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SERMON L 

On Hearing of Sermons 

- — :^ m \ x 

^ Till* iiL 7. 
Evzr learnings and never able to corite to the 
Knowledge bftbe Truth 

A Description equally emphaticaUnd 

disheartening! But to whom is it ap* 

fcHcaMt ? If there were fuch charters in 

tn tgc painfully emerging from Jewifh 

ffid Pagan darkneft; are there ftich in 

modem days ? If fuch charafters are to 

be found among the raoft obfeure and mifc 

folded icflbj are A ere fuch in the bofom 

trf fte tutional church? In aftcient and in 

t&odera timet, among fedts and in the 

eAtbK(hment 9 of fuch chara&ers there have 

tan and there are multitudes. Is it poffi- 

Wt? Shall man he ever learning, and 

never able to attain knowledge ? Shall man 

labour, ftall he labour in the pttrfuit of re* 

ligious truth, and reap no fruit firem hit e*- 

Vol.IL B trtioiu? 



9 Ofr$wj^<$S<{;m>*fo 

it. The foil ma^.jb^^pjjijgje^r^,,^ 

^l?fefei»5ifP?©Bfio^»^-ti>o feed p£ji*p 

the brea^^^e^jyiUl^puria j&& arare ; #> 
Aiatnrity ; if you beftow on its cutdVatiorr 



£e'-&cifov$ i iiii$!t8 j tig i m&i!S mam fiJ. 

Itii^aiftSAiiteS^WMilhYtHfe ftii^etif'rfFfeft 

3lIj T&St^lfti%iiyfurVey -with HWn^t^if 
ftnffyem exiktit of yoar d\itf> kitiaf %fe, 

tffoiipts to Wine/. Itt : t^ie :> firft^&, a fltete. 
'fi^^kbing dtnbngjthiy &\& r tW&k4<X$k- . 
^fenr'ahbthe* -6a:ifibh, Hit- Wits l -dSHff 9 

v &&wm&mea{a). ■& (Mm*** \ttem* 

^'fo Wrflr^fctiln part der i^cFfotddlfied. 
: tiyjft# ©Wtf ftricy. He is not t* dorifiier 
^•WHaff Recife* of ^odrltie will pc0V£ ift&ft 
"agfi&abl^to tie natural Imflgit^tion^tif Ae 
~fi«Wt. s ''-He is hot tdfbHoW the fpefcu!tf?fte 
^d^imni'of tKewIfeft of te^rv; ndrfofeftib- 

- (a) Mark, xvj. if. 1 1 Cor. u, ie. u. »-■ ~ s 

*?* H * revealed 



4.. tin tiedrliig of Sermons. 

vealed W6td of God. Thfere is his cot** 
million to preach: there is the religion 
vrhichhe is' to preach. He is to preach ther* 
Gofpel. He is to preach Jefus Chrift, ana 
ft&ncruciified. He is to unfold the* great plan 
of iaivatibn tor fallen man through faith in 
the atoftfng blood of a Redeemer. He is tQ 
t€ach the indifpenfable neceffity of the re- 
newal of the heirt unto hoiinefs through the^ 
fari&ificaficrn of the" Spirit of grace. Ther 
corner ftorie* on which he is to bu$£ ifr 
Jefus Chrift. On that corner ftone he is to 
build, not hay arid Jtubble, but found and 
precious materials, materials* which wilten,- 
diire tKe ' trial even 6f fire; pure and genuine* 
€fnfiftianiiy t the unchangeable do£trines 
&ncT 'cbmmamdments of the Son of God. 

.Again"; the Chriftian Treacher is ^ t«r 
preach the whole of the Gofpel. He is to 
magnify' the juftice no fefe confpicuou&jr 
t£s(n the' mercy of Jehovah. ; He &*t©> pro- 
claim ifhe teiernal Vengeance reserved for the 
itapenrfent flo lefs loudly than the glories 
prepared for the ju(tified fervants of Chrift* 
Me is not to dwell chiefly upon. do&rines 
tbthe nfcgledt of pra&ice j nor on pra&ice; 
to the disparagement of dp&rines. He is 
Z6 preach truedo&rine as the ground- work 
of holy practice: arid to inculcate holjr 
.6 practice 



On Hearing cfScrworih ^ 

pcaftice.as. the fruit of tnre do&rhie, ttd 
» to labour to be thq inftrument of enligtyt> 
j^n^ftg the underftandmg, and alfo of puri* 
fying ? the heart. While he teaches that 
man is juftified by faith alone, not by the 
deeds ^pf the law; he is to conyince his 
hearers that their hope will be vara, unleft 
they add to their faith virtue. How fhall 
the architeS raife the palace, unlefs.an im- 
movable foundation (hall firft have been 
efl^blifhed? But how (hall the pile;be com- 
plete, \i year after year his mind be 
wholly abforbed in illustrating arii dis- 
playing the foundation ? With his pluriim'et 
arid his fquare continually in his hand, he 
unremittingly proves every part of hi* 
wort whether it refts on the foundation. 
To the foundation eyery apartment, even 
f^ry ornament, of the ftru£ture hap an ijl- 
timate and a difcernible reference, BmJ 
hfcfaifeaiot to beftow diftin&'and due re* 
gard pq the form, the proportion, and ttia 
purppfe, of every apartment ; on the na-f 
lure and the pofition of every ornament. 
Hbiy fhall the preacher, like a wife mafter- 
builclef, edify his hearers into a fpirituaf . 
bbiife y afivif2g and holy teniple hi the Lord{J>)) 
ptflefs he founds it on tfie appointed rock, 

[b) i Pet. ii. y i Cor. lii, 16, 17. Epbcf. 11. 21. 



cVe» Tefus Chrift?^ And how (hall the 

totitf^flia?^ wife' ffisri&.foba&r, -pi 

M oV^&bW o¥ edlncatfoff n^iM 



j£mi#V#eii^th«tii; to thd Tuhdaniien¥a1P?J 
t?iffca ; of the 1 Croft, 1 and to thofe ' <Jotad& 



tirade "thH ! &&6W a^ntioh v #^^ 
wif4i f ace, io every form of fldrimv 

tic marKs ana cyitomary beaTiites or each : 



which the range of the virtue will appirenUy 
be curtailed, and the pretences by \ynica 
jts obligation wjll be plaulibly undermined ; 
the difguifes underjfalrich the fin will veil 
itfelfi aod the palliations by which i€ will 

.loufly to allot an extraordinary meaiure .of 
^txemoa to tftoip branches of fehgion, 
^JWflcthsr doarmal or pra&icaL. which. Tie 
^ JMUffiVers to pe rffrofsly miuinqerltood, o) 
^USftUyJifiarddd. bv^ariy X)t fei^ cpngreg* 



or 



tion, 



On Hearixg $f Sermons. 7 

jffj ftarH wod bnA ifihdD suteT fpvs 

food. Jt^fl manner fuited'tq the ^bi^y^hict l 
W individual polTcfs of ;di g eftinj; 




importa., 

om^ o£ the prafrical duties which he tie 

„_le to numbers 
iddrefles- At the 




com 






• i- «Ji, 



(J) Luke, & •jfcf&fof&uv.-u. 14. 

B 4 their 



$ 0* Hearing of Sermons 

their enemy* Why? Su Paul iifeiofef 
ihe re*fotf. The Galatia&s regard**}, tyitf 
psan enemy becaufe be tedd them *htj 
truth (jf )• He fppke to them without 4*£ 
guife. He humoured not (heir - prejudice^ 
He declared that which was right, tio we veir 
unacceptable, however pfFenfive, hp knew 
fhat the truth would prov^ to tbem* If to 
his owo converts Su Paul himfdtf could riof 
preach the truth without giving offeree, let 
not the faithful miaiftei? of the prefent day 
hope that- lifotfUfoaurfes fball offend poaeJ 
if he perceive that fonle are offended, what 
ihill be Me cpndudf He ihall pity them^ 
Heihlll pay for the at But he cannot change 
hifi caurfe ^ He mqft perfevere. Here^d^ 
iorAherdifcontemed eye of hi* auditor, V 1 
*i approve not thy do&riqe. I relHk not 
'hthy ftiidtaefe,'-' He turns his ear to die 
yniceaof *hie tyfoft High: i&ta? ofimn! I have 
vuuie'thtt ^^sUchman ty the houfe of Ifrtid ; > 
tbtrtf&e hear t&w word at My mouthy and 
give tbdm wartiiqg from Me. Speak My 
words Unto them, wbethtr they will bed** o# 
whether tbty will firl^tiig). ■' h 'he- to 
obey Man: or God ? Is he tab? a pteafetf of 
pien,6#of God? He U to approve hiftifelf 
to hjs pvpn roaftfr. He is to perfift ic^e^r 

£/) Qal, in ijf, 16. {g) Ezek. u. 7. 111. iy. 

->y. plaining/ 



pfaibio^ JiueiwhcSe ao^mfel of Godwin ;fei> 
pog ffctffe <t&e/fi eaera word rOf Jeiiis Ghrift* 
^M^^M^^o^r r5#r^^^/^V^B«iq^/ ypmr^prMepki 
Itok 9po#ikf?e r twc upo&*KBC£ J*ercjyi] ttittto 

Mtdither&m . liftie^ iri .tnfiekucfs * i*/lru8wg 
thfitbtf *ppofc t&ettfc/rtsymhnmifaho^ 
thaM^ewJvCTtfiire an hour may come^wheo 
Go&wifi gitoe: unto them repent ante to *tb& 

jdjrfbly j the Ghriftiaa: Preacher -iieM 
pmckt<j)not> himTel£> : Jwfei£farifLi|e6ias ihc 
Lordrff!). ■••", He fearves ithe; Lord' Chrift t <fof 
Ghrift Jk& is an arniyaffadot : ^his raaftcr'e 
gloryytiot his own, muft hvpurfut&c, TTb# 
p$pit be ■■ ts to regard . not f as / ths i ttrf onei 
of his exaltation, but as the place where ha 
ii to ruanifeft himfelf the fejrvant of ^ailrlfat 
ttafalfce of JSefus (if). He is not taaffijoie* 
to himfelf copiequence, &s thotjgh he vp*T6 
kti by ar t fee heritage <$ GteL He >'is »not , 
to feek whave dominion over: the faith 
of his brethren. FJe is iu$t to convert 
thftrMufe of Ood into a theatre ftor the 
d*^fey <$f hia ^nidation; *ef 5 his imagine 
jtioo, :«frtiis eloquehcew Devoted to his 
fft*ftje£-V feo^ouf , abJbshed in folictaudg for 
thb fofc&tien elf^hi* fioefcf; how* fliaii he 

[^•ififah; i'xvlfc id. i Tffo. ii. 25. (i) 2'fcor. iir. 5. 
qri ~:':h make 



ZBthpfity; ins kr^nji-ieptulHn cadXrapitag^v/ tJiE 
criffandij©bjek& Jb£Ms {itJedchutgrfi^o^yfiboUt 

p»hkr^gt^t^m{itbiGBrift 2oHb\RlfhallilHJ 
fteflb trpcbfeue :die i sniniftry 6£ y tfoes^rcbstf 

Ijfe^miTio:; ^.i, SJ-t'.-v." ' -,:; ♦.;<? ;'.:ioiJCV3b 
Off nariW .pji'jffiii: vv.-.n^ iion:;; jnr/oi 
-flffoci firocted to the duties :o£ a Ghrift&ii 
feit&Ldlrrr teiyr: £ v;,-: ,:.•;• I>nb ;;*bf.: 
^mBy 0^wtero|5|att!i^tIie dermis* /tracks;? if* 
bdbifchr, tfco/icbfefati^if^nd> the afcttraplfel fiw 
■fe^Hdered^^errare^h^bt totdtfterne andbffe 
^-whife^H^jpatfijofcfcEfiety^ ^Ganfiiltiifchcmth'c 
mntKgtt^yiaDcaii?eaoaad ';jri£TC^vwitbrfrhiali 
men too often piefent thein£dfwp$^&i)^iwfei^ 
-iffifennoiifio , it"p p ;iiii:)x:: ■'■*•_ SiiL-i.-^.vfi ^sriiO 
j^MaojK ,pterfo*rs vatteodi£ j-rabK& ^vtoBflbil^, 
a^adgjrjc&chingpas o^cipiarfcofi te<p<ftattfcffcii£* 
ia^^mfr^nvVai nrgaiid to/ lh^j«|iafj89fer* 
^95te^y^ieft the n^igBtbat^&oodilpck&g K$$Jw 

Lfead make v^;ipQicvi:t^ Teguiani aipwadinfoe ; 
/and tb^a^incte^nvfij^n^itPic^rftceitfte 
-iame^Bq^tp(iio£/b^i^cfa^^edxpr^^ and 

-Iffti$&edi*is;^flM$ ^yo^^JwingflfflmfeAfciin 
Wtfce^^Vf IS) fe \Qfeft(f ««4 witfjgHftiilg 
\o« . y one 



onto afirltfre^it^gr^atia^ 
flfr w^^^ T ^^d':kird^ilritJi3mnd dial tiwifyrfois 
tiotntheo^it^sfe^lnch attki&&i>W^frGT)b© ' 
fcriiefenUiUerefisire ^ngages iktte rtrf 1 bk/atttearf 
tiiiiiUffiJa/dfeinS £affi%efc perhaps jhse^ j&as$ 
. ^tfm»rf»i&icilJ7i -through farm; mhsr fcfa&fr 
devotion i. but his thoughts are commfcnljf 
roving among other fubje&s. .When he 
KfiAisr© tfk>fercM)ii^rt^ b. wkbontf dasftfcft- 
nefs ; and with many a fecret wifh JEibafclt 
mefeol zfakiv ' cridv ■> : Hep reJajsfcso Afrto ^c 
srorl^nthfi^te of thdught^f wfntiHiels arbufed 
4Wm£ amvabint » lre^^ep^on^plmiafaedita^ 
tlibirieriihbibtifniefs ortete])leafiiEeppbjr thri«>- 
JSng! thebjiaryful fixnid ^of ^tiier>coiTghQgatifCDa 

xWVllgflt0ij(tepai1i' :m;1 •:! ;!^:;; \i0)\O GOT rTSfTI 

Others frequent preaching franc ourrofilp. 
J|iiBer<ttoe Arfheoiaiis^thcyarBV^I^ays^Mger 
^iicrannibqjtt new thiog; ^ii^fthfedaiigibage 
- i£P&itt f^ture^ i they iiasrr itching iimcj Y rand 
f>&ftto* ^^<^m:b^^b^p: to! thmfifc&s 
yjfr^ersz^^ ptarariof 

-wqr&ii^UflJfi ' -anoxher j(i fbeaonicrl JcKfikiafiqi 

^Ibfs^icbwititfHgaciify' r nand>nj$Hgedity' kana 
bwp r&^iibspmbher? wh<* >i^m(fat>?Ktr«i-. 
^igkrt^inimaati^'^ahd- Violet in d^lqhit- 

Sfitttogltfat |>fS|>ti&y *f <8E Paj^^oab*//' 



%9 QnMarh^pf^e^oft^ 

nof endure found. dvBrine ; but turn .aw#y 
ffofn the truths and ate fainted unto fables (J)p 
They are perplexed and confounded by a 
inultitude . of inftru&Orp. ^offtd to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
jjodtrine, they depart from the words of 
truth and fobenjefs j and fall a prey tp th.9 
wildeft dehifions. 
1 Others liften to $ fermon with a .criti- 
x cifing fpirit ; not careful to profit by it, but 
watchful fo fit in judgement upon it, Swoln 
with fpiritual pride, and deeming them, 
felyes complete mafters of the mod diffi r 
cult points of do&rine, they fcrutinife 
$very fenteriee which drops fronj the 'lips 
of the preacher; put each of his terms to 
the rack ; examu'ii the foundnefs of his 
orthodoxy with inquifitOrial fufpicion; aruf 
if they are ablfc to faften upon an expreffion 
toot ppecifely cbrifopant with the niceties of 
their own religious phtalbology, or capatblq 
jpf beipg undeTilood A in a fenfe fomewhit at 
variance with their peculiar prepoffefficmsi 
deny their inftruftor to be evangelical, pro- 
pouncehim blind, and congratulate them* 
fehres J up6n their own fcriprural attain- 
ments art d* keen-eyed fagacity, Eagefc ttr 
eenfuitj a|id impatient to decide j the fruit 

^hipl\ 



driJttearirtg6f&tntofts. i$ 

*?fiich they reap from the return of the Salw 
fc&th is* to be flattered in pfcfumption ancJ 
corifirined in ignorance. 
. Others become hearers of fettnons fof nor 
letter purpofe than that of entertainment* 
Counterparts of the Jew? in the days of 
EzekieT* who talked one with another af tbf 
doop of their boufes y andjpo&e every one tofts 
fo()tber $ faying 9 " Come y I pray you y qnd h(pr. 
what is the word that cqmeth from the. 
Lyr4£ b?caufe the preaching of the, 
Pix^het was to them as a very lovely Jong g£ 
Mijbqt bad a plea/ant voice , and could play' 
wdl upon an mjlrupient (m) ;^ they refort op, , 
the Sunday to the houfe ot God with view* 
and, feelings fimilar to thofe which im T; 
pffled them on the preceding evening to a\ 
%ne of mufical feftivity. They frequent 
particular churches for the fake of ".good , 
preaching." And by good preaching they 
i^end^ot that faithful difplay and power-. r 
^UppUcation of] evangelical truth, which 
awaken the conference and, probe thehearf: , 
but elegance of language, harmonioufnefe. 
oi L voice, gracefulnefs of delivery, in the 
^fft irf^S&i an^iQthe next place, fmooth 
P r S£3pts v smd unmerited encouragements* 
|Qterfperfed with interefting addrefles to the 

(i») Eaek. xxxiii. 32. 

paffions^ 



£4 Gfo&^^cgfSS&tem), 

f&fohg riffire feapJis pteafed^aitfi ttfe xtkftd 
Ii%&«i6wl^ bw- 4U*e'«-\jl*e} additets^'^otf 
Ezelnd^ fl*ey Jsewlislite ^oodsinofl ffhfe 
^ptseasiher^ated d^th^ftf not. •'. " ' • "' '" *'-■ * * -^ 
ni W^actfxett'irf©the?difpofi^nsVitfe c M^€i» 
^Gfawftprcq ettghr .«* ■•■ fcften ' to <dif©sbff& 
ifooit/ tfe&$tilpU4;-Ifcw< (hall •'!«• fe'fea*fl, 
-dkDdie«3ipjr5»iJsg ^bk 1 to attain r iii«tf r *l8e 
J^ftie<jg©j&tthe«fru*fr*' : ..-- ■»;** -^cia 
lis T^fiiA-'^ecfiafiteL'is^reivcrefttiie'' favtJfie 
-"Wptdourf jflfcufciU ¥b v e*jplaiti atfd^ttppl|r 
srHeDW<fai*af iOwfiHfafofr **>}*& of ^i&ytfeV 
<tt\orids #o4^rh&Wfcrdof Ock^pl^eil 
and applied is the object of ^Vcir^leffods 
ifi8i4 , «r.iiJ?Ah(f rpVg^hliig 1 ^ one o£tftfc&fean& 
iofigwiae'iaadtlktf iaj&a tfcdaitted bjr-'€&'& gfreWt 
-*cffdAJf the chu&h. Att«dd theW^fth Ide^ 

-GtaffleV- thai ■ «¥ferf : dtemhgofcM&^arfws 
^tth«r ^nfeWs, ^y coi^Ufia^^eTP'Se 
ii*i¥ulcatfes, eVeryprottkffe, eVtfty^hreliWa- 
4og <#ftSch"he 'tflfptef*" feeftBfc *?«# aafe ' 
>avtJW€^ty delivered froSCthe rfffite lb *»Fh«y 
- T a*e* net' <he 'dflr&r&iw^thtf 'com^'hdJ^He 
-pdM\{e^thHhre^e^^8;:6ft^preav!lie^; 
ifeuf *f :GWL" •And Be ivK6 ; 'ft? '*nf\&f&Ql- 

itytteb* ma ■■ of >mh st^f tdi&x&iymkx 
■-me. mtower "fkiy-afec4at*std fofftP'fieitease 

-Bible^delpWheFffiatf, Mi 0&K&*** ^ » 

n^i * 'in 



--r ;}Jp &* &tf»tbpfc*g4q aft<*&d oWfth feriftfthr 
^lee^mltidu (fakfs ojti* antti fopfewtferf^fait 

little children ; ywjka&\ Ptf> 4«tonMfos :tf£f 
Afo&dpphiif -ifaiviKtoiuHajBMer.yfourftW ia 
*&«J*©wife of'your:Mafeerj, - Be prejftinriD to 

t)«jntmfli£fc ryauf fayowifee ^isrxras^/tatjdfeK 
clare war againft yo&uj ito.Ou»k©;>j)Bifiixrci.' 
eAjwajy.'i wi«b.iaH p»doiiiiaH>^bftiiiafi|f^ all 
f ^j»d|flffe BriftS'evtf? thdugbt intoLaqitf- 

>^ft^CHJ|^ft>nl8» ?"•■•. Mo 3.'!j ai bsilqqE bos ' 

4HmaM(M9 •fpurjkif. !/iyp« 3 am 1*ftb«ii% 

site* ifeM po«ifla wiJtha^^jrtieii j ofetfcfrift*- 
#<^j^)app|jiQaJW«^ 38©ht rteighfeojwi UcB^ft 
-IFSHfeYjfpiV*^ ! # i km4rt\ike ! JjMfe-Jr.Yffli' 
MttiMf&fQikto *#awY?fyhattvtf ,$r&* ¥«*r 
^ri^Jdre^ ^Apglfft to^ltltf lfc9«&v©f 

^»ai*6il i< »i^'^^R«5 s v folf -«n tffltoi part, 
for exaqqfe $|>g c ta<^:fr#lj[fei^S]cJ»^ 

..J- ;.- *uag« 



i(S On Hearing tfStmbnu 

gifttgc of cncounag^rrtieTjt td the true ChifiA' 
tlao* and enlarges on th£ blcffed ptomifea 
fequ«4 to hi«n ; all thifc encouragement' 
all thefe promifes, they inftaritly *ppiy td 
thtfiofelves. But to themfelveii they dnf ." 
not *f*p±y other paflageft of the difOTmftjitf^ 
which the marks of a true chriftiart vrettE' 
defcribed; marks by which if the^Hbsrf 
exjonined their principles and ccfndudtf 
th$y. would perhaps have difeerned them? '• 
iklvpt not to be true Ghriftians, and of doutfe 
not entitled to the benefit of any eatot*^ ' 
ragementor promife. Or if the nriniftcr * 
difplays fome fcriptural example of th^ 
m#£y of God to a grievous offender; they 
faij qot to aflure themfelves that ireercy will- 
be* equally extended. to them* Bfct tkef- - 
pa# little regard to the proofs Of <nfa**e*:* v 
peotance which the oiinifter hari"*f& clefe* 
tailed qs manifefted by that' offender: fittfcft * 
whteh on due ifcveftigation they. /wOufefr : 
have difcovered to be wanting Zw tfcteflV^ ' : 
felvet, and would confequently have bee* • 
conftrained to perceive that iri their tJcii&ittg; 
ftate of heart they oouid have no retfMK 
able hope of mercy,- To apply flrtriiWlP 
thus partially, thus unwarrantably^ itlHfl? 
to blind your confidence and to btfrdta* 
yourfelf in fin. . 

■ . Fourthly* 



On Hearing of Sermons. \f 

Fourthly; Reflect tha^circumftances ap- 
parently {mall and cafualfeem not feldom to 
be Telexed by Him, who can crufli the globe 
with an . atom, to accompliflx momentous 
ends. To how many tinners has an individual 
fermon~been made, as it were, the hinge of 
co&verfion, the turning point between life 
and death ! Did you withhold your atten- 
tion from the l^ft ferrnon at which you were 
prcfeat ? How know you but in that fermon 
was contained an elucidation of fome impor- 
tant dodrine which you mifconceive ; a 
fcriptural example of virtue mod need- 
ful for your inftru&ion ; a fcriptural de- 
nunciation of vengeance againft your own 
befetting fin? How know you but that 
to the abfence of the chriftian armour 
which that difcourfe would have fuppjied, 
your, fall under recent temptations is to be 
attributed? How know you but from the 
abfence of that armour, temptations evu*- 
now impending over your head will derive 
their, principal ftrength ? But you have not 
merely precluded yourfelf from the advan- 
tage which you might have acquired. The 
n *gk& of that advantage is a fin for which 
you- njuft . render an account to God* 
Every Opportunity which he affords you of 
imbibing inftru&ion in his holy temple, is a 
bleffing,for. the improvement of which you 
Vol.IL C Y&\ 
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w|} ffat^j^oitfi^le at the day of jutfjgg* ., 
meat. Beware Jfeft the preaching, of Jusk 
wprd> ordained <by Him for your ^teiy\«]^ 
gQpj^i prove, through your wilful diftegafck" 
thejpaufe of aaincreafeof your cQnd$qm%-< 4 

m? \' ". .■ .. -.. ^ 

fifthly; Let your attention during the* 
delivery of ferrnonsy and your fubfetjuejijy 
meditations on their import y be accompany 
rn^d v^ith a fervent defire that the Spirit 
of grace may incline your foul urifo ^nowx, 
lt^e^ Whoever may plant, whoever may 
i^|er^ it^ » God who giveth the increaf^ 
T|K \Jhi$i j$e your heart in prayer through^ 
dj^ mediation of his Son Jefus> So fhall ; 
I|^nlight^n you by his Holy . Spirit,. t£> 
underftapd hi» law. §q (hall he c$ufe th& 
ggod feed to take root in yourbofpnj. So? 
fhajl /he preferve joxx from the doom? 
o| f t^ imfr^itful hearer. So ftxall he j?m- 
dey v ypu v ^ dper ; of the kw^byingingsforth, 
fTjUjLt unto perfe&on^ ,_ . 
^.^o conclude* Taitbeed >t my brethren* 
btAv^hcar.^ Look well to yout; hearts*. 
Let- the motives which bring you to . thifr 
place be Xuch as. befit thofe who profefs to 
b^^l^rft &rlnftru£tioni and edificatiojh ^f $ 
your diligence iayieldlng faithful attention 
ami your fineerity in applying toyourfHves 
the tmcba wEIcn yp«s near, be racb as 

become 
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befe^etho&wholiftento the *w6td of life. 
Wb*> cried the prophet Ifaiah, anticipating 
the rejedion of the preachers of the Gofpel 
bf %i* countrymen; Who htath believed out 
report {*)£ Wheh Jefus Chrift appeared, 
aad preached in their Jynagogues ; how few 
ia ^omparifon with the multitudes of his 
hearers were imprefied with durable con- 
ri&ion'! -If the Jews could fail of being 
converted by the preaching of the Son of 
God j how eafily may you fail to profit by 
die preaching of his minifters ! Why did 
the Jews fail of converfion? The word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith, with genuine operative faith, ?* 
tbem that heard it (0). Be not ye Me unt* 
them. If any do&rine declared to you 
from the pulpit appear hard andftrange, d<fc 
not haftily pronounce it erroneous and un- 
worthy of Gpd. Have you never deteSed ' 
yourself in ignorance f Have you never 
-known yourfelf blinded by mifapprehen- 
fionaad prejudice? May it not be igno- 
rance, or -mifapprehenfion, or prejudice, 
which prevents you from perceiving the 
ie&rrae to be true? Sufpend your judge- 
ment, until you fliall have confidered the 
fubje€t maturely and with impartiality. 



Cpnlpaife bne^rt^of Scriptnre ifcilh aftid- 
tHen /Whjr* "*« -*Ttbe; inhabitants ctf Berfei 
honoured frith* reibrd .of perpetual pf aife ? 
Becanfe when ttewdo&rines Were ptfogtofed 
to them, they fearched the Scriptures ilili- 
getitly to learn whether thofe thing$->fcrere 
» ib.- ( -The fearch was not in vain. Th^^dif- 
eovefed that the tlo&ihves were underilably 
^tlk do£trio«8 oft he Word of God. f nfttate 
:*hdb wife m6# in their zeal : follow them 
u iti the track which they purfued iti ^Ueft 
-of't^uth.' 1 If -the refult of your e^Afcrina- 
"ttott learvegyour doubts unrefdlved J Have 
< up0.utiH6t friends equally intelligent -and 
pious, with Whom you may difcufs thfcm ? 
Have you not minifters of religion impel- 
led, let us truft, by inclination no lefs than 
by duty, privately to confirm your faith by 
Spiritual inftra&ion and counfel ? Finally j 
•fupplioateday.by day your Almighty Fa- 
•tlier for grace habitually to exemplify in the 
Jnjfy fcenes of life the efficacy of the in- 
ftru£tion to which you liftened on the Sab- 
bath* In your prayers forget not your mi- 
jaifters. Intercede for them, and in that inter^- 
xreffion you intercede for yourfeivcs, that 
utterance may be given unto them that they 
ihay open their mouth boldly to make known 
* ^ ' ^ the 
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^Wwyftery of die iGofpel^haWbereiQr^h^r 
.may fp^akholdly^a^ they ought to fpeak (p). 
M}ty£ is o.^ united fupplicatigiv? " Make, 
^>W£) befeeph thee, O Almighty God, 41 
^bji^ops and paftors diligently to pr^aoh 
.if.^hy-noly word, and the people obc- 
^■diently to follow the iame^ Grant that 
#[Jthe mjnifters and Rewards of thy my Ae- 
rifies, may prepare r gjid make ready thy 
wjWfy* by. turning. the hgarts of thejcUfgh*- 
i&$e^ to "the wifdomof the juji Graat 
f&upfp us all that we, befog called hy thy 
snfo-wPfid, may ; %th#ittj gmmfr <ftu> 
wSy& ^bedjeptly to fulfil -,&y/My wm- 
bnVnWi^Wpa^ tfyfgijgk Jsfufci QHwftidWir 

c mitR v $tij v v ..".: ikrr 4Z t :j{lw'\l}iw ■• uoiij 
■bqxr:* '<■■ ? ■*? -■</) EpbdiJn. flt^ ao. *kV r. *H : 
os.! ;..•• I * ;k :•■:>. iii! ,. . :;.* '.';;-...» v*l f:t 
r d M)ii>t -":■■ v/ .vni. ;:>;.■ «.. v : --'- /'M*. ' f vJnf> ¥"c! ■ 
; 'HfeifH ■• -i:n»o-v J* *- » --.-- ■■-♦'Ni ■* f J-^- -' ■f.i.jatci) • 
nT <»•(*;* -^^ ■» .'^ /'?-■ / f4 « '**?': *Dt&v*nqiA 
'■^ ••" yV ? <7."i , '--" 01 .'i? 1 '")" 1 '?:■''•.<■''(- ■j'^'Mfa 

***'• 'i.'!- ,^ '■■ ■•' ?I ■ .1 % f ff.v" -r T> ■m , *i'rtf.rf! • 
- '•* ,% z}* - '+ . » • ^ ''^v,.^.;..i(»w if rf !/>c! •" 

-■v-iT a.;- ■■ i ., v- : •<>] v{)^-t •■?:!■ T«if r; 

. 'rft ,/j . . * ?!.-\»? ^ ■ " : r^H^oO " 
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SERMON II. 

On Believers and UnbeKevefSt 
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ACTS, XKVUU 24. 

jfnd fome believed the Things which wtw 
ffioken ; andfome believed wU 

iCT. Favl, delivered by hi* falfe accufers 
in Jqdea into the hands of the Roman 
governor, perceived that no profpe£t of 
preferving his life remained, but by an appeal 
unto Caefan Exercifing therefore the right 
of a Roman citizen, he demanded to be 
fent to the Emperor, that by him the caufe 
might be examined and decided. He was 
accordingly conveyed, as a prifoner, to 
Home. His firft care, cm his arrival ia 
that city, was to aflemble his countrymen, 
the Jews: to fatisfy them, that he had 
never, purpofed, in appealing unto Csefar* 
to exhibit any complaint againft the Jewifh 
nation j and diftin&ly to fet before then* 
that feitfc in Tefij? pf Nazareth, tlje pronufecj 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, for which he was an am baflador 
'afflSKSsT'" l^s^i^^&fi^n^T^ii^ that 
no charge againft himfelf had reached their 
«ars ; thai thejr had t&dfrecf gut imper- 
fed accounts concerning the dodrine which 
he profefied ; that they *knew' % fetaWever, 
to be univerfally fpoken againft ; and that 
they were deftrous a& b e aring a full ftate- 
ment of his opinions. A day was appointed. 
Numbers came to hi* ab83& Eartieft for 
# thcir converfion/ and zeak«vJ^rv,^c 
glory of his Mafter, he expounded, tcTthem 
the Scriptures, and tefiified the kingdom of 



Gdd) ptrfuading them cbncefHing^ygus'y f\^ 
#iif 6/mihiv ofMofes, and out c>j%£ : pr6- 
y>bets<>~from morning till ewnin^S^^^Sk 
wft the effeft of his labour I Svfcc lefietitM 
ififo? Things which were fpoken; antfjfatJieW- 
ikvMM. Some believedi Why£ fhcjjr 
<doirid not refift the power and wiTdom $izk 
^fifich he fpoke. They were wiHing to 
iiften to the truth j therefore thdr pjejtfr 
dices yielded. They turned their e^es 50 
the light; therefore the light fhone Otot^a 
§ain. ^ Thfey difcerned in Jefus of Isaiareth 
tHe undeniable characters of that NfeffiajL 
to whom the Law and the Prophet^ ^bai$ 
witnefs: they difcerned them witfy JQy 
mad thankfulnefs j therefore they glorified 

C4 God 



^n$$f& of Wlig&opVlbofe. at leaft who 
^^^^arg^^ir views to tb&;exbmt 
|}f tj^;di^» to the unequivocal imporMrf* 
l^yowsr^hfch^re upon them* ledfiraot 
Ifrilf&our, fton^ -hqufe to houfej and pri- 
STftt^yL for Stoprefe on each indradiial? ;as 
fru4eqs» and'pppoitunitjr may allow^.dic 
^wn$H^ tik warming, or the ^noaiiragc. 
SW»t% .of Finch; fye - aaorc Specially ftands 
in^wift4>;i;ThHfejtQ ail throughout the 
Q^rj^atv workj &*he gofpcl of^faJLvatton 
f$#k ^Hpy** is ,U ^received ? As Atz^sm 
ggjong the Jews at Rome : Some believe 
t^ things which are fpoken ; and fame 
Ifi^e^ thj&m #qt.«j, If there be any diffirf* 
gpce, a fe§twc^n the two cafes, it is this* 
^i^oftg $hs Jewifli nation, collet v el p 
jgpfideK^* there was, on the one hand} 
gilgre ppep unbelief; and, on the other, majfe 
$*p$cHy in chriftian profeffion, thai* exifts 
|ttj?fejfeoU They who did not b*Ke%e 
that Jefias Chrift came from God, feeling 
»q,»rorldly motive to induce them to dtft 
feml% ihefc unbelief, avowed k r and a£ted 
lipon it, ;M Thsy whp w#re^ convince^ §£ 
tfce trufh of the gofpel, and embraced th<* 
Cjbjr^tijuj fetth, having no worldly Ktaotivt 
H legd^en\,to 4>i;pfefs ai SfcUgQn g*hkh 
was every /where Jj^^en agqiqft and perfe- 
rsn ll cuted, 



truted^Tifually became Chriftians under tfefe 
influence of decided piety. Btuila ttrtfe 
days* when to be a declared unbeliever, Si 
commonly regarded as difgraeeful; thtffl 
-ftfe to be found within the pale of the Ghrfcft 
tiaa Church many perfons who hat# no 
ftedfaft belief in the gofpel t And a* hi 
tbefe more mild and enlightened countries, 
no danger hangs over thje head of any vBtttk 
in consequence of »hi$ being outw'artfty^a 
difeipte of Chriftj there is feeii^amdn£ 
profeffed €hriftiang a far gr&ter prop**, 
tion of the carelcfs and the I&kewkrm thtt& 
was to be difcerned by the-Apoftte* amorig 
their converts. Now let it be always arid 
ftedfaftly remembered, that th^ Script t*e4 
itniverially reprefent as unbeliever* vit#6n\f 
thofe whofe blindneft and impiety -*«&* 
the Chriftian revelation as a falfehood, * W% 
cunningly devifed fable, as art inVfetifldti 
of men ; but thofe alfo who bqJd lk#Wut$ 
*jf umngbtttufaefs ; thofe who believe tifc 
ftra&edly, but not pradkically ; thofe wR8 
believe* and do not obey; th4fe whob# 
lievr With the underftanding, but heEeW 
pot with the heart unto j uftification *• A 
dead faith is no faith. It has no claim 
through Chrift to the rewards of faith. It 

* ft©**.*. i*.~*. \<k 
t/-~ may 



fj&rops tfhanfopef* unbelief; - Ta fin agafirift 
^ojwAedfec^may: b^, > under poflibte <drc*alifr- 
Amtte^£c«or^ ■:•, ikgirtibus >thar* to 6ffefttd 
*fcng!$gh wflfidi ignorance. .Not Co believe in 
-^SiM^i^i^Kf^^ i>iEKrTvemisn»j&s^ be* owing *oHiefliyb*b 
&i$tiy Ujoconcefru To believe that be riamfe 
|ft%nTi/3rO<i, aod defpLfe his, commandite^ hfci, 
4^: he**i%; ike* Janguage ofT'-.tfce^BMncft, 
4fo^*'^*^*toft hvprtfumptuou* Jib. 
>lSW^yij*r^S^e GeatUes proaoiincod to J«ree 

\tS^J^t\^^^bot$t God fa tk* 4mrtd&\f 
:fi«aiife)thPUghdtlwy ka$w God^ltieyvgk)- 
-ijMfc&Pft^ tshe-rwforft 

dlfi>A4b^fe ii«ho adcaowledgea that tfafcfe 

ka <3^jandLwiU not obey Jrito. He^i*> 
-t)Utwardl]^iObrifeflb^ Gfariftj and pmiflriteatbjr 

dfitl\C8^H|ai9 rcwiy be die sranftv o£: unbt~ 

- u ^<CfH*fide$ ,thei : c^iarafieriflic e features sobf 
the^CXjckfiQ? v int0 which the multkocks to 
iwrhom^thfiigpfpel is tu>w preached jare* di- 
vided. .uSome beKfeyethe things whic&^re 
ipokeiv and fomeibeUev^ tkcOT^iou^u - ir 

ti ^AcJvei* primatf$'«6 tftofe whoMeWe. 
:iL When ^bu caft ^ilr fe^es ^bn the ; fiiafs 
b^gfefled titihfti^r you ol?ferve U amolig 

... . " them 



^twtei i*ifcti aft inert imanifdftfy fep&ra«ed(ft**d 

trhem^ fepirtKefi from ..jhe^poHgfoa^tijr 

ixvhlbh they cave furrounded y>,*ndi 4ift$#- 

£giriflv*& by vifew* and principles di#6rt#ft 

cffrani; Jthofc \whieh govwft* the warl#< && 

-Ifetii in 1* ickednefs* Thefo are Xhtf ^hkSi 

*l»li<3$fc : Approach ^in4ntfN) ^riy^iill 

^fcjsantolae them ck>fely;< Ji^&ttafr *WS- 

du<a y contemplate the** obje^)-4tS^6Al- 

^*te their motives. , Whatr is >$lq> Hfi0£{ 

ybtiirAobfervation ^and lhqaij^}J*¥&"$fe^ 

otiy^cthefe perfons more^^ffidilotii^ekib 

uathtr&iii frequenting puWu^otfiiip 1 ; •*#& 

*k*<>ih6rs, glad to catch at e&ctfi^i^fb 

Ahric^te pretences for being- abfeftt; *>\Akt 

^ontrtving leifure, and fubmitwig "tonv<«ld- 

ty -inconvenience, and evex* lpfe^ihatiftaiir 

attendance on the Houfe of God maywAt 

vbe interrupted, i Yon perceive ilujm&ru- 

spukroftjr: regular in pref<ratin$th*mfd?aeuto 

ibe facnsnental table. You perceive^thwa 

-dedicating f tho& paria of the fiibbath, which 

are unoccupied by public devotion f .»otito 

Mmtf*+> m&< &$?** <*% *P ^\adjuft- 
,^nt ri of jd^eftig concerns, ^t.tq^ous 

*:mg' difcourfe, to works of mercy ; not crib- 
bing off cowiers and portions *for fecular 

employ- 
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fcmpleyments ; not fluctuating with an 
internal ftruggle between confcience and 
Mammon; not weary and impatient like 
the Jews, who turned again and again their 
eyes to the dial, and exclaimed, " When 
u will the Sabbath be gone y that we may Jet 
* forth wheat * f not purloining the after* 
Boon, for feftivities of the table ; nor, tm* 
der the fcanty femblancc of devotion, pro-" 
ftituting the evening to mufical recreation:; 
but v faithfully conceding the whole period 
of facred reft to fuch occupations as befit 
the day which God has hallowed unto him- 
felf ; fuch occupations as comport with 
a fpecial preparation for eternity j fuch oc- 
cupations as are confident with the tran- 
quillity, leifure, and edification of their 
feoufeholds ; fuch occupations as are ad- 
apted to caufe the day to be a bleffing to 
their fouls* In the midft of this their 
chriftian ftri&nefs, you behold no often- 
tation, no fwperftition, no fournefs, no 
gloom. You fee fomething in their manner 
and deportment which fhewtf that this fer*. 
vice is not a matter of form, but that it 
comes from the heart: that the man 
does not- render it by conftraint, hut 
that ho would be unhappy if he j}id not- 

- w render 



r^mderik You daily perceive thcmiwpti* 
*ate cultivating an intercburfe with God l», 
prfeyer: and by devout "ftudy and ftb&£ 
quern refte&ion, gaining more and mctftf 
kndwOcidge of the divine wiH, and of th» 
njfethod of fal vation. In the common <feal- 
* ings ef life, you fee them bringing religion" 
into pra&iee; confcientipufly making i£ 
their obje& to be upright, punctual, inok 
derate, and benevolent in all their trarifac^ 
tOHH'Tpurftting their worcHy catting* With 
diKgfence, but purfuing them dn Chf iftian 
principles, and with Chriftian <tomp6furfc; 
mtjhibfolinjHifmefsi yet in their bufinefs, 
and by their bufinefs, ferving the Lord; 
not elated by fuccefs, not repining* tmdeir 
difappotntibent ; not grafpmg, not avari- 
cious, not envious, not full of *are!> fettc 
ftriving calmly and fteadily to perforhi 
their duty, and cheerfully leaving tlfoevfent 
in the hands of God. In their fatfriltea 
you behoM them quiet, confiderate, affec- 
tionate, patterns of kind tempers, abound- 
ing hi "land a&iotts; fett in g thein- faces 
Sgaiaft folly, againft vanity, againft the 
appearance of evil ; againft pernicious *&£ : 
toms, however popular, however ^ide^jr 
diffufed; and taking pains day by d^y ; t* : 
train their household in the nurture and 
.. u:+. admanU 



admonition of the Lord. UniverfaHy yon 
difcem that their defire is to do all to the 
glory of God, that God may in alt thing* 
be glorified through Jefas Chrift j to era* 
cify the flefh with its affe&ions and hifts* 
to feek not their own things, hot the 
things which are Jefus Chrift's; to live 
not onto themieives, but unto Chrift who 
died for them; jto adorn the dodrine of 
God their Saviour in all things, • and t& 
omit no means *nd opportunities which 
can difereetly be embraced of driving to 
attradrothers to the knowledge and love of 
genuine religion. When they converfe in 
the retired circle of their friends on facred 
fubje&s; you read in their countenances 
the intereft which pervades the heart. You 
behold them labouring to grow in grace : 
not ftationary in religion, but making a 
progrefs; laying up more and more trea- 
fure in heaven; preffing forward towards 
the mark ; advancing.onward towards per- 
fection. For thefe men are not perfect : 
they are ftill frail and finful. You behold 
among them many humbling inftances of 
infirmity, many fins of furprife, many 
proofs of the power of temptation, many 
tokens and effe&s of inherent corruption. 
But they do not allow themfelves in fin i 

they 

JO 



Thejr *Mmk it ; they fight againft it ; *Wiy ~ 
buffer ^:bot f tQ obtain the domittM^-^vi^r^ 
tlfcem £• they oppofe- it ' in ^the itfmbuf of 3 
G*d, in the-ftfength ofchis -grace: they 1 
tyttdy repent when they have feflen into 
trffligrsffion • they fervently fue foif^par- :1 
d<$; thfpugh • the great ; atonement : ihtjf* 
dqffp #oai their fall ad&tfoiftl ttidtft^s to 
fc&abafement, watehftdnefs* *rfd prayei*;" 
Wfey 9» «t that this clafs o^ptof^^C^rif.^ 
tiao> exemplify the, picture whicRlia^^beeff 
iwpqh Why is it that ttey*are:rM CfrtiP> : 
tabs h Becaufe they have btlievedr ,0 W&y l£ 
is \t that they have believed ? B&atife the?^ 
base inclined their ear unto fhfc tfiingV v 
wljich. were fpoken* They have not! re-l i: 
fiftfid the Holy Ghoft. They have bowed ^ 
to t^e influence of divine graie. Therefore 00 
G$d hath taken away the heart of ft6ne,° fI 
an4given to them a heart of flefh ; a heart 1 * 
fofffenedf purified, and fan&ified ; a hekrt 
replete with. Spiritual understanding 1 , arid " 
fpirifuaidefires. Therefore they are con- ' 
ve$pd from darknefs to light. Therefore 
Gqi had* healed them, 

Hx'&et tt* turn our thoughts to thofe ''\ 
who belfcve atot xl ' rt ; ' v 
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I mean riot now to tfireft your atteti* 
tiori to avowed, infidels. I fpeak of ffcerfott* 
who profeft to know Chrift, to believe ill 
Chrift, but by their works deny him. Eveh 
6f thefe men a minute defcriptioh is not - 
neceflary. They are in all points the re- 
verfe of thofe who believe. Their attend- 
ance on the public fervice of God, and on 
the other outward ordinances of Chrifti- 
atiity is uncertain, languid, and formal. 
H The Sabbath is a burden to them ; and 
they are happy when the clofe of it rcleafes 
them from their conftrained abftinence, if 
indeed they have pra&ifed abftinencfe, from 
tvorldly occupations. The Bible refts on 
their fhelves : or the perufal of it is re- 
garded as a tafk, and is performed heavily, 
mechanically, fuperficially. Private prayer, 
if not negleded, is wearifome and lifelefs. 
Follow them through the daily occurrences 
of aftive employment, and you difcern no 
traces of a religious fpirit. You fee them 
felfifh, overbearing, fenfual, contentious, 
worldly-minded. God is not in theit 
thoughts. His name may fupply the tongue 
with unhallowed exclamations: but hia 
fear is foreign to the heart. Th6y think not 
of their baptifmal vow# They tcttdUftcc net 

the 



Onj&eluvctsandV'nbelie'Qeirs. $$ ** 

tKe devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the 
fulfill lufts of the flefh. They leave not all 
to follow Chrift : in fa£t, they leave little 
for the fake of following him. Each indi- 
vidual referves the indulgence of his fa- 
vourite propenfity. One is profane, an* 
other unchafte, a third enviotts, a fourth 
difhoneft, a fifth intemperate, a fixth co- 
vetous. Some unite feverai of thefe ha- 
bits of wickednefs. In their domeftic rela- 
tions they are harfh, capricious, unfinftruc- 
tive; eager in every fcheme or purpofe 
connected with intereft, or with pleafure 5 
lukewarm or indifferent in all the concerns 
of religion. Sin they reprefent as venial, x 
becaufe natural ; or as of little moment, be- 
xaufe God is merciful; or as fufficiently 
compenfated by fome attendant good ac- 
tions or amiable qualities ; or as certain of 
forgivenefs, if not extttmely heinous, be- 
caufe Chrift has made an atonement. The 
comprehenfive outlines of a general pi&ure 
cannot in every point follow the variety of 
individual countenances. But in prominent 
features all the individuals of the elafs in 
view juftify this reprefentation. Why is 
it that they juftify it ? Becaufe they believe 
not. Why is it that they do not believe ? 
D 2 Becaufe 



3& On Believers and Unbelievers. 

Becaufe by carnal gratification their heart is 
waxed groffr; becaufe by wilful inattention 
their ears Jiave become dull of hearing; be- 
caufe through averfion to the light their eyes 
they have clofed. They are habitually un- 
holy in their inclinations and purpofes ; and 
therefore have no real faith. They are the 
willing fervantsof fin ; and therefore belong 
not to God. They are Chriflians only in 
name ; and therefore are not Chriftians. 

To which of the two claifes does eaeh of 
us belong ? This is a queftion to which our 
own bofoms, if we fairly examine them, 
will fcarcely fail to give a true reply. Let 
me feparately addrefs to perfons of each 
clafs fome few words of admonition. 

If on fearching yotif hearts, under a deep 
convidtion of the frequency and the ex- 
treme danger of felf-deception, you receive 
the anfwer of a jgood confeience towards 
God, witneffing th^fincerity of your faith ; 
be filled with gratitude to the Author of 
every good gift, by whom it is given unto 
you, as unto the Philippians, to believe on 
ye/us Chrift (d). Thanks be to God, ex- 
claimed St. Paul, for bis unfpeakable gift (*). 
Was this language merely the language of 
his lips ? It was the language of his actions ; 

(d) Philipp, i. 29* (c) 2 Cor. ix. 15, 

the 
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tflie language of his lore, of his zeal, of his 
J^atient endurance, of his Hftceafing toft, 
of his multiplied fufferings, of his trium r 
jphant death. Conftrained by the love of 
Chrift, he lived unto Chrift. Live ye unto 
Chrift, who has died for you alfo. Give all 
diligence to make your calling and election 
fure. Reflect vfchat numbers have been 
found in all ages of the Chriftian Church, 
who, after they had walked for a time in 
the ways of righteoufnefs, have returned 
unto the world which they had abandoned, 
have become the flaves of fin which they 
had renounced. Demas ^ faith St. Paul, 
hath forfaken me, having loved this prefeHt 
world [f). That Demas, who had been 
the companion'of the Apoftle in his pilgrim- 
age and his miniftry, forfook him. How 
many has the love of the world, the love of 
eafe, the love of gain, the love of power, 
the love of human praife, perfuaded, like 
Demas, to turnt heir backs .upon Chrift ! 
Refledt on the peril attendant on every ftep, 
when, ceafing to climb the path which 
points towards heaven, the unhappy vidtim 
of temptation turns down the fteep which 
leads to deftru£tion ! Reflect on the detri- 
ment to the general interefts of religion, 

, * (/ ) 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

D 3 the 
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the fcandal to the Chriftian name, the dik 
couragetnent of the pious, the exulting 
feoffs of the wicked, occafioned by the fall 
of thofe who have been confidered as eftab- 
lifted examples of the faith ! Be not high-* 
minded, but fear. Let him that thinketh 
he ftandeth, take heed left he fall. Look 

\back on the numbcrlefs inftances of tranf* 
greffion which your lives have exhibited 
iince you have profefled to be followers 
in earned of Jefus Chrift. Look back on 
the inftances, equally furpafling number, of 
wafted opportunities, of negle&ed duty. 
Call to mind your coldnefs in prayer, your 
laiiguid application to religious ftudy, your 
leaning to the world, your pronettefs to 

, give way to enfnaring cuftoms, your ua*- 
chaftifed tempers, your fecret and befetting 
fins. Whatever may have been your Chrift. 
tian progrefs j do you not even yet difco- 
ver within your heart fo much of the 
power of evil, that you have reafon daily 
to fhudder left you ftiould be altogether 
Overcome ? If you have hope that you are 
a fervant of Chrift j rejoice in your hope ; 
but rejoice with trembling. Diftruft youj> 
felf : rely wholly upon God : pray without 
ceafing : be not weary of well-doing : and 
you (hall be ftrengthened and upheld by alk 

fufficient 
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Sufficient grace. This is the viElory which 
vucrcqmeth thf world, even your faith (g). 

If there are thofe among you who prac- 
tically believe not; ,let them park the full 
enormity of their guilt. Wo unto thet, Chd-' 
*amn % (arjj our Lord \ Wo unto thee fieth/aida/ 
For if the mighty works which were done in 
jqu bad been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago infackcloth and 
ajbes, s J fay untoyouitjhallbe more tolera- 
ble for Tyre and Sidon at the day ofjudgtr 
ment than for you (h). In this denunciation 
,of our bleffcd Saviour, rea4 his warning to 
yourfelvcfg. To you the things of eternal 
life, though you believe them not, have 
beenfpoken. To you, though you reje& 
them, they v have been unremittingly de- 
claredf. To you, chough yap have clofe4 
your eyes* they have b§en displayed in the 
fcriptures. To you, though you have fhut 
-youf eats, they have been Unremittingly 
proclaimed by the minifters of the GofpeU 
To yoii Cod has offered the mercy, though 
you have thruft it away, of being con- 
verted and healed. How many unin- 
'ftru<3Led Heathens, lying like Tyre and 
SidoQ of pld, in darknefs and the fhadow of 
^death, would long ago have glorified God 
U) 1 Jaho, y« 4. (A) Math, xi. 2 1, 22* 

£>4 by 
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by repentance in fackclothr and afhes, if the 
light of divine? truth, which has been 
, ppured upon you in vain, had been vouohfa- 
£ed unto them ! How many idolaters would 
have broken and burned their images; 
while you have cheriflied the idols of your 
heart ! How many favages would have re- 
„ linquilhed their cruel and abominable prac* 
tices ; while you have ftrengthened your- 
felf in your wickednefs ! How many would 
have turned unto God, while you have 
denied him ! How many would have laid 
down their lives for the faith of Chrift ; 
while you have crucified the Son of God 
afrefh, and trodden under foot, as an un- 
holy thing, the blood of the covenant where- 
with you were fan&ified ! How many 
tvould have welcomed the regenerating in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft ; while k you 
have hardened your hearts, and done def- 
pite unto the Spirit ofj grace! They, 
who have finned without the , Gofpel 
ihall be judged without the Gofpel ; they 
fhall be judged according to the difpenfa- 
tion under which they were placed. But 
if we fin wilfully, after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth ; if with 
the unclouded blaze of evangelical light 
before us we perfift in the paths, of dark- 

nefs j 
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nefe; there remaineth no more facrifice for 
fin; but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgement and fiery indignation; There-? 
fore (hall it be more tolerable, if you perfift 
in refilling to believe and obey the things 
whieh have b^en fpoken ; therefore fhall k 
be more tolerable at the day of judgement 
for the idolatrous Heathen than for you. 
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SERMON III. '" 

On Proncnefsto difparage Religious 
Chara&ers. 



• Luke, vii. 31. 

And the Lord f aid ; Whereunto then Jhall I 
liken the Men of this Generation ? 

TNthe education of youth, parental wifdom 
and kindnefsdifplay themfelves, not only 
by the aptnefs, but by the diverfity of the 
means fele&ed for the accomplifhment of 
the purpofe in view. It is not merely 
that the father places at diftind periods be- 
fore his child opportunities and fubje&s 
of inftru&ion feverally fitted to the progfef- 
five growth and expanfion of the mind. 
He ftudies* the character of his offspring, 
and labours to provide inftru&ors fpecially 
fitted for the correction- of its defeats. If 
the appointed preceptors have expended, 
and expended without adequate fruit, the 
exertion from which, in confequence of their 
talents and demeanour, a fuccefsful refult , 

might 
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might reasonably have been anticipated; 
the father looks around for others, if not 
more able than the former, yet fo far differ* 
ing from them in peculiarity of difpofitioa 
and deportment as to be adapted to make; 
under rifling circumftances, an impref- 
fion on the underftanding and the heart. 
If the floth arid perverfenefs of the pupil 
obftinately refift, neither fubdued by prin* 
ciple, nor fhaken by argument, nor awed 
by ftri&nefe, nor won. by conciliation ; the 
ends of his education are defeated : but let 
him not charge his ruin on his patent. 

The Lord of earth and heaven permits 
men to call Him Father. He deals with 
. them as his children. In the fucceffive 
difpenfations by which lie revealed himfelf 
to Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, to the 
people of Ifrael, he adapted his communi- 
cations to the a&ual ftateof the human race. 
In his fuperintending intercourfe with the 
twelve rebellious tribes, we behold him 
fending fortji meffengers diftinguifhed from 
each other, and recommended to the peo- 
ple, by every leading variety of qualification 
fuited to command or to allure attention. 
The fublimity of Ifaiah, the fimplicity of 
Haggai, the vehemence of Ezekiel, the 
paithos of Jeremiah, the Contentions abrupt- 
ness 
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nefs of Hofea, the allegorical imagery of 
Joel, are equally employed to convey the 
voice of the Moft High, to awaken the 
confcience of regardlefs and appelate man. 
v Hear ^ O Heavens! Give ear^ Earth! 
What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard that I have not done in it f 

In an earlier part of the chapter to which 
the text has guided our thoughts, our Sa- 
viour had enlarged in the higheft terms, of 
commendation concerning the character of 
John the Baptift : and at the fame time had 
reminded .the Jews, that the moft figoal of 
the marks of honour by which John had 
been diftinguifhed from above was his com- 
roiflion to prepare the way of the Mefliah. 
His- difcourfe he concluded with the follow^ 
ijig expoftulation. 

..Whereunto then Jhall I liken the men of 

this generation ? And to what are they like ? 

7*bey are like unto children fitting in the 

marketplace ^ and calling one to another •, and 

Jhying, We have piped unto you, and ye have 

not danced: we have mourned unto you an$ 

ye have not wept. For "John the Baptifl 

came: neither eating bread nor drinking 

wine : and ye fay y " He hath a Devil" 

The Son of man is come eating and drinking • ~ 

and. ye fay i ," Behold a gluttonous man and a 

? 8 ir winebibber 7 
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" wiriebibber, a friend of publicans and 
"Jinners" But wifdom is jujlified of all heir 
children. 

I defign, in the firft place, to explain this 
paflage, and afterwards to apply it to our 
own improvement. 

I. Wbereunto Jball I liken the men of this 
generation ? And to what are they like ? 
It was the cuftom of our Lord to exem- 
plify his meaning, and to render his inftruc- 
tions impreffive, by pertinent' and familiar 
comparifons. He now reprefented himfelf 
as in purfuit of a fimilitude proper to illus- 
trate the conduit of the Jews. Imme- 
diately he produces an exadl refemblance. 
The men of this generation are like unto chiU 
dren fitting in the market-place •, and calling 
one to the other , and faying ; We have pipfd 
unto you , and ye have not danced: we have 
mourned to you, and ye have not wept. As 
though he had faid : " Have you never ob- 
" ferved in the flreets diflatisfied and obfti- 
" nate children fetting themfelves againft 
u the idea of being pleafed by their 
" playmates, and turning their backs on 
" every fport propofed to them ? When 
€i their companions offered fome mirthful 
" amufement j have you not feen the 

" others 
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%t others fulleAly refufing to join in it ? 
<c And when to engage their fancies and 
" meet their humours, the fi&itious repre- 
" fentation of fome forrowful circumftance 
" was begun ; have you not marked the 
" unconquerable perverfenefs with which 
u they withheld their attention ? Thus dif- 
** fatisfied, thus obftinate, thus unconquer- 
<c ably perverfe, have you proved your- ' 
" felves in your proceedings with refpe& to 
" John the Baptift and myfelf. God, foli- 
" citous that you fhould be converted and 
" live, has prefled upon your acceptance 
" the only method of falvation, falvation 
44 through my blood, the blood of the Lamb 
" of God which taketh away the fins of 
** the world, by two meflengers, widely 
-" differing each from the other in appear- 
ance and in habits of life. John the Bap- 
tift came neither eating breads nor drinking 
wine. He came not in foft clothing, and 
" living delicately. He difclaimed dot 
4< merely regal manfions, but thecuftomary 
w abodes of men. His raiment was fack- 
-•* cloth, of fcamels' hair: his meat locuftsand 
<c wild honey: from his birth he tailed not 
" wine nor ftrong drink. His dwelling 
•" was in the wildernefs : and in the wiWer- 
" i>efs he Shewed • himfelf- to I&ael wader 
■ -■ -r " i4 the 
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* the auftere femblance of Elijah. How 
44 were you imprefled by his folfemn de- 
cC meanour, his abftra&ion from the worlds 
44 his unbending felf-denial ? Under aH 
44 thefe chara&eriftic marks did you acknow- 
ledge the preacher of Repentance? Ye 
4i faid, He hath a Devil. You exclaimed, 
44 He is mad : he renounces the common 
" comforts of life : he is a morofe and fu- 
44 perftitious fanatic. He is under the de* 
fi luding power of an evil fpirit. Let him 
" preach to the defert : regard him not. 
44 Then came the Son of Man eating and 
4< drinking. Then began I my miniftry 
"among you: then proclaimed I grace 
4C and life eternal. As the meflenger and, 
4< the author of peace and joy and endur- 
4i ing happinefs, I have fhunned all tokens 
44 of aufterity. I have adopted no pecu- 
44 Ihirity of apparel. I have frequented 
44 yoor cities. I have not refufed in vita- 
" tions to your houfes. I have gratefully 
44 accepted and temperately ufed the ordi- 
44 ftary gifts of God. I have ftudied not 
44 to ihock your prejudices by unneceflary 
44 rigour. I have endeavoured that my 
"private deportment as well as my public 
44 preaching (hould conciliate you to faith 
" and holinef*. What has been the confe- 

41 quence ? 
14 
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tt quence ? How have you received me ? 
u Behold a gluttonous man and a winebibber ; 
<c a friend of publicans and Jinners. Thbfe 
" very circumftances in my conduct which 
" were calculated for the purpofe of win- 
<c ning your regard, and difFufing inftruc- 
u tion with greater efficacy, you have 
" twifted into pretexts for calumny, and 
" urge as reafons for denying me to be the 

* Meffiah. This Jefus of Nazareth, you 
u exclaim, maintains not that ftri£tnefs of 
" manners, that fevere fan£tity of condudt; 
" which become a prophet, and are indif- 
u penfable in one who announces himfelf 
" as more than a prophet. He is a fre- 

* quenter of feafts, and from motives, we 
" doubt not, of fenfuality. The man is a 
" finner, and a companion of finners ; an 
" aflbciate even of the unhallowed publicans, 
" whom every Kraelite of common piety 
" abhors, whom the Son of God would in- 
" ftantaneoufly drive from his prefence. 
" Thus ye revile and reject my forerunner 
" and myfelf. From oppofite proceedings 
" you equally deduce pretences for flander, 
u and excufes for hardnefs of heart. No 
<c meflenger can be acceptable to thofe, who 
<c are determined to fhut their ears to the 
" meflage. No preacher can render rtli- 

" gioa 
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gion pleafing to men who wilfully aban- 

" don themfelves to jthe power of fin. But 

44 does your refufal to hearken and obey 

" (hake the truth of our doftrines and de- 

44 nunciations ?. What if you do not be- 

" lieve ? Shall your unbelief make the faittj 

41 of God of none eflfed ? No. Wifdom is 

" jujiificd of her children. They who 

" labour to prepare their hearts for the re- 

" ception of religion, fhall glorify religion. 

" Salvation through a crucified Redeemer, 

" which to your pride is a (tumbling block, 

" and to the pride of others fhall appear 

" fooliflinefs ; (hall be welcomed by the 

" humble and contrite as the power of Goxf 

" and the wifdom of God. They who 

" are willing to hearken with the teachable 

" fpirk of children to the inftru&ion of 

" heavenly wifdom, and with the affec- 

" tionate earneftnefs of children fhall cdn- 

" form their ways to her commands j they 

44 fhall adore the length and breadth and 

" depth and height of the unfearchable riches 

u of Chrift: they fhall juftify the ways of 

41 their heavenly Father, who, while he 

" hideth his counfels from thofe who in 

44 their own fight . are wife and pruden;, 

4# revealcth th6m unto babes." 

Vol. II. E ,. . 1L How 
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II. How fhall we apply to our edifi- 
cation the leflbns which this portion of 
holy Scripture conveys ? 

Firft : Let us confider it as a very unfa- 
vourable fymptom of tbe ftate of our hearts, 
if we difcover in ourfelves a propenfity to 
cavil at religion ; and to impute blame to 
thofe perfons, whether minifters of the Gof- 
pel, or individuals among the laity, who by 
holinefs of life and converfation, confpicu- 
oufly demonftrate the power of fdith. Since 
the day when Chriftianity was promulgated, 
to raife falfe accufationS againft the fervants 
of God has been a diftinguifliing feature in 
the condudt of the wicked* Some of the 
calumnies^ diffeminated by the Jews againft 
John the Baptift and againft our Lord have 
recently been produced. From other paf- 
fages in the Gofpels we learn that the en©* 
mips of Chrift feized every fpecious occar 
(ion of loading him with opprobrious 
names and imputations; of reprefenting 
him as an impoftor, as a mover of fedition, 
as a confpirator againft Cacfar, as a defpifer 
of the Sabbath > as a blafphemer of the tem- 
ple, as a confederate with Beelzebub- Spon-* 
taneouQy vanquifhed for a feafon by lies amt v 
the father of lies, Jefus Chrift gives up the? 
ghoft* Malignity purfues his Apoftles* 

Ha* 
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Has flic changed her weapons? Hear St. 
Stiphen charged with fpeaking blafphe* 
mous words againft Mofes and againft God, 
Hear Paul and Silas accufed at Thya- 
tira, as exceedingly troubling the city, and 
teaching unlawful cuftoms. When they 
had efcaped to Theflalonica, hear them 
again accufed as men who had turned 
the world upfide down. Behold St, Paul 
dragged before the judgement feat of 
the Governor of Corinth, on pretence 
that he perfuades men to worfhip God 
in a manner contrary to the law. Be- 
hold him afterwards" profecuted before 
Felix as a peftilent fellow, and a mover of 
fedition throughout all the world. Exa- 
mine his epiftles. Do not you read many 
incidental proofs, that the preachers and 
followers of Chrift had inceflantly to con- 
tend with malicious falfehood ? Obferve 
him in one paflage defending himfelf and 
his brethren againft the flanderous imputa- 
tion of holding the abominable maxim, that 
it is lawful to do evil that good may come* 
Mark him in others defending them as de- 
famed, as labouring under difhonour and 
evil report, as accounted deceivers, as made 
a gaiicg-ftock by reproachers, as reproached 
for the fake of Chrift. Our Saviour had 
E 2 lots- 
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forewarned his difciples, that men fhoulcf 
falfely fpeak alt manner of evil concerning 
them for his fake. Contemplate the punc- 
tual accomplifhment of the prophecy. The 
anxiety with which St. Paul and St. Peter 
admonifh and enjoin their hearers to provide. 
things honeft in the fight of all men. Ta 
'walk honeftly in wifdom toward them 
that are without, towards the unbelieving 
Jews as well as Gentiles; to put to 
iilence by well-doing, the ignorance of 
fboiifh men ; to (hew themfelves pat- 
terns of good works, that he that is of the 
contrary part may be afhamed, having 
no evil thing to fay of them ; to maintain a 
good conference, that whereas their enemies 
fpeak evil of them as of evil doers, all may 
be afhamed v^ho falfely accufe their good 
converfatlpn in Chrift. Do not thefe ear- 
ned, thefe reiterated admonitions and in- 
junctions exempt the Apoftles from all fuf- 
picion of wilfully provoking the tongue of 
calumny ? Do not they evince decided fo-s 
licitude, by patience and meeknefs, and the 
light of an irreproachable life, to guard 
Chriftianity from obloquy, and by the ma- 
nifeftation of the fruits of the fpirit, to lead 
mert to glorify their Father who is in 
heaven through faith in ' the Lord Jefus ? 

Perufe 
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Ferufe the records of the early ages of the 
Church. You difcover that there is fcarcely 
any crime, however enormous, however 
improbable, with which the Chriftians are 
not charged by their enemies. Purfue the 
enquiry lower. You difcern, whenever any 
Chriftians have diftinguifhed themfelves by 
oppofition to prevailing corruptions, and by 
earneftnefs in genuine religion ; an unde-. 
niable propenfity in others to blacken their 
chara&ers by mifreprefentation and re- 
proach. Now what has been the main 
fource of that hatred to Chrift and his fol- 
lowers, which has never ceafed to vent it- 
felf, among other methods, in flander ? 
Hatred to the do&rine of Chrift : hatred to 
that felf-abftinence which it inculcates : 
hatred to that holinefs which it exacts. 
They who love darknefs rather than light 
hate him who molefts them in their dark- 
nefs, becaufe they abominate the light by 
which their deeds would be reproved. They 
who fupinely flumber on the couch of 
iecurity endure not the man who difturbs 
them with warnings of the neceffity oPthat 
exertion which they abhor. They who 
have fheathed themfelves in felf-righteoyf- 
hefs deteft the man who ftrips them of the 
armour wherein they truft, and fhames 
E 3 them 
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them, with the humiliating conviction of 
their nakednefs. Hence it is that the vo- 
taries of iniquity calumniate not only the 
fervants of religion, but religion itfelf. 
Sometimes, like the Jews who denominated 
John the Baptift a morofe fanatic, they de- 
fcribe the reftraints which Chriftianity im- 
pofes on the evil inclinations of men as a 
yoke of intolerable bondage. They declaim, 
againft the Gofpel as a fyftem of hardfhip 
and rigour ; as making no allowance for 
human infirmities ; as prohibiting the in- 
dulgence of innocent defires, and the en- 
joyment of the eafe and confolations of 
focial life. If they are not thus open in 
their cenfures, they betray their fecret 
thoughts by inve&ives againft every one 
who delineates the corruption of human 
nature, the guilt and confequences of fin, 
and the import and extent of human duty, 
faithfully and zealoufly according to the 
Scriptures : and by their own reprefenta- 
tions of religion as neither unfolding thofe 
views of the depravity and helpleffnefs of 
man, nor urging thofe demands of con- 
ftant watchfulnefs and ftedfaft purity, 
which the perfons whom they deride as 
righteous overmuch difcover in every page 
of the Word of God, At other times, as 

the 
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the enemies of Chrift reviled him as ad- 
dicted to finful indulgences, they mifrepre- 
fent fome of the leading doctrines of the 
Gofpel as virtually affording encourage- 
ment to imiporality: and with fingular 
eagernefs fet themfelves in array againft the 
fundamental principle that man is to be jus- 
tified in no refpeft or degree by works of 
his own, but entirely by faith in Chrift, as 
though it rendered good works unnecef- 
fary, and fubverted and fwept away the 
ground-work of holinefs. It is thus that, 
by multifarious and contradictory flanders, 
wicked men labour to render true religion 
abfurd, contemptible, and odious, in order 
to provide an apology for their owndifobe- 
dience and unbelief. If you difcover in 
your own bofom thofe difpofitions, which 
you perceive to have always prevailed in 
the breads of the wicked j are you not con- 
ftrained to ipfer that your mind exhibits a 
fubftantial refemblance to theirs? If you 
difcern a lurking inclination to be diflati?^ 
fied with the dodrines and precepts of 
the Bible j if you detedt a fecret pleafure 
in raifing or hearing objections againft 
pafts of the Scriptures ; if you perceive 
yourfelf gladly fnatching at pretexts for 
depreciating the principles and cenfuring 

E 4 the 
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the^onduS of religious men ; is it not evi* 
dent that you have not a warm and cordial 
love for religion? Your heart is not right— 
with God. Delude not ypurfelves by whif — 
pering to your conferences that, although- 
you muft admit the truth and the relevancy- 
of the preceding obfervations, you occa- 
fionally make refpe&ful mention of reli- 
gion, and pay a decent regard to her ordi- 
nances and to many of her injunctions. 
The Scribes and Pharifees talked, according 
to their own views of the fubjeft, largely 
of religion ; and in fome points were punc- 
tilious obfervers of the law. But you know 
that their religion was- not the religion of 
. the Scriptures. You know that in body 
and foul they were devoted to wickednefs. 
See that your religion be the religion of 

- Ghrift Jefus. See that you love that reli- 

- gion. If you do not feel pain when it is 
xqntemptuoufly treated, if you are not 
'grieved when its followers are calumniated : 

in the bottom of your heart you love ,it 
not. 

Secondly : If, through the influence of" 

divine grace, you have been brought to 

..-the love of religion, wonder not, qor be 

difcouraged, when you hear the truths of 

the gofpel flandered, or yourfelf made the 

theme 
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Aieme of evil fpeaking for their fake. T^ us 
it always has been ; and thus, until Chrif- 
tianity fhall have eftabliflied a more general 
dominion over the hearts of thofe who 
avow themfelves her fubjefts,' it always 
will be. Evil men, confcious that their 
neighbour is a far more religious character 
than themfelves, will feel his fuperiority as 
approach, and will affuredly be on the 
watch to contrive opportunities of degrad- 
ing him in public efteem, of fixing fome 
name of obloquy upon him, and of 
difparaging thofe views of religion which 
have conducted him to excellence in holi- 
nefs. If you are a zealous fervant of God, 
prepare to behold many of your pureft 
intentions mifconftrued ; prepare to hear 
yourfelf r-eprovecl and vilified for actions, 
which, according to a more equitable in- 
terpretation, would have been deemed wor- 
thy of praife. Prepare yourfelf to hear 
principles afcribed to you the reverie bf 
thofe which you hold, the reverie of thofe 
which you publicly maintain. Prepare to 
hear epithets and appellations borrowed 
from obnoxious fe&s ;* feds, it may be f 
from whofe errors you may have been the 
inftrument in the hand of God of refcuing 
pr guarding weaker brethren j prepare to 

y hear 
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hear them borrowed for the purpofe o— 
.fixing the odium of thofe errors upocr 
yourfelf. What is the leflbn which thi i 
expectation fhould teach you ? It flioulci 
teach you how great is the folly of folici- 
tude for the applaufe of men. When you 
deferve it not, it may be copioufly poured 
out upon you : when you have the faireft 
claim to it, you may be repelled with cen- 
fure and contempt. Wo unto you y faid our 
Lord to his difciples, when all men /peak 
well of you : forfo did their fathers unto the 
falfe prophets * . If you are praifed by the 
world, is it not becaufe you are conformed 
to the evil principles and practices of the 
world ? Is it not becaufe you live to the 
world, not unto Chrift ? The world will 
love its own. Men will praife tbee^ faith 
David, when thou dojl well to tbyfelf\. 
If you are fuccefsful in your worldly plans ; 
if you ghre the reins to vanity and plea- 
fure ; if you devote your riches to fplendid 
and luxurious enjoyment ; then it is that 
the world will flatter you and proclaim 
yoij happy. Live to the world, and the 
world will applaud you. Live to Chrift, 
.and an evil world cannot but revile and 

* Luke, vi. 26, f Pklm *K*- l8 - 

condemn 
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:ondemn you. How righteous, how ra- 
lonal, is the judgement of Holy Writ ! 
ow equitable is the condemnation which 
^he Scriptures pronounce againft thofe who 
love the praife of men more than the praife 
of God ! Chrift is not like the world, an 
undifcerning, a capricious, an unjuft, a 
forgetful mafter. Be ye His fervants : feek 
His favour. Give no real occafion to 
others to fpeak evil of you. Abftain even 
from the appearance of evil. There let 
anxiety ceafe. Be not uneafy as to the 
opinions of men. Be not deprefled by the 
lofs of human approbation. Be not elated 
nor enfnared by pofleffing it. Let it be 
your main folicitude to be found amoiig 
thofe wbofe praife is not of men , but, of God. 
The Lord will come, who will both bring 
to light the bidden things ofdarknefsy and 
will make manifcfl the counfels of the heart ; 
and then fhall every man, every true Chrifc 
tain, have praife of God*. That praife is 
praife indeed. That praife . endureth for 
ever. 

Thirdly : Juftify wifdom, juftify true 
religion, by manifefting yourfelves to be 
her children. Draw not from the preced- 

.* * Rom. ii. 29. 1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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ing obfervations a conclufion which they 
do not warrant. If you are cenfiired by 
the world on account of your opinions, or 
your conduct refpe&ing religion, imagine 
not that the cenfure is a proof that you are 
religious. The cenfure of the worlds thoilgh 
often mifplaced, is not always mifplaced* 
If you are charged with having judged er- 
roneoufly, it may be that you have judged 
jprroneoufly. If you are accufed of having 
: a&ed amifs ; you- may have a&ed amifs. 
If enthufiafm or fanaticifm be imputed to 
you j perhaps you more or lefs deferve the 
imputation. Let the cenfure and the praife 
of others equally fend you to your Bible, 
Search the word of truth. Compare your 
religious opinions, your religious practice, 
.with the dodtrinep*. and commandments of 
your Lord. Confult him, in his revealed 
•word, with an humble, contrite, and teach- 
able Meart, as a child liftens to its inftruc- 
tor. . It was in vain that John the Baptift 
preached, to the fcornful and hardened Pha- 
rifees ; that generation of vipers, who, 
.though defirous to efcape the w^rath to 
.come, would not abandon their fins, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentan'ce. , It 
was in vain that Jefus Chrift addrefled him* 
felf to that felf- righteous race, who trufted 

in 



On Proncnefs to difparagc Religion. 6i 

in their own imaginary merits, and de- 
fpifed the offered atonement of a Saviour. 
Myfon^ iftbou wilt incline thine ear unto wif- 
dom y and apply thine heart to under/land- 
ing: ifthoufeekejl her asjilvkr % andfearchejl 
for her as for hid treafures : thenjhalt thou 
under/land the fear of the Lord,, and find the 
knowledge of God. For the Lord givetb 
voifdom : out of his mouth comcth knowledge 
and under/landing *• When you have lis- 
tened to the words of wifdom, recorded 
from' his mouth in the Gofpel, ftrive, 
through the influence of his Holy Spirit, to 
obey them as an affedionate child obeys 
its parent. Let your faith prove itfelf by 
its fruits. At the fame time that you are, 
found in dodxine, be a pattern of every 
good work. So (hall you be the children 
of wifdom : fo (hall you juftify wifdom. 
So (hall you evince that Chrift Jefus is 
made unto you, wifdom, and righteoufnefs, 
and fan&ification, and redemption. So fliall 
you glorify God in the way of falvation. 
So (hall you recommend the way of faka- 
tion to mankind. 

If you thus juftify wifdom, behold the 
hour approaches, when before the affem- 
Wed world, wifdom (hall juftify you. '- Fear 
him who can caft both body and foul into 

* Prov. ii. I— & 

helL 
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helL But fear ye not the reproach of men: 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. Be- 
hold the hour cometh, when Chrift {hall 
render to every man according to his deeds. 
ThenJJball the righteous man Jiand in great 
boldnefs before the face offuch as have ajjli6ted 
blfH) and mac(e no account of bis labours. When 
they fee it, they Jh all be troubled with terrible 
fear ; and fh all be amassed at the Jirangenefs 
, of his falvation^ fo far beyond all that they 
looked for. And they, repenting, and groan- 
ing f or an g ut Jh of fpirit, Jhallfay within 
themf elves ; this was he whom we hadfome- 
time in derifion, and a proverb of reproach* 
We fools accounted his lifemadnefs; and his 
end to be without honour. How is be num- 
bered with the children of God : and bis lot 
is atnong the. Saints * / 

* Wifdom,v. 1 — 5. 



SERMON IV. 

On coming unto Jesus Christ for life. 



John, v. 40. 

Ti will not come unto me> that ye might 
have life. 

gUPPOSE a legiflator, anxious to deter 
his fubje&s from the commiffion of & 
particular crime, were to annejc to it, as a 
penal confequence, the total confifcation of 
property. Suppofe an individual, fore- 
warned of the impending effe&s of difobe- 
dience,' wilfully to commit the crime* 
Confifcation enfues. The inheritance de- 
igned for his children is intercepted* 
Suppofe the children arrived at manhood, 
and treading in the fteps of their father* 
Suppofe them habitually trampling upon 
ftatutes, which they feel themfelves bound 
by ties of duty to obey j and manifefting 
by efforts of impotent treafon inherent 
2 malevolence 
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hell. But fear ye not the reproach of men: 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. Be- 
hold the hour cometh, when Chrift {hall 
render to every man according to his deeds. 
Tbenjfrall the righteous man Jland in great 
boldnefs before the face offuch as have ajjliEted 
blfn^ and made no account of bis labours. When 
they fee it, they fh all be troubled with t err ibid 
fear : and Jh a 11 be amazed at the frangenefs 
> of his falvation^ fo far beyond all that they 
looked for. And they \ repenting, and groan- 
ing for anguifh of fpirit^ Jhall fay within 
themf elves ; this was he whom we hadfome- 
time in derificn^ and a proverb of reproach. 
We fools accounted his lifemadnefs; and his 
end to be without honour. How is be num- 
bered with the children of God : and bis lot 
is among the Saints * / 

* Wtfdom,,v. 1 — 5. 



SERMON IV. . 

On coming unto Jesus Christ for life. 



John, v. 40. 

Tc will not come unto me % that ye might 
have life. 

gUPPOSE a legiflator, anxious to deter 
his fubje&s from the commiflion of a 
particular crime, were to annejc to it, as a 
penal confequence, the total confifcation of 
property. Suppofe an individual, fore- 
warned of the impending effe&s of difobe- 
dience,' wilfully to commit the crime. 
Confifcation enfues. The inheritance de- 
signed for his children is intercepted. 
Suppofe the children arrived at manhood, 
and treading in the fteps of their father. 
Suppofe them habitually trampling upon 
ftatutes, which they feel thenxfelves bound 
by ties of duty to obey ; and manifefting 
by efforts of impotent treafon inherent 
2 malevolence 
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malevolence agkinft the Legiflator. Siyp^c: 
pofe-'fhat legiflator;" fibwev&-rigbrou$*?md i 
juftice, equally abundant in mercy r*tiW^ 
ever refoluteto maimsfiirthe hoirour oFIfiSr 
lawy equally foltcitbus to remove fever y fti j£ 
pediment to the -exereffe T)F overfrcrinifgf" 
kindnefs towards tranfgreffors. Sup£rt)l "" 
hmr/' however H ardu6ti*s the talk; tcHiSv — * 
devifedti method^ by which, widhfiut eii — 
crbachmenf on* the- principles of re&itudey? 
wklkn*t<lepreciation of his authority,- with- 
out encQui&gemeht to offences, the forfeited 
inheritance may b& reftore&j- every : accef- T * 
fion of panifhment which has been inctir^ 
red' b# averted-; &nd new pofleflrons, fat 
fufpamn^ IR^ patrimony which by ; guilt 
wild loft, "be fuperadded, Suppofe the""a&3 
t*iiMnent X)f thefe bleflirigs, thrifts of frtSS 
mfercy, >to^bfc effectually placed on eqtiiMblev 
attd eafy conditions within the reach bFthe 
offenders. What if you were tb heartl&i: 
tfee Weflihgs are defpifed ; that the bffe^ts 
refe&ed ? -Should* y©u credit the ihteflK' 
gericV? Should you conceive that tfie> arf- 
^ nalaof : thfe world could furnifh mafry hx-* 
amplest of fimilar infanitjr> Stiould^ttti" 
a^pr^hend - that in ' the- moil erflightepeil 
r^i6hs ; frinilarvinfanity iV frequent lit this ' 
h&ur? Should ydti believe that it "U biiV 
-*- : - ■•■'■- : - : - --•;-' -; iieeiifii^ 



On coming unto Jefus Cbriftfar Life. 65 

needful to cad your eyes round the circle 
in which you move, to witnefs many a 
correfponding fpe&acle of frenzy ? Should 
yott believe that ai this hour there may be 
exhibited a kindred fpe&acle of frenzy by 
ywrfelf? 

Our Saviour, as we learn from the for- 
mer part of the chapter before us, had 
given extreme offence to the Jews by ex- 
preffions which theyjuftly underftood as 
a diftindt affirmation of his divinity. He 
proceeded therefore to declare to them the 
glorious and pre-eminent power, with 
which he was, in his human nature, en- 
trailed by his Father. One branch of this 
power was to Taife all mankind from the 
grave. As the Father raifeth up the dead, and 
quickenetb them ; even Jo the Son quickenetb 
whom he will. Another was to judge the 
world. The Father judgetb no man, but hath 
committed all judgement unto the Son : that all 
men may bononr the Son even as they honour 
the Father. To thefe declarations our Lord, 
after fome collateral and explanatory dif- 
cuflion, fubjoined the emphatical words of 
the text ; Te>will not come unto me, that ye 
might have lift. In thefe words three fa&s 
were implied. Firft : that the Jews were 
not at that time poflefled of life ; nor ca- 
Voi.II. F pable 
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pahl.e of obtaining U by their own exer- 
tions. They were in a ftate of death. They 
were in a ftate of condemnation as finners. 
Eternal deftru&ion hung over their heads s ■ 
and from that deftrudtion they werq of. 
themfelves unable- to deliver- their foijU* 
Secondly : A method of obtaining life was 
provided and made known unto them;, 
namely, to come unto Chrtft. God had 
openly fet. forth bis Son, from eternity .a 
partaken of the. Godhead, to be a propitiatioa 
for the fins of mankind - r to purchafe falva-i 
tion by hia blood ; to reveal to men the 
path of righteoufnefs^ and to enable them 
to purfue it. Thirdly : The Jews had the 
power of coming unto Chrift, and of thus 
obtaining life- On another occafion, our 
Lord affirmed, as an univerfal truth ; Wo- 
man can come unto me y except the- Father 
which hathfent me draw him. But the terms 
in which, he addrefied the multitude, " Ye 
will not come untp me," prove, thaf to 
them,, as unto all to whom the Gofpel was 
preaGhed* the requifite afliftance was vouch- . 
fafed from above ; and that their refufal to* 
feek falvation through Him was their own. 
Voluntary deed. 

Do you conceive that thefe momentous- 
teuths have no cither reference than to the: 

Jcwsf 
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Jews? They relate to all men. All men 
equally with the Jews have inherited from 
the common anceftor of all the fame cor- 
rupt riature. All men, like the Jews, have! 
incurred the wrath of God, and plunged 
therWelves into a ftate of death and con- 
demnation, by breaking his Law : and are 
equally incapable of fatisfying his juftice,' 
and delivering themfelves from punifhment 
by* any ftrength or wifdom* of their own^ 
To all inen, as unto the Jews, life, an eter- 
nal life of happinefs, is offered. To all 
men Jefus Ghriftis propofed as the Author* 
atid only Giver of Salvation. To all men 
grace is extended from above, to render 
them capable of coming unto Chfift efffec-* 
tually for pardon, for bleffednefs everlaft- 
ing* Oh all men power and affiftancef 
fufficient progreflively to incline and enablef 
them, if they refill not the Holy Spirit, "to 
come unto Chfift arid attain falvation, ard 
mercifully beftowed. And every man, 
Who periflies in confequence of not com- 
ing unto Chrift, periftes bercaiife, though 
in : every fefpe& enabled to come, he wilt 
not come unto the appointed Saviour that 
he might have life. 

Perhaps, however, you may be difpofect 

to conclude that you have already obeyed 

Fa the 



6$ On coming mto Je/us Cbrift for Life? 

the command of -earning unto the Lord 
' r f Jefus. May God grant that you may be 
warranted in that conclufion \ But on what 
grounds have you formed it ? Do you coar f 
elude that you have come unto Chrift, 
becaufe you were born in a Chriftian coun- 
try; were baptifed into the Chriftiaa 
Church ;> have been accuftomed to attend 
Chriftian worfhip, and to profefs yourfclves 
Chriftians ? All thefe fteps may have been 
taken, and you may ftill be in a ftate of 
death. Were riot the Jews outwardly 
members of the true church of God in their 
day ? Had not they been received into that 
Church, according to the ordinance of 
Goef, in their infancy ? Had not they been 
trained up in attendance on the Syna- 
gogue and the Temple? Were not they 
zealous for the forms of their religion, and 
eager to profefs themfelves the people of 
God ? Yet how does our Saviour addrefs 
them ? As men under the fentenc? of con- 
demnation. My brethren, to be a real 
Phriftian is not to be a Chriftian io game and 
profeffion ; but to be in heart and conduit, 
as beepmeth the do&rine of Chfift. And 
no man is in heart and condutt a true dif- 
cipie of our Lord, who has not come unto 
Uini that he might l?ave life, . ^ . 

That " 
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That you may be affijfted in judging 
everyone for himfelf, whether you have 
coihe unto Chrift that y% might have life ; 
or whether, like the Jews, you have 
Hitherto refufed to liftea to his <^11; I 
propofe, in the firft place, to fet before you 
fome of the circumftances wlic-i hinder 
flien from coming unto Chrift: then td 
explain the manner in which you are to 
come unto him efFe&ually for falvation; 
and afterwards to make a fhort and pra<9ti- 
Cal application of the fubjedt 

I. Atiaong the circumftances by which 
individuals are retrained from having re- 
courfe to Jefus Chrift for life eternal 
the moft obvious, is difbelief of the truth 
Of his divine million ; or feepticifm, fo 
great as pradically to be followed by effe&s 
the fame with thofe of pofitive uribelief. 
14 And fhall a man," we are afked, "be 
u condemned, becaufe he applies not for 
* faUration to a perfon whom he believes 
** that God has not commiifioned to be a 
^Savitmr?" X T o. But he^ may be con- 
demned" for nor' believing jthat God v has 
comtoiflioned that perfon to be a Saviour, 
fiere ttew outcries againft mncharitablenefs 
Wd^ bigotry are raifed. " Shall a man be 
y— ' F 3 " coa- 
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44 condemned, beqaufe an irapreffion of a 
^ certain kind is not wrought upon his 
w underftanding : becaufe the evidence 
i % adduced in fupport of an afferted faffed 
* 4 proves infufficient to convince his judge- 
44 ment ?" Yes : if it be through his own 
culpability -that his underftanding is fteeled 
againft the impreffion, his judgement 
biaffed againft the evidence. Suppofe that 
man (landing to receive his filial doofh, 
and thus addrefled from the throne.— 
* 4 Thou wert endowed, while on earth, 
44 with fatuities adequate to the examina- 
* 4 tion of the evidences of Chriftjanity. 
** Thou wert ftationed,' not in a region 
* 4 ftili overfpread with the corruptions of 
<c darkened ages; but in a larid where in 
* 4 fioiplicity and truth, the pure do&rines 
* 4 of the Gofpel were difplayed : not in a 
fl region where the oracles of God were 
44 fealed up in an unknown tongue ; where 
* 4 ignorance furrounded the enquirer ; 
* c where perfecution cut off the faithful 
44 worlhipper; but in a land of light and 
* 4 knowledge, a land of civil and religious, 
V freedom. My word was unfolded before 
." thee, My temples were opened to thee 
**\My Ministers warned and invited thee^ 
\xi vain. The fupr^me importance of 

44 Eternity 
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%t Eternity thou couldft not but percefive. 

** Becaufe^ puffed up with ignorance, which 

^ thou calledft Philofophy; immerfed in 

** defilements, which thou wert refolute not 

* c to abandon ; or living only to cares and 

4< trifles confefledly pertaining but to thy 

4C mortal exiftence ; thou blindedft thy 

mind, per verted ft thy heart, refufedft to 

enquire, to liften, to obey: doft thou 

xc hope to efcape My promulgated fen- 

<c tence, 'directed to men fo endowed, fo 

<c ftationed, fo warned, fo invited, as thou 

* c wert \ He that beiievetb not % Jhall be 

** damned (a) ?" What could Prefumption 

xeply ? "\VTiat could Charity fugged ? 

The Pharifees difdained to apply to our 
JLord for pardon and juftification, becaufe 
they were felf-righteous. They boafted 
that they had fcrupuloufly obferved the 
commandments of God. They valued 
themfelves on their ideal merits. They 
" fiippofed themfel ves to be whole ; and con- 
sequently to have no need of a phyficiari^ 
They perceived not that they .were fick 
unto death ; that their heart was full .of 
corruption ; that they w.ere proud, worldly^ 
minded, envious, impure, in every refpedt 
unholy** Numbers who denaraioftts XhGWr 

{a) Mark, xvL 16. 

F 4 * felves 
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fdvetChril&ans in principle, Tcfensble thfe 
contemptuous Pharifee. They eherifh high 
epinidris of themfelves. They humble 6ot 
thtir fouls before God. Outwardly detefit 
in their conduct* and not inattentive ttrthfc 
externals of religion ; they prcfume that 
tbey are fubftantially righteous, and per*, 
haps defpife -others. Their hearts, in the 
mean time, are fet upon their idols ; upon 
wealth, or power, or confequence, or plea:- 
fure, orpraife. Of the depravity of hu- 
man nature, of the heinous guilt of (in as 
rati offence againft God, of the need in 
which tfrey ftand of a Saviour who cafc 
beftow upon them forgivenefs and fan&i* 
fieation ; they have a very inadequate ami 
feeble conception. Their love of Ghrift is 
cqjd; their gratitude to him languid. 
With their lips they acknowledge that 
through Him alone they expert falvation. 
But fo far are they from » difcerning that 
their falvation, if they are faved^ will bt 
wholly owing to his grace ; and that tl>eif 
own beft works, when tried by the pure 
and Spiritual Law of God, will be found 
defe&ive and finful : that they look for an 
inheritance in heaven chiefly through 4he 
afliimed merit of their ,own works; and 
deem themfelves dependent upon a Saviour 

only 



tP^;fer-4*UttWs ^afliftapce tQcmaktfu^ fot 
$h£ir jktipeffe&iaiifc. - - r ; - ^ - 
t.-Qtber$ , are ^ prevented &oqi • - throwing 
tWrnfe^ves at the foot of the crafs by the 
S*rche£ihe worlds Religion jfeldora eaters 
into 4beVr thoughts, and vrtiep it crofles 
their minds, i* fpeedily expelled by bufi* 
jjefs. They are inceffantly employed iii 
the improvement of their land j or in the 
conduit of their merchandize ;, or in the 
fuperinrendencc of their manufactories; 
or iri the management of their (hops ; or in 
the -concerns of fome lucrative profeffioft. 
Morning finds them eager to begin their 
daily occupation. Evening difmifles them 
iSfeary with the labour and buftle of to-day^ 
and meditating on plans of fimilar employ- 
ment for to-morrow. Year after year rah* 
DdV and beholds them in the fame track. It 
ycutnention religion to them, they reply 
^that they have no time for it; that evcty 
hour has its engagement ; that they tnuft 
provide for their families ; that they tfiuft 
adhere clofely to their bufinefs. They re- 
mark farther, that indiiffty i$ commanded 
in the- New Teftament : tliat hotielty Is 
One of the prihdpkl Vhrtues i that they "are 
induftrious and horiteft : that/ is to 'piibfat 
wbrfhipj they attend thfeir cliiircli btidi'ih'a 

day 
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day when they have opportunity : that fcfr 
books and ftudy they have no leifare ; and 
that, when they can contrive to fecure aa 
interval from the hurry and toil of bufineis, 
they have a right to unbend and enjoy 
themfelves, and are not to be called to ac- 
count for indulging in a little pleafure. 

Others come not unto Chrift that they 
might have life, becaufe they are faft bound 
in the chains of criminal practice. They 
are fenfualifts, or unchafte, or profane, or 
fraudulent, or rapacious. Their under- 
standings are blinded, their hearts are har- - 
dened, by the deceitfulnefs of Sin. They 
mind the things of the fiejh : therefore they 
jcome not unto Chrift, Yoxthe carnal mind 
is enmity with God. They defpife or deride 
•the method of falvation revealed in the 
Scriptures. For the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they 
are fcoli/hnefs unto him. They turn witb 
fecret averfion from the purity of the Gof- 
pel and the ftri&nefs of its Laws. They 
hate the light ; neither come they unto 
the Hght, left their deeds fhould be re- 
proved, becaufe they are evil. They winl' 
with their eyes left they fhould fee, an' 
fliut their ear6 left they fhould hear. The 

U 1 
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take wickednefs for their portion, and this 
world for their hope. 

With fome youth is the impediment. 
The morning of life fliines bright, and por- 
tends a glowing noon. It will be long, 
very long, before the twilight of evening 
draws nigh. " I purpofe to be a votary 
,c of religion. I am perfuaded that even 
" at prefent I am not far from her paths. 
fc But why this hurry ? May I not for a 
? feafon join my contemporaries in their 
" amufements ? Be aflhred, that I will al- 
€i ways bear religion in mind, and in 
ic due time will devote myfelf to her en- 
tirely." Them forefeeft not the gather- 
ing mifts of fin, nor the' intervening 
cloud of death ! 

.With others age is the obftacle. " It is 
* c now too late to change. My mind is 
a fettled. My feritiments have long, been 
" decided. Am I to believe that to this 
" period I have lived in ignorance ? Do you 
** fend me back as a child*, to rudiments? Do 
" you bid me unrip the texture which my 
u life has been occupied in weaving ? Do 
|C you bid me undermine the foundation on 
f< which my hope has hitherto been fuf- 
4< tained?" The %inertnefs of declining 

years 
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ye*rs cooperates with menu! .repugnance. 
He comes not uiito Ghrtft for life. : > j . .* • 

JL Let us nest enquiry in what - manner^ 
and. with what difpofitions, we are to come 
untojefus Ghrift that we may have life. - : 

Qn this fubjeflt our Lord himfelf hath 
Supplied us with copious inftra&ion* What 
is his own invitation \ Come unto mc all yc 
that labour and are becrOy laden; all ye .who 
are deje&ed and oppreffed with the burden 
©f your fin ; and J will give you reft. . JJiOw 
jlpes he defcribe the perfons who would 
Uftcn to his caWZ J came not to call the 
righttwsi but ftnners rtg] repentance ; pot the 
.righteous}, not thole who imagine them-- 
fclves to be already righteous, *pd therefore 
difi$gard my oiFers of mercy ; but finners ; 
tjipfe who are deeply confeious of their 
j&len ftate, and of the gpilt which %hej 
■have apciimulated by wilful tranfgreffion, 
an<J yvtil therefore joyfully fly to the atqne* 
fpentand grace of a Redeemer/; Read in 
jKefe declarations the frame, of foul with 
wluch you mufticome. unto Ghrift; Look 
into . your, own b&eafts*: Contemplate. the 
Unoeafiog tendencies to :evil. whid*,:per T 
^ade,.them: tendencies to pride, , to. fea^ 
fuafijty*to;fejfifluief§ v to anger, to hatred, 
:::v.- tQ 



ta difcpntcnt, tahard thoughts^of God, . to 
various otben wicked diSpoftxions of th4 
heart. Confider how frequently you have' 
yiektedin pra&rce, how frequently ydu ftill ■ 
yield, to fame if not to all of thefe (m&» ' 
Confider that againft every inftance of Blttf 
one pf thcfe iins the wrath of God is de- 
nounced. Confider how unequal ymi 
have found your own ftrength to withftind 
temptation j how often your goodttefsha* * 
been as a m6rning cloud, as the early dsw 
that pafleth away j how often your fiftiieJft ; 
tfefolutibns, fortified by the remembrance^ 
defeat, have been overthrown J how ofwti, 
with open eyes, with a clear khtfwledge ;of 
your duty, yfcu have broken thfe cdmmalid*' 
ments of your Lord and Judge ih thought*' 
in word, and in deed. Cottfulcr thefe fa<3k$£ 
and you will perceive the Corruption of tfelfc 
nature which has defcerided into you from 
fallen Adam. You will behold in Its true 
colours the guilt of your manifold offenbes. ' 
You will become feniible that your beft' 
ability is weaknefs ; that on your own 
power no dependence is to be placed* 
You will be convinced that you have Tub**' 
je&ed yburfelf to the avenging juftice of 
God f to the fehtence of eternal condemna- 
tion which has been ]>ronounced againft all 

who 
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who rebel againfhbb'laws.. You Will feel, 
not^pnly that you have contra£fce$d a debt* 
which you are utterly unable? to difcharge ; 
htot thai by additional fins, you are conftant- 
Jy-fweJlkrg its -.amount. With St. Paul 
yo\x will bear witnefs againft-yourfelf that 
the; law of Gcid is holy, and ids commands 
. men* holy and j.uft.. and good* With the 
ijtme Apoftle you will confefs, that you are 
Yarnal, fold under fin: and that fin taking 
advantage by the commandment, hath, de- 
ceived you and flain you. Yqu will then 
be prepared to cry out with him ; O 
wretched man that / am I Who Jhall deliver 
me from the body of this death? You will 
then, like him, be prepared, to render 
tjianks unto God for the deliverance which 
he has provided through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. You will then be prepared to come 
tuato Chrift. You will come unto him aa 
the Son of God, whom his Almighty Fa- 
they hath exalted to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, that he may give repentance unto alt 
meO) and make fatisfadtion for the fins of 
tfre whole world. You will come, unto him 
difclaiming all righteoufnefs of your own ; 
md relying only on his merits for falya- 
tion*._You will come unto him. as the 
gpo4) ihephercji w&o laid dowa his life for 
.9 the 
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the fheep } as the true and living way ; as " 
the fountain opened for uncleannefs and 
fin. You will prefent yourfelf before him 
with a fubdued and teachable fpirit ; meek 
and lowly in heart, that you may find reft 
unto your foul. You will implore him to-, 
receive you under his guidance ; to wafh 
away your guilt with his blood ; to lead 
you into the path of life everlafting ; to 
prevent you with his grace in all your 
doings, and further you with his continual- 
help ; to • difpofe and enable you to re- 
nounce every finful indulgence, and in the 
ftrength which He fupplies to work out 
your falvation with fear and trembling. 

III. It remains to make a brief and prac- 
tical application of the fubjeft. 

If you are fincerely anxious that, when 
the prefent life fliall terminate, your fouls 
may be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chrift ; you will earneftly and deeply ex- 
amine yourfelves, whether as yet you have ' 
come ynto Chrift that you might have* 
life. If you have lived chiefly occupied in, 
the purfuits of a tranlitory world,, with lit- 
tle concern* for your falvation ; or if yoi* 
have habitually proved yourfelves under 
thepoj/ver of fun or if yoi* have regarded* ' 

w ypusfeivea* 
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youffelve? as fufliciently righteous, and 
. partly entitled through your own merits' to 
the kingdom of iteaven ; you have not 
yet learned the nature of the religion which" 
you profefs ; you have not yet come unto 
Chrift. If with an humble and contrite ~ 
heart you have bowed yourfelf before the 
Lord your Redeemer, trufting wholly and * 
exclufively to Him for pardon, for ftrength, " 
for fandification, for acceptance with God ; 
felicitous and refolved through the in-' 
fiuence of his grace to evince the fincerity 
of your repentance, ofyour faith, of your 
gratitude, of your love, fteadily devoting 
yourfelf to his fervice, and bringing forth 
the fruits of holinefs then may you che- 
rifh a lively hope that you have been led 
to approach your Saviour infimplicity and 
truth. 

To which of thefe defcriptions each of 
you at prefent belongs is a fad concerning' 
which every one of you may form, by 
meek and upright enquiry, a reafonable 
judgement for himfelf : and it is a fa£t un- 
equivocally known to God who feeth the 
heart* Experience however inftru&s a 
preacher to conclude that iii thtf congrega- 
tion which he addreffes, perfons of each 
defcriptiou are to be found. Allow 'me, 
6 * therefore, 
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therefore to clofe this difconde with feme 
fhbrt admonitions, partly directed to thofe 
who have endeavoured taeome unto Chrift 
ttatibey might have life ; partly to thofe 
who have not hitherto fled for refuge to 
the appointed Saviour, 

Thofe then who have come Unto Chrift 
let me fxhort td remember that, as a tree 
is known by its fruits, fo is faith to fhew 
forth its reality by good works. Let them . 
give, diligence to : hold faft the true doc- 
triiiejof the Gofpel.. And let them give 
equal diligence to adorn the do&rine of 
God their Saviour in all things. Jefus 
CHrift gave Bimfelf for us, that he might 
redeem Us from all iniquity j and purify to* 
hiqafelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. ,. Chriftians are coinmanded conti- 
nually to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge pf their Lord and Saviour. They 
ar^ tp Jtrive day by day to fubdue fin ; to 
ga?ft f rthe mattery more and more pver the 
evi|fiifppfitipris and the evil pra&ices to 
which (they are efpecially expofed. As . 
long ,p6. they remain in the body they wilt . 
perceive with St. Paul, that the flefli luift- 
ethagainft the ipirit, and feeks to, bring 
them into captivity to fin : that in ihenvof 

Vol. IL _ G themfelves, 
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tfhemfHve*, dwtlleth no good thing '; that 
tlie goocl which they Would do, fahich they 
wifh, andcorifefs tliethfelves bound in con- 
fcfen J ce to do, they often Ao toot p^ffiat the 
fcvil which they would not, the evTTwKich 
in their hearts they condemn, which they 
/*' acknowledge that they ought to avoid/tEey 
• bften dd. Continue thsrefdre ihftant in 
prayer, in watchfulneft, in diligence to flruft 
temptations, in holy exertions io witbfland 
/them. Fulfil your duty as a foldie^-of 
Chrift "Jefus. . Would you lay hold '6tt 
eternal life ? Fight the good fight of faith j 
perfevere ha. well-doing. If you draw 
back from Chrift, he will draw back "from 
you. Unlefs you perfevere in faith and 
holmefs unto the end, you cannot be favfed. 
Remember too, that you are to ftudy to 
promote on every occafion the glory of "the 
Lord Jefus. Let your light fo fhine be- 

- fore nien, that they may fee your g<56d 
; works, and glorify your Father which is 

- in heaVen. Let the happy efFe&s of fell- 
A -gion brryour prittciptes, oh your tetopers, 

oh your manners, oh your'a&ioris, recom- 

* : tnehd f feligibh to others. Employ your 

| inflUehce^ your talents, your example, in 

S : the fervide of ChfHtj and in the greateft 

""■ 6^ r ^fervices to your fellow-creatures', in 

- y v ^v v ; , wincing 



Qu Morning unto $efus Obriftjhr lift. '83 

^nlfirtittgthem to the knowledge and love 
<>f'I^Lt^lvatiop, which is, inChrift Jefus, 
and in him alone. If you, ^erve not your 
Redeemer in zealous obedience j where is 
your gratitude, where is your love ? If 
yon labour riot to forward the extenfion df 
Jm lringdom j where is your zeal for his 
•glory, where is your pity for man ? 

With refpeQ to thdfe among you, who 
fiave hot yet tiifnpd unto the Lord Jefus ; 
I could fcarcely fay too much, if your at- 
tention, perhaps already wearied, would 
allow me to enlarge, on the wretchednefs 
*nd danger of your fituation, and on the 
matlnefs of continuing in it. You have 
disregarded the- great object for which yoia 
were, fent into being. You have lived fo 
this World. You have added fin to : fin 
witlrout repentance. . You have defred^the 
indignation /of Almighty God. . You have 
flefpiled his Son Jefus, Who looped from 
the throne of his glory, and became man, 
that he might die for you upon the Crofs. 
* iTou have fcorne&his offers of mercy, and 
done defplte to the^Spirit of Gr^oe. You 
lie as yet under the judgement of e verlafting 
condemnation, to thfe lake of inextinguifh- 
v ible fire. What is* your purpofe ? Do you 
3efijgn ftill ta fet the Lwd -God Gatoipo- 
4 Q 2 ^Qtoot 



$4* O^efmiit^untoJeft^CbriffirL^ 

tent at defiance; ftill ,to trample on thf 
blood of his Son ; ftill to refift the Holy 
Ghoft ? For you then what remainethj as 
furely as the Word of God is true, but wrath 
• unchangeable, tribulation and anguifh, when 
the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed in flspning 
jBre to take vengeance on tbofe who know 
not God, and obey not the Gofpel? Repent 
ye: even yet repent and ber faved. But 
perhaps you are appalled by the apprehej>* 
fion that after fo long a period of flavery to 
^he works of the devil, it is toojate for you 
to repent. Ifthefebe your only alarms, 
Jie^r for your encouragement the recorded 
4^clar4ion of God himfelf. As I live y 
faith the Lord, Ibavf nopleafure in the death 
of the wicked. "Turn ye; turn ye. Why will 
ye die? Hear the words of the Prophet, Let 
the wicked manforfake hU way, and the un- 
righteous man his paths : and let him return 
unto the Lord \ a?td he will have mercy upon 
him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. Hear the folemn aflurance of Ghrift 
liimfelf : Him that cometb unto me I will 
in no wife caft out. To whom is this lan- 
guage addrefled from above? To you. You 
jivqyy yoyir belief of the Scriptures. Whil9 
you credit the Scriptijres, is it poffible for 
.you to doubt of Qirift's willingnefs to re- 
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<peive, teibrgive, and to blefs you, if y°u 

*%arill com? unto him that you may have life 

eternal? Delay then no longer., Put not 

Iris forbearance to any farther "trial. The 

time of your continuance on earth may be 

drawing to a cohclufion. The hour of 

grace may be nearly paft. The laft fandv 

of the glafs may be running out. Seize 

the opportunity which is yet afforded to you. 

Ufe the time which is yet in your power. 

Come unto the Lord Jefus, and you (hall 

fipd that he is gracious. Perfevere from 

^thi& time forward with godly fincerify in 

faith and, love, and holy obedience : and 

all* your former tranfgreffidfcs ~ fh'&H be 

blotted from his remembrance ; antf ybu 

ihalj receive through his merits a crown of 

gtoiy, an inherit jmce pf blifs that eridurtth 

for ever* 
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SERMON V. 

On the Calling of St.. Matthew 



Matth. Ix. o. 

'4&d as Jefus pafjed firth from thence* h* 

*n/aw a man named Matthew fitting at the 

4 - receipt of Cufom : and be: faith unto hint* 

. Follow Me. And he arofe and followed 

Him* •• ^ .. ^ . 

t}EHOLp } exclaimed the voice of Piro-» 

phecy, ere it became filent for foil* 

hundred years ; Behold the Lord wbdlfi ye 

feek fhall fuddeniy come to bis Temple, even 

the Mejffenger of the Covenant, in whom ye 

delight. Behold He fhall come, faith the 

XfOrd of Hojls [a). The Lord comes to his 

Temple. The Spirit of the Lord, he cries, . 

is upon Me-; becaufe He hath anointed me to 

preach ^good tidings unto the meek : He hath, 

fent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 

. ...-.x : ■ (a) Malachi, iii. *• > * 

ctaim 
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cZaim liberty to the captives, to comfort all 

that mourn. Come unto Me, and I will give 

$rou reft. lam He which giveth life unto the 

*%JVorld{b). Does not the world flock to 

•welcome the invitation i PJear the \frords 

of the Son of God ; Te will not come untQ 

Jtfe that ye might have life. Many are 

called ; but few are chqfen {c). Such was 

fhe general refult. JJut among the few 

who. obeyed the call, and were chofen, 

yeye thofe, ^ho .became the inftrumento 

of calling unborn multitudes to faivatioru 

Their voice is gone out through all tbe c earthy 

au4tf?eir words to the end of the world (d). y 

$}lph waf St. Jdatthew. 

In pujfuing the hiftory of the Redeemer 
jpf the world, the Evangelift is Gondii £j«|i 
|>y the cpurfe. of his narrative to themoij: 
jimjjortant event of his own life By* prb- 
feffipn he was a publican ; a colledor of 
tfce public revenue, a receiver ^ftKrtaxei 
^biqh the Jews paid to ^e Roman- go^. 
vernrnent." 0$ feverii accounts the Pub* 
liqans^°were % e^trei&iiy odious to their 
^pHnt^^ii'i p?rt\f, beckufe.it > a s their 
$|finer$ {9 gather the tritJ&fe e&aifited by 

($) Ifaiah, Ixi. 1, 2. Matth. xi. 28, 29. John, vi. 
#J< 3f- l-*tf)' Jo^ -V4 -.. Matth. xxii. 14.. '- 1 

■•••tflt Rfi*l» *»*• 4- • 
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the enemy, to whom the land of Ifrael wai 
now in fubje&ion; partly, becaufe the 
intercourfe .in which their occupation en- 
gaged them with foreigners and idolaters, 
rendered them, in the eyes of their own 
nation, unclean and profane ; and partly, 
jbecaufe, in executing their office they were" 
proverbially guilty of extortion, with a 
view to encreafe their own emolument, or *' 
ta recommend themfelves to their rapa- v 
cieus mailers, Of the contempt and hatred ^ 
with which they weje^b^held you difcerft p 
repeated proofs in the Gofpeta When out - 
Lord ififtru&s his difciples, that for a m^n ,J 
to Jove o^ly his brethren and thofe whb^ 
lov$ him is avsry. low degree of Chriftuta 
virtue $ he imprefl?s this truth by th$ 
queftixin; Do not even the .'publicans th( ^ 
famtl. Ost another occafion, in order to^ 
illuftrate jhe extreme difgrace, the fcomt * 
plete. .exclufion fron* iyiowfhip and broa 
theAood^tp; be inflicted on every matt 
who .(hxuiljl difobey the apoftolical autho* i ■: 
rity.of the Church ; -he delivers this direc- 
tion : Lpt him be unto thee as a heatheif 
man % and [a, J*#hi{ic<m. vThe . condefcettfibn r 
of Chrift^in ^dmittij^ Publjcaps <into > fo- 1 
ciety. mt}i.J^midifgv^(^'»ni fcancfedifed^ 
the Phariifc^ ;; fflfp Wetb your'Mtfkr' 
.,.-,/• '*" " " J . with 
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h Publicans and Jinners ? ' Btfk\d a friend 
Publicans and Jinners I The ""namfe o£ 
Jican was in fa£t fo deteftedf, thatthrf 
a Jinner was almoft invariably coujiled : 
bi it by the Jews. The extenfivfliefe 

the general truth of the charge of ei- 
ion advanced againft the Publicans are 
firmed by the reply of John the Baptift,' 
m they came to his baptifm, and de- 
nied^ of him ; Mqfier^ what Jhdft >ivt ' 

Exafi no more^ he anfwered, than thai 
tb is appointed yon Yet from this 
oxious clafs of men tmr Lord fele&ed '] 
Apoftle. Why? Poffibly for varioni 
bns unknown to us, but manifeft to 
unerring wifdom of the Scfn of God* 
ie, however, of his motives appear di£ 
dble. By this proceeding he probably 
gned to abate the extravagant violence 
fcwifli prejudice againft Publicans, and 
ST defpifed and abhorred portions of the 
man race ; to fhew that he was able and 
ly to beftow repentance unto life on the 
ft -of finners: and to prove that his 
[pel needed not the aid of human fa- 
r for its fupport, but fhottM Vvercomi 
oppofition through the might ! bf that 
l^iwho by the feebleft inftrument can 
wplifh the XQoft arduous purpofe, ; 

8 When 
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When t Si. Matthew heard the call p 
Chriflvwhat was his conduct? Be aroj. 
and followed him. Such is his own modei 
account. &* kuHe, * n kis fla^rative of th 
&qa£ tr&ut^ioa, exprefles the circuna 
(fences more flxongly: Ht left all} ry 
yp y fltidfottowed him (<). He immedUtel; 
abandoned his lucrative employment, fox 
fopk his, patrons, his friends, his wealtt 
his home, to become the cojiftant attendgf 
pf a perfecu ted Matter, who haid not yyfysg 
to lay his head. I . 

^Jffnymanferpft&e 7 faith our Lord,,^ 
hint fallow me {f). Every perign }s p?lU 
ijpon x . h£e this eminent Apoftle, to fqllq 
Chritt. Every perlbn who. would pbt$i 
$Uvati.QQ, muft, like Win, leave #ll, §g 
^rifp, and follow Chrift. Not that we >ftj 
r$<jmred, under tfye pjrdinary difpeafatiq 
of Providence, to relin.quifh our poflelfijpn 
pur occupations, our A friends, and ouf fefla 
|ies. ^Oi^ jtjie contrary, w f ? aye to, fey 
Chrift with pur pofTefli^ns^ by pur pcfi 
p^tioi^s, among §ur friends, in the>.bpfa 
of our families.' : In what refpeds jhen, 
/evesy ofl« Oft..us-#t prelent required tQ4£« 
alf. and to,xife ar^l folloyr .£{irii}£ <& 
£brc^ nafure^pf ^he^lWiflpr 

{s) Luke, v* 2,8. (/) Jobs* xii. t&. 
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thefe days incumbent on us, hav,$ w?,- Uko 
§t. Matthew, {ulfilled the duty j. -To thefc 
^eftions let eut {negations be direfted, . 

J, We arc to leave all our evil fM^ftices, „ 
that we may follow Chtift. There appears 
no r breach of charity in the aflumptioa tha£ 
St. Matthew, in his bufinefs as a publican, 
Jiad borne fpine refemblance to his breth r 
ren. He wa$ every hour expofed to the 
temptations, by which they were fo gene-?, 
rally overcome. He was every hour a£? c 
failed by the influence of their pernicious 
example. And the Scriptures do not fur- 
jttfh any intimation that he had diftin- 
guUKpd himfelf from others in his 6wn line 
of life ; or that it was on account of any 
cojafpicuous merit that he was feleded to 
become an Apoftle of our Lord. Be* this 
circun^ftance, however, as it may, St. Mat- 
thew was a child of Adam; by nature 
corrupt, in pra&ice finful. But he lifteneS 
to tht fonynand of Jefus. His orjginaf 
employ ment^ in. itfelf fo enfnaring^ he for- 
ftbk at once. Aud he feems anxious to 
3DaeW his feme of the memorable goodnefs 
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'.Iris Gofpdy where- bfe'Tecoiints the nanne? 
of the twelve Apoftles, Matthew the JPubl 
lican : an appellation never afligned to hint' : 

, fubfequently to his converfion by any 
other of the facred writers. He continue^ 

. jftedfaftly with his heavenly MafteV; gra- 
dually improving in grace and hollheft, as 
tie gr?^ in the knowledge of bis Lord and 
Saviour. Conformably to his example, 
we are to relixiquifh all habits and deeds of 
wickednefe to which we have heretofore 
Jbeen,addided. This is the firft ftep in re~ 

j peotance. Until this ftep be taken, to 

j fpeaJfi of repentance is hypocrify. We miiij: 

- lelinquifh our former iniquities altogether^ 
~>nd without refer ve. Suppofe that $t. 

- Matthew, when Chrift commanded him. to 
; become his follower, had anfwered, that 
oJhe-., would attend upon Chrift ©ccafionalfy, 

jwhen his occupation afforded him leifure: 
-^and that for the future, when employed in 
: v coile£ling tribute, Jie would commit a£te 
Sot extortion only feldom. Would Chrift 

- have jegarded him ? Would he havfe ac- 
cepted fuch fervice ? You muff furrerider 

yo^rfelvcs entirely to Chrift. You myft 
. fpllQw Him wholly. You ,muft follow 

"liim alone. In all his anions thrift - was 
r pur* from fin, and a pattern oreitery gobd 
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Jtoorfy. .; .When' you wilfully indulge in 
<wick£dnefs; h that to follow Chrift h When 
.you referve fome favourite fuj /or .your 
jOceafigtud/gratjiicatioifc; is that to jjpave #U 
for the fake of Chrift h No man can feryg 
two matters* Choofe between the ; works 
of God, and the works of the devil ; be- 
tween the deeds of light, and thofe of 
darknefs; between Heaven and helL 

1 II. We mull renounce, for the fake of 
Chrift,. all our evil inclinations. This ftepis 
neceflary to make repentance complete. . St. 
, Matthew, not only relinquifhed his occupa- 
tion, but abandoned it with gladnefs. You do 
not fee him taking leave of his home with re- 
luctance andforrow. He was not aftiamed 
to let it be known to the world that he was 
going to refign his antecedent habits of life j 
his domeftic comforts;; his eafc ; his former 
ajflbciates j his fettled purfuits, for the fake of 
religion^ IJe prepared a great feaft to wel- 
come his, Saviour tQ his houfe, befoffc ^e 
- ftould.himfelf quit it: and invited a nu- 
merous* company of publicans and finners, 
that they alfo might be blefled with the op* 
|>ortunity^)f Mening to the words of eter- 
nal life. Afterwards, whenyofi War him 
^mentioning his former profeffion ; it is not 

with 



with defire to return. to it* but With gratl- li 
tulle for having been-callod away from it to 
take* up hitf crofs and foHow thrift. In 
conformity to this example every Cteiftian 
* b not merely taabftain, a$ by conftraint, 
J§:ota jia&l a&ions j btit to^glorify his God 
by cfheerfiil^bedicncfe, and to ferihg his will 
wider thankful fubje&ion ^toWs Redeemer. 
He-is to be holy'm thought, iioly in heart* 
.Jioly in his defigns, holy in his wifhes. JHe 
13 to, abhor fin as odious to God, repugnant 
"^io' his laws, hoftile to his plans, definitive 
^Jtofiis creation. He is to cultivate righteouC- 
k^qdfs.as that which God has appointed : that 
„ whkh God loves : that whidh is the diftin- 
jguifhing and pre-eminent attribute of God: 
, that which fhone with unclouded luftre in 
- : lhe human nature of the glorious Re- 
deemer: that whichrthe glorious Redeemer 
Jived and died to plant and eftablifh among 
, { ]qaen. He is to labour to crucify the bid 
man, the original corruption of which he is 
a partaker, with the afFe&ions and. lufta 
which iVj>roduces. He is to be renewed 
;fhrough the operation of the Holy Ghoft 
^tj^fpirjt/of his mind; to be couformed 
->rin ; heart to the image of Ghrift : tor^pui oft 
. t!&i|$w mart* ;Whieh .after .God, accflftEng 
^:tftthe image of God 1 , is created ia righteouk 
iz aef& 
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' r i* v 'u '* "'■■- ' 
hefsandtnichblftiere. He is to ferve Go A 

not in the {pint of bofft&gtf, but eriovfe : 
mot as the Ifraelites Tdbrtfrtttd W'ttehr 

Egyptian tafkm&ftrfrs, bowing to tb£ ^ic&e 
« whiiih tlrey ^rould not iefcape': ■ bat with? ttie 
i affectionate acquiefcfentfe whtdh breatfcfet! - 
• in die wordsof Chrift, WHenheexclaiitt&ij 

'Father ! Not my will btft * thine be doritV 

.HI. We, HEe St. Maf&Sw, are to re- 
'nbunce private intereft, whenever it inter- 
feres witfr our obedience to Jefus Chrift. 
St. Matthew forfook his pofleffions, £nd 
telinquifhed the employment which fur- 
nifhedliim with fiibfiftence, which difddfed 
the profpift of wealth ; that he might tte 
a faithful follower of the Matter who com- 
manded his fervice. Behold a decrfive 
proof of fmcef ity ! He ddes hot Tioti&iir 
"his Saviour with his lips only. He glori- 
fies the Son of G6d by making large facri- 
fices for his fake ; by immediately making 
every facrifice which is repaired. He 
• Tiears of the pearl of great price; and *be 
; parts whh every thing that he may obtain 
it. He cfibnts all things but lofe that he may 
- wia thejapprobation of his 'Redeemer. He 
-cafts away Jbis.: freafures on -earth that he 
:M*y be admitted to an wtduringf - T inherit- 
. ' ■ -; v . \:-!\*.i - ■ • ' •■ \v>+ ■• aace 



96 On the Gpllfa& of St. Matthe^ 

*nce in heaven; Art thou converfant with 
the Word of God, and igi\orant, that, ^sa- 
crifices, if lef$. 'in amount, yjet fjp^ar^ia 
nature, are required from every ChjUtiarx I 
Compare the : demands : of confeien^eaud p£« 
-interest. How continual the oppofitipnJL 
Haw prevailing the temptation!, ^QW 
lawful, ftrange 3$ the expreffion may f^ur^ 
how lawful, in certain cafes and wit&a, . 
certain limits, in the eftimation of many . 
ifrho arrogate the praife of uprightnefs, is 
difhonefty ! In the daily ^nd hourly deal- 
ings of life what opportunities of undue , 
advantage ! what inducements to profit by^ ■ 
.them! In the numerous departments of 
public fervice what openings for pecu- 
lation ! How commonly is " the cuftom of 
" trade" but another name for lucrative de- 
ceit! By the purchafe of articles unwar- 
rantably brought to fale ; by. frauds wil- 
fully pra&ifed on the colledors of the re- 
venue ; by filence under their errors, their 
partiality, or their fupinenefs; how frequent 
is the evafion of burthens legally impofed! 
But it is not to difhonefty, according to the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, that the 
guilt of unjuft regard tojntereft is re- 
ftrided. Look around ^nd thou (halt dis- 
cern countlefs occafions of acquiring or of 

retaiaittg 
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retaining money, or of furthering thy eafe^ 
or thy advancement, or fome other of thy 
worldly objects, by various methods, the ini- 
quity of which, light as it may be deemed, is 
in many inftances not inferiortothat of diiho~ 
ncfty ; by flattery, by bribery, by compllmen- 
t#y affiduities, by hypocritical obfequiouf- 
nefs, by fmful compliances, by falfe and in- ! 
jttrioiis pretences, by miniftering to preju-r- 
dice, to antipathy or to pride, by raifing or, 
difftifing unfounded reports concerning thy. 
Competitors. Does the man who purfues 
his pirefent benefit by any of thefe means 
leive all for the fake of Chrift ? He prefers * 
intereft to Chrift. Even he who profectites , 
a lawful calling by lawful methods, yet 1 
permits it to withdraw his chief attention 
from the falvation of his foul, to occupy " 
too large a proportion of his thoughts, or 
to agitate his mind with undue folicitude ; 
has not left all for Chrift, nor given to 
Chrift the dominion of his heart. 

IV. We are to renounce our own righ-s 
-teoufnefs; to caft away all reliance on 
merit of our own for acceptance with God. 
Why did Saint Matthew become a difciple " 
of Jefus Chrift ? Why did he leave all to 
be withjthf t man of forrows ? Becaufe he 
Vol. II. H beheld 



98 On the Calling of St. Matthew. 

t>eheld in that man of for rows one who 
.bare, our griefs; one who. bare the. fins 
&f many, and made interceffron for the 
Jtrai\igrefTors. He recogpized the appointed 
Jtaviour; the Lamb of God which took 
away the fin$ of the world. With what 
Feelings does the. true Chriftian in : £V€ry 
age approach the Son. .of God.? He ? lpoks 
into his own heart. He* fees it full of depra- 
vity. He furveys his conduit. He perceives 
it to be a mafs of fin. He confefles the ho- 
linefsofGod: and 13 confcious how odious 
he has rendered hlmfelf in the fight of his 
Creator by tranfgreflion. He contemplates 
the divine juftice: and trembles at the pu- 
nifhment which he has incurred. He con- 
fiders the divine power, and beholds the im- 
poflibility of efcape. Again he turns his 
eyes upon himfelf; and acknowledges that 
there is nothing in him, which can make 
an atonemctt. An atonement is fet be- 
fore him in the blood of the Son of God. 
There he beholds a ranfom: there he be- 
holds pardon ^and peace and happinefs. 
u Though my fins/ 1 he exclaims, " be a 
' * c fcarlet j yet in that fountain (hall they b 
* c made white as fnow. Let my righteou 
: * c nefsbe the righteoufnefs which is of G' 
cc by faith in the L01 u jd'us. He that h<- 
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*S the Son of God, hath life ; and he that 
'Miath not the Son hath not life* There is 
^ no other name under heaven given among 
f men whereby I may be faved." 

V. i", ■ ... 

i.V. We rauft f in the laft place, follow 
OUT Redeejner unto the end* Such was the 
Ifedfeftnefs, of St Matthew, He remained 
$>aftantly with Chrift until the evening 
b$for$ the crucifixion. On that evening 
hfi fliewed, in* common with the other 
ilppftl^ what man is, when the divine 
grace withdraws itfelfj and leaves him to 
-his, native weaknefs. All the Difciples of 
Cbrifi forfook him and fed. Of that guilty 
flight St. Matthew was a partaker. After 
the Refurre£tion, he received,, in conjunc- 
tion with the other Apoftles, pardQn 
and flrength from his forgiving LoFd* 
When Jefus had afcended into heaven, we 
behold St. Matthew continuing clofely /;; 
prayer and f application with the women and 
Mary the mother of "Jefus , and the bre- 
thren (g) ; and bearing his part as an Apof- 
tle in the election of a fucceflbr to the 
traitor Judas. Boldly remaining at Jerufa* 
lem, when havock was made of the Church 
after the martyrdom of Stephen j h3 

(t) A$*,i. 13, 14. 

H 2 proved 
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proved that he was not of thofe who have 
no root, and in time of perforation fall 
away. And the early hiftory of the 
Chriftian Church informs us that, in the 
face of danger and death, he perfevered 
until the end of his days in preaching the 
Gofpel of his Lord. From every Chrif- 
tian patient continuance in well doing is 
fridifpenfably required. Who is it that the 
Scripture faith fhall be faved ? He that en- 
dureth unto the end. Who is it that fhall 
feap the everiafting recompenfe? He who 
preffeth onward in the path of righteouC^ 
nefs, neither weary through floth, nor 
fainting through timidity. No man having 
fut his hand to the plough , and looking back y 
is jit for the kingdom of God. 'The rigb- 
teoufnefs of the righteous Jh all not deliver 
him in the day of his tranfgrejfion. When 
the righteous turncth away from his 
righteoufnefs and committetb ijiiqnity, and 
doeth according to all the abominations that 
the wicked man doeth; Ji hall he live, faith the 
Lord? All his righteoufnefs that he -hath 
daiicfdall not be mentioned : in his trefpafs 
thfft he hath trefpaffed^ and in his fin that 
he hath finned^ in them f jail he die\h\* 

{b) Luke, ix. 62. Exek. xviii. 24. xxxui. 12. 

My 
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My brethren ! you have now feen the^ 
comprehenfive import of the dire&ion to 
leave all and follow Chrift. You have feen, 
that no one is a real difciple of Chrift who 
does not leave all to follow him. Being 
then thus prepared, enter on the great bufi- 
nefs of felf-examination. The hour of your 
examination in the prefence of men and 
angels, before the throne of that fame Jefus 
who has commanded you to kave all and 
follow him, will arrive. What if it were 
arrived now ? If you were now to render 
an account of yourfelf to God ; fhould you 
be found, like St. Matthew, to have obeyed 
the call of the Lord Jefus ? Have you for- 
faken the ways of wickednefs ? When you 
have been tempted by your own evil appe- 
tites, and by the pra&ice or the folicitations 
of your companions; has it been your 
cuftom to yield, or towithftand? Have 
you cheriflied the love of holinefs ; and be- 
come more and more fenfible of the hate- 
fulnefs of fin ? Have you cheerfully facri- 
ficed prefent gain for the fake of pleafing 
God ? Have you preferijed his favour to 
the favour of men ; and patiently fubmitted 
to their ridicule and contempt, that you 
might maintain a good confcience ? Have 
you kept alive* during your beft perform- 
H 3 ances, 
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ances, a fteady convi&ion of your own un- 
worthinefs; and refted all your hopes of 
falvation 6n the blood of the crofs ? Have 
you laboured to become, year after year, 
*nore and more earneft in faith and obedi- 
ence ; more and more watchful againft 
tranfgreffion ; and more and more imprefleci 
with true repentance, whenever you have 
been led to offend againft the Gofpel of 
your Lord ? 

It is well if there are not perfons in this, 
congregation, who are far from having 
made any ferious effort thus to leave all 
and follow Chrift. For who can look abroad 
into the world without perceiving numbers, 
Chriftians only in name, devoted in heart 
and life not to Chrift, but to the world ? 
The exterior garb of Chriftianity they ftu- 
^lioufly wear. In her ordinances they fcrur- 
puloufly join. But let them be brought to 
the trial ; and their religion proves formality, 
or hypocrify. Let intereft call them one 
way, and the law of Chrift another: they 
follow intereft. Let pride beckon to the 
left hand, and the law pf Chrift to the 
right: they follow pride. Let paflion, or 
iloth, or pleafure invite them : they turn 
their back upon Chrift. Whoever you 
jnay be that belong to this defcription, re- 
member 
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member that there are but two mafters be- 
tween whom mankind can be divided. 
They, who are not the fervants of God, are 
the fervants of the -devil. They, who are 
not made partakers through Jefus Chrift of 
evetlafting happinefs with God, fhall be 
for ever miferable with the devil.— r-Choofe 
ye this day whom ye will ferve; choofe 
with whom you will dwell through eter- 
nity. To ferve the 'devil here, and to 
dwell with Chrift after death, is an impoffi- 
bility. If thou received thy good things 
here, if thou takeft the good things, as thou 
called them, of this world for thy portion ; 
thou takeft aifo for thy portion eterrikl 
torment. 

There are others, it is probable, ambng 
you, who have difcernqd the neceflitybf 
leaving all and following Chrift, have 
refolved to aft according to that con- 
viction, and have alfo made fome endea- 
vours to carry their purpofes into effect : 
yet have fhewn themfelves fo feeble and 
flu&uating in their exertions, that in their 
hearts they are evidently wavering between ' 
two mafters. A fin, which they refift to- 
day, overcomes them to-morrow. A good 
refolution, which for a fhort period they 
H4 have 
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have maintained, becomes burthcnfome, 
and is laid afide. Small temptations they 
repel ; and take credit to themfelves for 
their vi&ory. Then comes a fomewhat 
more difficult trial : and they excufe them* 
fy ves for yielding under it by exaggerating 
its magnitude* Then they fall into fome 
greater offence, which calls forth many ex- 
preflions, and fome real feelings, of forrow, 
and is followed by temporary reformation. 
Aftewards they fall again, and become tired 
of contending, and lament that the obftacles 
in the paths of religion are almoft infuper- 
able. Thus life pafles away in heartlefs 
wifhes, lukewarm prayers, ihort-lived 
refolves, unfteady efforts, imaginary pcni* 
tence, and real (in. If this be your cha- 
racter, know that Jefus Chrift demands the 
whple heart. He requires fervent fupplica* 
tlon, ftrenuous exertion, faithful ferViee. 
The whole man muft work : the whole 
- man muft work out his falvation with 
fear and trembling. If grace is extended 
in vain, Chrift will refume his' wafted gift. 
How long halt ye between two opinions $ If 
the Lord be God^ follow him* 

To thofe who have hitherto manifefted 
by regular fruits of righteoufaefr, that in 

fincerity 
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fincerity they have left all to follow Chrift, 
let me, in the laft place, direft fome few 
words of exhortation. Though your pro-< 
grefs has thus far been triumphant, your 
warfare is not at an end. Your adverfary 
ftili keeps the field, and defpairs not. His 
aflaults will ceafe only with your life. 
Perfevere. If you perfevere ; He who has 
begun a good work in you, will complete 
it. But all depends on your perfeverance. 
The crown of glory is prepared. Lofe 
it not by relaxing in your exertions. 
Forfeit not the reward of paft labours by ' 
future floth. The arm of your Saviour is 
not fhortened, nor his ear turned away. 
Look up ftill to him, and go forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Yet a few more days 
ox years of conflict ; and the vidtory is 
atchieved, and the recompenfe of vidtory 
fecured for ever. What are days and years 
to eternity ! Having fuftained the burden 
and heat of the day ; will you faint when 
the hour of reft,/ the times of refrefhing 
from the prefence of the Lord, are at hand? 
Ye have need, and to your laft hour you 
will have need, of patience, that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive 
the promife* But yet a little while, and he 
v ' that 
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that Jh all come will come, and will not tarry. 
The jujl Jhall live by faith : but if any man 
draw backy my foul y faith the Lord, Jhall 
have no pleafure in him. Be not ye of them 
who draw back unto perdition : but of them . 
that believe to thefaving of the foul (/). 

(i) Heb. x. 36—39. 



SERMON VI. 

Goodnefs illuftrated by the Chara&er of 
Barnabas. 



Acts, xi. 22 — 24. 



They fent forth Barnabas, that he Jhould go 
as far as Antiocb : who, when he came, 
and had feen the grace of God, was glad \ 
and exhorted them all, that with purpofe 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 
For he was a good man, and full of the 
x Holy Ghojl and of faith. 

TN the management of worldly tranfac- 
tions, the foundnefs of the principles 
upon which we conduct ourfelves is a cir- 
trumftance of prime moment to our fuccefs. 
If the man of fcience builds his fpecula- 
tions on a groundlefs theory, and fuftains 
them by.an unphilofophical procefs ; fhall 
not they terminate in emptinefs and dis- 
appoint- 
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appointment ? If the Commander embarked 
4a a perilous enterprife, has formed an er- 
roneous judgement concerning its nature, 
and meafures its facilities or its difficulties 
by a falfe ftandard ; (hall not the event be 
difaftrous? Is it not then of inexpreffible 
concern that, in purfuing the interefts of 
eternity, you fliould contemplate them with 
difcerning eyes ; and eftimate, by a true 
criterion, every particular which is eflential 
to the attainment of your objedt ? The man 
of fcience may renew his labours on a fir- 
mer bafis. The Commahder, reaping wif- 
dom from defeats, may conquer in another 
campaign. Not fo the departed fpirit, wil- 
fully eftranged, while, in the body, from 
the path of final happinefs, Pifappoint- 
ment in that purfuit is ruin for even 

There are few fubje&s refpe&iqg which 
a more confpicuous variety of judgement 
prevails than exifts with regard to goodnefs. 
How numerous, how difcordant are the 
ftandards by which it is meafured ! Enter 
the crowded circle of fociety, and advert to 
fome of the different chara&ers, to which 
you hear the term Good continually and 
confidently applied. 

Firft: there is the decent and orderly 
man* He is fo regular in his attendance 

on 
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on the ordinanceB of the chtirch, fo punc- 
tual in his dealings, fo free ftDtti grofs and 
open vice, fo unobftrufive in demeanour^ 
fo decorous in all his proceedings ; that he 
fpeedilyeftablifhes his claim to the title of 
a good man. If, when called upon to 
applaud him as fuch, you venture to paufe 
for additional information : if, before you 
deliver your opinion, you wifh to obtain 
grounds for judging whether, while he bears 
the form of godlinefs r he alfo manifefls tb< 
power thereof; whether his religion is an 
outfide coat, a fuperficial varnifti, or a 
principle of penetrating influence, war- 
ming and governing the heart: you are 
inftantly decried as cenforious and un- 
charitable and never to be fatisfied. "What," 
you are afked, " is goodnefs ; if fo refpe<3> 
" able and exemplary a man as this is not 
"good?" 

Then comes the liberal man, and prefers 
his claim. His pretenfions are inftantly 
admitted. He is fo open-hearted and be- 
nevolent ; fo prompt to empty his purfe ; 
fo kind to^the poor; fo hofpitable to his 
friends ! If you begin to examine* however 
modeftly, however in conformity with am- 
biguous appearances, whether his .liberality 
may not be thoughtlefs profufton ; whe- 
i ther 
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ther his Ipenpvolence may not* be a iriefg 
natural feeling; whether his hofpitality 
may. not be *he. indulgence of fenfuality 
and oftentation ; whether other parts of his 
conduit uphold or contradifb the fuppofi- 
tion of his goodnefs : you are encountered 
with vehement declarations that a better 
man never exifted ; and are filenced with 
the perverted text, that charity covereth a 
multitude ofjins* 

■ Then comes an oppofite chara&er ; the 
induftrious and frugal man. So much 
laudable diligence in his bufinefs ; fo much 
care to provide for his family ; fo much 
exertion, fo much patience ; fo much per- 
severance, fo much felf-denial ; fuch ex- 
emption from parade, from noife, from 
extravagance, from: diffipation : here is an 
example of laborious virtue! If you inti- 
mate a doubt whether his labours exemplify 
any difpofition beyond covetoufnefs ; you 
are treated as a man determined to find 
fault, as one whom neither generofity nor 
frugality can pleafe. 

The next perfon who demands notice is 
the cautious man. His obje£t is never to 
give offence. He fays civil things of every 
perfon ; yet not fo Civil of any perfon as 
to excite the jealaufy of another. He 

avoid* 
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avoids the delivery of any pofitiye opinion.. 
If prefent at a difcuffion relpe<Stirig fomev 
controverted occurrence,; and appealed to 
b>y both fides j he admires the excellent! 
arguments reciprocally produced ; profeftes 
Juirafelf incompetent Xo decidfc between 
*h£m ; or holds fucfa a middle courfe a£ 
may not be altogether , unfatisfa&ory' to 
either difputant. He attaches himfelP&i 
ao party; but endeavours to induce -tilt 
feverally to regard him as well inclined 
to their caufe. He is thought fomewfiat 
referved, and perhaps rather timid and 'in- 
coiififtent: but, while his conduct is it 
tiffue of time-ferving infincerlty, he is ge- 
nerally allowed to be " a very good fort 6i 



cc man." 



«t 



Another charader in high repute is the 
eafy good-humoured man. He is fo " plea- 

fant," as the phrafe is; fo cheerful;* lb 
harmlefs ; fo neighbourly ! Every perfca 
whom he meets he appears delighted to 
fee. He is always furnifhed with enter- 
taining converfation ; always prepared 
to join in any fbheme of amufement ; 
always difpofed to collect his acquaint- 
ance around him ; always careful to dif- 
mifs them pleafed with his fociety. It is 
thus that, poflibly without poiTefTing a ful- 
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gle eftimable quality, unlefs a gay facility 
of temper deferves the name ; he obtains 
far and wide the denomination of as excel- 
lent a man as ever was born. 

The laft chara&er which fhall be men- 
tioned is one, that heretofore was confined 
to the upper ranks: but one whofe prin- 
ciples, in the defcending contagion o€ 
fashion, have reached the middle walks of 
life. I mean that chara&er whom the world 
tails " a man of honour*" The man of 
v this defcription ftudioufly pra&ices what* 
ever is creditable, and avoids whatever is 
difcreditable, in the clafs of fociety in whi<#* 
he moves. When the law of God accords 
with the rules of the world, he follows it : 
not becaufe it is the law of God, but 
becaufe it is the rule of the world. 
'When the laws of God and the rules of 
the world difagree; he prefers the world to 
his Maker/ His language concerning moral 
conduct is the language of pride; and 
fliews that reputation, not God, is the ob- 
je<3: of his worfhip, Alk him why lie 
4huns any particular practice. Does hfc 
reply, " Beicaufe it is finful ?" The expref- 
fidn is foreign to his lips. He amfwers ; 
" Becaufe it is mean : becaufe it is iew ; 
" becaufe it is degrading ; becaufe it is un- 

" be- 
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* becoming'a gentleman ; becaufe it is be- 

u math me : becaufe it is dijhonburable? 

Why does he purfue a fpecified line of 

conduit ? Becaufe it is acceptable to God ? 

Becaufe it is conformable to the example 

of Jefus Chrift ? He thinks not of fuch a 

ifendardi 'He pUrfues it becaufe it has the 

fhimp of fafhioiiable eftimation. Deftitute* 

it iftay be, of. a grain of true religion, this 

'iftwis' regarded by multitudes as a model 

of perfection! 

With the goodnefs of thefe various cha- 
la&ets, and of others which might have 
been defcribed, fome praifed by one fet of 
toen, fbme by another fet, and all of thetpi 
extolled by themfelves, v the world rings, 
lathe midft of thefe univerfal encomiums^ 
the mind naturally obferves to itfelf ; " If 
M all thefe different characters are good men, 
u how eafy mud it be to be good ! And 
* how excellent mull the world be, which 
w contains fo much goodnefs !" Now, un- 
fortunately forthat view of the fubjedi, this 
fcprefentation of the excellence of the world* 
and of this eafinefs of being good, is not 
Sxa&ly the language of the Scriptures, 
The Scriptures fpeak of the world as lying 
in Wirfkednefs ; as being under the power 
bf Satan* They pronounce its friendfhip 

V6i.IL I to 
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to be enmity with God. They affirm -that 
Chriftians are not to be conformed . *o this 
world: that we are to be crucified uitto- 
the world j that if we love the worid,nwe: 
fhall periih wkh the world.. Th$n /jwitb 
refpeft tpthe facility of attaining ;gotft£f»e&i 
, the Scriptures aver, that the imaginat|(jft>itl 
the heart of svery man is evil ffcoBVabfc 
youth : that the heart is by nature dec^fyl 
above all. things* and defperately wjc^ed. 
Their common reprefentation of a Chrifi^n 
life is that of a date of war ; of a ftruggle 
for the m&ftery oyer ftp j of *yreftU.ng agaj^ft 
principalities and powers of dark nefs. TJbegf 
call, upon us to be good foldiers of Jefus 
Chrift j to endure hardfhip for Him ; to.tak* 
unto ourfelves the whole armour of God, 
the (hield of faith, the breaft-plate of xigh- 
teoufnefs, the fwordofthe Spirit. They 
command us not to follow the multitude 
to do evil ; but to walk in the narrow way, 
and ftrive to enter through the (trait gate, 
if we feek to inherit falvation. They 
teach us, with an immediate reference to 
the prevailing opinions of the world re- 
fpe&ing goodnefs, how. frequently' that 
which is highly efteemed among, men ;i$ 
abomination in the fight of God. We may 
therefore feel well affured^ without minute 

a . .-. inquiry, 
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ir*quiry,~*that all thefe different defcriptions 
of men cannot be models of goodnefs. 
We may perhaps reafonably fufpedt that 
fi*>L one of them is good. 
J »-JivWhHe we are thus bewildered in ob- 
ttoirfry* and confufion, the" wo*d of God- 
holdi out a lantern to our paths. The 
Word 1 '6f God fets a gobd man before us* 
Btirtrdbas was a good man. l 
■' -'flfe? e then at length we fed folld grdund 
ttnife oufr feet. If we can ascertain what 
was the character of Barnabas/ we know 
what muft be the character of a good man. 
Let us examine therefore the circumftances 
which the Scriptu/es difclofe concerning 
Win. 

fiatnabas, when he came, and had feen 
the grace of God ^ was glad ; and exhorted 
thtrti all that with purpofe of heart they would 
ckdve unto the Lord. For he was a good 
indh; and full of the Holy GhoJl % and of 
faith. 

I. Bat nabas was full of the Holy Ghof. 

What is the meaning of this expreflion? 
Not merely, nor principally, that Barnabas 
poffeffed the power of working miracles. 
Por though he undoubtedly was favoured, 
l&e other eminent Chriftians of his day, 
*Whttiany extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
I 2 Spirit; 
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Spirit: no cireumftance of this nature is 
here recorded concerning him. The words 
are intended as a pidure of the ftate of 
his heart. They defcribe him as fkndtified 
by divine grace: as being no longer ofihe 
world, even as Chrijl was not of the world; 
as born again not of water only but of the' 
Spirit j as r^fcqed from the dominion o£ 
inheren tcorruption, and created anew unto 
holinefs ; as purified from the carnal mind 
which is notfubfeSl to the law of God, net* 
tber tan be : ftnbje£fc unto it, bfeing in its 
efletice diredtfy oppofed to it ; and as filled- 
with the fruits of the Spirit, with all righ- 
teoufnefs and godlinefs, with holy views, 
holy principles, holy tempers, holy defires, 
lioly purpofes, which are by Jefus Cbrift 
' unto the glory and praife of God. 

^Here you have one chata&eriftic of 
Goodnefs. ^ 

II. Barnabas wis full of faith. 

Barnabas could affirm, in the words of nis 
• companion,' St. Paul, The life which I now 
lead in thefiejh, I lead by the faith of the 
Son of God; by whom the world is crucified 
unto 9 ' me, and I unto the world. His faith 
was fincere, cordial, warm, energetic, pro- 
ductive. It wis not a cold an4 naked aC- 
fent to the hiftoricai truth of the a&iona of 
tz - Chrift, 
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^Chrift^ fuch as he might yield to a true ac- 
count of Pontius Pilate or of Judas. It 
^ras not a barren fpeculation dwelling in his 
liead as a portion of abftraft knowledge, 
J ike a curious principle in mechanics, or a 
Subtle theorem in aftronomy. It was faith 
in the Son of God, faith in a Saviour. He 
faw the extent of his own corruption, the 
jconfequences of his own guilt. He was 
.convinced that to refcue him from that cor- 
ruption, to redeem him from thofe penal 
confequences, the eternal Son of God had 
veiled his inherent glories, had become 
man, had laboured, had fuffered, had died,. 
He felt that the life which was ranfomed 
-was due to Him who had ranfomed it. 
His foul was filled with humble confidence, 
with adoring gratitude, with fervent love. 
With thefe emotions it was habitually nlled. 
43n that Saviour, to whom he owed all, he 
^depended for all. To that Saviour, now 
exalted in human nature to the right hand 
of God, he looked with affe&ionate af- 
furance for . ftrength, and guidance, and 
mercy, and grace. He knew in whom he 
trufted. His works were the fruits of faith : 
fmd his faith was, snanifefted by his works, 
Here is it fecoftd tharatteriftic of Good- 

I 3 111. Ear* 
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III. Barnabas, when be came and bad fee* 
the grace ofGod^ was glad. . ■• , . 

On the perfecution of the -Chriftiaas 
which commenced with the martyrdom of 
Stephen, numbers were fcattered abroad 
throughout Judea and the furrounding 
countries in queft of places of fajfety. 
Wherever they came, they diffufed, the 
knowledge of the Gofpel: and feme of 
them travelled as far as Antioch,; and 
preached the Lord Jefus to the Grecians. 
When the Apoftles, who, tinder a convk> 
tion of their duty aa leaders of the church, 
-had remained in the face of danger at Je T 
rufalem, were informed how fignaJly the 
Providence of God had caufed the difper T 
fion of the Chriftians to become thefoftru- 
ment of enlarging the dominion of the 
faith ; they fent forth Barnabas to Antioch, 
that he might eftablifh the minds of the 
new converts, When he had arrived, andf 
had beheld the grac? of God : wher* he 
was an eye-witnefs of the number of the 
Grecian difciples, and of the efficacious 
working of the Spirit of God ip turning 
them from darknefs to light, in leading 
them to the knowledge of a crucified Re- 
deemer, and animating them with an ar- 
dent (Jefire of {hat f^Iyation which wa§ tQ 
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be obtained only through his merits and 
atonement ; he was glad* Hisjbofom fwel- 
lod tiAth delight: with delight to: fee the 
exaltation of his Matter'* glory, and the 
attention of his kingdom* He would have 
rejoiced, had he beheld no more than the 
tranquillity and outward comfort, of hi* 
fellow Chriftiaii9. But *he\ delight/ which 
fwallowed up all other motives of joy was 
to behold *he growing eftablifhment of the 
cfourdi of Chrift : to behold the luCirA. add- 
ing daily to it fuch as Jhould ite Javedj to 
behold men on the verge- ofrdeftrudion 
rendered confcious of their danger, and 
eager to grafp the hand ftretcbed out fan 
their deliverance : to behold finners ;turn-, 
ing with abhorrence from thei* iniquities, 
and glorifying the Lord their Redeemer by 
newnefs of life. i ■• 

Here you have a third feature in theicbar* 
rafter of a good man, 

IV. Barnabas exhorted them all> that with 
purpofe of heart they would cleave* imtz the 
Zjord. 

The joy of Barnabas did not wafte itfelf 

I© idle contemplation. His fenfe of duty 

permitted him not to (lumber. His love 

^5f Chrift conftrained him to labour for 

1 4 Chrift 
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Chriflb 4 His love- of man impelled* hirii 
the affi-ftance of man. At an earlier pe- 
riod, when he hai obferved the diftreftf 
which prevailed among the poorer Chris- 
tians ; having land, he fold it, and /brought - 
the money, and laid it at the feet of the? 
Apoftles, that it might be diftributed among 
htsr neceflitous brethren. Qn that occafioR 
he appears to have received ? as St. Luke 
informs us, from the Apoftles the name by 
which he was afterwards diftinguifhed : 
the fur name of Barnabas •, which //, fang in- 
terpreted the Son of Confolation [It). How 
many fufferers at that time experienced 
from his compaffion the comforts of food 
$nd raiment ! He now went about doing 
good, feeding the hungry and clothing 
the naked, in another and *n infinitely 
more beneficial manner. He went about 
as minifter to mankind of thofe bleffings, 
which exclufively confer complete and 
-durable confolation ; deliverance from fin, 
fpiritual ftrength, fupport to the foul, the 
bread of life, the garment of righteoiifnefs. 
He exhorted them all : he negledted not 
the opportunity of promoting the ; eternal 
welfare of any individual. He exhorted 

(i) Aa*,iY. 36,37. 
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them all, that with purpofe of heart they 
yvould cleave unto the Lord, He warned 
them individually of the fupreme import T 
ance of being faithful to Him, of whom 
0*ey profefled themfel ves the difciples. He 
fet before them the heinous guilt, the tre- 
mendous confequences, of falling away. 
He taught them, that neither a temporary 
adherence to Chrift, nor an outward and 
formal cpnfeffioa of him, confticute3 a 
Chriftiaa. He taught them that, if they 
would be acknowledged at the laft day as 
Chriftians, they muft confefs Chrift with 
devotednefs of heart unto the end : confefs 
him by life and by death, by adting and 
J>y fuffering : confefs him by renouncing 
the world; by living unto him ; by feek- 
ing his favour, not that of man ; by ferving 
him in fpirit and in truth ; by cheerfully 
encountering for his fake the lofs of eafo* 
*pf intereft, of reputation ; by receiving his 
Jaw as the rule of life ; and by a holy de^ 
termination day by day to fubmit to hatred 
and danger, to ridicule and contempt, ra- 
ther th^ri tranfgrefs any one of his com- 
mandments. 

Here you have a fourth. mark, by which 
f good man is to be known* 

Though 
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* Though I have ftudioufly allotted bu* 
few words to the foregoing particulars; 
your patience, I fear, will allow me to make 
only. a very (hort application. 

You have now learned, from the infalw 
lible authority of the word of God, the' 
eflential nature of Goodnefs. Accuftom 
yourfelves uniformly to eftimate Goodnefs 
by the fcriptural ftandard ; not by the ftan- 
dard of the world, but by the ftandard of 
God. When you are to form an opinion 
concerning other men, examine and con- 
fider and hope and judge with charity: 
but, if you are to judge at all, judge by 
Scripture. Above all things, let the Scrip- 
tures be your guide in judging of your* 
felves. The orderly man may make de- 
corum his idol : the liberal man, liberality*: 
the induftrious man, induftry : the cautious 
man, warinefs : the good-humoured man, 
popularity in focial intercourfe : the votary 
©f honour, reputation. The worfhipper 
pf each of thefe idols may obtain from the 
world the chara£er of Goodnefs. But if 
you are one of thefe worftiippers, let the 
world extol your goodnefs as it may, you 
ate not a good man. While you worfiup 
any one of thefe idols, while you worfhijfr 
\ any 
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aay idol* you cannot be a good* man. Do 
youdefire to attain Good nefe? Look to the 
chara&er of Biarnabas* Obferve the pro* 
minent features ia his portrait. Do you 
penceive- in yourfelf a genuine refemblanee 
to them? Are you, like Barnabas, ^ full of 
the Holy Gboft ? Is your bofom the abode 
of Cbriftian graces; of humility and >fetf?-- 
^baftment^ of unfeigned repenranpe^ of 
purity and fpiritual-mindednefs j of »eek^ 
pefs, long-fufFering, and forgiyenefs ; \qf 
grateful love fo the alMufficient Redeemer | 
lsi^atleaft, your conftant prayer to be. 
filled with thefe and other gifts of the Holy 
Spirit; and your fervent defire to be-aa 
example of them ? Are you, like Barnabas* 
full of faith? Is your faith a faith in the* 
Lord Jefus ? Is your faith a living faith ? 
Has it weaned you from all reliance oa 
yourfelf to habitual dependence on Chrift \ 
Does it conftrain you to a life of zealous 
obedience full of every good word an4 
Work ? Or, when your confeience upbraids 
th? weaknefs of your faith ; is your fup^ 
pficatiQn that of the afflifted father of the 
youth pofleffed by an. evil Spirit, Lord! 
J believe : help thou mine unbelief f Are you, 
l&e Barnabas ? glad when you fee the grace 

'■'.'.. '«r 
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of God? Do you feel warmly intercfted in 
the fuccefs of the Gofpel ? Do you feel the 
caufe of Chrift as your caufe ? Is the caufe 
of Ch rift 4hat caufe which beyond all others 
you have at heart ? When a finncr is re- 
claimed, when a righteous man makes a 
progrefs in holinefs ; do you delight ip. 
the reflexion that it is your God, your Re- 
deemer, your greateft ]Benefa£tor, who is 
glorified ? Are you, like Barnabas, vigilant 
and earneft to embrace every fit oppor- 
tunity of encouraging others to cleave untQ 
the Lord with purpofc of heart ? To bring 
ethers unto the love and obedience of 
Chrift is not an office peculiar to the mi- 
nifters of religion. To tfcem it is more 
ffpecially committed. By them it is to be 
exercifed in a manner different from that 
which becomes thofe, who are not ordained 
to the miniftry. But in an appropriate 
meafure and degree, watchfulnefs and exer- 
tion to impart religious knowledge and 
afliftance belong to every man. They are 
teftimonies of love to God and man re- 
quired from every one. They are tefti? 
monies which every one who loves God 
and man cannot but bje folicitous to ren r 
der. Are they teftimonies v*hich in your 

families, 
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families, among your friends, among your 
acquaintance, among your neighbours, you 
are anxious properly to render ? 

Finally : x in examining yourfelves by the 
fcriptural charaders of Goodnefs, take all 
of them together. Venture not to think 
of putting afunder qualifications which 
God has infeparably joined. More efpe- 
cially beware of being enfnared into the 
prevailing and very fatal delufion, of ima- 
gining that Goodnefs confifts in benevo* 
knee. Benevolence can be at the utmoft 
but one part of Goodnefs. It is a part of 
Goodnefs which, if it ftands alone, is no- 
thing. What could it avail you to lore 
your neighbour as yourfelf ; if you do not 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart ? Nay the greateft ads of kindnefs to 
your fellow-creatures may be entirely def- 
titue of Goodnefs. St. Paul avers that, 
although you beftow all your pofleflions 
to feed the poor, the deed will profit you 
nothing if you have not charity : if you 
. have not a cordial love to man founded on 
love, to God. You may lay down your 
life, if you are a parent, from afFedion to 
your children ; and yet be no more ferving 
God by the facrifice, no more be ading 
under the influence of religion, than the 

brute 
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brute animal which encounters death id 
defence of its young. The quality of a 
deed is (lamped by the motive. On every 
occafion examine not only what you do, 
but why you dd it. Nothing is fervice to 
God, but that which is done from love to 
God. Does either reafon or the Gofpet 
authorize you to expert that God fhould 
reward a deed which is not intended as 
fervice to Him ? Let me leave before you 
this pra&ical truth ; and may divine grace 
imprefs it upon your bofoms : that nothing 
is Goodnefs^ which does not proceed from 
love to God ; and that no one is a good 
man, unlefs the love of God be habitually 
r the ruling principle of his life. 
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Every one that is proud in Heart is an dfami*. 

nation to the Lord. » \-\ 

... i : . •'*."■ • \ 

TN the maladies which aflault the hy mart 

body, a marked diftin&ion prevails as to 
the relative extenfivenefs of their influence. 
Of fome the force is nearly exhaufled upon 
the organ or the limb on which they fatten^ 
Others, deeply rooted in the conftitution> 
pervade the general fyftem : and in every 
different ftate of the frame, and in every 
different mode of life, advance their machi- 
nations, and prepare their final triumph. 
Fulnefs of blood ftimulates the internal 
foe : debility meets it with languid refift- 
ance: exertion accelerates its progrefs : 
fedentary habits facilitate its inroads. A 

kindred 
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kindred analogy discriminates the dis- 
tempers of the mind. Solfie, Us^fcsftre^ 
and terror, firmly fixing upon particular* 
t obje&s, are little excited on ordinary t>cc&>* 
{ions. Others, afpiring to general -fway^ 
find, under all cireumftances and at every' 
period, opportunities of gratification. Of 
paffions of this chara&er the moft eminent* 
is Pride. Jaftlydoe^it claim the denoroU* 
nation of an univerfal paffion. Age or fex] 
or fituation exempts not from its controuh 
Body and mind, virtues and vices, it preffts: 
into its fervice. The heart may ficken, the 
underftan ding may recoil* at the profpe&;' 
But oij every fide the fcene is the fame;* 
We behold men proud in health, proud h^ 
the chamber of difeafe;- proud in public/* 
frond in retirement ; proud of their fru--: 
gality, proud of their profufion ; proud of 
their fobriety, proud of their intemperance ; / 
proud of their pride j proud of their hiiK; 
mility. 

Liften to the chara&er afcrited by differ* 
rent families to each other. How general : 
is that of pride ! To fome houfehsldaq 
covetoufnefs i$ attributed as an hei^difar^- 
failing ; to fome, irafcibility ; to foiQc^-fiffrj 
pifion. How much, larger i$ t^Q.iitjmber 
to whicji pride is imgvtQji I . ; J^QWtfif W *4Tte 

0.j j j ***• 
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even the individuals among your acquain- 
tance whom, foonef or later, you have not 
known to be delineated as proud ! How 
frequently has the charge, whether true or 
falfe, whether urged againft families or in- 
dividuals, been brought forward through 
the impulfe of pride in the perfon who 
advances 4t ! Of the bickerings, the jealou- 
fies, the offences, the diflikes, which fe- 
parate neighbours from each other, how. 
large a proportion originates in Pride, ma* 
nifefted by one party or by both ! 

In the day ye eat of the fruit of the tree 
tybicb is in the midft of the garden, faid the 
author of evil to our fir ft parents, then your 
tys Jhall be opened ; and yejhall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. Pride was the paf- 
fion to which he addrefled himfelf. Who 
art thou among the dependents of the ori- 
ginal tranfgreflbrs, who accurately fcruti- 
nifeft thy bofom, and dete&eft not pride at 
the bottom of thy heart ? Who art thou 
that, after impartial and comprehenfive 
fcrutiny, difcerneft not pride to be more 
powerful in thy bofom than almoft any 
other, if not than every other, rebellious 
propenfity ? 

In order that we may the more diftin&ly 
contemplate pride as to its nature and its. 
conferences ; let us, in the fir ft place, con- 
Vol; II. K fid« 
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fidef fome of its ractdes of operation : fe- 
C0ndjy>1*s contrariety to religioxi^principl6 v 
and to the exairple of our Lord: and* 
thirdly, the. judgements which by the ap* 
pointment of God have been annexed tor 
it We ffiall thea he prepared to > apply 
fogie concluding reflexions tQ ourfelvesu 

I. Let us begin with the confideratioa . 
of national pride. Trace in geographical 
order the feveral kingdoms and ftates by 
which we are furrounded. Inquire the 
character of each from attentive obfervers, 
to whom by long familiarity it has been 
developed. You will ^perceive different 
regions refpe&ively feparated and defined 
by appropriate marks, of moral difcrimina* 
tion : and yQU will perceive one mark 
extended to all. This people will be de- 
fcribed as courageous ; that,, as interefted ; 
that, as fickle ; that, as circumfpeft. But, 
before the defcription be completed, you 
will hear each characterized as proud* 
Liften to the voice of nations converfing 
with each other in the public language of 
manifeftoes and memorials. How often is 
pride the mafter-note by which the whole 
ftr^in-and cadence is governed ! Lifted to 
their moft retired intercourfe imparted by 
the records of fecret negotiation. The 

.". . :... * • . .v . ; ? nyaftet- 
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ttafter-npte is the fame. What is the rhoftf 
frequent, the moft obftipate impediment td 
the fuceefsful conclufion of the treaty? 
fcride: pride fometimes wearing the fea«* 
tures of emulation ; fometimes of ambition y 
fometimes of refentment ; fometimes of 
policy ; but under every form and at every 4 
fiep difclofing its inherent character. Whetf 
ait injury has been hazarded ; on what 
ground does the difficulty of obtaining re- 
paration commonly reft ? On the value of 
the invaded right ? Seldom either wholly 
or principally. It was probably at the 
inftigation of pride that the aggrefTor made 
the feizure. It is pride which inftigates 
hi* ftruggles to retain it. Prudence, how- 
ever, or timidity deters him from the con- 
teft. He is not unwilling to rtftore his 
prize. But he cannot brook humiliation. 
He muft not feem to admit that he has> 
done wrong. He muft not appear to have 
been forced into reftitution. The difgrace of . 
conceffion muft be veiled. Some fpecious 
pretence muft * be framed : fome oftenfible 
equivalent devifed : fome decent interval- 
allowed. His pride muft be managed ; hisi 1 
dignity miift be confulted : his honour muft r 
be faved. Such are the difclofures, fuch is 
the language, of diplomatic annals, . 

&2 Throw 
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Throw your eye acrofs the narrow but* 
wark of waters, by- which the providence 
of the Moft High has divided and defended 
us from the Continent; and you. behold 
one of the moft gigantic o£ the examples of 
national pride which have ever aftoniflied 
an indignant or a fubjugated world. Our 
concern, however, is with ourfelves. jfudge 
noty that ye be not judged. In all our in- 
quiries, national or perfonai, refpe&ing the 
conformity of our motives and our pra&ice 
to fome fpecific branch of moral and reli- 
gious duty; the important queftion,. the — 
queftion at iflue between ourfelves and our 
Qods, is not whether others have not of* — 
fended more; but whether ^fae are not - 
offenders. Look on the page of modern 
hiftory ; call to mind our public language 
and tranfa&ions within the compkfe of your' 
own memory : and declare in the prefencer 
of a God of truth, a God who fearcheth 
the heart, whether the vauntings of national 
pride have not on numerous- occafions been 
difplayed. When we have alluded' to the 
relative rank which we have fuftained 
among the kingdoms of Europe, to the re-r 
fpe£t and the awe with which the Britifh 
name is regarded in diftant quarter* of the 
globe : is it feldom that our hearts have 
4 cherifhed 
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£heriflied the emotions and our tongues 
uttered the voice pf wogance ? Has Pro- 
vidence blefled us with a vi&ory ? Has it 
(thus made the moft forcible appeal to oqr 
humility"; thus addreflTed itfelf to our grati- 
tude by bellowing, notwithftanding our 
iftany fins and provocations, a fignal and 
'Unmerited blefling? What has been the 
-popular cry ? " Behold, a proud day for 
* England!" Has the Divine, Wifdgm 
^ fommaned us to felf-abafcment by defeat ? 
How has the fummons been obeyed ? City 
and country have refounded withtheexcla-^ 
mation of felfrfufficient confidence : ** We 
u mud roufe the proud fpirit of Britons !" 
^ Even on the perilous edge of that conteft for 
life* and for every earthly object dearer than 
Hfe,to which we, at this moment, are hurried 
b.jran inveterate and frantic fcje ; how gene- 
rally in the fenate and in the private circle* 
.no left than on the parade and in the camp, 
. Ja national pride, tinder various forms, ad- 
< jdrefled, applauded, pufhed forward to ad- 
. ditonal exceflesi Woe to the fenfelefs 
couftfellors of this 7 world who /peak welLoi 
.pride y which God abhorreth. Proud and 
•haiigbty.f corner is* bis name y who dealeth in 
or^nmdwratb (#}., Shall the couafel -ofthe 

te&h$tL K 3 . haughty 
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haughty (land ? Pride goeth before dcftruc* 
tion ; and an haughty fpirit before a fall (£}• 
There is no king faved by the multitude of an 
boft : a mighty man is not delivered by much 
Jlrength (r). Let us diligently prepare our 
hofts for battle : but on the Lord of Hofts 
be our dependence. Away with every 
Jofty look, every boaftful word,- every prou<J 
imagination of- the heart. Put on, as the 
eleB of God % holy and beloved \ humblene/i 
if mind (d). So may we meekly hope 
that the Lord of Hofts fhall go forth with 
our armies. 

Turn to the walks of private life. In>every 
place pride encounters you. Contemplate 
fome of its ordinary appearances. 

Survey the man who is intoxicated by 
pride of birth. Forgetful that the long 
line of his anceftry may have been con* 
fpicuous rather for fuccefs than for defert ; 
for talents than for virtue : forgetful that 
the glory of their fuccefs, the praife of 
their defert, was due not to themfelves but 
to Him, from whom is every good an4 
perfect gift; forgetful that the merit of 
anceftors allures not hereditary excellence 
to their defcendent, but renders ittfabfencc 

(t>) P/dv. xvi, 18. (?) Pf, xxxiii. 16. 

{d) Col. lii. i*. 

more 
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^ftetjtation {looping to contrive it$ own 
indnlgeftce. < 

-: Contemplate the pride of genius* intel- 
leS, and talents. Under how many various 
4frapes is it exhibited ! Sometimes it mani- 
Jefts itfelf ir\ difdain of induftry, as iadic^- . 
.-tiys pf flulnefs : fometimes in the Jove of 
$pgul$rity and paradox : fometimes in 
L fcokl«fifs of fpeculation, and extravagance 
<C>f cpnjedure : fometimes in pronenefs to 
fligmatize received opinions as vulgar preju- 
dices; ^nd in fceptical repugnance to ac- 
.quiefce in any truth not completely cir* 
^umfcribed within, the fpan of human 
.gomprehenfion : fometimes in reludancc 
*to difcern and acknowledge the neceffity^of 
Oniverfal and exclufive dependence on Di- 
.*Yine Grace for ftrength under trials j and, 
•-when the vaunted powers of the unaided 
*.tpiad prove unable to fuftain the foul^ in 
*fretfulnefs, impatience, complaints of un- 
merited hardships, and open accufations pf 
^<he impartiality and goodnefs of God. Some- 
) time* it -betrays itfelf by overweening ideas 
^which the individual-ill difguifes of the ex- 
tent of his own powers, and by his unbound- 
ed estimation of their importance : fome- 
times by open fcorn of ordinary men, and 
of the fobnety of common fenfe ; .fometimes 

:V.£V..v> bT 
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< ^ 'Obferve the pride :>cif wtehJu' What 
toil, what folicitude, what confinement!, 
What (elf-denial, what wearifome and per- 
^everinjg induftry, are devoted to the eftraf- 
blifliment of a name for opulence J To be 
eminent on the exchange, in the reforts 
tif commerce; to be pointed out as a man 
r rifing in credit and thriving in his eater-* 
prizes ; to difcern the gaze of envy ih 
others, themfelves high in the catalogue df 
the wealthy j how flattering, how gratify- 
ing ! Through the pride of his countenance % 
'God is not in all his thoughts' {e). , To his 
own fagacity, vigilance, and exertion he 
afcribes the praife : to himfelf he offers m- 
rcnfe. My power , he cries, and the might 
of my band have gotten me this wealth {f). 
Trom the pride of accumulation and pof- 
fefllon advert to the pride of difplaying 
riches. See new apartments added to the 
already comfortable manfion. See the 
number of domeftics enlarged. See the 
fplendour of furniture and the luxtiry of 
the table augmented. See conteitipt of 
expence affe&ed. Sec the praife of mag-> 
tiificence affiduoufly purfued. See pride, 
by various arts adapted to the purpofes of 

(e) Pftlmx. 4. >.. .. (/)Deut# viikX7> .. . 

oflentation 
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^Hesitation {looping to contrive k$ i own 
indulgence. -f 

.-: Contemplate the pride of genius, witel* 
le&, and talents. Under how many various 
ijiapes isle exhibited ! Sometimes it ipani- 
fefts itfelf in difdain of induftry, as indie*- . 
^iye pf tfulnefs: fometimes in the Jove of 
fipgul^rity and paradox : fometimes in 
& lx>kta6& of fpeculation, and extravagance 
of cqnje&ure : fometimes in pronenefs to 
fiigmatize received opinions as vulgar preju- 
dices; and in fceptical repugnance to ao 
quiefce in any truth not completely cis* 
^mfcribed within, the fpan of human 
.pomprehenfion: fometimes in reludancc 
♦to difcern and acknowledge the neceffity of 
Oniverfal and exclufive dependence on Di- 
"vine Grace for ftrength under trials ; and, 
r when the vaunted powers of the unaided 
*.ipiad prove unable to fuftain the foul, in 
< fretfulnefs, -impatience, complaints of un- 
merited hardships, and open accufations pf * 
'^he impartiality and goodnefs of God. Squje- 
) time* it i)etrays itfelf by overweening ideas 
. -which the individual.ill difguifes of the ex- 
4£nt of fris own powers, and by his upbound- 
* ed eljtiajation of their importance : fome- 
times by open fcorn of ordinary men, and 
of thefobciety of common fenfe: -fometimes 

':V.?.V.VUC bv 
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by unwarranted daringnefs of enterprise*, 
and prefumptuous confidence of fuccefs. 
Sometimes it is difplayed in impatience of 
contradiction, in oracular fententioufnefs, 
in a di&atbrial delivery of opinion : fomfr- 
twaes "in the' authoritative claim, or in the 
pretended contempt, of applaufe: fometimes 
in antipathy to real or imaginary rivals j 
fcnd in determined averfion to recognize 
merit in others, efpecially in" any perfori 
diftinguiflied by qualities of mind, kindred 
to thofe in which this votary of pride 
makes his boaft. 

Obferve the pride of literary and profefV 
fional attainments. Behold the man of 
learning in his library fwelling with conv 
fcious erudition. Behold him fhunning 
fociety with fullen fupercilioufnefs : or 
coming forth into the world a haughty, 
polemic, difplaying himfelf in the field of 
controverfy as a gladiator in the Circus;" 
eager to draw the eyes of the fpe£tators to 
admiration of his prowefs ; combating fo? 
victory rather than for truth j loading and, 
ftiffening the moll familiar fubjedt of dik 
courfe with dogmatical arrangement and 
the pedantry of quotation ; engaging in 
focial converfe with the manners and tem- 
pers of a difputant ftudious to exhibit his 
8 pre-eminence 
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yct^tmttpnct; and, in the fyxrit of literary 
defporifm, to frown down or bear down 
opposition. Confider the different profe£- 
jGons, whether defigned primarily for the 
iupportor for the embellilhment of life: and* 
behold in the conduct of numbers who 
have attained to diftindiqn a melancholy 
proof of the facility with which pride in* 
fmuates itfelf into dominion over the heart* 
Skill, ingenuity, fuccefs, how often, inftead 
pf bumbling the mind with a convi&idn 
of the bounteous goodnefc of God^do they 
inflate it with felf-complacency ; and tempt 
it to aJjribe to itfelf the powers which are 
the gift, and the events which are the ap* 
potntment, of the Moft High I 

Several other forms under which pride re^ 
veals itfelf might be diftinguifljed by parti- 
cular notice : more efpecially the pride of 
fafhion, which, at one time, allies itfelf with 
canity ; at another, afluming a loftier deport- 
ment, conftitutes the character recently de-> 
lineated, on a preceding occalion, which the 
world denominates the man of honour (g). 
But is there not yet an exacnple of pride too 
portentous to be paffed over in filence, or 

(g) See the preceding Sermon j and alfe vol. t. p. 380 

-3«3- 
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to Jufk ttnderthe Vlaguehefs of general ex* 
preffibhs? 1 There is an example ^hkh 
Unfolds more glaringly than any or than aU 
Of thofe which have hitherto been adduced* 
the odiotffndV* the malignity,^ the heinouA 
nefs of this univerfal paffion. Who is this 
«lddel <>f deformity ? Who is this that, 
like Leviathan in the waters,// a king truer 
ib# thMreri of. pride {b) t The man of 
{piritnal pride. The man who, with the 
Ifjririt 6f the Phariffee, exclaims, God y I thank 
lb& 7 that I am not as other men are (£). 
The man who, frojn the pinnacle of felf- 
V3ghte6tinefe, Ipoking fcornfully on * his 
neighbour cries, Stand by tbyfelf: come 
frot hear tct met for I am holier than 

it. BUfle<2t on the irreconcilable con* 

trariety betweqii pride and religious prin- 

K C^ple,, as that principle (lands recorded in 

fhe Scriptures, and exemplified in the cha- 

Wier of our I»9rd Jefus Chrift. . 

The corner^ftone of Chriftian virtue, of 
Chriftian faith, is humility. What was the 
weightieft obftacle tq the convernori of the 
Jews? Prfde: Pride which forbade them 

- %. 

(b) Job, xli. 34. (i) Luke, xviii. 11. 

,(4) Ifeiah, Lev. 5, ' '"" ' 

- r: ~ ."'* " . to 
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to. fe$fl*{^& their expectations -of ar,tri<t 
yaaphaat MolTiah, and their confidence ia 
their perfoaal righteoufacfs : Pride, whkh 
aggravated *he offence o£ A the Grofs, the 
ignominy of acknowledging a Redeemer 
who had died between two malefa£lor$ ; 
Piide, which permitted them not, wheo 
they had crucified the Mafter, to lifltea xo 
the fcrvanfs : Pride, which prohibited then* 
from brooking theextin&ionofthe Mo&ic 
ritual, and the admiffion of Samaritans aiid 
Gentiles into favour with God and comiuuf 
nion with the dependents x>f Jacob. What 
obftacle chiefly impeded the converfion, of 
the Romans and the Greeks? Prides: Pride, 
which fhamed them with the thoug^t v cif 
accepting a religion fprung from Judep, ainl 
difclaiming the fubtleties of philofqphy. 
What is the primary fource of modern un- 
belief? Pride: Pride, which refufes to'db 
homage to the wifdom of iRxvelation^ind 
bow the neck to the yoke of the Gbf|>el. 
On whom did Jcfus Chrift find it the iribft 
difficult to make an impreflion ? On the 
extortioner and the unchafte ? The publicans 
and harlots, faid he, to the haughty Phari- 
sees,^ info the kingdom of God before you (/). 

(/) Matth. xxi. 31. 

Whom 



t|* Om Pride. 

Whom did his apoftlcs the moll eafity pef- 
fuade ? The man diftinguiftied by rank ot 
knowledge I Not many wife men after the 
Jle/by replies St. Paul, not many mighty, not 
many nobh are called* But God hath chofert 
the foolijh / kings of this world to confound 
the wife : ami God bath chojkn the weak 
things of the world to confound the things* 
which are mighty : and bafe things of the 
world and things which are defpifed hatb 
God chofen [m) : the ignorant, becaufe they 
were not too proud fo learn ; the poor, 
bctfatife they were alfo poor in fpirit ; the 
fmmble in ffatton, becaufe they were alfb 
tartly* ib mind. Whom does* the expe- 
rience of minifters of religion now pro*- 
nounce leaft open to convidion? The difc 
honeftand the diflbiute ? No, The cold 
and carelefs fcorner. Compared ifrith the 
man whofe heart Is fhut up in felf-righ- 
teoufnefs, or fteded by inveterate contempt, 
the abandoned profligate is a hopeful' fub- 
jedt of converfion. Do yoq wonder then 
to hear the voice of the Scriptures raifed 
in Continual admonitions againft Pride, in 
continual exhortation* to humility ? In the 
mouth of the foolijh is a rod: of Pride. The 

(») t (Jor. i. 26-^26. 

Lord 
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tor-d batftJ? & proud* hoi. Jt high look arid 

afiropd heart is Jin. Pride and arrnganey 

io J batfi. Every ane that is proud im heart 

L* an abomination to the Lord. The Pride of 

life is ngt of the Father, but of the worlds 

}£ any man love the world, the love of the 

father is not in him. When Pride cometb\ 

tbhk cometh Jhame ; but with the • lowly is 

mfdom. Be clothed uitb humility : for God 

tejiftttb the proud, but giveth grace to the 

humble. Thus faith the high and lofty One 

that inbabiteth eternity, wbofe name is Holy ? 

I dwell with him that is of an humble fpirit. 

Whofoever exaheth bimfelf Jliall be abq/ed j 

and be that humbletfo himfelfjhall be exalted* 

Serve the Lord with all humility of mindl 

Walk humbly with thy God (/r). 

So fpeak the warnings and the precepts 
of Scripture. How fpeaks the example ofi 
our Lord ? Being in the form of God, and 
thinking it not robbery to be equal with. Gad? 
be made himfelf of no reputation, and took, 
upon him the form of *?• fervant and, was 
Wade in the likenefs of men : and being fotmdt 
tnfajhion as a man, he humbled h'wnfelf anck 
fecame obedient unto death, even the death* 

( n ) Prov. xiv. 3. vi. 17. xxi. 4. vili. 13. Xvi. 5. xi. 2. 
f M n> jj ,^ j5 # j p et# v# j Ifaiah, lvii, 15. Luke, 
*"' * x. A&s, xx. 19. Micah/vi. 8. 

v " of 
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pf the Croft \o\ Though by nature Gcx/, 
voluntarily to become man ; to be bora it* 
Che meaneft ftation ; to be deftitute of ** 
place where to lay his head ; to fele& af-** 
fociates and difciples of the loweft rank f_ 
to be the fcorn of the wealthy and the 
powerful ; to lead a life of continual toil, 
of unceafing peril ; to deliver himfelf into 
the hands of his implacable enemies ; to 
lubmit to be the jeft of the rabble, the de~ 
rifion of the Ibldiery ; to hide not his face 
from fhame and fpittiHg ; to bear the reed, 
the crown of thorns, the purple robe j 
to hear a feditious murderer preferred be* 
fore him : to endure this aggravated ma- 
lignity, this extremity of infult, from crea- 
tures whom his word had formed, whom 
his word could inftantly have annihilated j 
to die between two thieves by the moft 
ignominious mode of death ; to die thus, 
praying for his deftroyei s ; to die thus as 
an atoning facrifice for a rebellious and 
apoftate world : is not this Humility ? Is it 
not humility ftupendous, furpaffing ex- 
ample, ftretching the limits of human cora- 
ptehenlion ? This was the mind which was 
in Cbri/i Jefiis. Followers of Chrift Jefus ! 

(#) Philipp. ii. 6— $. 

Lei 
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H*i u thiffrihit be iti'you(p).' C6tfe, fkitH; 
y<ttif ILbrd, and learn of Me :for I am rricek 
**9hT lowly in heart [q). I have given you\ ' 
iree&claims in concluding a pra&ical lefc-'" : 
lei* of humility; I have given you an ex-' 
dffiple that yt \ Jhould do as I have done (r)\ 
Ttiisf was the mind which was in Chfift l 
Jefbs. -'Followers of Chrift Jefus! let this 
ifitihd be in you. 

/•lit. JJehold in the fpecial judgements by • 
wlifcH- the Almighty has in former ages ' 
mahifefted his indignation againft Pride, 
the* vengeance which it h^is at all times to 
expe£t from his unchangeable abhorrence. 

*fhfe judgements with which tbe'Su-. 
prferiie Being chaftifes nations for a parti- 
cular fin are not only penal inflictions upon 
tne whole people colle&ively, but fpecial : 
tokens of difpleafure againft every indivi-'' 
d6al -guilty of the offence* What is the^ 
fifr* which (lands prominent in the annate 
of* Holy writ, as having difplayed fingular 
potency in drawing down national ven- r 
geanee from above? Pride. What is the- 
fifk- Which hath drawn down the moft con^- 



(f>) Philipp. ir. 5. {q) Mattb. xi. 28, 29. 

(r) John, xiii. 15., 

• JVol. IL L fpicuous 
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fpicuo'us vengeance on individual charac-^ 
ters? Pride. Why doth God decree the 
deftru&ion of Moab?, Moab^ faith God, 
fjall be dejlroyed from beiifg a people , becaufe 
be bath magnified himfelf againji the Lord. 
We have heard the pride of Moab ; he if ex- 
ceeding proud; bis loftinefs^ and his arro* 
gancy^ and bis prick , and the baughtinefs of 
bis heart (s). Why is Edom to perifh ? 
The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee : 
therefore Edom Jhall be a defolation (/). 
Why is Tyre to be demolifhed for ever ? 
Becaufe her heart is lifted up ^ the Lord of 
Hofs hath pnrpofed to fain the pride of all 
her glory (u). Why is Babylon doomed to 
perpetual ruin? Behold, lam again/1 thee, 
s thou piojl proudy faith the Lord God of 
Hofs. Call together the archers againji 
Babylon : all ye that bend the bow, camp 
againji it round about) let none thereof 
efcape : recompenfe her according to her 'work : 
forjhe hath been proud againf the Lord {w). 
Why was Ifrael menaced with devouring 
vengeance ? Becaufe their heart was exalted: 
becaufe the pride of Ifrael tefifieth to his 
face (x). Why was the king of Aflyria 

(j) jerem. xlviii. 29. 42. Ifaiah, xvi. 6. (/) Jerem. 
xlix. 16, 17. (u) Ezek. xxviii 2. Ifalah, xxiii. 9. 

(w) Jerem. 1. 29. 31. ^ (*) Hofea, xiii. 6. vii. 10. 

ren- 
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rendered a monument of divine wrath ? 
Becaiife thou hajl exalted thy voice and lifted 
up thine eyes qgainjl the Holy One of Ifrael ; 
I will punijh the fruit of the Jl out heart of 
the king of AJfyria and th^ glory of his high 
looks (y). Why was Nebuchadiiezzar dri- 
ven from his throne to herd with the beafts 
of the field ? Becaufe his heart was lifted 
up and his mind was hardened with Pride (&)• 
Why was Uzziah branded with incurable 
leprofy, and cut off from the houfe of the 
Lord ? Becaufe his heart alfo was lifted 
_ up [a)j and impelled him with obftinate 
prefumption to invade the office of the 
prieft. Why was Hezekiah punifhed with 
the prophetic intelligence that his treafures 
fliould l)e the prey, and his pofterity the 
captives, of the Babylonians ? Becaufe he 
exhibited with oftentatious arrogance the 
riches with which God had bleffed him, 
Hezekiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him : for his heart was 
lifted up : therefore there was wrath upon 
him (£). How did God bring Ahitophel 
to deftru&ion ? By mortifying that pride 
of wifdom with which he was inflated. 

(y) 2 Kings,. xix. 22. Ifaiah, x. 12. (a) Daniel, 

v. 20. (d) 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. ~ (b) 2 Chron* 

xxxii. 25. and fee 2 Kings, xx. 13—18. and Ifaiah, xxix. 

'••■'■" La The 
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She counfel of Ahitophel was in thofe day* 
as if a man had enquired at the oracle of God. 
And when he faw that his counfel was not 
followed \ be arofc and hanged bimfelf {c). 
Why was Herod fmitten by an Angel and 
eaten, while yet alive, of worms? Becaufe 
in the arrogance of his heart he gave not to 
God the glory (d). What was the fource 
of that lukewarmnefs in the Laodiceans^ 
againft which the divine indignation is pro- 
claimed ? Spiritual Pride. Thou fayeft^ I 
am rich) and enCreafed with goods and have 
need of nothing (e). Behold on how many 
forms of Pride the recorded judgements of 
the Moft High have fallen f Allthefe things 
happened unto them for enfamples : and they 
are written for our admonition (y). 

My brethren . fl has it been needful to en- 
ter into larger details ? Is not Pride con~ 
vi&ed as in every fhape utterly unchriftiatv j 
as the primary caufe of the fall of'Man ; as- 
in all ages the foundation of the moft hei- 
nous fins, of the moft tremendous judge- 
ments ? Yet have ye not beheld Satan trans- 
formed into an angel of light f Have ye not 
beheld Pride irfurping the femblance of 
Virtue ? Have ye not heard Pride loaded 

(#) 2 Sairi. xvi, 23. xvii. 23. (d) A6te, *H. 2J- 

(*) Rev. iii. ij, , . (J) 1 Qor. x. 11. 

Wltl* 
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with panegyric, recommended to imitation? 
Have ye not heard of proper Pride, of 
decent Pride, of honourable Pride, of manly 
. Pride ? Do you not inCeflantly hear this 
jargon from the lips of profefled Chriftians ? 
Proper Pride, decent Pride, honourable 
Pride, manly Pride ! Talk rather of proper 
malignity; pf decent blafphemy; of ho- 
nourable barbarity ; of manly Murder ! 
Be not deceived: God is not mocked Pride, 
with whatever epithets it may be attended, 
under whatever decorations it may be dif- 
guifed, is Pride, is fin. That the proud in 
heart fhould vindicate Pride ; that by fubtle- 
ties of expreffion and delulive diftin&ions 
they fhould labour to provide excufes and 
pleas for the indulgence of their ruling 
paffion, is not wonderful. Leave Pride to 
the proud. Be not ye corrupted by evil 
communication to call evil good, and dark- 
riefs light. The word of God is your ftan- 
dard. By that ftandard try every word, 
and motive, and temper, and a£tion* 

Pride is ever fetting up itfelf againft 
heaven. When it looks to God, it is 
with a deftre of feeing freed from depen- 
dence on Him. When it confiders men, 
rt undervalues His gifts to others; and 
prompts us to a£t, with refpeft to His gifts, 
J- 3 to 
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to ourfelves as though they were inherent 
in us, or were our due. Hence the fretful 
impatience of the prefumptuous under the 
laws and difpenfations of Infinite Wifdom. 
Hence the fcornful eye and the bpaftful 
tongue. Hence, in the daily paths of com-? 
mon life, men avow themfelves proud of 
the fiiccefs, proud of the marks of favour, 
of preference, of honour, by which they 
are diftinguilhed. What are thefe diftinc- 
tions but calls for gratitude and humility ? 
When St. Paul, comparing the extent of 
his exertions with thote of the other Apof- 
tles, incidentally exclaims, / laboured mor^ 
abundantly than they all : with what foli- 
citude does he initantly guard the expref- 
fion agalnft the imputation of feeming 
Pride — Yet not I; but the grace of God which 
was with me [g) ! Whoever thou art 
who glorieft, give the glory to- God. Who 
maketh thee to differ from another P. And 
what haft thou that thou didjl not receive ?, 
New if thou didjl receive it, why dqft thou 
glory as if thou hadjl not received it (h) ? 

Finally, in fcrutinifmg your own bofom 
that you may difcover whether it is undet 
the influence of Pride, inveftigate with the 

{$) i Cor. xv. io. (h) i Cor. iv. 7. 

minuted 
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^lnuteft acpuracy your fenfations in cafes 
^f competition. Men, relieving with 
Complacency on their affable deportment 
towards their inferiors, on that ground take 
frequent credit with themfelves for . hu- 
mility : and actually become puffed up 
with arrogance in the cotttetriplation of 
their imaginary meeknefs. Biit bring them 
into contadt with their equals and rivals : 
and the dominion of Pride is flagrant, 
Unlefs your bofpm is fwayed by unaffe&ed 
humility in your intercourfe with equals 
?md with rivals ; unlefs habitually and uni- 
verfally you mind not high things ; conceive 
not that you are not the flave of Pride be- 
caufe you condefcend to men of low eftate (/)• 

(i) Rom. xii. 16, 
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SERMON VIII. 

Zeal illuftrated by the Charafter of Jehs, 



' 2 Kings, x. 1 6. 

Come with mc^ and fee my %eal for the 
Lord. 

|N regions where civilization has made 
** but feeble advances, opinions grofsly 
erroneous prevail concerning fome of the 
moft valuable produ&ions of the earth. 
Subftances which, among nations enlight- 
ened by fcience, are daily introduced with 
iignal utility in medicine, in manufactures, 
in various arts which fmqothen or embel- 
lifh the paths of life, are indifcriminately 
negleded and defpifed : or, in confequence 
of mifchievous effects produced by a ralh 
and unfkilful application of them, or by 
heterogenous mixtures with which they are 
debafed, become objedts of averfion and of 

dread* 



r al illuft fated by the GharaQer of Jehu. 1 53 

cad. Or having been found, in cafual 
ials, to be endued with beneficial powers ; 
Ley are extolled as invefted with a kind 
: magical influence, and are blindly em- 
loyed as poflefled of univerfal efficacy. 
Imilar mifconceptions * not unfrequently 
redominate even among ourfelves concern* 
ig highly eftimable endowments of the 
lind : and predominate from fimilar caufes r , 
"very inaccurate infight into the nature of 
lofe endowments, and a hafty and un- 
warrantable ufe and appropriation of them, 
'hus by fome, genius ^s admired as an all*- 
owerful talent, grafping without an effort 
le treafures of Tafte and Knowledge: 
r hile by others it is depreciated as unfitting 
le intellect for patient refearch, and ter- 
minating in tinfel and fuperficial attain- 
aentSt And thus it is that iriduftry at one 
me is dignified as nearly fuperfeding the 
eceflity of penetration and invention : at 
nother is degraded as cold, plodding, fer- 
ile, infenfible to refinement, the affociate 
>f pedantry and dulnefs. 

Among mental qualities there is fcarcely, x 
>erhaps, one more commonly mifunderflood 
ind lefs accurately appretiated than zeal. 
Dne clafs of men, furv.eying with indig- 
nation the timidity and felfiihnefs of the 

luke- 
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lukewarm, applaud that condud in them- 
felves as unfophifticated zeal, which is 
deeply tinged with indifcretion, itifubor-* 
dination, and unchriftian vehemence. Aix 
oppofite clafs, deeming zeal but another, 
name for fiery intolerance and enthufiaftic 
wildncfs, abhor it as reftlefs, fanguinary, 
and fanatical : and look with fufpicion on 
moderation itfelf, until it has fubfided fa - 
low as fcarcely to be diftinguifhable from 
apathy. 

Corns with #/<?, and fee my xeal for the 
Lord. Such were the words of felf-com- 
mendation, which Jehu addreflfed to Je- 
honadab, the fon of Rechab. The fpirit 
by which Jehu was a&uated, the fpirit to 
which he afligns the denomination of %eal 
for the Lord, is to be meafured and efti- 
mated by his actions. An examination of 
his conduct will enable us to draw forth 
into clear light, and to detach from extra- 
neous incumbrances, the chara&eriftic fea- 
tures of genuine zeal for religion, 

I. The undertaking in which Jehu was 
engaged was the extermination of the fa- 
mily of Ahab. By the murder of Naboth, 
and by habitual idolatry, Ahab flood con- 
demned to death under the impartial juftice 

of 
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>F the divine law. The fentence was de- 
nounced In the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Nabotb, Jhall dogs lick thy blood \ even • 
thine. I will bring evil upon thee; I wile 
take away thy pojlerity ; and will make thine 
bouf like the boufe of Jferoboam, the fon of 
Nebat, and like the houfe of Baa/ha the fon . 
of Ahijab, for the provocation wherewith 
thou hajl provoked me to anger, and made 
i JJrael to fn {a). In confequence of his 
* contrition and humiliation before God, 
, the deftru&ion of his houfe was delayed. 
Becaufe Ahab humbleth himfelf before me, 
faid the word of the Lord to Elijah, I will 
not bring the evil in his days : but in his fon s 
days will J bring the evil upon his houfe [b). 
Ahab was now dead. In the vineyard of 
Naboth the dogs had licked his blood. 
His fons Ahaziah and Jehoram, fucceffively 
inheritors of his throne, and fearlefs of the 
impending judgement, perfifted in idolatry. 
In the Xwelfth year of the reign of the lat- ' 
ter prince the hour of retribution arrived. 
3y the fpecial appointment of God, 1 Jehu 
% Was anointed to be king over Ifrael ; and 
Y^as at the fame time commiflioned forth- 
with to eradicate the houfe of Ahab. . Thus 

{a) 1 Kings, xxi. 19. 22. {b) i Kings, xxi. 29. 

8 fattb 
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faith the Lord God of Ifracl $ I, have anointed 
thee king over the people of the Lord. Ifhou 
Jhalt fmite the houfe of Abab. The whole 
houfe of Ahab fhall perijh (c). In extir- 
pating the devoted race, Jehu afted under 
the immediate mandate of God. His zeal 
conformed itfelf to the revealed will of 
heaven, exerted itfelf in the path of duty. 
Thus it poflefled the primary diftin&ion, 3 
by which genuine zeal for religion is cha- 
ra&erifed. 

It is not however by a fingle chara&eriftic 
that genuine zeal is afcertained. In colour 
the counter may exhibit a perfect refem- 
blance of the unadulterated gold. But how 
ftands the comparifon as to weight, as to 
folidity, as to du&ility ? Let us bring the 
zeal of Jehu to the teft of additional cri* 
terions. 

II. In the profecution of his obje& Jehu 
fpeedily difplayed a ferocious and cruel 
fpirit. When he met Jehoram, for whorp, 
though no longer entitled to allegiance, 
fome emotions of tendernefs might, natur- 
ally have been excited by the reraem-, 
brance of antecedent conhe&ion j he 

{*) 2 Kings, ix. 6 — 8. 

Q • encoun- 
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encountered the fallen monarch with un- 
J mitigated bitternefs of reproach : and, in- 
4 ftcad of devolving on his attendants the 
office of exa&ing the forfeited life of- his 
former matte?,' inftantly, with his own 
\ hands, executed the fentence himfelf. 
That Jezebel,, the widow of Ahab and the 
' mother of Jehoram, that fhe who, during 
fo many years, had ftood forward as the 
patronefs ef idolatry, Ihould die; that 
the blood of the prophets and the blood 
of all the fervants of the Lord, which 
had been fhed by her authority, fhould 
now be avenged upon her head, was a pro- 
• ininent part of the divine commiflion [d\ 
How did Jehu fulfil the mandate of God ? 
When he entered the city of Jezreel, he 
few her as fhe leaned from a window : 
and, perceiving that forne individuals of 
her houfehold were prepared to obey any 
dire&ions wjiich he fhould give, he com- 
manded them to throw her headlong into 
the ftreet : and fume of her blood was 
Jprinkled on fhe wall and on the horfes ; and 
be trode her under foot. The crimes o£ 
this wretched woman merited not com- 
panion. But to trample her to death Under 

{J) 2 Kin£s, u. 7. 
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the feet of his horfes, to drive his chariot 
in the public ftreets over her mangled 
frame, was an a£t of favage exultation, of 
wanton barbarity, an a& neither enjoined 
by the voice of the Moft High, ner war- 
ranted by any plea of neceffity. Genuine 
t zeal for religion, is a branch of the itifdom 
that is frcm above. It is therefore, frjf 
pure; then peaceable, gentle, full of mer- 
cy (e). With perfevering firmnefs, un- 
fwayed by prohibited feelings, it difcha^ges 
every duty, however painful, which is 
impofed by the commandments of God. 
But it ihuns even a word of needlefs feve- 
rity ; and labours to unite abhorrence of 
fin with the ampleft exercife of juftifiable 
mildnefs towards the finner. Is the' zeal 
of Jehu, thus deeply polluted by -the ma- 
lignity of human paffions, Zeal for the 
Lord ? Glory not, and lie not againjl the 
truth. This zeal defcendeth not from above : * 
but is earthly, fetfual, devilifh (f) Such, 
when we contemplate this part of the con- 
dud of Jehu, are the forebodings with 
which our boibmfc are filled. 

III. Zeal neceflarily bears a chara£ter 
of publicity. It manifefts itfelf in a£tion : 

(e) James, iii. 17. (/) James, iii. 14, 15. 

and. 
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and, whep direded to objects of extenfive ■ 
.importance, is /conftrained to labour before 
the eyes, and amidft the concourfe of men. 
Genuine zeal for religion, thoroughly im- 
bued with the fpirit of Chriftian humility, 
though it cannot retire from notice, courts - 
not popular obfervation. Stedfaft, yet un- 
obtrufive, it fubmits to the general gaze^ • 
to the general noife of tongues, whiqh, 
without relinquishing its appointed office, 
it cannot avoid : but pufhes not forward 
vainglorious pretenfions, delights not to 
become the fpe&acle of wonder, the theme 
of applaufe. Is this the principle by which 
Jehu appears to be impelled ? Come 'with 
«V and fee my zeal for the Lord. His 
language is the language of arrogance and 
oftentation. He fays not to Jehonadab ; 
"Come with me.and ftrerigth£n my hands 
" under difficulties. Come with me .and 
" fagg e ft i n this -hour of temptation the 
"counfels of" humility. Come with me, 
" and animate my gratitude to our God for 
" this unmerited elevation." — " Come with 
"me," he cries, " and behold me and ad- 
" mire me. Survey my a&ivity, my vigi- 
" lance, my fagacity, my pious deteftation 
" of the race of Ahab, my devoted attach- 
" ment to the. honour of Jehovah !" At- 
- " " tachment 
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tachment to the honour of Jehovah ! Jefcu 
receives honour from men. Can he truly 
believe iri Jehovah (g) ? Jehu loves the 
praife of men. Does he not love it more 
than the praife of God (h) ? Jehu founds a ' 
trumpet before him as the hypocrites do, that 
he may have glory of men ; performs 'his 
exploits in thefreets, that he may befeen of 
men (/). Is it thus that he fhall obtain 3, 
reward from our Father who is in heaven t 
Our forebodings concerning the nature of 
his zeal v acquire additional ftrength. Ere 
long they may be converted into cer- 
tainties. 

IV. The zeal that is from above is, frfl* 
, pure. Ardent in the profecution of its? 
objeft, it reforts not to means which are 
unjuftifiable. It abominates craft and du- 
plicity. It abhors the fuggeftions of that 
worldly wifdom,, which teaches to do' evil 
that good may come (6). How fares the zeal 
of Jehu, when tried by this criterion £* 
From the deftru&ion of Jezebel the new 
king of Ifrael proceeds to the extirpation or 
the feventy fons of Ahab. The letters 
which he difpatches on this fubjeft to the 

(g) John, v. 41. (if) John, xlt. 44. (i) Mattln 

Vi. 2. 5. (i) Rom. iii. 8. 

rulers 
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Aiders to whom the education of the young 
mdn has been committed'; and his fubfe- 
qttcni addrefs. to the 'inhabitants of Jezreel 
whMeDhe points to the fcventy heads' paled 
in i heaps it the gate of the: city, befpeak a, 
mitkd eftranged from the paths of fimpli- 
cky and truth, abd vetftid in the mazes of 
dark and' ^ambiguous policy. But the 
crodkednefs and fubtlety of the machina- 
tions in which he delights fpeedily become 
nftrce co&fpicuous. He prepares to exter- 
miitate the worfhippers of Baal : men ju- 
dicially, condemned to death by the Mofaic. 
law, i and' comprehended within the com-- 
rniffion : with which Jehu, the minifter of 
divine vengeance, was invefted. How does 
he proceed to execute his purpofe?. In 
th« plain track of fincerity ? In unmixed 
dependence on the Omnipotent God, who 
batetb a lying tongue (I) ? Does he pro- 
' claim his own deteftation of idolatry, the 
fentence denounced againft idolaters, his~ 
(pccial obligation to carry the fentence into 
cffe<£t ? He has recourfe to the molt ig- 
nominious deceit. He proclaims himfelf 
the Protestor of Idolatry. Afle&ing to 
regard as inconfiderable aud unworthy of 

(/) Prov. vi. 16, 17. 
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Baal the Sacrifices which hadbeaxaauawfc^ 
latedv ob. his, altaxs^-auadithe honours -^ 
wliicb his priefts- and- prophets hjuiJbo||* 
exalted* by Ahab: he atuunai»ccs.ia:ithtjr 
aflembjed people of Ifrael the abwtdaollf.; 
greater veneration which the idol audi #3?, 
votaries may expeft front the prefix .©cqpfcr, 
pieu of tie throne^ Abah fervea ! JBaaA tt\ 
little: but Jehu JbaHferve bint mudv* fylh, 
unto me ail tb* prapbets ofBadl r dlL bis fo*»\ r 
vants and all bis priefts : let nouq be wxmfcy , 
* H g •" fi r % have a great facrifice tat ck\t/pn vi 
Baal [my Irom every corner of th? Us&ij 
the worlbippers of Baal hafttjm The: k£fl£: 
welcomes them with impofing refpt£^ 
Bring forth, he cries, vefiments r bring forth 
robes of honour, fir the wvr/bipptr^ of 
BatL In blind exultation they crowd- the: 
temple of the idol t uniufpicroua that the); 
are themfelves the deftined ttidiajts. Th^. 
offer their facrifices and burnt* ofleriaga: : 
nor does the king, watchful to confirm 
their fecurity, fcruple his participation (*)* 
At the commencement of th^ ceremony ther 
guards, polled at the doors, are roufed to* 

(m) See the whole traafa&ion recorded a Kingp„ \w 
1 8— z8. *. ■ ■ 

(«) And k came to pals as foon as He had made an end 
of offering the bamt-offcring, &c«— 2 King*, x. 25. 

vigilance 
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^Skit-^kh^ %amohitt)it menace: If 
ti}Y'tk : 'fhek 'rvbom I have dftugB tnh 
j&tfkjftt; e/ttye; Be Mai'Mi'etb him go, 
htPfyVjbdir Be for \Wlifi if him. At the 
ch$l!tey hear the mandate of tottctibn ; 
<#& tiki jl'dj them i lei hone tMefor't#;>-~ 
tm> J*ba M/Ifyeit Baal vut df frail 
f&tft ' w'ai Not by a featlefs application 
ordftf law; tiot by a p\6t& 'difcharge of 
W&$.V oftce j but ty perMbus deceit, 
bftetrous hyfcbcHfy, dbeh h<j itemS the 
iWd puriiflimeht on the criminals. 
tMflie J>!ead thit if'Be did U Ihjukkty it 
vnti^ti fbi irilM'tbat hi might de/lrdy the 
^fiUmirt tifBadtt iVes He alk ; jfitBe 
tiM'of&b'jbatb more abounded through my 
h^hnnbh gioty; itiby am 1 judged as a. 
$$■ yjp Wo'e to the man that plunges 
intrf ^fcttedtfe/sj under pretence of j>rt£ 
iii&tHg rlgntebufheiTs ! woe to the : man 
tb^'mib'bejrs 6n£ of the commandments^ 
ofUpd, on the plea, that he mail thus 
ttmir more efticacious obedience to ah- 
tfner !' Still do you cherifh a floating 
doiibt'as to the nature of the zeal of Jehu ? 
Try that zeal by yet another tcft ; and not 
iftatdbw of uncertainty will remain. 

(e) Rom. ill. 7. 

■- ■ •• ■ ' Ma V. Gs- 
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V* Genuine zeal for religion as, in 
ftiifteft import af ^he terms, %eat for 
Lord.? Its- prime object is ^he glory d£ 
ho?cah^ the hoflour. of his namey the pt» 
of his .warfhip, : the influence of his \\ 
Is fuch'the zeat pf Jehu I Are his crue 
has oftedtation,' his falsehood, no 'ti 
th^n heterogenous tni^tures, ftupettti 
indeed in collective magnitude, y6t* 
more -than ,eptffarieoUi6 impurities, unnaf 
illy adhering to a latent yet a&ualzeil 
religion 5 clouding afid debating theliv 
flame j yet without ^xtinguifhing- or fuj 
fedifrg it? -Or has in truth fome ot 
prfAe^l6^the.4omimon(.of his heart I Fi 
thejfos of Jeroboam the fon ofNcbat y i 
nkiefe {/roe/ to Jin^ Jehu departed ridt 
wity the golden calves that were in Be 
and in Dan. Jehu took no heed to w&k 
thefaw of the LordGod of tfrael with all 
heart : for he departed not from theJiH 
Jeroboam j which made Ifrael to fin. ¥. 
the mafter-motive (lands difplayed. J* 
raifed by the hand of God to the thr< 
now looks for the fecurity of it to his A c 
policy* Deftitute of faith in Him to w* 
he was indebted for all y-hc trufts not to 
King of kings for the permanence of 
gifts which He beftowed. • Deftitute 

^ - gratit 
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gratitude to his gracious Bcnefadbr 1 ; he 
returns - fa* -wy^rilied kfedwefs 'habitual 
profane, and pretutflptuous - difobedience. 
W^y^»- regard teethe i^ommamimettttf of 
Qod.pftnduded hiip, iathe path of advance** 
n^it;\he was eager 'to obey.. The pro- 
fciib^ed houfe of Ahab, the-^bftacle to his 
qwa $?altatkm, he delayed not to. .extir- 
pate. , Of the votaries of Baal, naturally 
attached to that family by which they had 
b^ c [patronized, he fpared net one. But 
hex§ y XQx his carnal appreh^nfioa, obedience 
an^s^tereft ceafe to cokiolde. < Grafping 
ths, iceptre of Ifrael, he beholds, : «with fuf- 
fLcjous alarm, the dormant claims of the 
^efcepdents of David. In the monarch of 
Jfitufolem he contemplates a rival. Shall 
be ftetf&tt the men of Ifrael three times in 
3,y$Nf WKgP up to worship in the temple 
ra$g^ in, his rival'* capital, to bfe mingled 
}#y&* ii4S : rival's fubje£U ? That the men 
ofjfftac^ fl>ouldthree f umes.iQa year go up 
t9(F9jf^bip:^t JerufaLeq^ i$ the recorded and 
yWWPftoffy ,coa>m#ad gi >the : Moft High. 
%bs^fi^es In a.\ymr l Jball 4II thy males ap- 
faWtJ^t tbel&A %» Qod in.tbe place 
wfrek be JhdL fibwfe \p). The chofen 

''■"■ : / : "- M 3 place 
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pjace is Jeru(aiem, Tfat jkitk the Lurch 
^Ut what faith ppli|ic9j «^diesurjr $u «She 
whifpers in the earof Jetyj, as fhe^hif- 
per?4 to; Jerpfeo^ixii; ^T f&V people sg&4p4o 
dp facrififie in the k&$ of the Lord at Jmi* 
falem y tfyenjbati; the .heart of ibis people k&n 
(gain* and. *6*' king/Lorn Jhall returAUtht 
hpufe of David {q). The choice of tkfelmg 
|ef a* paoe decided* It. is too much for -p^ 
h? proclaims to the people, to go up &>$fe- 
rufulem. Bthold. thy gods, 0* -^faf/,'-jtfi& 
gokten calves of Bethel and Ban/ twWpfr 
-brought thee up out of the land efiltgfpt^ 
He who has recently been a p*tt*fc J 
wQrfhipper of Baal, now b^contfes -a^fcaJi 
wofflnpper of the golden calves. Hfc***hc* 
has been exalted to fcvereign powsrrfctfJlh^ 
exprefs purpofe of annihilating i&dttters^ 
converts his authority and his ex^mptot&to* 
inftruments of upholding and perpwttet«^ 
idolatry among his fabjeftsf, Btit ^ferKd^tf 
this heinous derelidionof God-fe tl^^ifeie^ 
©fanjoinent, tile error t>£farpri(e, -llfe'der- 
lufiorv of unaccountable ' yet trari^nYJ ti- 
midity; and is- olofely-^low^b^ filter 
contrition, by figttal* pttblic and feftthftih 
ytfpnaatioiu Vam w ^everf #teffi£i:tq 
... • ;■*: ?,<, ;. ; 

(^ I. KJBgSjrXli. 2^*7' 

extenuate, 



^attenuate. The- vaf nifh biK ferve^ to brifig 
ibrth kito.ftffxnget prominence the native 

. <feftures of deformity* During 3 reign of 
eight- and- twenty years, unmoved by the 
recollection of antecedent mercies, unap- 
jHdkd by judicial calamities, wherewith in 
hit latter days the Lord cut IfraelJhort y and 
delivered the regions beyond Jordan into 
-the hands of the Syrians; the obdurate 
Jj&onareh perfeveringly bows down with 

. his people before tjie images erected 
in violation of the commandment of God, 
^efdre the altars reared as antagonifts and 

;. fcppkmters of His temple. Behold Jehu's 
Seed fir the Lord. To that faered prin- 
ciple? he is a ftranger. Hypocritically 

> bfiuming the garb of the fervant of Je- 
hovah, he is the flave of felfifhnefs and 
ambition* 

--«tt is thus that, by examining the charao 
••r $f Jehu, we may be taught completely 

*a : underftand, and duly to eflimate, the 

^irtOeof zeal; a virtue whkh that charac- 
ter has Uluftrated in* one point by fictitious 
jefemblaace, in many others by oppofitkm 
anil contntft. The fubje& may Apt inw 
properly be clofed with fome reflections, 
partly addrefled to perfons who underrate 
M4 the 
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the imporl^nfic^feligipus^M j.widiiatfcly 
to.tbofe who,t.jhigbly va^|^|f;i^helaM»&-- 
pr^nciple ^ imperfectly gaaixl),rt, ^pr ^pply 
it amife, , . > »'.-»r ■io^-.iw;-' 

, X Let men of. th$ former, deipnptiftq. 
j(?iear ^with me while, I a$.;. what ,-i# jLtu? 
fcriptyral .ftatement of the eftimati9a , jUv 
which Zeal is held in xhe eyes of pq$£ 
The Scriptures ^nfwer the queftioq,by jpxfrr 
pept^ud hy t e2j;fmple: an# ia each m<j4^ 
of reply their anfwer is unequivocal. Jt t ir 
goody pjronom^ces St. Paul, to. be ^ealotfflyr 
qffeBed afsfvay^s in a* good tfrwg (r). \ When, 
the /.lukew^rmoaefs pf the LaodicefUQ^.i^ 
fiigmatized with marked .avgrfion i>y,pujr 
Lord; what injqn&ion is fuJyoinpA? $e 
s&qlousy and repent (s). H Whe*j St^P^ul dfr» 
lineates the peculiar people for whom Jfefu* 
Chrift g^ve hipafelf .. a facrific? ; u hpjtf 4oes 
hf chara^erife thern ? && %ealqus qf goad 
wprks (/). When he is an^pus to deb 
fcribe~ his br£thr?$i .{he Jews' in the-moft 
favourable terms, confident, with truth ; 
what is, his Jteftimony,? I bear them record 
($atJ&qt have a zeal. <jfGod> but not aecord* 

(r)Gal.iv. i8. : •■ (x) Rev.iii. 19. 
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i^m^mwMgc (*V >W*en Ifaiah pre* 

tStm&sA\f pl&ilrfe&he Sorv t>£ God advano 

i*igq« tfife 4feftrayef 6P hk enemies, as an 

irxterceflbr and 'a SaviouHfor man j is it 

not among the moft confpicuous parts of 

H^iepl-efentation, that he is clad with zeal 

^t^avloke; arrayed with zeal as a vefturc 

%?6fcWirig his breaft- plate of righteoufnefs 

^ktid Mis' garments of vengeance (w)? When 

the -difciples beheld him regardlefs t>f the 

*i£lice of the Jews, an(J refdutety bent oh 

*h6 l immediate purification of the temple; 

«Iid they call to mind no fittrilar defcriptioa 

from' the pen of another prophet? They 

refn&nbefcdWat it -teas written ; the ifcal of 

tbiAc* Houfe hath '• eaten me! up {x)\ Why 

#a8 the j)riefthood rendered perpetual in 

tke family of Phinehas ? The Lord /pake 

mtv Mofes^ faying; Phinehas hath turned 

a&byfoy wrath' from the children of Ifrael, 

tehile he was zealous for my fake among them. 

JVbetiforeJhfj Behold I give unto him my 

&¥b*hdm s ofPeaee. And be Jhall have it, 

Und^his feed after him y even the covenant of 

4nWtrtofKng pfiejlhood, becanfe be was "%ca- 

fair f 0* bis God) and made an atonement for 

(«) T*.om. jc. 2. • (<w) Ifitiah, lix, 17. * 
• .<• (*) John, ii. 17. Pfalm Ixix. 9. 

the 
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thc£bildrmofIjr<xl{y)k iWlW if tfe ctifc 
tindive chara&e riftic of No4b*the prc&ktr 
9/ rigbteoufncft (*), of Abraham, of • Mofa, 
of Samuel, of Elijah, of DaiweL, of S&n* 
drach, of Mefliech, of Abedaego, of other 
eminent fervants of the Mod High Hcn 
noufed in the facred records by ipecUL 
tokens of His approbation ? Zeal for tfa 
Lord; zeal evidencing itfelf by faith, hy 
obedience, hy holy fortitude, hy ftrenucms 
exertions for the glory of God. Is not 
yeal extoHed in Holy Writ a$ powerfully 
ejjwacious in exciting the languid virtue of 
tHefe who' beihold it ? Tour zeal, affirms the 
Apoftk tp the Corinthians, hath provoked 
vwy matty {a) to imitation. When the Old 
Teftamsnt and the New, when the ApofUea 
aitd thew Divine Mafter, pronounce zeal 
ta to acceptable in the fight of God, a 
hadg« of reUgkms excellence* aa imitation 
. of Gtrift, the duty and the chara&eriftic 
o£ th$ fervant of heaven : on what ground 
compatibly with revelation, do you venture 
Kq regard it with ayerfioa or with indiffer- 
ence?' Wbet& infrknd(hip > in.patriouftn % 
H* conj;Ug^ parental* $Ual, fraternal rela- 

{y) Numbers,, xxv. 10— i$* (») z Pet, ii. S- 

(a) % Cor. ix. 2.. 

tions : 



tlOQS} qrifl&'iu tft*JkttffCv in arts, in fd- 
ences, in political concerns; when in the 
whole icirde of worldly affairs refeatches 
$0,4 epflne&qrw, pub&c* .private, and do- 
9)9$$, ?ei|ii8 efteei&ed* & applauded, is**- 
cflgwzsd 3» *be foundation of the higheft 
att^inQaeqU an4 the moft exemplary con- 
4w&t PA what ground compatible with 
jseafop do yp\i ,difparage zeal when ex&* 
$M«d.in religion J Do you reply thit the 
prittfiple, hpwever lapdable, howevep uft- 
ful, when applied to other fubje&s, becomes 
toa hazardous, becomes pernicious, when 
applied to religion? Wovld Ornnifeienee 
then have praifed, have enjoined, religiotis 
4eal3 Da you abhor the fiercenefe, the ex-r 
ftca/vagance, the enthufiafm, with whfeh 
xcBgkuis zeal has frequently beten acedm-r 
pinied ft Abhor tt& fiercenefe, the extrava-* 
gancs, th^- enthufiafen. Bat prefinfle nbt 
1S& extend your abhorrence to a pra^ci^te 
qtkick is- praifed; which is enjoined, 
by Qmn&cie&ce* Turn your eyes to 
t£l&:*ecoftted abhorrence of Ghrift agakift 
the* fokewaim They who* fervently 
fove v©o* cannot- but be zealous for God, 
Pe^nknotyourfelf acceptable to the Judge 
p£ heaven and earth, until zeal for reli* 
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gion Habitually pervades and animates y<tor 
breaft.* » -•" *"" r '- : ■' - -"'< : * j: "' 

■► ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ * 

II; :Thofe perfons, however j- Whom a 
high ferife of the value and the neceffity 
of zeal feem6 to "withdraw from the rang* 
of the preceding remarks, (land in con- 
tinual need of counfel. Are you num- 
bered among the friends of zeal? Do y6» 
confolciyourfelf in. the confidence that you 
are zealous? Scrutinize the principle by 
which you are actuated. The fpirit of 
party, the influence of aflbciation, natural 
warmth and eageroefs, obftinacy in a fa- 
vourite fcheme* a bufy and meddling tern* 
per* a carnal third of intereft and applaufe ; 
hp,vr .often have thefe and fimilar motives 
of a&ion ufurped the femb lance and ob- 
tained the honours of zeal! If yoAtobjed, . 
like that of Jeha, b# perfonal aggrandize* 
xnenfc; if, like his, the tempers which you 
di^lay be vainglorious, furious, malign 
nantj.if the meafui£s which. you employ 
be* . like his, fraudulent aftd hypocritical ; 
if, in fo.me of its leading diftin&ions, your 
life be, like his, in habitual oppofition to 
the commandments of the God whom you 
profefs to obey: when the pretended zeal 

of 



of Jehu fliall be, eipofed before. d|fi& md> 

ang^^^hat d*%^ 
motive be fcreened from dete&ioa;?., Wers: 
the fentence of condemnation a^ainft Jehu, 
founding in your ears ; yrhat fentepqci;fhouid. 
y/xu forebode eoncerowng yourfelf I %}&** 
xnine your heart. 1£ elimination le*ve& 
•you felf-convi&ed ; if youdifcern^not re- 
ligious zeal, but fome counterfeit^ -&>me ad- 1 
irerfe, principle enthroned in ypuc bofonr :? 
by fupplication to the; Father, through -the 
mediation and merits of the Sqi^ draw down: 
to your aid the influence of the Holy Ghoft.-l 
With weapons of proof /from the armotnry* 
of God, with the fhield of faith* with the? 
breaft-plate of righteoufaefs, with the fwx>rd 
of the fpirit, degrade, expel the ufdrper.. 
If your bofom, explored by rigorous 'in^ 
veftigation, manifefts the dominion of ge- 
nuine zeal ; beware left zeal be cotfrijpted 
byan unnatural alliance with human paf- 
fions, clogged in its operations by timidity* 
blinded by themifts of prejudice, or plunged 
into difficulties by indifcretion. Be fervent 
in fpirit : but befober alfo, be vigilant. Con~ 
wrt not an inftrument of good into a fource 
of evil. Let not your good be evil fpoken 
°/(b). Bring not difgrace upon zeal ; raife 

(t) Rom. xlv. 1 6. 

not, 
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ricfc 5 cdtt<5hlVtt#j ^fldflcffitotii igatilft ifi 
Betarfcfef*9<k $v*-iib Heelers offen&'J 
be ftoenUfet^yet WfAMi be-ftedfaft, yit 
be ' Afe&V-'to ekthefti ? tt b6 {rfudertt. Fv 
natty/ 1« jrdur z<&l dired itfelf to fuitabfe 
obje&s ; arid " pro^ortioti its exertion ib 
their reJativfe itii^ortatlce. While it over- 
looks frOt ainy fcriptiiral truth ; let it mainly 
laboar for the eftablifhment, and the prac- 
tical energy* of the grand peculiarities of 
the G<ffp$l. Be fout zeal Ghf iftian zeal : 
zeal for the honour 6f the Father, of the 
Son* and of the Holy Ghoft; for the great 
myfiery of Gbdlincfs % God manifejled in thi 
jlefo; for the falvation of fallen man exchr- 
fivety through the atoning blood of an in- 
carnate Redeemer; for juftification exqlu- 
fi^ly through fatith in that blood j for ha* 
bit(ial ; h6linefs arid univeffal obedience as 
the indifjfefifable evidences of faith ; (&+ 
the renewal of the heart unto faith and ho- 
linefs and obedience exclufively by the 
fandifyrng operation of the Holy Spirit* 
Difcriminate between that which is cir* 
cumftantial and that which is eflential. 
Be careful for the one; be anxious and 
ardent for the other. Be thus zealous for 
God : be thus zealous for man. Remem- 
ber that without zeal you cannot truly love, 
2 you 
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you cannot truly pleafe God. But re- 
| member: nlfo r that no acal .■ i* acceptable* to . 
God r except that which by habitual fruits 
of love to God and man .proves itfelf to be 
genuine Zeal for the* Lord. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Parable of the Tares* 



Matth. xiii. 36. 

His difciples came unto him, faying ; Declare 
( unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 

£] LOUD S and darknefs are round about 
the Almighty : yet righteoufnefs and 
judgement are the habitation of his throne [a). 
Of the counfels of Infinite Wifdom fome 
remain infcrutable to man. Hence faith is 
awakened, exercifed, ftrengthened. From 
others of the divine difpenfations the veil is 
partially withdrawn. Hence arife augmented 
admiration, livelier gratitude, warmer love. 
If the ancient prophets fully underftood not 
the import of their own predi&ionsj if 
there were myfteries in the plan of re- 

(a) Pfalm xcvii* 2. 

12 demptioa 
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demptioQ int o -whkk. the an gela ear neftly 
cfefired to obtain a more penetrating in- 
fight (6) : fliall man complain, if, for his 
own efpecial benefit, knowledge is in fome 
inftances withheld ? If, in others, exifting 
obfeurities are ■• diffipated ; fhall he not 
eagerly welcome the illuminating beam, 
and gratefully govern his "fteps by its 
light? 

It was not feldom through the medium 
of parabolic reprefentation that our Lfcrd 
communicated the mod, important truths* 
"Whether doctrines were to be developed, 
or moral precepts to be enforced, the 
parable, fententious in its conftru&ion and 
latere ft ing by its narrative, feized the me- 
mory, the judgement, and the heart. The 
parable before us has for its obje£fc to unfold 
feme, myfteriqus parts of the proceedings 
of Gbd Wtth reffce& to men, efpecially 
i&der ! the L difpenfation of the Gofpel. The 
iaftni&ibn which it conveys is in every 
point momentous, and worthy of the doc- 
trine of the Son of God. 

The^iihgdom of heaven , faid our Saviour, 
'/ likened unto a man, which /owed good feed 
whls field. But while menjlept % bis enemy 

• . (*) l Pct *• »<>—**• 
VdL. a. N ^ came 
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eawe -and /owed tares among the wheat, a&W 
/went his way. But when the blade was 
fprung up and brought forth fruit ; then ap* 
pqared the {ares. alfo. So thefervants oftbt 
bpufeholdtr comet and f aid uhto him; Sir, 
didjl not thou fow good feed in thy field i 
From whence then hath it tares ? He fmi 
unto tbem s An enemy batfy done this. The 
fervants faid, Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up? But he faid, Nayrlejl, 
'while ye gather up the tares, ye root up alfo 
the wheat with them. Let both grow to- 
gether unto the harveft : and in the time of 
harvejl I will fay to the reapers, Gather ye 
together firfi the tares, and bind them in bun- 
dle* to burn them ;. but gather tbe.whdtst into 
my barn.. . ■■.-*■_ 

:!£, in confidering the meaning of this 
parable^ you. pay due attention to the 
guidance of Scripture, it will be imptfrflible 
to fall into error. For our Lord himfelf/in 
compliance with the requeft of his dif- 
eiples, has delivered a diftinft and complete 
interpretation. 

, Jefus anfwered : He thatfoweth the good"* 
feed is the Son of mart. The field is the " 
world. The good feed are the children oftber 
kingdom. The tares are the ,children of ih&* 
wicked one. The enemy that fowed tpem /r 
2 the 
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he devil. The harvefi is the end of the- 
world. The reapers are the angels. As 
herefore the tares are gathered and burned 
n ibe fire; fojhall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man f mil fend forth his 
ingels ; and they Jhall gather out of his 
iingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity : and Jhall cajl theth into 
a futnace of fire : there Jhall be wailing and 
gnq/hing of teeth. Then Jhall the righteous 
/bine forth, as the fun in the kindgom of 
their Father. 

In the parable, connedted with this fure 
explanation, we meet with various leflbns, 
which it highly behoves us to lay to 
heart. 

1. The Son of God defcended from 
heaven and took upon himfelf the nature 
of man, that he might fow, by himfelf and 
his Apoftles, the good feed of the Gofpel 
throughout the world. JBut fcarcely had 
tfie crop fprurig lip, when* it was found to 
be mixed with fuch a profufion of tares, of 
ufelefe and noxious weeds, as threatened 
.6 overwhelm it. The prevalence of evil 
n the Church of Chrift has proved a 
himblirig-block to many. They fee multi- 
ude's «f Chriftians, even whole nations, 
N % fwallowed 
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fwallowed up in the grofleft corruption of 
do&rine ; rendering worfhip to angels, to 
departed men, to images of wood and 
ftone, to pi&ures, to reliques; and fatif- 
fied that the pardon of fin may be bellowed 
upon them by^pien like themfelves, or 
may be purchafed by fenfelefs ceremonies 
and Aiperftitious obfervances. Even in 
thofe countries where Chriftianity is 
preached in its original purity, they be- 
hold various herefies and errors ; much fe* 
cret unbelief; a very general lukewarmnefa 
as to religion ; and a numerous hoft, even 
thoufands and tens of thoufands, among 
profeffed Chriftians refembling heathens in 
pride, worldly-mindednefs, and fenfuality. 
When they fee thefe things, they are ready 
to exclaim j " If the Son of God has cul- 
" tivated and planted this field ; how is it 
" thus overfpread with tares ?" In fome, 
aftonifhment advances to infidelity. Not 
diftinguifhing between Chriftianity and the 
corruption blended with it, they ,tun> with 
difguft from both : and conclude that; a 
religion which produces fuch fruit muft be 
falfe. Now fo far is the predominance of 
evil in the Chriftian church from rendering 
the truth of Chriftianity doubtful, that it 
bears teftimony to its confirmation : for it 
1 * is 
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Is the accomplifliment of the prophetic de- 
• darations of our Lord in this parable and 
in other parts of Scripture, that his Church 
fhould thus become infeded and overfprcad 
/ with wickednefs. But how has this evil 
been introduced ? Did^j^rift hiinfelf in- 
troduce it ? No; He fowed, good feed 
only. Did he approve the introduftion of 
"tares among his wheat? No. When he 
beheld them, he faid, an enemy bath done 
this. As it was his purpofe that the mem- 
bers of his Church fhould be put to the 
proof, and receive the gift of fajvation 
through his blood after a courfe of willing 
obedience ; he did not bar the entrance 
againft temptation, he did not preclude 
the exiftence and ravages of evil. But the 
author of evil in his Church he ftjgmatifed 
as an enemy. And who was this enemy ? 
Our Lord has difclofed him. The enemy 
that fowed the tares is the devil. The au- 
thor of the evil by which the world, ante* 
cedently to the promulgation of the Gofpel* 
was overwhelmed had not remained un- 
k,nown. . Since the hour when, judgement 
was pronounced in Paradife op. the tranf- 
, greffors, he had been declared* Since 
xhe hour when the third chapter of the 
book of Genets was penned, he had flood 
N 3 recorded. 
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recorded. From the fame fountain all the 
waters of bitternefs have flowed. He who 
has fcattered evil throughout the Chriftian 
world is that adverfary of God and man, 
who^ in the beginning, brought evil upon 
earth* From th0^ginning he was a father 
(flies and a murderer. By inducing Adam 
and Eve firft to doubt the revealed will of 
God, and then to difobey his pofitive com- 
mandment ; Satan became their mafter. 
Their pofterity he viewed as his (laves \ 
the world as his empire. When the 
avenger of man, thedivine Redeemer, came 
fo fet the flaves of Satan free, to transform 
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of 
God ; the author of evil fought againft 
him,* perfecuted him, bruifed his beel> ef- 
fected his death. 'When the grave had 
given back its conqueror, when the good 
feed which Chrift had fown began to flou- 
^rifh ; the devil renewed all his wiles to- 
ftnother the rifing harveft. He came, 
while men flept, and ftfwed tares among 
the wheat. He exerted every effort of 
fubtlety to draw back into bondage thofe 
who were rtfeued from his power. He 
darkened the underftandings, and* took 
poffeffion of the hearts of men who watched 
Hot againft him, liftened (^ his artifices, 

and 
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3&d obeyed not the grace of God. He 
filled them with the love of felfe do&rines 
and of evil deeds. And thofe whom he 
b*d ppfflared into captivity he employed:, 
a* inftruinents for taking Others captive, 
Hepce heretical teacheya. are termed by 
St, P4UI mmiiUrs and apoftles. of Satan H 
Hence alfo St. John affirms that every one 
yrho commrittjeth fin is of the deyil. Jj&s 
tares, are tb$ children of the wicked on*. The 
feed which Satan fows and the crop which- 
ic produces ; evil fuggeftions, and the per* 
ions who are governed by them, equally 
belong to Satan, are equally tares of hi© 
planting. To this hour he continues hi* 
enmity againft the followers of Chrift. By 
inward temptation, by the allurements 0$ 
finful example ; by blinding men to the 
frue meaning of the Scriptures ; by diffufiog 
ignorance, and lukewarmnefs, and fanati- 
cifm, and pride, and every abominable 
work of the fleih, he brings multitudes of 
profeffed Christians into his fetters. It is 
through his perfevering enmity that, whpn 
youlookabroad into the field of theChriftiaa 
church, you behold the good feed reduced 
to ftruggle, as it were, for life againft the 
tares which on every fide cling around it, 
*n& labour cq overtop it, 

N4 II. 
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II. Though you charge fiot God as the 
author of fin ; though you confefs that he 
- cannot be tempted of eyil^ neither tempteth 
be any man ; yet perhaps your mind has 
been aftonifhed and perplexed at his for- 
bearance and long-fuflering refpe£ting 
wickednefs. " When imperfect beings are 
c * placed in a ftate of trial ; the admiflion 
c< of evil," you may have faid to. ypurfelf, 
c< is unavoidable. * But why are finners peiy-^ 
" mitted fo long to triumph in impunity t 
u in fuccefs ? I know that God is merciful^ 
** and folicitous that all fhould come to 
Ci repentance. But why does he allow 
cl men to flourifh or to live, when they 
H become hardened beyond the profpedt 
<c of repentance ? I know alfa that he em- 
" ploys the wicked for the chaftifepient of 
€i each other,and as inftruments of probation 
cc to th£ righteous. But might not the 
<c virickfed fee "chaftifed by other means? 
* c Might! niit the righteous be tried without 
€t the cbnceffioivof fo great power, of fuch 
u lehgthenfed pfofperity, to the guilty ^ The 
a delay of vertgeance is encouragement to 
a fin. &ecaufcfentencc againf an evil work 
u is not executed Jp'cedily ; therefore the heart 
^ of the Jbtis of nien is fully fet in them to 
u do evil. They begin to imagine that 
- ; > "God 
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W £Jod will never execute his, judgements 
^ c in their threatened extent; or that he 
***will never execute them at all ; or even 
V that he is indifferent as to good or evil, 
Atyhy," you enquire, '' has the Almighty' 
"adopted fuch a plan in the government 
- 4 of his church ?" He has adopted it 
becaufe He forefees that it will contribute 
tQ the more glorious manifeftation of his 
own perfe&ions, and to the increafe of 
bappinefs throughout the univerfe. He • 
permits the continuance of evil fo far, and 
fo far only, as he knows that it will finally 
promote the eftablifhmerit of good. Pro* 
longed opportunities of repentance, means 
pf worldly chaftifement and probation, are 
benefits which you acknowledge to arife 
from the exercife of divine forbearance to- 
wards the guilty. Can you compute the 
amount of thefe benefits ? Can you affirm 
that it exceeds not the evils with which it 
is accompanied ? Can you affirm that a 
different fyftem of moral government would 
on the whole be productive of fuperior, of 
more abundant, good? Turn however to 
the parable before you ; and read another 
motive, equally forcible and full of mercy, 
/or the long-fuffering of God. He abftains 
from cpmmiffioning his miniftering angels 

to 
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to go forth *ind root up the tares, left with 
them they fhould alfo root up the wheat. 

Men, impelled by the defires and con- 
ftrained by the neceflities of their nature 
to live according to the intention of Pro- 
vidence in fociety, find themfelves in va- 
rious refpe&s clofely united notwithftand- 
ing radical differences of views and of cha- 
racter. Neighbourhood, relationfhip, law- 
ful occupations, common intereft, mutual 
advantage, and the requifite offices and 
intercourfe of life, bind together by nu- 
merous and infeparable ties the fervant of 
God and the fervant of Satan, The righ-r 
teous and the wicked are fo firmly con- 
nected, that affliction cannot overtake the 
latter without alfo reaching the former. 
The tares do not grow up fingly and fe- 
parately among the wheat: but are fo 
, twifted round it, fo entangled amoag it, 
fo interwoven with it, that to pull them 
up without pulling up the wheat is impof- 
fible. Lefs injury will refult to the crop 
of good grain from their continuance, than 
from an attempt to extirpate them. 

Supflpfe a nation, outwardly of the Chrif- 
tian church, to become memorable, for im- 
piety ; polluted in itfelf; a torment and a 
fource of corruption to its' neighbours 

You 
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You wonder that the earth doe? not cleave 
afunder beneath it : that fire does *not fall 
from heaven and confume it : that by fword, 
or by famine, or by peftilence, divine ven- 
geance does not fweep it to deftru&ion. 
But does it contain no righteous remnant? 
When the prophet Elijah .imagined that 
every Ifraelitc except himfelf was become 
an idolater, God faw feven thoufand who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal, May not 
the eye of God difcern thoufands of righte- 
ous men, where you apprehend that there 
is not one? And what fhall befall them? 
Shall they perifh with the wicked ? That 
be far from the Judge of the whole earth. 
Shall not perhaps the whole nation be fpared 
for their fake ? Had there been ten righte- 
ous in Sodom, God would not have de- 
ftroyed it. On the prayer of Lot alone, 
he refrained from confuming the city of 
Zoar. Do you murmur, if he again vouch* 
fafes to difplay fimilar mercy ? 

'Suppofe a more common example. Sup- 
pofe an individual to be diftinguiflied' in 
wickednefs ; proud, fenfual, difTolute, pro- 
fane, a defpifer of religion, a teacher and 
cwcourager of fin. u Why," you afk, u is 
tt this man permitted to live, and to fpread 
* c mifchief around him year after year? 

"No 
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ci No general calamity is requifite for his 
<c removal. Why does not Death fingle 
"him out at once ?" How know you but 
that the man may live to repent ? But, not 
to dwell on that poflibility ; are there no 
other perfons for whofe fake he may be 
fpared ? Is there no plant of wheat which 
might be fatally injured, if this weed were 
now plucked up ? Has he not parents, whofe 
prefent interefts are clofely involved in his? 
Has he not a wife, or a child, who may be 
left deftitute, if he fhould be cut off ? Has- 
he neither brother nor relative, nor friend, 
nor acquaintance, to whom his exigence 
is at prefent ufeful : or to whom Omnif- 
cience may forefee that at a future period 
it will be advantageous ? May not even his 
vices be overruled by the providence of 
God into beneficial warnings to others ? 
May not his pride teach fome to cherifh 
meeknefs? May not his intemperance 
evince the excellence of fobriety I May 
not his irreligion imprefs on others the 
beauty of holinefs ? In feafons of cold or 
of drought, or of immoderate rain, the 
proximity of a weed may for a time afford 
ufeful flielter to a Item of wheat. May 
not this weed be as yet fuffered to grow, 
that it may anfwer a fimilar purpofe ? 

m. But 
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III. But fhall it always be thus ? Shall 
the genuine corn never be difencumbered 
from the tares ? Shall the wicked for ever 
be intermingled with the juft? Not fo. 
The harveft fhall come ; and then (hall be 
the day of perpetual feparation. Surrounded 
by angelic hofts, the Lord of the harveft 
of the whole earth, when the field of his 
church is fully ripe, fhall return to examine 
the produce. The times of long-fuffering 
will then have pafled away. The motives 
for forbearance will no longer exift. Judge- 
ment will claim her office, and proceed to 
her appointed work. Gather ye together 
the tares , and bind them in bundles to burn 
them : but gather the wheat into my barn. 
Such, in the emblematical language of the 
parable, is the commiffion which the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, feated on his throne of glory, 
fhall deliver to his angels* With inftan- 
taneous obedience they fhall execute the 
command. They Jliall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offena \ and them that 
do iniquity. They fhall fever from among 
the righteous all the children of the wicked. 7 
one : all who have borne no fruit, or cor- 
rupt fruit : all who have not been puriked 
by the blood of Chrift, and fandlified by 
the operation of his grace. Why fhall 

thefe 
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ttiefe finners be thus colle&ed ? Mark the 
tobrds of your Judge ; To be caft into afar* 
nace off re : there Jhall be wailing andgnetfb- 
ing of teeth. They fhall be colle&ed* that 
they may receive the lot which they havfe 
preferred : that having refufed the oppor- 
tunities of mercy, they may be made tHfe 
Victims of juftice : that they may be fot 
ever feparated from God, whofe fefvice 
they have fcorned, and may fhare the por- 
tion of the devil, the matter whom they 
have chofen : that they may be caft intd 
the lake of torment, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is never quenched. But 
what fhall be the blefling of the children 
Of the kingdom ? They Jhall Jhine forth as 
the fun in the kingdom of their Father. The 
empire of Satan is at eftd. He is caft into 
iverlafting chains. He is groaning under 
everlafting piinifhment. His miniftcrs and 
his fubje&s, apoftate angels and revolted 
men, are for evermore fealcd up with him 
in the bottomlefs pit. The Lord and his 
Chrift have taken unto them their great 
power, and reign for ever and ever. The 
Son of God has enabled his fervants, who 
through him have overcome the tempta- 
tions of Satan, to fit down with Him upon 
hi* throne. He has caufpd the bleffed of 

hi* 



On the Parable of the Tares. 191 

bis Father to inherit the kingdom prepared 
for them from the foundation of the world. 
There they (hine as the brightnefs of the 
firmament, as the fun when > he (hone in 
his ftrength. The firmament is rolled away*. 
The fun is fwallowecj up in darknefs. But 
the glory of the righteous fadeth not* 
They {hine in glory (hed upon them front 
the throne of God : and, like the throne of 
God, cftabliflied for ever. 

Our Lord, having concluded his inter- 
pretation of the parable, clofed the fubje<3fc 
with thofe folemn words, which he was 
accuftomed to addrefs to his folio wers, when 
he had delivered to them inftru&ions de- 
manding fignal regard : He who hath ears 
to heaf^ let him ear. My brethren ! Re- 
vereiice the admonition of the Son of God, 
and ponder his dodfrine in your hearts. 
Confider the fupreme and everlafting im- 
portance of the truths which this parable 
enforces ; "truths important as heaven and 
hel!> and enduring, as to their effe&s, unto 
eternity. If there be no refurre&ion, take 
your eafe j eati drink, and be merry. Eat 
and drink ; for to-morrow ye die. But if 
the Scriptures indeed pronounce that every 
man (hall give an account of himfelf be- 
fore the judgement-feat of Chrift j Wbojhall 

dwell 
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ci No general calamity is requifite for his 
" removal. Why does not Death fingle 
"him out at once ?" How know you but 
, that the man may live to repent ? But, not 
to dwell on that poflibility ; are there no 
other perfons for whofe fake he may be 
fpared ? Is there no plant of wheat which 
might be fatally injured, if this weed were 
now plucked up ? Has he not parents, whofe 
prefent interefts are clofely involved in his ? 
Has he not a wife, or a child, who may be 
left deftitute, if he fhould be cut off ? Has 
he neither brother nor relative, nor friend, 
nor acquaintance, to whom his exiftence 
is at prefent ufeful : or to whom Omnif- 
cience may forefee that at a future period 
it will be advantageous ? May not even his 
vices be overruled by the providence of 
God into beneficial warnings to others ? 
May not his pride teach fome to cherifh 
meeknefs? May not his intemperance 
evince the excellence of fobriety ? May 
not his irreligion imprefs on others the 
beauty of holinefs ? In feafons of cold or 
of drought, or of immoderate rain, the 
proximity of a weed may for a time afford 
ufeful flielter to a ftem of wheat. May 
not this weed be as yet fuffered to grow, 
that it may anfwer a fimilar purpofe ? 

m. But 
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III. But fhall it always be thus ? Shall 
the genuine corn never be difencumbered 
from the tares ? Shall the wicked for ever 
be intermingled with the juft? Not fo« 
The harveft fhall come ; and then (hall be 
the day of perpetual feparation. Surrounded 
by angelic hofts, the Lord of the harveft 
of the whole earth, when the field of his 
church is fully ripe, fhall return to examine 
the produce- The times of long-fuffering 
"will then have pafled away. The motives 
ibr forbearance will no longer exift. Judge- 
ment will claim her office, and proceed to 
Tier appointed work. Gather ye together 
the tares , and bind them in bundles to burn 
them : but gather the wheat into my barn. 
Such, in the emblematical language of the 
parable, is the commiffion which the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, feated on his throne of glory, 
fliall deliver to his angels. With inftan- 
taneous obedience they fhall execute the 
command. They Jhall gather out of his 
Aingdom all things that offend, and them that 
4o iniquity. They fhall fever from among 
the righteous all the children of the wickedf 
one : all who have borne no fruit, or cor- 
rupt fruit : all who have not been purified 
!?y the blood of Chrift, and fandlified by 
the operation of his grace. Why fhall 

thefe 
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thefe finners be thus colle&ed ? Mark the 
trords of your Judge ; To be caft Into a for* 
nace ofjire : there Jhall be walling andgnetfb* 
ing of teeth. They fhall be colle&edj that 
they may receive the lot which they have 
preferred : that having refufed the oppttr- 
tunities of mercy, they may be made the 
iridtims of juftice : that they may be fot 
ever feparated from God, whofe fervice 
they have fcorned, and may fhare the por- 
tion of the devil, the matter whom they 
have chofen : that they may be caft into 
the lake of torment, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is never quenched. But 
what fhall be the bleffing of the children 
Of the kingdom ? They Jhall Jhine forth as 
the fun in the kingdom of their Father. The 
empire of Satan is at eftd. He is caft into 
tverlafting chains. He is groaning under 
everlafting pitnifhment. His miniftcrs and 
his fubje&s, apoftate angels and revolted 
men, are for evermore fealcd up with him 
in the bottomlefs pit. The Lord and his 
Chrift have taken unto them their great 
power, and reign for ever and ever. The 
Son of God has enabled his fervants, who 
through him have overcome the tempta- 
tions of Satan, to fit down with Him upon 
hi* throne. He has caufpd the Welled of 
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feis Father to inherit the kingdom prepared 
for them from the foundation of the world. 
There they (hine as the brightnefs of the 
Armament, as the fun when * he (hone in 
his ftiength. The firmament is rolled away*. 
The fun is fwallowecj up in darknefs. But 
the glory of the righteous fadeth nofc 
They {hine in glory (hed upon them front 
the throne of God : and, like the throne of 
God, cftabliflied for ever. 

Our Lord, having concluded his inter- 
pretation of the parable, clofed the fubje<9fc 
with thofe folemn words, which he was 
accuftomed to addrefs to his followers, when 
he had delivered to them inftru&ions de- 
manding fignal regard : He who bath ears 
to Bear, let him ear. My brethren ! Rc- 
vereiice the admonition of the Son of God, 
and ponder his dodhine in your hearts. 
Gonfider the fupreme and everlafting im- 
portance of the truths which this parable 
enforces ; "truths important as heaven and 
hell* and enduring, as to their effects, unto 
eternity. If there be no refurre&ion, take 
your eafe j eat^ drink, and be merry. Eat 
and drink ; for to-morrow ye die. But if 
the Scriptures indeed pronounce that every 
man (hall give an account of himfelf be- 
fore the judgement-feat of Chrift \ Wbojhall 

dwell 



-before the day of harveft arrive^ f<* ^Ifidt 
deftription you belong. Are ytfii^P^tlfe 
y3^at,,or of the, tares? of the chiMteto'<*ft!i* 
feijpgdomr or of the children of t&ewi&&i 
$jQL$ ? £efc every one examine and reth#H 
an^afw^r tQl:himfel£ Are you a teWftifc 
©f Qfeirift ^ in. fincerity.auwL. truth ; laboirt^ 
4ay hyd^y- touring forth fruit mifo %xm 
tothe ;ftJvation of your foul througt? r |n£ 
t>lpo&;:and^with£^ 
ing every, opportunity 'wbtefe y8ur ftat&n* 
affprda; flf ffeeugtHening bthers in gptfbtfctJ 
faith* and-of upholding and advancing thififif 
in hoKnefs I Or arc y op ar flave and A WfW 
nifter;of Satan, devoted to him^fclfilRtfg 1 
1^3 fervice, bringing forth fruk ttrite cfeath?^ 
unto death everlafting ; diftfojnnj^ iydii^ 
own foul by difbbedienffe; and,' Hke tSrefc* 
that fmother the wheat, endihgeHng ^tP 
ruining the fouls of others by your Wftketf* 
pfcrfuafions, and your catelefe and utiKghte-^ 
ous example ? He ,that » not *>f Gh*t ft IV r 
of the devil. .; If you khdw^not fc» ^rhlfeh** 
niafter you belong; it is becitlfe finf 4rill ir 
not -feasch the .Scriptures and; lay thefti > tdf <* 
heart. . TJie marb of diftihdfcibfc bet\*e*n - 
the follows pf JGhrift, aadithc>fa&js&s 6SA 
. ... c «il JutSe 
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exception to the general rule ? While the 
wlioTe ereari^^ he tp 

flumber in iupinenefs I Man is bora to la- 
bour. For labour, N maii while yet inno^- 
cent was formed, Tb^^LtretHj^d took tke 
man, and put bim into the Garden of Eden, 
to drefs it and to keep ii: 1 T6 that exertion 
which was ordained to be a fource of un- 
mitigated delight;- painful contention and 
overwhelming fatigue, when man apofta- 
tifed from his God, wepc faperadded. In 
tbe fweat of tby face Jhalt thou eat bread. 
By toil muft thy xkil^ food^t^urchafed* 
To toil muft thou look as the inftrument 
df fecurity, df &c&taftM*^^ 
*£ rmprovemehfc. ' 'Bitch" Was fcto^flecree. 
Afad art none exempted f Nbh<?; ; Ifo^fl&ft, 
is virtually including the ^holS J hiitfaiL 
lice, of whom he wa$ to* life tlie prog^dlt6)f, 
>wks the mandate IflTued. ' Of Weacl, i^ ilife 
Ireprefentative of earthly acquifitidhs ahidlig 
Which it is pre-eminently neccffaiy, did &it 
tiiandate fpeak. : On every * Individuiir la- 
bour is enjoined, Through labour is evfery 
ibleffing to be fought. ' . ^ 

'" In the early ages of the wbrtd employ- 
ments now confined to the loWeft elates 
wete deemed not UQbecbming perfons (if 
't4e;^m6ft''(eievated ritik^ The ^eirifoini? 
^ O 3 cares, 
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uma ri^tfltHiTnfefi rfretf not thy^b^ivXk 
(tfrlthfe^angodiyi nfeither Ve^thfcu enrvjoid 
apdafb^ter workers of iniqaity* Qly^Jj 
purfoerthy cotarie in godlinef? : reft in flip 
LotB, aadcbwrait: patiently for $iiii« f.J&ft 
icwtdcajr^itoiir be ctot ^ff: but thofe :tB4t 
waii i2^>on thedLord, they fhall inherit tfi2 
earth. Commit thy way iinto the jponjj 
and thoir (halt enjoy, even in the midft of 
many for rows, the greateft blefiings attain- 
able on earth, peace of confeience in Chrift, 
and cheerful dependence on* the Almighty. 
Fret not thyfelf becaufe of the man who 
pro/pereth in the way of wicked devices. 
Yet a little while, and thou flialt be tran£ 
planted from the wildemefs of this world 
into the land ofpromife; from the thorny 
field of tribulation into the garden of Gocfi 
Health and riches and worldly fucc'efs.arc 
bounties which it pleafes Gotf to beftovs 
even upon his inveterate enemies. H* 
maketh his fun to fhine on the evil and oe 
the good; andfend'eth rain on the juft: afo 
on the unjuft. Earthly enjoyments are no: 
the rewards whiqh he has fct apart for hi 
fervants. For them he "has prepared 
kingdom yet to ]be revealed; a kingdor 
purchafed for them by the blood of he 
Son j a kingdom of honour and glbr 
•5 ani 



ft$f$Qfy t^em concerning .the mQ<4? of life 
g^ivhlcl? th^.hav^^e^JjabAtuated; .di*: 6 ^ 
bftflapiibr £ fpecial reafion/^ibjoh^ toffee 
j$aeral obligation of verity,, tp..ft#5 t^ e 
fW&,¥* itsampleftextettf^ % WifoJ?Jfajffi 
hall call you , and Jhall fay ; What if, yfiW* 
pupation .? Ye Jhall, fay. ; ., Thy fer&antj 
yfjte hath been about , cattle .frofn .our > youth 
y$n until now, both we and^bfo l^fytjbeft .* 
bat ye may dwell in the Iqpd ef Go/fa fc^ri 
i r Though Pharaoh, , whgR. \\p mailed tfce 
rethreo of his favov^^d ^.mift^^putjof 
^aftaan, had fent to them this ,exprc(V o^ef- , 
ige; Regard not yonrjttffyfentf^gwd 
f} all the land of Egypt is ypurs.^^a\\$i) 
fter their arrival, he &id to Jofeph,, 2$e 
wd of Egypt is before thee ♦• i*tbx*.h£#ivf 
Iff land mdhe thy father and \brethrm ? po 
f well: the idea that they had hitherto dwelt, 
•r were heneeforth.to,dwcU f 'inidlea^is„ptt- 
ered not the mind of the king*., pa^h^ir 
&trodu&ion heenquired of them, according 
E>, the reafooable expectation qfjoieph; 
Vhat is your occupation ? Qa their reply $ 
^hy fervants arc fhepherds^ both we and 
l/o eur fathers s he afligned . to tbeta t4ie 
irtd of Goflien, as fuited -by* its ftnguinr 
srtxUty for the pafturage: of .their ? flocfes 
rhicb they had c;ondudte4 frqaj. Cftp^an : 
4 and 
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bs : ^-^jVbat is yottr occupation t ' 1 

llu$ £1* *j~j 1*11 ^r. ... . 

fA^iCnVITY is the life of nature. The 
T^ .plaaets rolling in their orbits, the earth 
r eyolviny on her axis ; the atmofpherc pu- 
reed by winds, the ocean by tides ; the 
vapours riling from the ground and return- 
ing in freshening (hotvers, exhaled fronv 
|he fea, and poured again by river* -inter 
its t bofom, proclaim the universal law* 
Turn to animated exiftence. See the air* 
the land, and the waters in commotion 
with countlefs tribes eagerly engage^ in 
attack, in d&fence f in, the conftrud^ion, of 
,h^itatiqns 3 in the chafe of prey,, in em- 
•jDlo^me.nt fuited to their fphere and qon- 

5 _ exception 



OtrQ&ujntlia£> soft 

«noit3^-bi ^hatev^ pi^^ti^th p^xlfeifeciri 
Urittorasj " wfetfchj- influence^ Wfur*| hcrtfi 
tfVCT^Jar^c w howetcr fmall be the 6^ieat 
fo*wbkh they are feveyally oreoJle&ively 
enjoyed ; whence are thefe bleffings I Af» 
ftneyoiirownmdepeml^^ 
fhepfcur' oWn indcfeafible^nd iobeifeK 
figbt*? Tb±y *re glfts y all'of><thet»fgift% 
ytrich we. hare received- '-'-'RoturroiAKMt 
Mvcwt? recdhred tb^HFrcmirO^dij >. J4& 
Wfel£ flows from the exilbei-araroDdf 4ris irexi 
bttoftlfjr. Naked cdme ^we itftcnthe world i 
fiiked'ift body, naked in mind; powerkft, 
c&rtitttfe, lidpiefs. Whenbe te k mherwifii 
ttftfr'us now f Through th* eiu1seflfl&g>6f 
ifed free bounty tff God. WteitWfci^wg 
JMiffeft -health, or ftrength,:©*' meittaJien* 
dBWttietir; bt honour, or wealth, • ; w?mw 
flWfrice, br leifurei, w tinder whatevta? r oth«t 
diteHption the blcffing may require tef hft 
etfSup^ehended ; is the unmerited donation 
ftPHittt from whofe fuloeft we have all re* 
teived, of Him from whom cometh every 
good and perfect gift. To whom ought 
fttfjglft *td be confecrated ? To Him who 
fedfttSW^ti'itr '- For wbdfe glory ought it to 
bfc- employed ? For the glery of theCritfer, 
When in the parable to which recent allu- 



i#8 &ti>(kwjfititi. 

& <4#i^ and^i 

•Jliti* fjjfeafes the Voice of profane Hrfffl 

knd thus, 'even on a fobjeft of com$ 

tkdy Tmall imjibrtince, bears teftiteO 

s 6ttfiiiprdotis bicauffe incidental, to the 

Ta£ity and infpiratioti of the Sacred :: 

bftrds. v Of the health of the Patriai 

flocks and herds formed a diftinguil 

brarichc and ta the- fuperintendehce 

Jlbckfratod herds : was their daily foftcfc 

* N iddVc1;e<k Abrahahi, vrho was verfri&i 

/$&/*,'-' iMfdver and in golds Abrate 

^kofehbti&hold was fo numerous, that 

-"bH& Already produced in arms on a fcrit 

>v bfecafldftl °ibret hundred and eighteen of 

^Oi^d^r^ants horfr in bis own boi 

"Vhetf 'hfe-btheid threfe travellers approa 

ing^iitti ?ls hie fat in the door of his ten 

the hpat of the day,dirpatched not Ah 

fondant yrith offers of hofpitality, but " 

liimfejf to invite* them to paufe and rtft 

tbemfelves; and battening to the he 

with his p wn h?mds feleded the c&lf 

their entertainment His grandfoa.J# 

is now §ope down with hia family -i 

Egypt. Joieph-, tl^e rtiler 6£ihe lahd tin 

^haraoh/fofefe*ingthat theYiftg, l£-t*& 

jfk teeth? ed a*6 abottt to ^ W : p^Atdd^ 

■■• ■- % , '■- . queft 



~^!#W^» 1 cpiK^nijig^he ^9% of U£ 

^^^oj;^ ^ci^ reafonAbjoij^ to*|ie 

_gg^4! obligp.tign ;of ver^Jfc ty.&fa %^fi 

JJM& #1 its ajnpleft extet*L f . ]W^P^^ 

^]hflll;call you, and Jhall Jay ; What i/ f &{fr 

it&i&\ fatb fen a b ou t rW&c ffofir^r.j^tfib 

\jgbaf#e tpay dvidl in tfre lq$d tf Go/fa fa r ^ 

3 on ThjOfcgh, Pharaph, , ^hgp. J|^ |p^te4 ^e 

*J>W$hreq of. his fayoH^^rW^^^tjyf 

^GaflWMi, ha<J &nt v to them {his ^ x§^& *$^- , 

j&gea Regard mt yoiirJli$^fQf ){ $k^gwd 

\s8f)(*H (be land of Egypt is, ypuw^ rtkqmjji, 

softer theijr arrival, he feid ta Jo%h,J?^r 

jjatf^ a£ «£&?/* if befor* 4 bet ♦• m ^fo 4%$T$f 

~4ke ,fa*td wAh& thy father and xhrtfhx{# 7 ft> 

-dwdlijCnz idea that they had hitherto tty$t, 

■vflrfWei£ henefifoxthfto.dwcU r dnidleaffe 9 pm- 

rfer^not the mind of thek'iHgr V Qa4h^r 

imtrodudicm he. enquired of them, according 

ff^th^treafoaahle ^expectation of' Ja&pfc; 

|P&<tf is your occupation ? Qa their reply $ 

Tky Jirvauts art Jbepbcrds, both 11* and 

tiljotiUrjfetherss. he aifigaed . to- then* tJje 

land jof l .Goiben 9 ..aa- (uite^.-byiits finguijtr 

femyitfr /pr ; *he> pafturage: of -theii?, floe£« 

»hiehj*hpj^ had: «Qn4udc4//c^€!Af | % sk J! : 



106 Qm&ftupa&m.; 

affd h^in^ thus^w^kfed tli*m witlandf* 
«b»tt&*yf c< f mtinning th^if afttf client) tern* 
ptoytacat, be added, in his Conference <with 
Jfcfeph j If thou 'kneweftwf nftn ofv&boity 
HktoHg tbetn; make fbm \ rultrt nvdrnrm} 
Vdttle* > ■ ■ ' f .«- y;.:* 

-;lfrprtfc evdry individual in4iis domiahMfrii 
l^ftdfn each according to his vocation^ 
?b«aoh looked for ftedfaft and diligent 
exertions ^ Brom> every individual artnofag 
flfe*ks thrsrughoutlHis bouridlc& empire* tkd 
feptemte Lord; of? til demands habitual 4)*? 
bbimin 'the daily; employment of *hs*fc* 
JdHs^^Etruftcd: to our management Jfo 
t&efcomblmatfcaL language of the p^nabl^ 
tb^;Sf»-of God cries to every pne of hU 
pwfetfied feryants j Occupy till I come* Let 
VActh^o^ in the firft place, contemplate th^ 
motives under tfye guidance of which we 
ace* each of . us, to,, labour : fecondly, fpyo&ft 
©fi the general lines of human labooav w&H 
thek attendant .temptations : and thirdly, 
the principal benefits immediately refoltiq§ 
from Occupation. •-..; 

o 1. WbQtfomerye */o, <& a// /a /& gkrf. $f 

G*d {a}. Behold the - univerfal motive- p£ 

a^Ghrifti^n! Health and ftrengtl^, vyh^the? 

~i>i'^ .'•* • -^. -i ••■ •• •■ .. j/., . • *; ,;; .:<-.<> ■*'' 
'» . (a) i Cor. x. 3[i. 

more 



Cbt&xirujhttiarf;* soft 

Bchjotai^-wfe^th,' influence^ ktfxir?? hcrt& 
^jkcRterfttt or^owetcr finill be^he *%%&& 
ia*wfakh they arc- fcverally o^e<#ie&iveiy 
enjoyed ; whence are thefe bleffings I'AtM 
jfat7Oin^ownmdepemle0tacqiMf^H)i^?-Are 
theyrtmr oWn indcfeafible^nd iobeifeK 
light*} Tb*y *re ^tvall'tfrthoMigM 
yfrich we. hare received* • J^otmo*fcfl» 
hAv&im received th^I^tRfonl^Oi^dij ?&& 
Hfel£ flows from the exttbefrariradf 4ris fired 
b8taftif}\ Naked cdme we idto^theworldi 
Hiked ih t>ody, naked in mind* powerkfc, 
€&rtitttfe, ti^lptefs. Whenbe tek mhwwila 
%&h r us now I Through th* eiufceflfl&g>6f 
<y free bounty <$f God. ■ WteitWfciM'Wg 
pbftefi j 'health, or ftrength, w metttalieftM 
itowftietir; to honour, or ; wealth, Jt criinh 
flWfttce, or leifurei, &r Under whatever t)tbw 
diteHption the blcffing may require tef hft 
cO&pi^ehended ; is the unmerited donation: 
Qft titer from whofe fuloeft we have all re* 
ceived, of Him from whom cometh every 
good and perfect gift. To whom ought 
t£t* $ift *tb be Confecrated ? To Him who 
trSfttW^itr ' for wbdfe glory ought it to 
bfc-tftiiployed ? For the glory of theGitffer, 
"When in the parable to which recent allu- 
a.. v ^ 9 " : (ion. 



.fipj^ha* beefl -piacfc,. A&d JO th* fiq»jlaj«^ 
f^yie, recorded hy St. MaJ^w.;X4iijt^e 
, Xor<J according to his difcretioqi d^iv^r&tp 
£ho£e of his houfefcold certain tal^nty £ wfcqfc 
#re, tfrojfe .talents ?. Hi* own. Who ar^t^e 
perfons to whom he commits theqx.t^s 
pwn.fejvants. For what ipujrppfe dp^^e 
jentojft the talents ? That tt*ey m^y be^ab- 
jpk(ye.dr . . ; Po whofe behalf sltq tfye occupies 
|o^pipy f t^em? Qn behalf of their Lord. 
TTo whom are they to render an account ? 
*£p their. Lord yvhen he (h^ll return to io- 
veftig^te the trai^fadions of their ftewar^- 
Jj^ip. _ In proportion as every man hath rcr 
ceivjed the g*fe> and whatever the gift, may 
be, eyenjp l^t him minifter the fame^ ev$n 
J(b let him feduloufly labour in the employ- 
ment of the talent, as a gQodJleward$f$c 
manifold grace of God. If any mcin fpeo% % 
let him f peak as the oracles of God ; let hinx 
glorify, God by fpeech conformed \x\ the 
di&atea of His word. If any man minifter % 
let him do it as of the ability which God 
givtfh; whether h.eJa^ours fin a public or 
in a private capacity^ \yhether he difpeQfiss 
/pij^tuaj pr.femporal ^qn^fits, whatever, be 
the nature or the fpecific objedt of his oo# 

\b) Luke* xjix. Matth v xxv. 

^, . - cupationj 
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-^afi^i^^ihi^Iftiiry^od by a^ratcfiil 

^fickii^l^dgihettt 4 6f* the fource, whefafe 

^^^tatfnt^hlcli He ^pfoys^eVeiyfocultjr 

^i&iift; wHfcti'he labotttt, Is derived ;' and % 

^c^an^p^licatioti of both as befits one who 

'raneriibers, that it is required in Jleivafds 

y ¥bid a'mdri be found faithful. IF he lets his 

r fighVjbine before men; be 1 it aHbtoi# n lb 

°Jftih]£, that men, by feeing his gbod'Hfrbrki, 

"nd'aiybe excited to glorify bis Fat&frjwbo ts 

in heaven/ Thus, at alf- times and imdfer 

every circumftance, let liiiri ' TabAtif ihat 

God, in all things j may he glorified trough 

jefus Chrift (r). Whatfoever ye ah^ in wotdor 

: in deed y do all in the name of the Lordyefus. 

'TTeafe bought with a price ; ^ndt^with kor- 

ruptibie things as Jttv&r ' arid gold; tht ivkb 

the precious blood ofChriJl ; therefore ffiftfy 

*&6d*iny6ur body and in your fpirit^Hdhtth 

'are God's {d). .---.^ ^ 

01 ; ; But aw we not in all things rovlabodr 

*fbf bur individual falvation ? Unqueftion- 

*abiy. Are we then to labour, it is afked, 

^rhftatffy for pur individual falvation, or 

W the gloi*y of God? Away With the 

i&ifthi&ioa! Produce me a fittgle paflage 

(c) i Cor. iv. 2. Matth. v. 16. i Pet. i\r. n. 
((/) Col. iii':^-- f-GorvvK 20. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
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&04 On Occupation. 

ftoto tte eorhmencement tothe clofeof tlie 
Scriptures, in which the glory of ~&od; is 
disjoined from the falvation of man.; Maud 
then fliall your queftion become 1 entitled- 
to- confideration* To live unto Giuifi ifc— 

•oglorify God. To glorify God through 

Chrift with your hody and your ipirit,^ 
^rhkfh are Hi* r i* the appointed method o9 
Jtttai&ing the falvation which Chrifl; haM 
pwcbafed. As a pr^dical believer inChriit: 
Jafti*^ labour that in all things Qod m^jr- 
thus be glorified : and you (balk weave— 
tbejtndyfyoyr faith ; even tbtfalvatiwro^' 
yturfouL 

iai^r-ccr*. ■ :, . = 

-IL. Advert to the general lines of human 
labour, and to their attendant tempt** 
trona. 

r; The xnoft obvious and the moft con» 
pwhenfive of the divifions of human la- 
bour i* that which, from the iaftniitfcnt 
principally employed,, is denominated ~mi. 
ftual. To men occupied in this branch 
*f exertion belongs in its literal import^ 
die primeval fentenfee f fa the ftoe&t oft&y 
jfatjbtik tbotf eat bread. Under :*b$»ieteft 
are" included all the toils of agrifeullte^j" 
and all the ruder arts of life, by which 
^be partb is Jubduei^ reduced under the do- 
minion 



^ftaxfeito we bi&:ih<taftty, * fe$wft?AMt 

fcamfortabje abode. In the profec^Hon:0f 
fiicfe cdbjed6 the frame advances, in rotaaft* 
tteii^ and is inured to patient endurance* 
ft^ie hand is hardened by the fpade*;tb« 
arm ftrengthened by the hammer, v ThS> 
tnihd, in the mean time; though oeceffiariijr 
ftuhmoned into action, and ki nonwfpeflk 
Excluded from its proportion* of emplcr^ 
HMnt, experiences lefs 'exercifer aod^ukitfaJ- 
tion thak -r'the body; Dbt poroers^groitt. 
torpid) ahd habit ftepsititotheepdace^bf 
refle&ion. Hence, unlefs the hear^in k^ 
proclivity to evil be flayed by fupernatural 
gracevproc^ed remghnefs ©fmanttia^haHh- 
aefe of temper,** covetoufaefs^ cfenfnalid)BJ 
brutifh ignorance. How can he get toifikm 
that bolditb the plow, and that gkrittb in ' 
ike goad;* that drimtb oxen, and it -titCut 
pied in.tbeir labours; {andiwbofh tgihii 
abmttJmUacks f Every carpenter V and wtwrfa 
mqfter, the fmkh fitting- by the drfvil^ tb& 
potter turning the nvbtel & tall* their ~defae i# 

Wr^ii^i^^^^^^ Tlittfitepi* 
tttWen<}OTn which extiftgai(hea^he4e^e;-<?f 
qiepul improvement, <mt feldp*& -extend* 

U) Ecci'us, xxKxvi. 2 ; c— 34. , ~ ' " 

ufe! 



20$ On QAppaiiriL , 

itfetf to/;ther>Wer$ft$ /erf -«tcr«iift^7 ooiffEte 
wetfatfe rof tbe imil yMsJWti to -tlie f wonapd* 

dati^n of the body . Tbc * ram iii&foffbqk 
i&.tth*: cares of the hour. 'I^itigiofiBJ 
d^ly, fubfifteoee* he, labours mot ibrvthb 
bread of Hfe. r. If any maa mould $tavwd*b<$ 
neither Jbould be cpU We command md hfe 
hart by the Lordjefus^ thai 'with fktetkgfi 
they work, and eat tbeir^ own breads J&* 
yourw&n bufmefi, and work &itb yttfft&tibfc 
bands kf)+ :■ Yefc labour not priBttn?*lyV>)^ 
tbt taeat^mbkb ptrijbetb^ but for*that'teto& 
wJbidkdwforetb unto everlafiing life/^&tkf^ 
*6t Sfnxof man Jhall give unto you r tfofr 
Mm both God the Father fealed [g). •* ^^ 
. ^.The next leading branch df .labourite 
that which, exercifitig .the faculties ©£*h8 
mind more extenfively than xh& ipQi&i&of 
tjie ^animal frame,- may* fce • derifealitsatedk 
Hiatal'. To this : branch: may i>e:Tefito"rod^ 
^Ofiong other -ramifications of a<3Sve;lifey 
fonae of the ornamental arts, man^/^rfitthv 
refearchesjol fcience^.the diitfes <rf*K&e»db 
pctifctixoxs, thefux^dioi^of litcfaUve^oflScW 
Qver.:pferfons dedicated to- pursuits: bf'lfaift 
defcription^ no lefa than over othcrfs VbaP 
^•^ funk in manual toil, impeadvtke dtagitft 

. (/) 2 TiieiT.iii. 10. 12.. i Theff. iv. ;u ..'• 
X*) Joan, vi. 27. 

:' of 



On Qccuptxtwh. 20 j 

of beconrittg ■ the flavetf of £ worldly fpfefty 
of: panting 4br tilings temporal and fbr- 
gcding^ things eternal. Among the tfcmp- 
tatioijrby which, if not exclufi veiy aflaited, 
they art more feverely or mote c'odfpfaU 
o4fl)r.-€ocotlntcred, are the thirft for fpleii* 
did diftin&iorrs, and the pride of intetfde* 
ttwd attainments. All flejh is graft ;/ knd 
all the glory of man as the Jlower <fgr%ft± 
T'he gr&fs wither -eth 9 and the flower thereof 
fidletb away :■ but the word of the LordtnA 
duretb for ever. If any man think that $& 
Anoweth any thing ; he knoweth nothing. \$efi 
as he ought to know. . The Lordvglvetb 
wifdom : out of His mouth cbmeth^ntiwbled^k 
$nd undemanding. He layetb. up v/oinZl 
wijfomfor the righteous (h). ^ • -v :*d; 
V Lot each of the clafles which havse beeff 
*oticedy the general: ftimulus to labour 4fc 
tire* dcfire*>f gain ; in the former t\€8ftf* 
Vtcniixed^in the latter occafionally bfeftdelfc 
Wi&h^cagemefs for deration. - There isrri 
tfcird fdatk in .the middle and the highett 
WfcJte c&fooiety* rwhofe labour is oftcnftidyi , 
©HfreV jpooteneou* ;: ..ar clafs confifting o£ 
titffe pferfons* whom wealth or competence* 
*£$&&$ rfrojii the ncceffity of ' profkibte 

(i) | P«t i. 14» '25. X Cor.viii. 2. Prpv. ii. ^, 7. 

-** toil. 



ao8 On Occupation. 

toil. Ate you of this defcription, and do 
you conceive yourfelf privileged to be idle I 
If {he fuprcme Benefa&or has faid to you^ 
as Pharaoh faid to the brethren of Jofeph j. 
*thc good of all the land is yours : if, *&. 
Pharaoh planted them in Gofhen, in tJhcr 
heft of this favoured land God has made yoie^ 
to dwell : of J you He alfo .demands, a» 
Pharaoh demanded of the obje&s of hfcr 
bounty ; What is your occupation ? Qte^ 
you, no lefs than on your brethren, every 
day urges its title to employment. Out 
you, no lefs than on your brethren, reft: 
the general obligations of life. On you* 
In proportion as you are exonerated front 
inferior talks, the general obligations of lif{ 
prefs with augmented claims; The neigh? 
bour, the friend, the fori, the brother, the 
bufband, the father, the mafter, is calle4 
upon to behold in his comparative leifurc 
new ties to the affiduous performance o£ 
his duties. In his comparative leifurcf the 
landlord is fummoned to recogfclfe xutw 
motives for directing the adminiftratic* of 
the property with which Heaven has t&* 
trufted him to the good of his dependents* 
and tHe diffufive encouragement of know* 
ledge and piety. To you, in a fpecial 
me&fure, are confided the execution of 

various 
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tarious fun&ions of magiftracy ; the ma-l 
nagement of local concerns and inftitutions; 
and' the difctiarge of many public trufta 
conne&ed with the fuperintendence of the 
revenue arid the dvil and military welfare 
**£ the community. In fome *of the occu- 
pations appertaining to men of your clafk 
O^ide often feeks its gratification ; and the 
—xifnaring influence of intereft, immediate 
o» remote, is powerfully felt. The tempt* 
5**ion however to which you are peculiarly 
Obnoxious .is, partly becaufe your labour, 
fcems voluntary, partly becaufe it is not 
^infrequently gratuitous, to applaud your- 
Telves as nobly and needlefsly relinquifliing 
a portion of your time and eafe for the be- 
nefit of others, and as laying up merit with 
God and man by works of fupererogation. 
Merit ! Shall they who have received thfe 
moft from God, labour for Him the leaft? 
Shall they who have the largeft opportu- 
nities, the ampleft leifure, for looking on the 
things of others, for advancing the general 
and individual welfare of their fellow-crea- 
tures, labour for them the lead ? Works of 
filpejerogation ! To him that knowetb to do 
good, and doeth it not ; to him it is Jin ■(*]• 

(i) James, iv. 17. 
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pio On Qccvpptioq. 

Occupy till I cowt is the uiUYejrfaJ. mapfjate 
of your LorjJ. And what was his "§^r 
simple ? Cbri/l pleafed not himfelf\K)\ lived 
not to his own indulgence. Was ppi his 
life a continued fcene of fpontaneQtfs ex- 
treme and moft difmterefted labour ? Do 
you grudge difmterefted labour, and profefs 
to follow his fteps ? Are you fo blind to the 
demerits of your beft performances as to 
demand reward not of grace , but of debt? 
When yejhall have done all \ fay ; we are un- 
profitable fervants : we have done that y and 
|hat only, which was our duty to do (/)• 

. III. Confider briefly fome of the bene- 
fits refulting to the individual froncx Occu- 
pation ; and you will confefs that, if Qo4 
enjoined labour as a judgement, hie en- 
joined it alfo in mercy. 

Labour, in the firft place, npt Qfiiy is 
.the medium of acquifition -j bpt naturajly 
tends tQ improvement. Whether the-bpdy 
is to be ftrengthened or the mia<J to t>e 
cultivated j whether fijbfiftence or know- 
ledge is fought j whether the necefiaries Of 
the accommodations of life are at £|ake > 
whether our own intereft or that of others 

(i) Rom. xv. 3. (/) Luke, xvii. io. 

is 
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is to be forwarded : by labour, under the 
bleffing of Providence, the objeft of to-day 
is attained ; by the labour of to-day are 
augmented the facilities of attaining fimilar 
obje&s to-moi:ro,w. 

Lfcbour is, in the next place, a powerful 
preservative from fin. The unoccupied 
hand is a ready • inftrument of mifchief* 
The unoccupied mind is a vacant field, iti 
which the feeds of evil natural to the foil 
fhoot with unlimited growth. On what 
day is the wickednefs of the irreligious 
the moft flagrant ? On the Sabbath : becaufe 
to them it is a day of idlenefs. When are 
popiilair exceffes moft to be.dreaded ? Wheh 
Idlenefs gives the reins to licentioufnefs. 
"Behold, this, faith the Lord God, was the 
"if&quity of Sodom : pride, futnefs of *bread y 
and abundance, of idlenefs was in her {tri). 
•Abiibdahce of' idlenefs was among the 
primary fources of thofe enormities, which 
•dreir down the fiery deluge from above. 
He who'liftens not to the voice of tempta- 
tfoft oecaufe employment prompts the an- 
Iwef, " I have not leifure to attend to 
** thee/." though he has not attained the 
praife of virtue, may have efcaped the guilt 
oftranfgreffion. 

-' ' (m) Ezek. xvi. 49. 
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Occupation, reftri&ed to laudable pui> 
fuits, claims a place among the fecondary 
caufes,. which pre-difpofe n?en to progrefs 
in religion. Idlenefs is irreligious in itfelf, 
as a breach of duty : and contributes to 
form and eftablifh a habit of mind not 
merely averfe from all exertion ; but com* 
monly marked by ftronger repugnance to 
religious efforts and refeanches than to any 
other branch of employment. 

Farther : Occupation, originating in 
Chriftian principles and dire&ed to Chri£- 
tian pu'rpofes, is effential, not only to the 
Tefrefhing enjoyment of leifure (for the reft 
that refrefhes is reft after toil);* but to the 
acquifition of genuine compofure, of fe- 
renity of confeience, of that peace of God 
which pafleth all underftanding, To be a 
blank in creation, a cumberer of the ground; 
to be torpid amidft furrounding induftry ; 
to be entrufted with talents, and employ 
them not for good ; to owe infinite obliga* 
tionsy and withhold a£tive evidences of gra- 
titude ; to be commanded to occupy until 
the coming of your Lord, and to wafte life 
in habitual difobedience — with thefe fea- 
tures in your character is your mind a.% 
eafe? Have you liable fati$fa&ion withio.? 
Does not fhame redden your cheek?: Does 
not alarm agitate your foul ? 

Single 
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Smgle out from the pafling cfbwil of 
examples a chara&er habitually flothful r 
a ch&ra6fcer flumbcring in lazy liftlefTriefs, 
orlktfted in the laborious idlenefs of folly. 
* Singtetiut a iluggafd protra&ing night untb 
nobn, fauntering in the irkfomenefs of in- 
3t£Hvity, hearing in languid vacancy the 
news of the day j and killing time (we^igh 
welt the import of this his cuftomary 
phrafe), killing time evening after evening 
at the card table ! Seledt a young man der 
voted to the chafe and its attendant cares : 
or with fkill worthy of a gam e-keepeT, with 
ardour which might befit a favage in a wifc- 
dernefs conftrained to a perilous war againff 
the beads of the field, dealing day after day 
atid year after year deftru&ion from his 
gun amidft the animal race. SeleA a 
young woman rolling round the vortex of 
difiipation, living to accompKfhments and 
fkfhton and the fong and the dance. Is 
this to improve life ? Is this to watch againft 
fin i Is this to prepare the heart for reli- 
gion ? Is this to be a fervant of Chrift, who 
could not but be about bis Father s bujinefs? 
Shall the Idler, roufed on the great day 
by the enquiry, u What has been thy oc- 
tl cupation," reply to the Judge ; " I fcofFed 
^ not at thy word: I refpe&ed thine or- 
P 3 " dinances 2 
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finances : I abftained from criminal gra- 
*' tificaUQiw. Exempted by wealtl^iroH* 
"the neceflity of labouring fot fubfiftejicc ) 
" I configned my hour$ to eafe andamufe* 
Anient?" You anticipate the aniWer— 
Cqft the unprofitable ferpant into outer dark*, 
nefs : there Jh all be weeping tmd gnajbing if 
teeth. i .- 

Let not oitf inveftigation$ v my brethren* 
be clofed without fome brief and 1 pra<5feicjsd 
remarks, 

Confider with attention proportioned. to 

the importance of the fubje<3 the univerfal 

obligation to labour. If you wi£h to with* 

dn\fr your fboulder from the burthen ; Tuf-i 

pe£tthe foundnefs of your Chriftian pro- 

feffian. . For thofe whom you love, eveq 

si the dtfire. of thbfe whon* you love, you 

delight to labour. Do you love God, and 

loiter when he commands you to work, for 

Him ? Wbatfoever thy hand Jindeth to do, 

x lk it with all thy might : for there is na 

xtoork) nor device, nor knowledge, not wtfi 

thtot; in the grave whither thougoeft. What- 

feever ye do, do it heartily; as to the Lord i 

and not unto men. God is not unrighteous ta 

forget your work and labour of love which 

ye have Jhewed towards His name. Antl 

we deftre that every one of you do-Jbew the 

♦ famp 
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fame diligence to the full affuranee of hope 
unto the end : that ye be notflothful, but fol- 
lowers of them who through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promifes [n\ 

Secondly. Be frequent in propofing to 
yourfelf the enquiry, " What is my occu- 
" pation ?" Satisfy yourfelf, not merely 
that you are occupied, but that you are 
occupied in employments acceptable to 
God. To labour in trifles is not Chrif- 
tian occupation. To labour in fin is to 
labour for the devil. What numbers 
whom the fun riling and fetting beholds 
in an unceafing hurry of occupation, fliall 
appear at the hour of account to have been 
worfe than idle ! What numbers whofe la- 
bour*, highly ufeful to their friends or to 
their country, have filled the mouth of the 
world with praife, (hall ftand convicted in 
the hour of account as having never la- 
boured for God ! What doeft thou here % 
Elijah ? was the queftion of Jehovah to 
his prophet, who had relinquifhed in a mo- 
ment of alarm the proper fcene of his la- 
bours. Under every circumftance regard 
this queftion as addrefled in conjunction 
with the former to yourfelf. Is this the 
place of duty ? Is this the labour of 
(») Ecd. Jx. 6. CoL iii. 23. Hebr. vu 10— ia*-' 

P4 duty? 
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duty ? Are you labouring for Ac MoH 
High ? Are you labouring in youj; itp^ 
pointed courfe ? w . 

* Thirdly. Would you labour efficaciouf- 
ly? Remember whole* is the ftrength in. 
which you muft labour. * Truft not in ani 
arm of flefh. Lean not to thine own un- 
derftanding. Bejlrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of His might. Not by mighty not 
by power ; but by My Spirit, faith the Lord 
of Ho/is. Through Chrift who ftrength- 
eneth thee, thou mayeft do all things. 
"Without Him thou capft do nothing (0). 

fourthly. Be vigilant, be humble, be 
devout, in guarding through the all-fuf- 
ncient grace of your Redeemer againft 
thofe fnares and forms of fin, which attach 
themfelves to your occupation. Be forti- 
fied againft its toils, its pleafures, its re- 
wards, its difappointments. When under 
the garb of avarice, or of pride, or of am- 
bition, or of fenfuality, or of felf-cpippla- 
qency, or of difcontent, Satan lays claim 
to your heart ; What is your reply ? Iferve 
the Lord Chrift. 

Finally : In the fpirit of Him whofe meat 
and drink it was to do the will of his Father, 
yccuftom yourfelf to regard enjoy rnent as 

(o) Eph. yi. 10. Zech. iv. 6. Philipp. iy. 13.. Joint 

" ' qonfiftmg 
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cbft fifting in the performance of duty. By 
multitudes, duty and pleafure are beheld 
as diftin£t ; as drawing in oppofite direc- 
tions : duty, toiling in one quarter, and 
foinmoning to an irkfome talk j pleafure 
fffciling in an adverfe region, and inviting 
to compensatory gratification. He, and he 
alone, whom Chriftianity enables to identify 
then, pofleffes the fecret of virtue and hap- 
piniefs. 
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SERMON XL 

On the neceflity.of unreferved Obedience — 



James, ii. 10, 



Wbofoever JhaU keep the whole law, and ycJ? 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

^pO fome perfons it has been a fubje& o£" 
unreafonable furprife, that the Scrip— 
tureslftiould contain paflages apparently 
of dark and ambiguous import. All the 
works, all the appointments of God, abound 
with difficulties. The nature of the air 
which you breathe, the properties of the 
foil on"which you tread, the growth of the 
plants and animals by which yoii are fuf- 
tainedt exceed your comprehenfion. In 
the common difpenfations of Providence, 
in the moral government of the world, 
there is much which is obfeure to the li- 
mited 
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mited faculties of man. Why then do you 
wonder that God fhould permit difficulties' 
to fublift in the revealed declaration of his' 
will ? If, in the natural world, there is not 
one of His gifts, which men may not per- 
verfely employ in a manner fatal to their 
Happinefs ; are you aftonifhed that, in his 
i*nfpired communications, there fhould be 
^yhme things hard to be underjlood, which they 
*zsho are wilfully unlearned and unjiable 
may wrejl even to their own dejlrudtion ? ', 
3n all his counfels, the Moll High deter- 
mines with wifdom and with gdodnefs. 
While his inherent attributes, the evidences 
of Chriftianity, the dodtrines of redemp- 
tion, and the confequences of righteouC-- 
nefs and of guilt, are diftin&ly and incon<* 
trovertibly fet before us ; are we not able 
to difcover reafons which may render it 
beneficial to us, that many paflages of Holy 
Writ fhould demand continued enquiry 
and meditation, before their meaning fhall 
difclofe itfelf? Such pafTages try our hu- 
mility, ftrengthen our faith, call forth our 
diligence, exercife our attention, imprefs 
oar memories. The truth which thgy in- 
volve is always of value more than fuffi- 
cient to repay the labour by which it is 
rendered manifeft. 

Among 
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mouth of, perhaps, the moft eminent of the 
Apoftles.. 

I propofe, under the Divine blefling, 
firft, to explain the meaning of the text : 
in the next place, to Hluftrate by examples 
^he reafonablenefs of the do&rine which it 
conveys : and, thirdly, to prove that the 
do&rinc is not peculiar to St. James, but is 
the univerfal do£trindi of the Scriptures. 

I. Wbofoever Jhall keep the whole ldy> y 
and yet offend in one point ; he is guilty of 
all. 

What is the truth yvhich in thefe words 
St. James defigns to affirm ? Does he mean 
to aver, that the man who commits one 
fin virtually commits every kind of -fin ? 
He means no fuch abfurdity. 'He kn.ew 
that, although one tranfgrefl^oii commonly 
draws on other and various and " greater 
offences; a finner may perpetrate feveral 
kinds of wickednefs without plunging into 
all kinds. Does he maintain that a perfon 
\yho has yielded to one fin, needs not to 
hefitate as to indulgence in more ? The 
Apoftle never purpofed to contradict the 
Scriptures. He knew that every additional 
fin cries for additional puniftiment. Does 
hp imply that the man who deliberately 

breaks 
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breaks any one of the co.mmandipents of 
the Qofpel is neceffarily excluded froqoi 
falvation ? God forbid ! For how then 
fhould any man be fayed ? The Apoftle 
well-knew that to every true penitent 
mercy is extended 'through Chrift. What 
then is the fad, which he declares ? He 
declares this fa£t : that the man, who fins 
againft any one branch of the divine law, 
fins againft the authority of the whole law, 
and againft the lawgiver of the whole. He 
declares that the divine law is not to he 
taken piecemeal : that it is not an affem- 
blage of unnconnedted commandments 
flowing from different fources, and guarded 
by different fan&ions j but one entire work, 
in all its parts proceeding from the will 
and vindicated by the power of the fame 
Author. He declares that God who y by 
his law, faid % Do not commit adultery, /aid 
alfoy Do not kill : that whofoever commits 
adultery offends againft the authority of 
Him who alfo faid, Do not kill : that how- 
ever widely the nature and circumftances 
of adlions may vary the degrees of their 
guilt, whofoever commits any one fin re- 
bels againft the law and the majefty of Him, 
who has equally forbidden every fin. He 
declares that no one is a true Chiiftian, 

1 - who 
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mouth of, perhaps, the moft eminent of tb- 
Apoftles.. 

I propofe, under the Divine bleffing 
firft, to explain the meaning of the text 
in the next place, to illuftrate by example 
t;he reafonablenefs of the do&rine which i 
conveys : and, thirdly, to prove that tin 
do&rinc is not peculiar to St. James, but r 
the univerfal do£trindJof the Scriptures. 

I. Wbofoever Jhall keep the whole lay; 
and yet offend in one point ; he is guilty oj 
all. 

What is the truth yvhich in thefe words 
St. James defigns to affirm ? Does he mean 
to aver, that the man who commits one 
fin virtually commits every kind of finl 
He means no fuch abfurdity. 'He knew 
that, although one tranfgrefl^on commonlj 
draws on other and various and' greatei 
offences ; a finner may perpetrate fevera 
kinds of wickednefs without plunging intc 
all kinds. Does he maintain that a perfor 
\yho has yielded to one fin, needs not t< 
hefitate as to indulgence in more ? TK< 
Apoftle never purpofed to contradict thi 
Scriptures. He knew that every additiona 
fin cries for additional puniftiment. Doe 
hp imply that the man who deliberately 

break 
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breaks any one of the co.mmandij*enj:s of 

\he Gofpel h neceflarily excluded froqx 

falvation ? God forbid ! For how then 

' fhould any man be fayed ? The Apoflle 

well-kpew that to every true penitent 

mercy is extended "through Chrift. What 

then is the fad, which he declares ? He 

declares this fa£t : that the man, who fins^ 

againft any one branch of the divine law, 

fins againfl: the authority of the whole law, 

aad againft the lawgiver of the whole. He 

declares that the divine law is not to he 

ta.k:en piecemeal : that it is not an aflem- 

hlage of unnconne£ted commandments 

flowing from different fources, and guarded 

by- different fandions j but one entire work, 

lr * all its parts proceeding from the will 

a xiLd vindicated by the power of the fame 

^V^thor. He declares that God who^ by 

f*is law, faid> Do not commit adultery , fai£ 

c ^^f°9 D° not , Ml : Aat whofoever commits 

^ adultery offends agaiflft the authority of 

*^im who alfo faid, Do not kill : that how- 

^^'ver widely the nature and circumftances 

*^*f adlions may vary the degrees of their 

^uilt, whofoever commits any one fin re- 

-V>els againft the law and the majefty of Him, 

>vho has equally forbidden every fin. He 

^declares that no one is a true Chiiftian, 

1 ■ • - who 



who does not purpofe and labour to ktzjp 
the whole lfiw:. that every perfon <whc^ 
wilfully perfeveres in any one habitual tranf-^ 
greffion, and hopes to efcape the penalty or 
rebellion, becaufe he obferves njany of the 
: commandments of God, will find himfelf, 
^at the day of judgement fatally difap- 
pointed. 

II: Perhaps this declaration of the Apoftle 
.founds in youi; ears unreafonable. " Is it not 
u fufficient," you reply, " if 1 obey moft 
_?.' of the ordinances of God ? If I difregard 
" one, am I to lofe the benefit of obferving 
.. " all the reft ? Will no allowance be made 
;" for fome one evil difpofition or practice, 
: " to which I am particularly tempted ? If 
* ci I fight ftrenuoufly and fuccefsfully agaiaft 
: ,c nineteen finful habits ; muft I. be conf- 
." demned, if I fhould be overcome by the 
;" twentieth ?" You will recoiled that, 
when it is affirmed that the violatiop of — 
one part of the law of God will exclude a 
jnan from the kingdom of heaven, notwith- 
standing his obedience to the other parts j 
we.fpeak of a man, whofe breach of one 
.of the divine commandments is knowingly*, 
•and wilfully, and perfevcringly indulged. - 
: \yith this recolle&ion fully prefent in your 
• -■• itund. 
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agaiaft the tlifobedient fubjedt you have 
paffed j udgemearuport y out felfc You ar<s 
not a fiiiceffe Chriftbin : yciU deferve the 
. cOndfefAnatibn which awaits you. 

Attend to anothisf example; Suppdfe a ' 
foic&er, rtgtilar in his general- obedience to 
the orders of his fuperiors, to refufe to 
march upon a particular fervice to which 
he.is af>pbinted. He is requeft£d to re- 
flfctt 6n the nature arid bn the confequences 
of 'his' dohdiid. He is admonifhed that 
tfie*fefvice is in the line of duty; that it is 
abfdfately neeefTary ; that it is required 
ffbni him by his lawful commander/ All 
tBefe truths he confeffes : but peffifts Iij 
J-efiifing to Obey. Will youfay that, be- 
citife "he has obefyed his officer in every* 
Otfer ffbirit, he is at liberty not to obey iri 
tfiS^ Will you fay that he does not de-* 
fitrve figrial puhifhment ? Since ydtir bapi- 
tiTrh you have avowedly been the folc^iett 
rf Jeftis Chrift. You have prortiifed obe- 
dfeiice iti all things to the Gatptain of your 
fixation. If you refufe obedience to Him 
hearty erne point* under pretence that you 
cjtef Him Iri all the re$ ; afe you a faith* 
firf foldier ? Do riot you fet at nought his 
univeffal atithority ? Is not the judgement! 
*vhich impends over you* defe:ftred ? 

Q^2 turn 
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upon hum He iwiifuHy perfcvcrfs -, xni&G- 
open eyes itfcrcfuflng tor difcharge the d&-c 
mand which he confefles to he.juft^ J& 
this man a good fubje& ? What if be ibouli .- 
fay to you j " I obey all the other law J 
" and therefore I may gratify myfelf ii* dif~~ 
" obedience to this one law ?' — " Aii the 
" laws of the land," you. would reply r 
" reft on the fame authority. In wilfully- 
" breaking one of the laws you are guilty 
" of fetting at nought the authority of al^ 
A good fubjeft will pay equal obedience* 
to every law. You are not a good fubj&&;> 
\ the puni/hment which hangs oyer yqa^ 
"is deferved." My brother ! If you live* 
in the habit of wilfully disregarding any 
one of the commandments of God ; apply 
this cafe to yourfelf. You acknowledge your- 
felf the iubjedi of Chrift. You acknowledge , 
that every branch of his law is holy and, 
jjuft - and good. You are entreated tyf r 
his .minifters to obey him faithfully in all 
things. You are warned that in bre^king^ 
any one of the precepts of the Gofpel yotr 
are guilty of rebellion againft the authority 
of Chrjift, which equally requires the qbn 
feryaxjce of . all : that no perfon is a *£$. 
Chriftian, who does not ^pfolve and ftriy^. 
}o obey t|*ffu,aU. In prpiiouncing fqntepqe A 
i^S * ,9 againft 
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^ard ; and do not the things which he 
kyV? Shall you not be expelled, as unfaith- 
ful aod rebellious fervants, from'the houfe- 
MdofGod? 

>•' &et me prefs tipon you one example 
more. Suppofe a child to be in the ufual 
tfehor of its conduct obedient to its parent. 
Iq one point however it is refra&ory. The 
ptfrent repeats his command. The child 
perfectly underftands it ; difcerns it to be 
good, and intended for his own good ; and 
is* thoroughly confcious that in. every par- 
ticular confiftent, as this command is, with 
the divine law he is bound to obey his 
parent. But lie Hill . refufes to obey. 
Qurfed be he^ faith the Scripture, whofttteth 
light by his father or his mother {b)< Is this 
child a dutiful child ? What if he obeys 
ki rnany things ? By prefuming in a Tingle 
haftance to determine according to his o\yn 
:hoice whether he will obey his paren tor not, 
does he not fet parental authority altogether 
\t nought ? Shall he, wht> in aungle inftance 
wilfully perfifts in refuting obedience to his 
parent, claim any (hare of thofe reward's 
which the parent has provided for his du- 
tiful children ? You profefs yourfelves tg 

(b) Deut* yixvii. 16. 

Q^3 have 
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Turn your thoughts to the duty of ^a 
fervant. Suppofe a fervant to be irt hi-e 
ordinary proceedings attentive to his Mas- 
ter's directions* Butfuppofe alfo that foafcet 
particular injun&ibn of his employer he 
wilfully tranfgrefles. He acknowledges 
tliat the bufmefs in queftion appertains to 
bis place. He acknowledges that bis mat- 
ter has repeatedly ordered him to execute 
it. But he perfeveres in difregarding the 
coran>arid. Shall he allege ; " I have per- 
" formed the other wort of my ftation j 
u and therefore I will not perform this ? I 
a fubmit to my matter's authority in^ther 
•f-thiftgs : in this point therefore I may 
•' defpife it ?" Shall he not be told that, 
in defpifing his mafter'* authority in one 
point, he defpifes it altogether, and fets 
himfelf above it? Shall he not be told 
that no one is a faithful and good fervant, 
who is not ready to perform his mafter^ 
tviH in ail things lawful and pertaining to 
hisoflke? Shall he not be immediately 
difoiifled from the family ? You profefs 
yourfelves the fervants of God through 
Chrift; If you obftinatel^ refufe to obey 
Him in any one point ; do not you Radically 
i3eny his authority, and exalt your own veilL 
' in oppofitioa to it ? Why call ye him Lord, 
*• 4 . > ■ Lord j 
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fijbje&s, of foldiers, of fervants, of children, 

. you, confefs to be entirely reafonable, -It 

is the rule by which* men rightly judge 

one concerning another. It is likewife 

the general rule of Holy Writ. It is 

the rule which God eftabltfhed in the 

Old Teftament. Read the twenty-feventh 

chapter of the book of Deuterononiy ; and 

you will perceive that for each of the fe- 

parate crimes there fpecified the cUrfe of 

God is pronounced to be due. It is the 

T*irie by which St. Paul avers no lefs clearly 

than St. James, that God will judge every 

♦one of us. Be not deceived : neither fornix 

cators, nor idolaters , nor adulterers, nor 

-thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 

rvilers, nor extortioners, nor they who are 

guilty of uncleannefs, or of lafcivioufnefc, or 

ef hatred, or of variance, of of emulations, 

or of wrath, or ofjhrife, or offcditi<mt % or <f 

&*rcjies, or of envy, or of murder, or of re- 

% sellings, or of fucb things, of any fuch fill, 

of any of the works qf the ftejb, Jhall in- 

■herit the kingdom of God (f). Mark the 

words of the Apoftle. He does not fay 

:that the man who is guilty of all thefe fins, 

•or the man who is guilty of moft of thefe 

(ins, or the man who is guilty of feveral of 

(0 i Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal, v. 19— %u 

Q^4 thefe 
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have become through thrift the children 
of God. Are you obedient children^ if yc>Ti 
have not rcfpc& unto all bis commandments, 2 

- Jf there be any one of his injunction* ,to 
< •which you ftubbofnly.refufe to bend your 

- peck ; will youjuftify yourfelf by pleading 

- that in other cafes you have fubmitted to 
-Ms will ? -Why do you notfubtnit ia this 

-point alfo ? Becaufe you have not the 

: -dipofitidn of a dutiful child. Becaufe y<}u 

* ■prefer .your own wilful inclination t6 the 

\ authority of your Father who is in heavefc. 

. Shall yoq be received into heaven ? £>hall 

•bbftinate rebellion- inherit the recom pence 

0f the righteous? Verily the wrath of 

-Sod cometb upon all the children of difor 

- tedicnce.y- 

> "■■; \ ••"• ; • *• - • ■"•> 

. - III. You are no^v prepared, I apprehend^ 
\-to. acknowledge that when St. James in- 
^ftru&$ you that 'to defpife.the authority of 
-God in one poinUs to be guilty of defpifing 
*it in all points ; and that no man, who wil r 
t.fully perfeveres in tranfgreffing one tof the 
v ^ommapdtnents of Chrift, has grounds for 
"expefHng to j>e i-epeived by Him into glory 
-.at the laft day ; the Apoftle delivers a doe- 
rs, trios, which, i$ |>erfe<3:ly reafonable. It is 
a dodr:k\e wl\J£h iti the parallel cafes of 
*:U* * ~ „ '■«. fubjedis* 



unrtfcrvcJ ObtdUnce. *$$i 

!fubjcfts, of foldiers, of fervants, of children, 
yoaconfcfs to be entirely reafonable* It 
5s the rule by which' men rightly judge 
- one concerning another. It is likewife 
: the general rule of Holy Writ. It is 
the rule which God eftabliflied in the 
. Old Teftament. Read the twenty-feventh 
chapter of the book of Deuterononiy ; and 
you will perceive that for each of the fe- 
parate crimes there fpecified the cUrfe of 
God is pronounced to be due. It is the 
*wJe by which St. Paul avers no lefs clearly 
■than St. James, that God will judge every 
•one of us. Be not deceived: neither forni- 
cators^ nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
^thieves , nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 
- viler s ', nor extortioners, nor they who are 
guilty of uncle annefs, or of lafcivioufnefs, or 
*f hatred, or of variance, or of emulations, 
-or of wrath, or ofjhrife, or offeditions, or of 
^berefes, or of envy, or of murder, or of re- 
tellings , or of fucb things, of any fuch fin, 
of any of the works qf the fiejb, Jhall in- 
herit the kingdom of God (c). Mark the 
words of the Apoftle. He does not fay 
that the man who is guilty of all thefe fins, 
or the man who is guilty of moft of thefe 
fins, or the man who is guilty of feveral of 

{c) i Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19— %u 

Q^4 thefe 
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thefe fins> fhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God, He exprefsly affirms that the man % 
who is guiky : of any one ;of thefe fu\s 

ihall not inherit the kingdom -of God. 
Not but that perfons who liave lived in 
One or even-in many, of thefe enormities 
fcjay yet be favech Repentance is offered 

►tothem by their Redeemer : and if, turning 
to the grace which is fet before them, they 

. triply repent, and continue ftedfaft in- hol*- 
nefs,they fhall obtain eternal life. Let the 
picked man forfake bis tpay^ and the un- 
righteous man bis thoughts ; and let bim turn 
unto the Ldrdyfor He will have mercy upon 
bim ; and tint p our God, for be will abunr 
fantly pardbn. Then however long they 
Wd walked; however deeply they had funk, 

-even in the worft of the enorcnities^ecemly 
enumerated by St Papl ; yet. now, like his 

.penitent ..Corinthians' who formerly were 

flichy they (ire wafhed y they are fan&ified, 
they are jtifiified in the name of the l/ird 
Jefus and by the Spiyt of our God (d)* But 

•jf a man refolutely perfifts in any ope qf 

•.his fmful ways, afluredly he fhall perifh. 
Why ? Becaufe, defpiliqg the firft and great 
cofrjmandment, he loves not God with all 
llis heart. Becaufe his heart is not right 

. {J) 2 Cor. vi. 11, ^ 

with 
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with God. t In <fome* r<efpeifts h$ obey* 
Gpd : but v in ot>e poin^ l\e yr}\\ not obey 
hhn* • A& though by keeping fojne .of the 
commandments he could purchafe a.ttceafe 
to break others ! As though* by withhold- 
jag fubmiffiop from God Vith* regard W 
Qq$ v branch of. his law, h$ did not cjenyhi* 
uniyerfpl Sovereignty !. As though. by pern 
fcv.epng in one favourite fin he d id. not 
lfciev\[ his love for that fin to he greater than 
for pod! As, though by obftinately pre- 
ferring bis o^n will to the precepts of the 
Qofpel he, did not prove that he was^bent 
on living unto himfel£ not unto Chrift J 
Jefus Chrift gave bimfelf^Jbr us, that he 
plight redeem us from (ill iniquity. . If there 
be any iniquity whatever which we will 
riot renounce for the fake of Chrift ; we; 
Cfjnnot he his difciples, we are not par- 
takers of his redemption. 

If the rule then, my brethren, which 
the Apoftle delivers, in the text, be in itfelf 
completely reafonable ; if it be conformable 
to the principles of equity by which you 
daily decide concerning men ; if it be not 
peculiar to St. James, but upheld by the 
uniform tenor of the word of God : receive 
it as an infallible criterion of your fpirituaj. 
profpedls. Try by this ftandard the grounds 

of 



334 ® n &* NeceJJity of 

of your hope that you are in a ftate of fak 
yation. Fix not your thoughts on thofc 
portions of your conduit which you eftecm 
the faireft. Look alfo to the duties which 
you ncgle&, to the trafcfgreflionfc in which 
f yoi* wilfully indulge. $ay not ; u I know 
i**. that I reverence God, becaufe I do many 
4C things for his fake." Aft yourfelf whe- 
ther it be your defire, and your aim, to do 
all things for his fake. If there beany 
practice which you pertinacioufly hold fftft 
in oppofition to his revealed will ; you 
deny his authority, you reverence him not. 
Say not ; u Iam confident that I am re- 
" ligious and fhall inherit the kingdom of 
" Chrift ; becaufe I am not unchafte, nor a 
4i thief, nor a drunkard, nor a reveller, nor 
" heretical, nor feditious." Examine whe- 
ther you are not coverous. If you are pure 
from covetoufnefs ; fearch whether you are 
not addidted to envy. If neither covetous 
nor envious ; are you not a reviler ? If 
clear from thefe fins ; do not you cherifh 
hatred ? Proceed in this method through 
that catalogue of fins which St. Paul has 
difplayed before you : from that catalogue 
purfue your enquiry through the other 
heads of offences, to which by his con- 
cluding-general expreffion he refers you : 

and 
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*nd kfctfti whether there be not fome one 
- fcabittfel fin, which you bbftinately cheriflh, 
'If that be the cafe; believe the word of 
"Cod, believe the folemft and rep&ated de- 
-■ darations of the Holy Ghoft, that this very 
f ifiti, uhlefs through the divine grace, which 
frwaiw your prayers, it be abandoned, will 
caft you into hell. Hear St. James il- 
lustrating by a fjSecific example, the import 
- of his doftrine. If any man among youfeem 
~fti be religious > and bridle fb not his tongue, 
but deceiyetb his own heart ; that mans re- 
ligion is vain. The man who bridleth not 
his tongue, however religious he may in 
other refpe&s appear, is not religious : he 
may perfuade himfelf that he is religious, 
"but he deceiveth his own heart : his reli- 
gion may be outwardly fpecious and im- 
poiing, but it is not religion ; it is a hollow, 
empty, unfubftantial appearance, a vain, de- 
lufive, unprofitable fliadow. His unbridled 
tongue fhall be his deftru&ion. Shall his 
Unbridled tongue deftroy his foul, even 
tliough in many points he ads in con- 
formity to the precepts of religion? AC- 
Curedly. By refuting to curb his tongue 
Vie proves that very conformity not to flow 
^rom religion. Were his obedience in other 
^points genuine, it would. nQ{* be limited to 

thepi. 
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them. He is not religious: tlierpfo re he 
juftly perifhes. In the? place, 6f an un- 
bridled tongue fubftitute the fin which you 
retain, and apply this reafoninjg to yourfelf. 
Deceive not your own heart. Beware left 
you only ftem to be religious. Beware left 
your religion be vaim lfyoup~refef any bri£ 

. iinful habit to the command of: God;" you 
$xe not his fervant. If you fufler any o'ffe 
fmful habit to (land between you and hea^' 
ven ; you defer ve to forfeitheaven. Yoa 
cortfefs that God has authority to forbid- 
every fin*-.' • You confefs that he has for- 
bidden every fin. You hear his "voice itt' 
the Scriptures, His warnings are 'Urged 
upon you by v his minifters. Yoir are fatif- 
fied that you can obtain falvation in n6' 
other path than that which he has traced. 
You - are fully apprifed that, unlefs you la- 
bour to obey Him in all things, the feverity* 
of his wrath will abide upon you. With' 
this convi&ion to awaken your confcience, 
do you fay unto the Mod High ; " Thefe 
" things will 1 do for Thee ; but this I will 

". " not do for Thy fake! Thus far I will 
" obey Thee; but here I will he mafter ?'* 
Do you fpeak thus, and prefume to affirm 
that you pay refpeft to the fovereignty of 
the Almighty ? Dq you ad in this fpirit, 

and 
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and hope to be accepted by Him ? Is this 
to love holinefs? Is thi& to feek firft the 
kingdom of God and his righteoufnds ? 
Is this to mortify your corruptions, and to 
live unto Chrift who died for you ? A good 
man maybe overcome by a fudden tempta- 
tion : but he will be humbled in forrow to 
the duft, and will be led by remorfe to 
encreafed earneftnefs .in . watchfulnefs and 
prayer. He who has not been fully in- 
ftrudfced may long remain in blindnefs and 
guilt: yet let his heart become turned- 
UQto God,. and the eyes of his underftand-* 
ing be opeaed ; and he will abhor himfelf 
and repent. But the man who, with an 
unclouded knowledge of- his duty, refufes 
to aim at univerfal holinefe, and perfifts in 
the referred indulgence of fome i,inchriftian 
temper or pra&ice j be that temper or prac- 
tice what it may, /ball find its fruit to be 
everl^ftiag condemnation. 



i •,«*■: 



SERMON XII. 
On Sins of the Tongue* 



Psalm cxli. 3* 

Set a ivatcby Lord! before my fnbuthi . 
keep Ibe door of my lips. 

\ 

9 •' 

" \^ORBS " exclaim the iricohftderate* 
"are empty ait* j formlefs fhaddws£ 
" tranfient pi&ures of the inclination of ttw? * 
" moment. Even when moft repr^fhen-^ 
" fifele; we have intended little by tfienif 
" They were the offspring tff - fiirprifei'* 
" They v were faults, if faults, which dteif! 
<c m their birth. The wind carried th6h£ : 
u away and they Were forgotten. God" 
" hroks ta fubftarttial deeds. We (half b£ f 
" recompenfed ac'cotffitfg 'to'otff wdvis.^ lii " 
iJeath and life, replies the toice of cthe. 
Moft High, are in the power of^the tongue. 
ByJky. words thou Jhalt bsjujlified} and by 

thy 
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thy words thou Jhalt be condemned. For every 

idksmrd that men Jhall fpeak thty Jhail give 

account In the day of judgement. If any man 

feetn to be religious, and bridleth not his 

tongue; that mans religion is vain [a). 

The tongue is the great inciter to fin. It 

is the hand • that executes: but it is the 

tongue that perfuades. The tongue gives, 

vent to the heart. Out of the abundance of 

tbc heart the mouth fpeaketh {b). There is 

no evil thought, which the tongue may 

not be the inftrumeht of embodying in 

T*rords : no finful purpofe, which it may 

xi ot be employed to encourage or to re- 

|virefs. - 

I propofe to explain the nature of fome 

of th£ principal finjs of the tongue. Obr 

attention (hall firft be .directed to. thofe 

vv^liich, when compared with others, appear 

tl^e lighted; and fubfequently to tljpfe 

^^hich. are the moft. heiaous. Let me re- 

^indyou however, that for any fin, however 

*§3?t jt may appear, nothing but the blood 

°f^ C&rift can, atone ; and that in propor- 

^Ofl mb fins apjpear comparatively light, they 

^ill ptobably be the more frequently }*- 

C^) Protr. tvYiil 21. Matth. xli. $&> 37. Junes* '• 16* 

■" ■ -- ' pcated, 
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peated, and repeated without being folfoxfced 
by repentance. 

I. Let us advert to thofe offences df tfrt 
tongue, which maybe comprehended Uii* 
der St. PaulV expr€8lon,fobfi/b tatting {e). 

To this defcription belongs all levity of* 
difcourfe upon folemri Or weighty fubje#&* 
Some perforis are fo indifpfcfed to fobrtety 
of thought, and have fo long actuftbrited- 
themfelvcs to regard fefiouftrefs a6 border* 
itig wpdn ftupidity or 1 gloom ; that ' tW- 
gVaveft concerns lofe in their coftVelrfatidii* 
every fymptom of importance. Whatever 
be the topic under difcuffion, a flippancy 
of manner which they interpret to them-' 
. felves afc gaiety, and a pertnefs of language 
which they fuppofe to be wit, are irttfik 
criminately exhibited. The wifeft reflec- 
tions are encountered witb unmeaning' 
laughter: and conclufions of the 'higheft— 
moment are repelled by a paltry effort at i~Z 
jcft. Of another clafs, more tltitrierOi%z_ 
arid, if it be poflible, equally though tf«fa>— 
the converfation is altogether and umfcfrmly 
idle. Day after day, at home and abroad* — 
you hear nothing drop from their lips which:-' 

mail* 



fttfiftfc a cuktoted ttntid, <ft"*defi*e *f 
iettttl Unprovement. Everf 4hfag< is tri- 
tog* In the nrattkude of wo?ds,for fuoh 
trfoos -ufoaHy are Hiccflant trikers* you 
itite^er nothing but emptto^'W^ {jfctljr* 
fot only arc all i*eligibil8 enquiries ktid db- 
WatSeris *xchhfcdi;*<but all d&firifitkrts 
Adtbg to the enlargement attdteotAtnifffi- 
ttton of knowledge are difcouraged at 
iH 9 ifnot defp&ed. Now though retfoa 
tf religion are ^tty imperfe&ty <u*der~ 
d$d, when they are conceived to difoooft- 
toaiiee innocent pleafantry, add cheerful 
taxation in focial Cpnverfe ; and- though 
*4kould-be admitted that neither of the 
vo fees of perfons- which have been de- 
xibed, are guilty of intentional criminality 
I Jtieit- cuftdmary mode of^difcourfe : yet 
tfclyit -deferve6 the cpnfideration of every 
tan whether fpeech, one ef the moft emi-* 
imt> gifts of God, ought not to be cm- 
k>yed to the glory of the Giver .and the 
pod of mankind j and whether the glory 
£$od and the good of mankind arc pro- 
ofed, biyfiolijh talking. Does it conduce 
*lfce glory of God that, while the a&iobs 
I ymr fellow-creatures dwell on your 
mgue, and form the theme of your praife j 
lere fhould be no mention of His power, 
* Vol. II- R of 
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-6£&i^:to^ prarf- 

r tlerice, o£ His great atflf wonderful vfcrfes ? 

'- Does it contVilmte to your own beneijitttpd 

to the. welfare §f Others that, while- -the 

-petty concerns of the psefent life mtrafl^n- 

^wearipd attention; all reference to^the |n- 

tertfts of eternity fhouM be chafed away 

' %y4evjty, or extinguished by filencf&r*fcat 

^<lifcourfe to be entertaining, mwft gmrd i 

agaio ft being inftruftivej and that mpth 

ilfelf fliould lofe the poweftof p^eofiqg.as 

- feonafe it begins to be rational ? TbciUpx of 
*4be vbife-di/perfe knowledge ibut tbe^hemt of 

4keJcpHJb' doetb ntf fo. The tongite rqftibe 
y wife ufetb knowledge aright: but th*<mmik> 
vfjbete poutttb out fooliflfotfs \d). - v , ■ . : 

\> ,- II.* Another clafs of fins of the 4ttngi*» 
• : included thofe which arife from Jopatifltic^ 
*■ and difcontent. ,i fc . 

- Of this defcription is Jiafty and peeivi^ 
language in common life. In fuchJaK? 

15 ua g e » am i m th e feelings which give bird 

to it, many perfons indulge themfelyea ito 

"\ a greater or a lefs extent, who appear, oo**- 

: . fcious of the guilt of violent temper*, a»d 

: are rarely, perhaps never, known to b^hur- 

-:-: ■:■• rie«= 



--fid hjtb the extreme ctfj^affion. Ifi fo- 
* *£ety tlwjir deporttocnt i*pla<44 ; their lan- 
^ffPitP that of mildness a&d felfrterom^ad. 
sdNeithfer are they a&ing ajparfc ,Qn die 
-nwfeole the (bate of their mia^.Qprrc^po^ds 
iat the time tathefr words and dwsanftur. 
v^The flight degWe of reftraint fyWfck^he 
?£J§re&nce* o£*k Jflniager, or of mty sp&jjon 
ixntifh iffhom they ar* not intimately) i|#c- 
^qaaiftced, impqfeSj prbifes fuffioienfc iqajpgr- 
i&cgptibiy to rcpref$ any tifiog emorf^of 
\a ilkhiunour, or to call forth the sxmjifcns 
r ' tweeffary to quell it;. But follow xhemtipto 
-^dQdacftw fcenes, and you no longer . con- 
5 template an uninterrupted calm., Noto- 
rious ftorm arifes : but tranfient clouds are 
continually obfcuring the funftxine. Any 
-$ttie incident which croffeathe inclinations, 

- ? o»y occurrence which difturbs the cuftom-* 
,ary order of family proceedings, pro-* 

-duces an exprefljon more or lefs tin&ured 
<Wrth anger. Trifling faults in the b?ha^ 
; viour of any other member of the houfe- 
hold excite ftronger fymptoms of irrita- 
bility- Scarcely has one petty fource of 
^vexation fpent itfelf, when it is fucceeded 
^•hy ibme new caufe of temporary difquiet. 
.The intervals of tranquillity are faddened 
-by ^c apptehefiliQn that fome trivial ch> 

- ■* ., R 2 cumftance* 
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'cumftance, unforefeen until the moment 
when It takeif place, wilTTpeedfly intervene 
to difturb the lerehity o£ thefcottr.. Thife 
domeftic comfort is perpetually invaded by 
little uneafinefles, little bickerings, little 
difagreements : and at length perhaps faffs 
a racrifice to the "muhiplicatiori of incon- 
fiderable wounds. Is this to be kindly af- 
fedH'ohed, tenderhearted, one towards an- 
other ? Is this to walk in lotfe ? Is this tt> 
ifrntate the ~gentlenefs of Chrijl t Who; art 
thou, who tihus takeft offence, if feme trifife 
interferes with thy wifhes of the moment? 
Who art th oil who weigheft in fuch fcra- 
jptilcitis fcales the looks and words of eV'eSy 
ittmatfc of thy abode? Doft thou expte& 
that all things frail be conduced, ffeataft 
thin^s'canT>e cdhduaed, itt bnif6F«k*'filtt- 
fervlence ' to "thy hutfidtW? Are n6' cttftl- 
pRances, no offices bf accomYnddktien,'fib 
facrifices to the cbftveriienc^and rtfitftfiiJlWe 
Sefires of .tthers, due froin thee ? H&flftiicfa 
fo'Httle fcgard for the feelings dfthofe titf- 
flef thy roof, as "continiiany to' harrift attil 
diftrefs them? Is the affeiftion of thy &- 
ihily of fo fmall V&lue in thinfe gy^thAt 
neeai^fefy and f6t obje&s >of 'to-ffibfafeAr 
thou hifzatBeft the diminution iff it? 3Lx*U 
rrfne thy bofom, that them : tt&y^ «tetf& 
• '"' a? "- v " - : '" ; ■•' '■ - the 
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pride and the felfifhnefs, by which it is ; 
ifted. Seek the grace of God : for only, 
divine grace can it be purified, 
kit fome men advance to bolder mani-. 
tfions of impatience and difcontent. 
: only is their fretfuln^fs querulous ve- 
lent and acrimonious in domeftic and in 
al life ; but, after tormenting man, it 
nks not from infulting God. They 
tne at his difpenfations : they murmur 
inft his Providence. If their plans fail 
fuccefs, the firft ftep is, whether with: 
on or without reafon, to transfer from 
nfelves to others the charge of negledt 
imprudent management. What is the 
jnd ? To complain that they never proff- 
like other men ; that numbers*, far lefe 
arving than themfelves, have better for-. 
s: that they have peculiar reafon ^a 
iplain of hard meafure at the hand of 
Kidence: in (hart, they approach |ui 
rly as they dare to the .blafphemons 
rtion, that the Ruler of the Uniyerfe is 
inoical and unjuft. What J fhatl nQt the 
rer of all good diftribute his bounties 
adding to his own pleafure ? To whom 
you Indebted for life and all its hlefc 
;s ? To whom do you owe thofe facuU 
of tiie underftanding with which yon 
R 3 are 
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aifd cfcdtfMtig Hard thoughts of Gd£ ;* fti«r 
Vriice ttfRfi wfciefrybu are'gmng-utteflmcfr 
to drfcdtitehted murmurs agsfttift- *Hi*»£ 
Ifavmg rec&ved fo much, is this ytititsgHfr 
tltttdfe, tb be indignant that you have lie* 
Gfetdhied mcfre ? Does not He** wh r o kftdW 
aft tfilfigs, difcern whether it is better that 
yoti fhould enjoy a greater or a left' pottiOB 
of his gifts ? Does not He difcerftWtaSCiii^ 
the acquifition which you now defire would 
forward or obftruft your falvalion ? Has 
not He pledged his unalterable w6ft$*hdt$ 
if you truly love him, all things (hall 'totlg 
end work together for your good t\*T$hea 
the Lord Jefus, vfrhofe fervant you iiffirA 
yotirfelf, faw that the foxes had holefc; flflfc 
the birds of the aif had ncfts, but fllat ift 
himfelf had not where to lay hifrfceftd* 
did he repine ? When, after a'faft offti&f- 
8iy s he fuffered hunger ; did HefccfcfcpfetfWl - 
&e refighed himfelf to the good 4 ^fefltfe - 
of his Father., He prayed that 1 notfhlsWftr" 
will;, but the Will of; his Father; uliglWIk- 
Hone. When affli&ed and apprttikft^lib 
opened riot his mouttt. \Evcii whe&^gg&f 
to the er6fs, : he was brought las' a kmhv^pa- 
tierrt and fiieht, tb the daughter? ^ftd'ar^ 



before her fhearers is dumb, fc he 
d not his m|ratV c %yoiipf6f& 4 to 
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!» the Aifctple of Chrift j follow &s fteps. 

K* in your daily fupplicatiooa,, you pray 

that Che will of God may b^ done ia 

earth as it is in heaven ; cheerfully 4cqub 

cfee in his will. Tai* £*?</ /a thy ways % 

ht*P thy mouth as it were with a bridle y t bat 

tfat4 Jin not. with thy tongue. The Lord js '. 

W>His holy temple : k let all the earth keefc 

Jfotxc before him {e). . , 

ii\ij-' •?, •>* .... • . ... 

&III. Let us now confider thofe traijif? 

graffiOB3 of the lips, whicjj. ipz&y kg f$? 

^Hfdeda^the of&prjng of contention. . . : 

nsJteye angry \ a^fin* not. . If, anger, over- 

fekfe yoU| V beware of fin*, Sinjs U)? ^fujj 

jjoofequeace xif a«ger ; »af arap^g t^,%J| 

||0& which arife from aqg$r#rc fins of tl^ 

tppgvc* The irritate, ro^ad unbyf then^ 

^*lf in paflionata language. ,-^At fifft, pw- 

$pp4 r the exprcffion$ ju-^K^X^MP? meafuiy 

^,IBadeiation ;, an4ttWangry h mai^ at^ 

tW? tim ? *w$fn hft jU * efend%^pd;^ 

jl^ii^srate;^^ hlm^ 

i^lf<UT his4upp0|eci fcipf^cgL. Bu(/^ 

^er^jjqrefwek&i $*&n^^$$FA$ . 
&wffle£*wtfrkf)** \t 9»^X«J few 

4*) ?fite *wi* x - Hab. ii. 20. U) Prov. *vii. 14; 

-■ -i:r -Ttiihyf 1: "vr^: 'ft t^i ton?™ 
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up the floodgaffifi ; • you. know A0t t*^-jfu^ 
rk)i»aitorrcntwm?y: niih fo*th, iW ibovff 
wide and dcftro^we way-be us r*«agft, 
BOxM* fmh the Scripture, illuftf ating by 
another image the progrefiive violence :«>f 
contention j tiejtoid how great a f»aitfr + 
Iktlejir* kindletb! Skctongutix oJSr* % an4 
Jhtfttb ofrj6re>tbe couffk of mturt; and k it* 
felffet on fire of bell (g). When the haft 
glows with refentment, heat and vehemence 
of faftguage betray the inward flame. Tfccq 
fallow eager accufations, opprobrious, ie* 
flediioite, malicious iniinuations, fjutdkfr 

• upbraiding^, ftieers and taunts and Ar- ~ 
oaftfts attd revilings. Tfa beginning *f>£k& 
<toord$ of bii mouth is foolijbnefs > mfath* 
end of bis tali is mijebievous madtajs (<fy 

v The foAgtie of rage blazes fiercer and fiercer^ 
and abftains from no injury towards man tar 
towards God. Is this to be the difciplejof 
the*meek ! ahd holy Jefins ? Is thi&toTtmw 
fite Him who, urhen he was reviled, nsH 
Tiled ricfrt again ; «rhen he fufici5ed r )thresD^ 
etied *m j when he wa& unjuftly fatittofi* 
tfalftify replied % If I have done evii,l imp 
Wtnefioftbc evil: but if well* toby :J**bdfi 
ih&i me\i) ? T#hen he wfe&nattoftothfec^ty 

(g). Joints, m 5, 6. ./ \\h) .££&«.*& 
(f) Jphn, xviii. 23, 

prayed 



^)«**Dlohig*murde^frsi ancLfuggefted bar 
Mfc >prtfyer -the ortly pfefifr whicb*it)uld b© 
*»Sg»Mnv *xfeh1I*tk>i* bf -thd* gwk ?! «It 
AlsW ¥«ftember ■ the 'petition* firknited -* by 
Huftpfor your daily * devotions y that God 
tr Ould ft) forgive your trefpafles, asyou fo** 
give thfcm wfro trdpafs agaittft you? ?' *H 
this i to- 1 obey his folema commands Biefi 
timm\tbM curfe you ; pray" for tbem which 
(fyf***f*tt) < ufe you <tnd perftcutc yd* {&) i \% 
thiei to give credit to his awful declaration ; 
P&bo/i&Oer Jhall fay to bis brother, Raca) 
wWbever (hall . malignantly addrefs an- 
Glhter'even with a flight term of reproach* 

^/baii be in danger of the council; and ivbcfo- 
4C^tr)/bullfay i Tboufoof, jball be in danger 

*fbelbfire (I)? Is this to believe his re* 
aaewed warning by the mouth of St. Paul 5 
P* not deceived; rentiers Jball not inherit 
fbc kingdom of God (m) ? T>o you attempt 
t«r rxciife y ourfelf by the abfurd apology 6* 
ffoquem on the lips of the paffionate ; that 
you fliould not have^ offended. with, your 
tongue, if you had not received provoca- 
tion I As though it would have been a 
ttoWe proof of feltdemal to have refrained 
from outrageous language- vrhetf there was 

(*$ Matthi v.44. (/) Ibid. «W ; i 

(f») lC6f f tfl. 9, 10. * ■ '' * - V 

r 3 no 
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no.: motive td^^ckc k J- a A&tboygfr; it 
Mteoldihave beeiv a figuaK (teftjm^ay <<?§ 
obedience to God* tg h|,ve ^r^iiMfi fi^^ 
finning when these : was no -fenjptatiofi t% 
oflfend ! Why 4oes thg Almighty pengjg 
provocations : to aflail thee, but to provq 
thee, to know what i^ia thine heart, whe 7i 
ther thou wilt keep his eomirundmeftte qr, 
lip ; whether thou wilt obey the headlong 
3*npul/e of wrath J or ftnive tjaroaghth^ 
grace of thy God, and for thq fake of j>Jea& 
ing Hiui, .|q remain unmoved ? How <$ , 
obedience .to be «xerciied» but by tri*l$2 
When i$ it to be manifefted^ but; in tbs 
kour of trial ? . 1ft every jnfin^my beloved 
brethren^ befwift to bear^Jkw tofpcak % Jlo%& 
tQ nbratk: for tbe v wrath, of .man worbetk 
not tpe right eoufnpfs <fGod.< I befeecb yo# 
that ye walk, worthy of the vocation where* 
ymtih ye are called \ with all Iqwlinefs #nd 
ttmknefsy with longfuffering ; forbearing 
one another in love; endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the Jm*d of 
peact{x)* •■.,* •■ ,- ;»-^. 

. JLy. I proceed, l(y thofe , fi^V^t the 
tongue which owe their origin to vanity 
and pride. „ .' ■■*■■.] •%.) 

v i- Thefe 
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•" T&te£hs may %e ^ckW^reStenied Glider, 

&e ttt^-bdaftfiilfteft, • Tbe <boaftful ma* 

i^S*e€lr^f Mmfelty aftd:feeketh his6wtt 

|R)iytf-^HIft Heart fa lifted up -, his aaoutlir 

titfefetli proud things : he givdth dot tfi» 

hondiir urtto God: he" vauntethhiittftlf 

agaifift the Moft High. WhefA he m*dl^ 

fcfte* an important undertaking*,- he fi^* to©$ 

#kh the Apoftle ; If the Lord will; IJhM 

• J& this or that. His language is that \i?h|d* 

Ac Sfcripture reprobates ; To-morroW ImM. 

£b ihto fuch a city> and flay there a year} 

ihdbiiy and fell, and get gdin (o): Whe£ 

life ehterprifes profper, he remembers not 

^b#t it is the Ldrd i*ho giveth him powe* 

W "^-wealth. He exJaims with Nebuchad* 

ftez^ar : Is mot this great Babylon that Ibavt 

Wilt? With the kihg of Affyria; By my 

aiJUom I have done It y. far I am prudent i 

With ih£ vaunting Ifraelite, Myftwb6ry*n& 

t&^tejght of my arm^ hath gotten i#t this 

health {p\ If he talks of religtoii, it is te 

lay Mlfis «tfghbouf ; $tand6y(hyjelf: l c(fm 

*zot near to me : for lam holier than thoU^^f 

Mbank God f hat I am not as other men are. 

^famJtichand mci'eajei with fpiritual goods ; 

"<■ * ■"<•' / ' :. '.<.'•• '.:?* 3'v: .'"■'iw ^i-^;:.^ v 
(*) James, \v. 13. ij. -«bh | bru 
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dnd have need of nothing [q). ^ If he meet? 
with oppofition, he cries out with the oyer-* 
bearing boafter defcribed by the Pfalmift :• 
With my tongue will I prevail ; my lips are 
my own. Who is lord over me (r) ? Even 
health and bodily ftrength and a&ivity are 
with him the fubjedts of vain-glory, as 
though he had conferred them upon him* 
himfelf, Not unfrequently wickednefe it- 
felf becomes his boaft. He openly triumphs 
in the violence with which he has borne 
down an opponent ; in the cunning with, 
which he has overreached a competitor ;, 
in the revenge which he has exercifed 
againft a perfon who has offended him ; in 
being mighty to drink wine % and a man of 
Jtrengtb to mingle Jlrong drink (s). Soli-* 
citous in every circumftance of life to mag-, 
nify hhnfelf, he fpeaks cantemptUQufly and 
degradingly of others : and the more con«p 
temptuoufly and degradingly in proportion, 
.as he apprehends that they n*ay be advanr 
tageoufly compared with him, or may ftand 
in the way of his enterprifes and projects. 
This is he who feeketh honour from men* 
not the honour which coqietlj only feenj 

(q) ifaiah,.tev. 5. Luke, xviii. 4j. Rev. in- 17V 
{r^pi-ai,.* ,(x)If.v.|2. • , ^;_j 

God. 
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-God; This 4s he who perceiyeth not that 

•before honour is humility This is he who 

knfeweth not "that* every ~bn6 who ^xaltStfe 

himfelf fhall be abafedV^'l^!sti : W;wirb 

knoweth not that in each of thfc catalogues ' 

M grievous finners recorded by St. Paul £s 

dBje&s of divine vengeance, bbaftets* ha^We 

aplaee. Does the boafter call himfelf ; Si 

difciple and imitator of the Lord Jefinr? 

Xhme and learn ofme^ faid Ghrift : forlatn 

*me% and lowly in heart. He did riot found 

a: trumpet 'before him; nor caufe his voice 

to be heard in the ftreelt. Though COfri- 

tniffioned to difplay his miraculous power 

ih public as one of the proofs that he was 

thfe predidked Saviour, he delightdd to find 

occafions df exerting it in private ■! he re T 

peatedly enjoined the concealment of his 

/mighty deeds: he ftudioufly transferred 

the-ebtire praife of his works from himfelf 

to his Father : he commanded the fetor 

witnefles, tohom he permitted to behold his 

transfiguYiation, to make no mention of 

that difplay of glory until after his deathu 

Seeft (hou a man wife in bis own coHfiift? 

There is more hope of a fool than of bun. 

Brethren; in honour prefer one another. Be 

courteous in word and deed. Let another 

- man praife thee, and not thine awn mouth : 

a f ranger 9 



*Jbangefi and not thirii vwiiTtptl ?£#£*** 
thing be don* through JirifcW tfdth §t&y: 
hit in lowlinefs tfmirid let each $&& titer's 
.better than himfelf{t). . 7» ^ - 

Many other offences of "the f6dgm?'%t?- 

* quire to be noticed: and will fornij ifrith 
the permiflkm of God, the- ft*5e& ef r a 
fiittire difoburfe. The number, ^ht^feWr, 

* and themagnitiide 6f thofe which fcaVetifeeti 
1 nrtfefti gated are fufficiefit* to awe th£%Sftw 

Ids into refle&ion. Where noWj ye 3 fh- 
*'■ : <50nfiderate, are •" your delations I ^ Are 

* itfbrds empty air? Are (iifeof the^ofigne 
like the jiath of an arrow thifciigft a cldud, 
wSdifcferned , undifcoverable, 1 fofcgottferi ?• If 
x ct boot of remembrance it ; 4&rifteri fkfdt^ God 
for them that fear the Lord > md fpeak 6fien 

* ofie to another: is there no bbokof remem- 
brance for them who employ riot his *gift 

■ bf fpeech to hrs glory ?' If 'the Lord hear- 
tens and bears , when men glorify Him in 
the ufe of His gift : if He proclaims, They 
Jhail be mine ; and I will fpare tbern\ as a 
. marifpareth his own Jon tbatfervetb him (u) •• 
fhall he not hearken and hear, fhall he 
not avenge and deftroy, when thef tongue 

(*) Prov.xxvi. 12. xxvii. ** ,lE&iiu8. PWJpp.ii.3, 
(v) Mai. Hi. 1 6, 17. 

14 kbwir* 
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, labours in the fervice of fin ? In that fg> 

- v$C*> JtoJ brethren, how Jong have ©ur 
-tongues wearied themfelves ! How lk^Ie 
in the application of fpeech have |we imi- 
tated our Lord; bis prudence, his pa- 
tience, his calmnefs, his lowttnefs.. By 

. fQolUh talking, by fretful and impatient 

Japguage, by ftrife, by boafting, by onepr 

r by all of thefe fv&&* fepw often has every 

, qne of us tranfgrefled ! In proportion as 

we have refembled any of the pi&ures 
, which have been drawn, fuch has been 

-our guUt* XH> we deem tfiq difpenfation 
t unreaibnablei tb*t words,, no lefs than 

a&ions, ihall be grounds of punUhment ? 

- rThcy rtft on the fame bafis. They are in 

- nature effentially the fame. Words and 
^aftions: are equally iigns : figns of the ftate 

; , x£ the hearti . The word, the deed, the 
_ : meditated purpofe, fpeak the fanje lan- 
guage in the ear of the Moft Higlu 
Alike they reveal the governing principle 
.of the foul. Alike they teftify the fa& 
which decides our doom: that we are 
.fervants of God ; or that we are fervants 
of the devil. , 






SERMON XIIIv 

On Sins of the Tongue; > ;i. 



Psalm cxli. 3. 

Sir/ a watch, Lord! before my mottth: 
keep the door of my lips. 

T N' tlie preceding difcourfe I reprefented 
** to you the nature and cooiecfuencek of 
various fins of the tongue. Let me now 
•profecute my defigii of warning you againft 
additional offences equally comprehended 
within the fcope of the text. 

V. The offence to which I (hall m the. 
next place refer is cenforioufoefs. 

It is not cenforioufoefs to affirm fin lb 
be fin : to paint its heinoufneft in its true 
colours : to proclaim the tremendous 
judgements which hang otrer the heads oF 
the impenitent. To palliate guilt as though 

it- 
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ft .. ESSl- <?£ tdyiaLcancemi. to ^eroiataafce 
Various kinds of wicked nefs by thofe light 
appellations, which fafhioh moft irrelU 
gioufly applies to - them : to hill (the tranf- 
greflbr into fecurity by obfcuring or ex- 
plaining away, the fcriptural limitations of 
the divine mercy ; by defcribing the pu- 
nifhments referved' for the ungodly as left 
awful in their nature and duration thai* 
the plain import of the Word of God pro- 
nounces them to be; or -by maintaining a 
cowardly and unchriftian filence, when 
duty requires ydu to proteft, to admonifli, l 
to alarm: to a& thiis is to "prove ypurfelf 
little acquainted with the Gefpel of£!hrifly 
a* little difpofed to imbibe the fpirit of a, 
Chriftian ; little folicitous for the glory of 
^qiir Lord, and, for the falvation <*f yfcur 
=> wnXoul, and of the foul of your neighbour, 
Neither is it alway cenforioufnefs to make 
^nowrx the faults, of another. Not only 
"■^ ay public juftice require you to uphold 
^ie iriterefts of fociety by bearing a faithful 
^ftimony againft crimes ; but your duty to 
^oiir family and to your friends, and your 
S^rieral obligation to fupply feafonable 
-ouilfel to the unwary, may demand that 
you (hould reveal, in the fpirit of truth 
ind /meeknefs, the actual mifcondu£t of 
•Tol..1I. S indivi- 
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individuals : and that you fhoirfd point otrf f 
According to your deliberate view of their 
charaftett, fuch of their flifpofitions, lia- 
bits and purpofes as, in your apprehettfion, 
would prove, were you to remain filent, 
inifchiefvous and enfnaring. But when 
you publifh the faults of others unnecefla- 
rily ; when you enlarge upon them to a 
tieedlefs length ; when you devdope them 
with unwarranted vehemence j when you 
knowingly omit any true or probable f ctr- 
cumftance tending to diminiOx their magni- 
tude r in each of thefe cafes you are cen-* 

• forious. -In other words, cenforioufneife \* 
£0 to dlfcourfe concerning the offences of 
another as to tranfgrefs agairift charity. 
Some perfons are cenforiotre through Care- 
leffnefs ; fome through felfifhnefs ; fome 
through anger; fome through nwdicevfome 
through envy. According to the difference 
of the fources from which cqnfcrioufoefs 

*" Iprihgs, its guilt is more or lefs flagrante 
But even when it arifes from careleflbefs r 
<Ieem it not a trifling fin. You are nog 

" carelefs concerning your own character, 
your own welfare. Are you not to love 
your neighbour as yourfelfl iTpu fefeJ 
pained and injured,, if your own failings 

4 are inadvertently made th€ fobje® of h$ed- 
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le& obfervation. Why do you caufe needlefe 
pain and injury to your neighbpur ? Re- 
jftetft how oppofite is cenforioufnefs > from 
^whatever fource it may proceed, to the 
precepts of Jefus Ghrift. Judge zt>t, thfif 
ye be not judged. . Why beholde/l thou the 
mote that is in thy brother s eye ; but confdenjt 
not the beam that is in thine own eye {a)} 
.jRefledt how contrary it is to his example. 
^Eiow pure was his convetfation from h^rfy 
refle£fcio$S on the prejudices, the timidity, 
the cold and wavering faith of his follow- 
,cr3 : and from needlefs feverity in noticing 
^he obdurate blindnefs, the unconquerable 
malice, and the murderous defigns of his 
enemies. Brethren, be ye followers ofGod, 
fis rfear children^ and walk in love^ as Chrifi 
Jhath loved us. Conjider yourfelves^ lejl ye 
<rf/p be tempted [6). 

VI. .Let us now direft our thoughts to 
t^iofe fins of the lips, which originate in a 
Jbufy and meddling fpirit. 

From this temper is derived a loquacious 
interference in the concerns of other men# 
The people of Athens, when St. Paul was 
ja their city, fpent their time in nothing elfe 

..(«) Matth. vii. i. 3. (J) Eph. v. f, a. Gal. vi. *• 

' ' " Sa but 
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: but either to tell or to hear fome new thing* 
Many Chriftians feem by their condudfc to 
be defcendents of thefe Athenians. Im- 
pelled by cuftofity, they fearch out every 
petty tranfa£tion of the neighbourhood; 
fift it again and again to the very bottom ; 
and treafure up in their memories, in fuch 
tnattters too faithful, each particle of in- 
telligence which they have colledted. They ■ ^ 
pry into the interior of families; worm 1^ 
wit every incident of the day ; make them- 
felves matters of every change in the dc- 
meftic arrangement; and difcover every 
proje&ed plan of alteration almoft as foor — v 
as it is formed, often before it has beeiMft 
digested, by the perfon who devifed i^^_t. 
The ftore of news which they have th ir- m\ $ 
acquired vanity and felf-importance ur^^ggc 
them to communicate. Hence from buf^5Ef- 
bodies they advance to be talebearers. Th ^^?ey 
wander from boitfe to houfe^ being tatlc^^ers 
'alfo, [peaking Ihofe things which they ong^^^ghi 
not \c). Wherever they wander, th** ^ney 
fpread mifcliief. They encourage idlene£fc r/s; 
they infiame inquifitivenefs ; they betr -*'ay 
fecrets ; they excite quarrels ; they pi^r ro- 
fong diflenfions. Hear with what accura^racy 

(c) i Tim. v- 13. 

th»fey 
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they, are chara£terifed in the Scriptures. 
Aferpent will bite ; and a babbler is no bet-* 
ter. The words of a talebearer are wounds. 
A talebearer revealethfecrets. He that re- 
peateth a matter feparateth very friends. 
Where no wood is 9 the fire goeth out : Jo, . 
where there is no talebearer , the Jlrife ceaf- 
etb {d). Hear the pofitive commands of 
. God. Thoujhalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people. Let none of 
you fujfer as a bufy-body in other mens, 
matters. Study to be quiet , and do your own 
bujinefs {£). The* coaftant object o£Jefus 
Chrift was to be employed about that great 
T>ufinefs for which his Father had fent hin\ 
into the world. Let it be your conftant 
obje£t to attend to that momentous con- 
cern, for which our Father who is in 
h«aven hath fent you into the world. Re- 
peat not the proceedings or the purpofes 
of your neighbour, except infuch a manner 
as may tend Jo edification. The Lord 
hateth him that fowetb difcord among bre* 
thr&i. . For every idle word that 'men Jh all 
jpeak they Jhall give account in the day of 
judgement {f). 

r 

{</) Eccl. x 11. Prov. xi. 13. xvii. 9. xviii. 18. xxvi.2a, 
<*) Lfc*. *ix. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 15. 1 Theff. iv. ix. 
%f) Prgy, vi. 16— 19: Matbh. xii. 36. 

I /"'"~ S3 VII. We 
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tfll. We are now to confide* tKoft 
offences, Which fall under the general d£* 
ferrptibh of deceit. 

Q)i thefe the m6il pfomiheirt h dpeh 
felfehbod. It is by the bahds of rtuth that 
fociety is held together. It H in finefcftty* 
£nd truth that we are to ferv6 God. The 
Mir deftroys the foundation of all confidence 
Whether in the public dealings of men: otie 
itfith Another, or in the rettirefrnent of do- 
ineffic life. The evils Which the violation 
6f truth produces are fo m^nifeft $ the dik 
ficulty of guarding againft its effects ist 
to great j apid men* with whatever indiffer-* 
incfe they bfehbld their neighbour's frti as. 
committed againft God, are fo quick tp. 
fcohdemn it when prejudicial to, thethftlvts 5 
that he who is notorioufly guilty of lying" 
Js held in general abhorrence : afad evert 
thofe who abandon themfelves to other 
branches of wickednefs, and fcarcely prfe4 
tend to pay regard to religion, are folicfc 
touS to maintain a phara&er for veracity, 
$nd refent the imputation of £ lie dfc the 
grofleft of injuries. But the opinions of 
men concerning offencea $gaibft mfett ire 
of little importance, when compared with 
the eftimation in which breaches of the, 
divinQ law are viewed by Almighty God, 

Qo4 
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%key are chara£terifed in the Scriptures. 
^iferpent will bite ; and a babbler is no bet-* 
ter. The words of a talebearer are wounds. 
A talebearer revealethfecrets. He that re- 
peateth a matter feparateth very friends. 
Where no wood //, the fire goeth out : Jb f . 
where there is no talebearer , the Jlrife ceaf- 
eth {d). Hear the pofitive commands of 
. God. Thoujhalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people. Let none of 
you fujfer as a bufy-body in other mens 
matters. Study to be quiet, and do your own 
bufinefs {e). The* conftant objed oCJefus 
Chrift was to be employed about that great 
bufinefs for which his Father had fent hin\ 
into the world. Let it be your conftant 
object to attend to that momentous con- 
cern, for which our Father who is in 
hsaven hath fent you into the world. Re- 
peat not the proceedings or the purpofea 
of your neighbour, except infuch a manner 
as may tend Jo edification. The Lord 
hateth him that foweth difcord among bre- 
thren. . For every idle word that men Jh all 
/peak they Jhall give accoimt in the day of 
judgement (f). 

{J) Eccl. x 11. Prov. xi. 13. xvii. 9. xviii. 18. xxvi. 2a, 
(e) Leu. *ix. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 15. 1 Theff. iv. 11. " 
Hf) Prpy, vi. 16—19: Matbh. xii. 36. 

v - S3 VII. We 
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inay he be pronounced memorable for folly^ 
who remembereth not that the words of 
his lips are recorded againft the day of re* 
tribution. Do you wonder at the decla- 
rations of the Pfalmift, that wbofo privily 
Jlanderetb his neighbour Jhall be cut off.: that 
.if any man. would dwell in the prefenee of 
the Moft High, he muft be one who back- 
bit ttb not with his tongue , nor taketh up a 
reproach againft his neighbour (/) ? Is not 
the language of the New Teftament on fliis 
fubjedt in full agreement with that of the 
Old ? Does not St. Paul, in his Epiftle to 
the 1 Romans, name backbiters among the 
gireateft offenders ? Does not he exprefsly 
warn the Corinthians againft backbiting as 
a great offence ? Does not he pointedly 
(Exprefe both to Timothy and Titus the 
finfulriefs oifalfe accufers [k]? 

What were the engines of fin by which 
Twin was brought upon mankind? An 
; open falfehood, and a difguifed flander. 
..An open falfehood : for the devil unequivo- 
cally ayefr^d, jhat man fhould not die, 
- though ' ]ie fhould eat of the fruit of the 
* fprbiddei^tree. A difguifed flandfcr : for 

(i) Tf. ci. 5 xv. 3. (i) Rom. i. 30. 2 Cor. xii. 20. 
2. Tim. iii. 3. Titus, ii. 3 ♦ . 

the 
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God is a. God of truth. He require* truth 
in the inward parts, in the heart. Every 
.departure from truth he marks as a fin 
againft Himfelf. Ye /hall not deal falfely r 
nor lie> one to another: I am the Lord (g) r 
The falfehood, however, of » the lips fre- 
quently fhews itfelf in the form of flander. 
The obnoxious individual who could not 
be injured or deceived by an open breach 
of truth, may be overwhelmed by the ar- 
tifices of fecret calumny. Evil reports 
may be raifed and privately [diffufed con- 
cerning him: reports, which while their 
author lies concealed, may execute their 
office abroad in open day ; and haftening 
from lip to lip, from door to door, from 
•circle to circle, may undermine his good 
name, defeat his honed undertakings, blight 
his reafonable hopes, inflame his antient ad- 
verfaries, embody a new hoft of .foes*, and 
poifon the minds of his neareft friends with 
fufpicion and diftruft. Slander is but a 
more refined, and therefore more mifchie- 
vous, mode of Tying. Are you then fur- 
prifed at the decifion of the wife king : 
He that hideth hatred with lying lipf y and 
fa that uttereth ajlander^ is a fool {h) ? Well 

(#) J-ev. xix. xi, 12. {b) Prov? x. 18* 

S4 may 
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ingly reprefents them as n>ore virtuous, or 
more powerful, or more wife*, or more 
ufeful, or more valued, than he deems to 
|>e the fadt : approaches them with looks 
and geftures . of ftudied complatfance ; ad- 
drefles them with an affumed air of hu- 
mility, admiration, or attachment ; and 
hefitates not, for the fake of forwarding 
his own felfifh defigns, to fawn upon their 
humours, to encourage their prejudices, to 
affe& their opinions, to aggravate their 
refentments, to flander any objeft of their 
diflike, to panegyrize and Simulate their 
vices* He utters fmooth words to deceive. 
The words of his mouth will be fmootber 
than butter , when war is in his heart : his 
words will be fofter^ than oil, when they 
are intended to aft as drawn /words* He 
/peaks vanity with his neighbour : with flat- 
tering lips and with a double heart doth. he 
/peak. But his doom is already on record : 
Ml flattering lips the Lfirdfloall cut off {tri). 

My brethren: you affirm yourfelves to 
he the difciples of Chrift Jefus. Look 
then to your ffattern. He did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth* }£ 
you would love life, and fee gopd d#y$ } 

(m) Pf.xii. *, 3. 

refrain 
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rtfrain your tongue from evil, and your 
lips that they fpeak no guile. Of thofe 
who are defcribed in the book of Revela* 
lions as redeemed from among men, the , 
firft-fruits unto God and the Lamb, one 
chara&eriftic is, that in their mouth was 
found no guile. And in the fame porten- 
tous book the world is, repeatedly fore- 
warned that whofoever lovetb and maketh 
a tie, (hall not enter into the new Jenrfalem, 
the kingdom of the Lord Jefus. 

VII 1. Let me, in the next place, call 
upon you to unite in detefting all fins of 
the tongue which are violations of mo- 

♦defty. 

On a fubjefk fo difgufting I fhall not 
enlarge. But I muft folemnly deliver fo 
you the teftimony of the Scriptures againft 
every one who is guilty of fuch offences. 
Indecent converfatioii is ftigmatifed in Holy 
Writ by the name of filthinefs. Put off all 

filthy communication out of your mouth. Let 
not fltbihefs once be named among you (ft). 
There is indeed no fin which is more 

: bdiolis in its nature, more expreffive of a 
depraved and polluted heart* Let not 

(*) Coloff. iif. 8. Eph, v. $, 4. 

v> any 
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any one imagine that the offence is dimi r 
niflied-in the fight of God, when the licen- 
tipus meaning is obfcured by ambiguous 

- language, or lurks under diftant allufions. 
God looks into the bofom, and fees all its 
abominations, Chrift hath called you unto 
holinefs. You are required to be holy, as 
he was holy ; pure, as he was pure. A' 
jxue Chriftian will jjot only watch over 
his lips, that they may not inadvertently 

, overftep the bounds, of delicacy, nor ap- 
proach fo near to them as to be in danger 
■4>f trefpafjing ; but h$ will fhun and dif- 
countenance all difcourfe, which leads tp 
temptation. // is ajhamc y feith the Apoftle, 
to /peak of fuch things as are done in fecref 
by the wicked. No unclean perfon hatb 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift and 
of God (0). 

IX* I clofe the gloomy catalogue of fins of 
the tongue with one, which in prefumption 
exceeds, all others, profanenefs. 

This fin comprehends every irreverent 
expreffion concernipg the Deity, his attri-* 
butes, his providence, his revelation; his 
judgements. Sometimes it exercifes itfelf 

(0) Eph. v. 5. 13. 

in 
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m fpeaking againfl: the Moft High : irt 
vilifying Him by fcoffing at his laws, fneer- 
ing at his "ordinances, deriding the dgfc* 
, trines of his infpired word. Sometimes it 
difplays itfelf in malice againfl: r&tn ; Ta 
calling down vengeance from Jifeaven ofi 
thofe who are made after the fimilhude 
of God. It fills every degree in the fcale 
of gtiilt, from the flighted word of con- 
tempt againfl: religion, and of difrefpe<3: 
towards God, to the moft daring blaf- 
jphemy : from the moft carelefs exprefliori 
Implying a wifh that a fmall evil from 
^above may overtake another, to the deepeft 
curfes of everlafting damr^tion. Murder, 
perjury, and atheifm are in its train. Its 
language is fit to be the language only of 
fiends. Its path leads to the habitation of 
fiendsuS 

Above all things , my brethren ,fwear net : 
that ye fall ?tot into condemnations Let your 
communication be yea, yea, ' nay, nay : for 
whatfoever is more than thefe % comet h ofcviL 
Thou Jh alt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltlefs that taketh His na?ne in vain (p). 
There are perfons who'perfuade themfelves 

(/) James, v. n. Mattb. v. 37. Exod. xx. 7. 

- - . 5 - that 
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that they difapprove pfofanenefs, and &tt^ 
to hcl4 themfelves guiltlefs, while thqr*"" 
p&fevere in the daily, perhaps hourly^* 
jp-ra&ice of it. Who are thefe felf-deceivers!^S 
They who introduce the flames of God^ 
ftod of Chrift, and other kindred terms, ia J 
fashionable afTeverations, or in exclamations • 
of furprife, of hope, of difappointment, or 
in fome other light manner, into their 
ordinary difcourfe. Do they affirm tfat 
the offence with which they are charged is 
hut an idle habit : that the objeftionable 
Vrords drop from their tongues without in* 
tcntional irreverence, without meaning, 
$nd frequently without being perceived ? 
Miferable and vain excufes ! How hack-' 
neyed in profane irreverence is your. tongue, 
if the moft awful expreffions are become 
familiar expletives! How reiterated has 
been the found, if your ear is dead to the 
impreflion ! If a lively fear and a fervent 
love of your Maker and your Redeemer 
prevailed in your bofom j it is impoffible 
that you could thus trifle with their facred 
names. Your heart would finite you at 
the thought. The found would die away 
upon your lips. If you can ufe fuch ex* 
preffions yourfelf ; if you can hear them 
ufed without pain : examine .your breaft. 
*:.■/....■:. There 
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r^Iiereisilelttfion on the furface: itisweH 
^ there be not hypocrify at the bottom. 

Confider, ye who are guilty of any fpe-i 
— "3es of profanenefs, the example of Him of 
K^ritom you repute yourfelves the -difciplesu 
En public and in private, how replete with 
ireverence and love tpGod was his conver- 
sation ! With what high refpett did he 
always mention the Scriptures ! How 
truly 'did 'the language of his lips accord 
with his practical benevolence to men! 
Will he receive to himfelf the blafphemer* 
the fcoffer, the man whofe mouth poutfetU 
put curfes, or him who obftinately perfifts 
in irreverent difcourfe? The law, the law 
taf condemnation, is made for the unholy and 
the profane {$). 

Suffer me to add, in conclusion, fome 
few general remarks, relating to all offence? 
of the tongue, and leading to a due ap- 
plication of the text. 

Though for the fake of clearnefs I have 
treated Separately concerning feparate fins 
of the tongue, it is feldom that any one of 
them comes fingly. Or if at firft unat- 
tended, it does not long continue folitary. 
The evil fpirit which has occupied -the 

\ (3) l Tim. 1*9- 

manfioa 
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manfibn prepares it for others worfe thafi 
himfelf* Thus the impatient man ufually* 
becomes contentious ; the contentious pro- 
fane : the foolifh talker a talebearer ; thtf * 
talebearer cenforious and a dealer in falfe- 
hood. Hence the guilt attached to eacli 
diftin£t clafs of the offences which we havS 
confidered, and the great probability that 
he who indulges in any one will be en-"" 
fnared into more, concur to eftablifh the 
extreme importance of guarding the lips 
againft all. Unlqfs you are habitually able 
to command your tongue, think not that 
you are a Chriftiap. You have the decifive 
judgement of an Apoftle, that if any one* 
among ytm feemeth to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue; that man de* 
ceiveth his own heart, and his religion is 
vain. But mark the forcible language iii 
which the fame Apoftle reprefents the diffi* 
culty, nay, if we are left to our own 
. ftrerigth, the impoflibility, of controlling 
this inftrument of evil. Every kind of 
beqftsy and cf birds , and offerpents, and of 
things in thefea ; every part of the animated 
world which men have encountered ; is 
tamed) and hath been tamed^ has foQner or 
later been fubdued, of mankind. But the 
tongue can no man tame : it is an unruly evil, 
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fid? of deadly poifon. If any man offend not 
in *ijoordi the fame is a perfedl man, and able 
alfb to bridle the whole body (r). What has 
been our perfonal experience ? We have 
acknowledged the tranfgreffions of our lips, 
Wg have refolved againft the repetition of 
them. Again and again new relapfes have 
capered us with fharne. To fhame has 
fucceed^d grief; to grief determination of 
amendment j to determination of amend- 
ment tranfgreffion. If this then be our 
fituatidn : if there caa be no religioa with- 
out the fubjedtion of the tongue, and if the 
totigue be unconquerable by human difci- 
pline : what courfe is man to purfue ? What 
courfe, but that which is pointed out in the 
words of the Pfalmift ? What path but that* 
*rl?ich leads to the fure mercies of David? 
L«t a %vatch be Jet by thee, Lord, before my 
mouth : keep thou, O God, the door of my 
lips I They who obftinately depend upon 
themfelves (hall prove by lamentable dis- 
appointments, that human nature can nei r 
*her cure nor withftand its own corruption ; 
that it is not in man, unrenewed by the 
Spirit of God, to govern either his a&ions 
°* his words according to the law of eternal 

(r) James, iii. 2. 7, 8. 

Vol. II. T life. 
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manfibn prepares it for others worfe tha# 
himfelfc Thus the impatient man ufuallj* 
becomes contentious ; the contentious pro* 
fane: the foolifh talker a talebearer; thtf 
talebearer cenforious and a dealer in falfe- 
hood. Hence the guilt attached to each 
diftin£t clafs of the offences which we hav6 
confidered, and the great probability that 
he who indulges in any one will be en*' 
fnared into more, concur to eftablifh the 
extreme importance of guarding the lips 
againft all. Unlefs you are habitually able 
to command your tongue, think not that 
you are a Chriftiap. You have the decifive 
judgement of an Apoftle, that if any ontf 
among ytm feemeth to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue; that man de* 
ceiveth his own heart, and his religion is 
vain. But mark the forcible language id 
which the fame Apoftle reprefents the diffi* 
culty, nay, if we are left to our own 
. ftrerigth, the impofTibility, of controlling 
this inftrument of evil. Every kind of 
beqfts) and cf birds, and offerpents, and of 
things in thefea ; every part of the animated 
world which men have encountered ; is 
tamed) and hath been tamed^ has fooner or 
later been fubdued, of mankind. But the 
tongue can no man tame : it is an unruly evil, 

full 
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ice, caution, forbearance, forethought,, 
rfevering ftruggles againft fin. He de- 
inds that, through the grace which He 
s already fupplied, you exercife your 
igue in the employments and language 
devotion ; that in the bufinefs of your 
tion, in the hour of leifure, you converfe 
befits thofe who know that they fpeak 
the hearing of God : that amidft allure- 
mts and provocations, amidft unhallowed 
inciples and corrupt example, you daily 
afefs Chrift in the government of your 
s : that you redouble your efforts and 
ur prayers, when the preffure of tempta- 
m increafes : that you faint not under 
Tcouragements, nor be weary in well- 
ing : that, if betrayed into trarifgreflion 
ith your lips, you labour the more ftrenu- 
ifly againft tranfgreffion for the future: 
at you depend not on yourfelf, but ex- 
iifively upon Him : that, when you have 
len enabled to preferve your tongue void 
■ offence, you afcribe not to yourfelf but 
Him the praife. Shun then, my bre- 
len, as you value prefent peace and eter- 
d happinefs,' every offence of the tpngue. 
void vain babblings and foolijh and im- 
brned quejiions. Be not hqfty with your 
toirdf} nor fret againft the Lord. Abhor 
Ta ' Jlrifc,, 
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life. But with God all things are poffible* 
There is no undertaking, whatever be its 
difficulty, which to His power is not eafy; 
There is no corruption, be it ever fo clofely 
interwoven with the human heart, which 
His grace cannot extirpate. DireS your 
earneft fupplication to the Father of mer- 
cies for ability to reftrain your lips from 
evil : for a difpofitiori uniformly to en. 
deavour to follow the fteps of your Lord 
in word no lefs than in deed. Offer up 
your prayer in fincerity ^nd truth, offer it 
in the name and through the mediation 
of Jefus Chrift, who ever liveth at the right 
hand of God to make interceflion for 
you : and you (hall receive in due time the 
afliftance which is needful to falvation. 
But think not that God will fhower down 
His grace to abolifh the neceffity of your 
own exertions, or to juftify you in fluggifli 
unconcern. Though except the Lord build 
the hou/e 9 their labour is but loft that butld 
it ; he expe&s that the builders fhould per- 
form their office. Though except the Lord 
keep the city^ the watchman waketb but in 
vain: he requires that the watchman 
ihould be faithful in circumfpe&km. From 
you, if you would obtain from Him the 
power over. your tongue, he demands. vigi- 
-. : lance, 
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I. Wifdom, in the firft place, fele&s fuch 
obje&s of purfuit as fhe difcerns a fatis* 
fa&ory profpedl: of attaining. Has religion 
this chara&eriftic of wifdom? Compare 
under this point of view the ctbje&s which 
infpure the exertions of the irreligious man 
with thofe which the true Chriftian pro-* 
pofes to himfelf. Be it opulence, or power* 
or reputation, or any other worldly poflek 
fion or enjoyment, after which you labour) 
how great is the uncertainty whether you 
fliall fucceed ! When at the clofe of the 
long-protra&ed chafe you hang in triU 
umphant expectation over your prize; 
how frequently does it elude your grafp ! 
What language is more common ifi the 
mouths of men bufiqd in fuch purfuits than 
that of difappointment ? How often do you 
hear them complaining that they have 
failed in their defigns ! How often, when 
they keep filence, do their looks befpeak^a 
complaining heart! How many men, eager 
to heap up wealth have found themfelve$, 
after years of toil, fcarcely richer than when 
they fet out in life ! Their lands . have 
proved unprodudive ; or their crops havp 
been blighted ; or they have been ruined 
by bad debts ; or their veflels have been 
fhipwrccked j or their cuftomers have been 
T 4 drawn 
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Jtrife^ railings •, perverfe difyutings of men of* 
corrupt minds and dejlitute of the truth. B& 
not defirous of vain-glory. Let all bitterntjSr 
and clamour and evilfpeaking be put awapr 

from you. Putting away lyings J}>tai& 
every man truth with bis neighbour : for vj^ 
are members one of another. Lay afide aT^ 
guile and hypocrify. Let no corrupt commu- — 
nication proceed out of your mouth ; but tha& 
fivbkh is good to the ufe of edifying^ that i^ 
may minifler grace unto the hearers. Giv^ 
unto the Lord the honour due unto His name ~ 
The God of patience and cqnfolation grated 
.tbaty according to Chrift Jefus 7 ye may wit£j 
enc mouth glorify God. 



SERMON XIV. 

Q. the Identity of Wifdom and Religion. 



Psalm cxix. 34. 



**<ve me under/landings and I Jhall keep thy 
law, yea y I Jhall obferve it with my whole 
heart. 

frN the book of Proverbs and in other 
parts of Scripture, men are earn^ftly 
Exhorted to purfue wifdom. It is evident 
hat by wifdom the facred writers intended 
eligion. They were in fa£t fo fteadfaftly 
:onvinced that religion is real wifdom, and 
he greateft wifdom, and the only true wif- 
lom ; that the term wifdom continually 
prefented itfelf to their minds as peculiarly 
adapted to defignate a life of faith and ho- 
ttnefs : and folly appeared to them the ap r 
propriate denomination of fin. In com- 
T3 moa 
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mon with many other pofitions of Holy 
"Writ, the identity of wifdom and religion 
is by fto means univerfally recognifed as 
a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion. The infidel fneers at fhe dodrine as 
fanatical. The licentious encounter it with 
broad derifion as refuted by daily expe- 
rience. And among thofe who are un- 
tainted by fcepticifm and decent in their 
characters, numbers,efpecially of the young, 
while they acquiefce in it as a fcriptural 
declaration, regard it as a ftrange and myf- 
terious truth : and though not prepared to 
affirm with the unbeliever and the profli- 
gate that the fervants of religion are in this 
life of all men the mof miferable^ reft in- 
wardly of opinion that the fphere of their 
own happinefs would be confiderably en- 
larged if, without forfeiting the future re- 
compenfe of holinefs, they were at liberty 
to expatiate in the prefent gratifications of 
the finner. Let us then furvey, one by 
one, the chara&erifiic marks of wifdom : 
and examine whether they are not fingly 
and colledively exemplified in the conduct 
©f the man, who fixes his heart upon God 
through Jefus Chrift. 

LWif— 
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I. Wifdom, in the firft place, feie£ts fuch 
objects of purfuit as fhe difcerns a fatis* 
factory profpedl: of attaining. Has religion 
this chara&eriftic of wifdom? Compare 
under this point of view the ctbje&s which 
infpijre the exertions of the irreligious man 
with thofe which the true Chriftian pro* 
pofes to himfelf. Be it opulence, or power* 
or reputation, or any other worldly pofle£» 
fion or enjoyment, after which you labour? 
how great is the uncertainty whether ymi 
fliall fucceed! When at the clofe of the 
long-pro traded chafe you hang in triU 
umphant expectation over your prize; 
how frequently does it elude your grafp ! 
What language is more common ro the 
mouths of men bulled in fuch purfuits than 
that of difappointment ? How often do you 
hear them complaining that they have 
failed in their defigns ! How often, when 
they keep filence, do their looks befpeak^a 
complaining h6art ! How many men, eager 
to heap up wealth have found themfelve$, 
after years of toil, fcarcely richer than when . 
they fet out in life! Their lands, have 
proved unproductive ; or their crops hav,c 
been blighted ; or they have bqen j uined 
by bad debts ; or their veffels have been 
shipwrecked j or their cuftomers have been 
T4 drawn 
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drawn aWay by rivals ; of friends, on whoC*? 
recommendation and affiftance they ds~* 
pended, have deceived them. How many-, 
in the higher ranks of fodiety, feverifh with 
ttnceafiqg thirft for pre-eiftinence, havfc con- 
tinually been excluded and depreffed by 
more fortunate competitors! How often i$ 
$he man who pants for reputation ftunnecf 
with cenfure and contempt, when he fap- 
cies himfelf fecure of fame ! Look to any 
other earthly purfuit ; and you behold the 
{ame crofles, the faipe uncertainty. You 
are taught by a crowd of examples how 
frequently therace is not to the fwift ; nor 
the battle to the ftrong ; nor the prize of 
ability to the fkilful ; nor the reward of in- 
duftry to the perfevering. But is the man 
who yields his heart to religion thus ex- 
pofed to difappointment ? Does he labour 
and perfevere in the path which he hat 
chofen, and fail of his recompenfe ? His re- 
compenfe is fure. The children of this 
world may fucceed in their purfuits. The 
religious m^n muft fucceed in his. The 
favour of his heavenly Father, the atone* 
ment of his Redeemer, the fandtificatio^ " 
of the Holy Ghoft f he Comforter, are fe* 
cured to him by the unchangeable promift 
p£ Qod. Omnipotence is pledged to up-; 
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Ad him j infinite wifdom tq guide him; 

ernal love to bfefs htm. His inheritance 

i beyond the reach of accident and vi- 

iffitude. When Chrift, who is his life, 

Jball appear ; then fh^U he alfo appear with 

Chrift io glory, 

II. Wifdom fets its affe&ions upon thofe 
things which are in their own nature the 
mod excellent. Has religion this mark of 
wifdom ? Let it for the prefent he fuppofed 
that both the advantages which are enfured 
to the fervants of God, and thofe which 
the world holds out to its followers, are 
valuable. Which of the two are in their 
own nature the more defirable ? Let it be 
aflumed, that you have the power of at- 
taining riches and honours, and fenfual 
pleafures, to the largeft extent of your 
wifties. Are thefe attainments, or religion,. 
beft entitled by inherent excellence to the 
poffeflion of your heart ? God has formed 
you with a reafonable foul. Is it wife to 
prefer to the holy exercife of your under- 
ftanding thojje indulgences and employ- 
ments, which terminate in the body ? God 
has created you capable of loving^ and 
pbeying him. Is it wife to prefetf your 
gw$ inclinations, or the examples of others, 

to 
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to his favour, to his fervice ? You cannot 
loxe-two oppofite matters. Ton cannot 
ferve God and mammon. The frundjbip of 
the world is enmity with God. Whofoever 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God (a).. To devote your heart to God 
and alfo to the world is impoffible. Which 
Matter is the more worthy ? Which fervice 
is the more honourable I They that are 
nfter the Jlejb mind the things of the-fejh : 
they that are after the fpirit mind the things 
tf the fpirit. The works of the flejh are ma* 
nifeft : adultery \ fornication, uncleannefs, laf 
civioufnefs, idolatry , witchcraft, hatred^ va- 
riance, emulations , wrath, Jlrife, fediti&ns, 
hereftes, envyings, murders, drunkennefs, re- 
veilings, malice, blafphemy,flthy communica- 
tion (&), Is it needful to lengthen the ca- 
talogue ? The fruits of the fpirit are love, 
joy, peace, longfuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, 
faith, meeknejs, temperance, rigbteoufnefs, 
truth, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs 
cfmind. Whatfoever things are true, what* 
foever things are honeft, whatfoever things 
arejuff, whatfoever things are pure, what* 
foemr things are lovely, whatfoever things are 
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(a) mte, xvi. 13. James, ivi 4. 


{b) Rom.viii. 5. 


Gal. v. 19—21. Col. iu. 8. 
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Jbeje things {c) : Is not this to approve things 
-which are excellent {d) ? Is not this to ma- 
nifeft wifdom ? 

III. Wifdom choofes for its portion thoife 
acquiiitions, which in the pofTeffion are -Act 
companied with the higheft delight. Some*- 
~ times it is under the neceffity of making a 
choice between obje&s which afford delight 
at prefent, and thofe which promife ddigbt 
at a future time. Under thefe circum- 
fiances, if the diftant good be far fuperiqr 
to that which is at hand ; wifdom content- 
edly refigns her profpe&s of the benefit 
which is near for the fake of the greater 
benefit which is remote. But if any me- 
thod fhould be difcoverable, by which. botlt 
the prefent and the future advantage magr 
be fecured j wifdom difplays her difcern*- 
ment by adopting that line of condu£L 
How then ftands the cafe with refpe£t to 
religion ? Confider the point firft with re- 
gard to prefent fatisfa&ion. Does the rer 
Hgious man, or the wicked man, receive 
truer enjoyment from the common bleflings 
of this world ? The religious man aflkms 
that he himfelf receives the truer enjojMent 



aflkc 
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{c) Gal. v. 22, 23. Eph. v. 9. Col. iii. laJWPhilipp. 
lv» 8. (</) Fhilipp. i. lO. 

from 
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from them. This aflertion the wicked matt 
deniea; and ftrenuqufly contends that the 
balance of pleafure is decidedly on his fide. 
Which of the two is the proper judge? 
Certainly not the wicked man. For he 
knows nothing of thofe attendant circum- 
fiances, which in the mind of the religious 
double the relifh of the raoft ordinary gra- 
tification. He has had ho experience of 
that heartfelt gratitude and love to the all* 
bounteous donor, which enhance the value 
of the fmalleft gift. He has no fenfe of 
that tranquillity of confcience, that joy of 
the foul, that peace of God which pafleth 
all underftanding ; by whofe cheering in- 
fluence the heart of the righteous is pre- 
pared to reap from circumftances, wlience 
others could fcarcely extract an atom of 
pleafure, a continual feaft of delight. At 
any rate the wicked man, whatever he may 
know of the pleafures of the world, knows 
nothing of the delights of religion. How 
can Jje then be- qualified to compare the 
one clafs of gratifications with the other ? 
How can he decide a queftion, of which 
he junderftands but a part? Now the reli- 
gious man not only enjoys the comforts 
peculiar to righteoufnefs ; but he (hares in 
common, with the wicked every earthly 

gpodt 
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good. He poflefles both : he can compare 
them together : he can with certainty pro- 
nounce on their prefent relative value. 
Perhaps you reply, that there are various 
worldly pleafures from which the man of 
religion thinks it right to abftain, and others 
of which he takes not fuch ample draughts 
as his rival: that confequently the finner 
muft, in thefe refpe&s, have the greater en- 
joyment at prefent : and that the religious 
man is evidently difqualified from judging 
of the worth of pleafures which he has 
never tried. Take then a judge whom you 
will confefs to be competent and impartial. 
Refer the queftion to a man, 1 who, after 
having long run the career of fin and 
plunged without reftraint into worldly pur- 
fuits and fenfual indulgences, has providen- 
tially been led to devote himfelf to religion, 
and has perfevered during a period of years 
in his Chriftian courfe. Here is a maa 
who can fpeak from experience. Here is 
a man who has put to the proof the pre- 
fent fatisfa£tions both of a righteous and of 
an unrighteous life. What is his determin- 
ation ? Afk him whether he now enjoys 
Jaappinefs greater or lefs than that, which 
he poflefled heretofore. He will tell you 
that the two<?afes admit not of comparifon. 
8 He 
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He will tell you that you dire& him td 
contraft the puddle with the fountain j the 
dulkinels of twilight with the blaze of 
noon. He will tell you that, until he was 
brought into the paths of rightcoufnefs, he 
never knew happinefs. He will tell you 
that, while he toiled in the fervice of fin, 
he was acquainted with noify merriment, 
frantic riot, licentious' diflipation : but was 
ignorant of pure and genuine fatisfa&ioh. 
He will tell you that in the midft of laugh- 
ter he found his heart forrowful ; and - the 
end of that mirth heavinefs. He will tell 
you xhdX wine is a mocker and Jirong drink 
is raging ; and that whofoever is deceived 
thereby is not wife. He will tell you that 
they who live in pleafure are dead while 
they live ; that when he/aid unto his heart; 
" Enjoy pleafure ;" behold this alfo was va-. 
n'ity. He will tell you that finful gratifica-. 
tion leaves a fling behind ; a fling loaded 
with fecret venom, poifoning the fources 
of happinefs* What will be his reprefent- 
ation of his prefent ftate ? He will defcribe 
himfelf as a witnefs to the truth of the 
fcripturai declarations, that happy is he 
wh6 keepeth the law of hia Creator : that 
Godlinefs has the promife even of the life 
which now is. " Now," he will exclaim, 
10 " I know 



Wifdom and Religion. 287 

%i . I know what it is to live. Now I know 
" that what I formerly accounted pleafure, 
** was labour and emptinefs and vexation* 
w Now knotv I the value of thofe calm and 
c< fure delights of religion, which once, be- 
- w caufe I knew them not, I defpifed. Now 
" know I that in the common bufinefs and 
iC common comforts of life the righteous 
"man receives ampler gratification than 
" thefervant of fin derives from unbounded 
" indulgence." 

So (lands the comparifon, if companion 
it is to be termed, as to the prefent life. 
With refpedt to the- life to come,, com- 
parifon cannot be mentioned. Whether 
the bleffednefs of heaven or the pains of 
hell be preferable ; whether it be wifdom 
to choofe the future rewards of religion, 
or the future punifhments of guilt ; thefe 
are queftions which require not an anfwen 
Even if there were no hell in referve for 
the ungodly ; and if admiffion into heaven 
could not be obtained but by a life of an- 
guifh from the cradle to the grave: wit 
doA would tell you that fo glorious an in^ 
heritance it would be a privilege to pur- 
chafe at fo low a price. 

IV. Wif- 
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TV. Wifdom occupies itfelf,in tHejmj- 
fuit of efficient remedies for evils a&ual or 
j>robable. t :# 

Is this pofition defcriptive of religion? 
Evils are temporal, or. fpiritual/ Compaq 
as to evils of each clafs the advantages Qf; 
the righteous and of the unrighteous. Be. 
it admitted that in the cafe of poverty, and 
of every grievance which money caa re- 
move or palliate, the irreligious have injfe*. 
ferve means of cure or of alleviation frgm 
which the fervant of Chrift is interdi&ed.; 
'Ypu will not, I prefume, contend that in. 
thefe refpe&s the wicked man proves him- 
felf poffefled of a preponderance of hap- 
pinefs, becaufe without fcruple he refortS' 
to paths which lead to the pillory or the 
gallows. Under the lofs of health, or. o£ 
friends, or of relatives, no comfort pecu^ 
liar to the wicked can be fpecified. But 
under poverty and every other affliction* 
which experience or imagination can pour- 
tray, the man of religion is not only com- 
petent, equally with the wicked, to. have - 
recourfe to every upright method, in other 
words,, to every method truly .defirable* o§H 
attaining all the afliftance which earth caa * 
fupply i but is fuftained by fupports and;.* 

•. -...; . ..,,C0h-J- 
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cohfcktionf exclufively his own. Genuine ' 
fympathy 4elights to footh him j active 
companion, and unbought kindnefs, to be- 
friend him. Thofe who are gone before 
he hopes again to meet ; hopes to meet ia 
b^ppinefs ; . hopes to meet in happinefs not . 
diminifhed, perhaps, enlarged, by the in- 
ftrumentalhy of his intercourfe during their 
pilgrimage below. From religion the pious 
fufierer learns not merely to endure, but 
to be thankful and to rejpice. In tribula- 
tion he recognizes needful and merciful 
chaftifement. He: beholds the hand of his 
Father: he treads in the footfteps of his 
Redeemer. But let us no longer dwell on 
ontward trials. Advert to fpiritual evils y 
the only evils which in the eftimation of 
the religious man merit the name. Advert 
to the dominion of radical corruption ; the 
curfe of the broken law ; the malignity and 
v?iles of principalities and powers of dark- 
nefs. Behold religion rejoicing in the 
purfuit of remedies obvious, efFe&ual, all- 
fufficient.. Behold her in complete and 
indefcafible paffeffion of her remedies. 
Behold her oppoflng to radical corruption 
the Influence of grace ; to the curfe of the 
law, the blood of the crofs : to the prince 
of datkaefs, the omnipotence of Chrift. To 
.""Voii'"H. ' tT V ' fpiritual 
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fpirituai evils what has the wicked man to 
pppofe ? Nothing : abfolutely nothing. He 
: ftands forlorn and jiaked in th£ conflict; 
without fhield or dart, without (belter, with- 
out fefuge,, Will you plead that, being ig- 
norant of .his ftate, and free from pangnof 
cpnfcience,. he lofea not in point of prefect 
happinefe? The averred fads are tltttrtK. 
•He, is far from total ignorance : and farther 
.frdm uninterrupted tranquillity of coil£i- 
ence.j Many a beam of light ftafliesjerrdr 
-pnhH.mi.nd: many a pang of convidtion 
ftrikes a : dagger through his heart But 
fuppofe his ignorance total ; his fearleflfhefs 
unbroken. If ignorant in this land, he is 
ignorant wilfully and therefore criminally* 
If his confcience is paft feeling, it is becaufe 
he has feared it himfelf. Dp you place 
under the head either of happinefs or of 
wifdom, that overpowering torpor of the 
foul, which is upheld by criminal ignorance, 
or reigns as the concomitant of obduracy? 

V. Wifdom fix£s her attention on thofe 
defirableobje&s, which, other ^ircumftances 
being equal, are the mod durable. H this 
charaderiftic of wifdom to be found in re- 
ligion ? How long do the pleafures of fia 
continue? Certainly not longer than life*. 

'.:. v..; : \ ' . """ ' :~ :'B Ut 
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But do they commonly latl fo long? In 
many an inftance, while they are ft ill atw 
tamable, the relifh for them is deftroyed 
by fatiety. Then how frequently are they 
banifhed by viciffitudes of fortune ! Ricbct 
make them/elves wings and fly away. Anx- 
iety pufhes into the place of Amufemcnt. 
Diftrefs occupies the ftation of delight. 
Neceffity fuperfedes Indulgence. But let 
the current of profperity remain full. The 
tide of youth and ftrength cannot be fu£ 
tained. CMd age advances with uninter- 
rupted pace. THen come gray hairs and 
trembling limbs, and painful days and 
wakeful nights. Where are now the plea- 
lures of the wicked ? What is the fatitfac- 
tion now to be extra&ed from honour, oi 
from wealth, 1 or from power, or from the 
friendfhip of* the world ? What is become 
of all the vanities of life ? It is not that 
their fervant is fhortly to leave them. It is 
that they have deferted their fervant. They 
have left him a prey to bitter recollection, to 
fruitfefs wiChes, to difappointment without 
remedy and without hope. Like the plun- 
k dered Ephraimite, the wretched votary 
rooks around in vain for his idols. He 
^had fet his heart on fhadows which cannot 
profit ; and is miferable becaufe they 4 are 
'■'•'-' Ua gone. 
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gone. Hpw fares in the ipQan time the 
man of religion ? His treafures are not 
fubjed to decay. . Tfcelofeof worldly good 
raafnifeftfr the unalterable y^lue of the pqr* 
tion. which he has chqfen. Stripped of 
-earthly pofleffions, it is thentfcat he>.^>- 
.pgars truly, rich. Encomp^ffed with ta- 
bulation, it is then that he diiplays inherent 
happittefs. Ip-pequfy, iaficknefs, in afflic- 
tion, he proves that he retains that which 
id mojje fftty&bla* . that, which in the mo- 
Hifcrjfc of trial he jieels to be more valuable, 
than all ttutf., the. world .can give; that 
\rfuc& is ./ftpJi like the gifts of the wptrld, 
peri&able ; f^at which the world is equally 
.unable to give and to take away. But let 
it.be fuppofed that. the wicked man grafps 
.his gcod things^ be they what they piay, 
.until death. The righteous- man* travelling 
by his fide, enjoys his delights unto the 
fame period. So far, as , to duration, the 
fervant of God is not under any difadvan- 
tage. But from the inftant of death how 
ilands the comparifon ?*That inftant which 
for ever extinguifhes- the .pleafures ol the 
wicked, fees the happinefs of the righteous 
only in its commencement/* Before the 
rrighteoua eternity fpreads : abroa$l it#. im- 
jneafurable and inconceivable extent} and 

fhews 



fliews him thSt e'kterit ^filled with ble.ffedr 
unfilled whh'bleflednefs for hirti. He 
can die rto mbrej for he is become like 
linto the angels; afid is of the'fchildreri 6( 
'God; bring' of the childreti of the reftiirec-, 
tion; !H<r tbbfcs' forward, ' let it not be? iaid 
With hope,, for hope is fwallowed up in 
Certainty ; he looks forward with affufancfc 
incapable of difappointment or diminijtiori 
tb'iiirti^e&bfe ^nd progreflive bUfs^ inthi 
prefence of thrift, /before? thte throne 4 of 
<jttd, throughout ages beyond ages, £oi 
leVermore, world without end. 4 . • ""■' 
■-' 'Religion then, we may affirm, purfues, 
Ififcfe wifdom.Objeds the attainment of Whish 
ittSy be feciiretl : like "wifdora* fcts hefr af- 
ftfcMoris upon thofe thinigs Which in their 
iSattirdare the mbft excellent i like wifdorii, 
"choofes for her portion thofe acquifiti6n$' 
Which in the poflefiion are accompanied 
With the; %heft ddightj like wifdonf, 
fteadily ffeeter aftfer effe&ual^ remedlesf&T 
evils, adtiar or probable; like wifdori^ 
fixes Kfef 'eye' fte'dfaftly on that happineft 
irchibh is,' 'in thtf fulled fenfe of tj*e ternr, 
dUrablfe. Is 1 not this to fay that wifdottt 
arid reRgfon are the faifte ? Is not this t6 
pronounce that reKgion'is the perfe£tk>n 
^of wtfdbffi? ■■?3 4, »ot 'this 1 to affirm' th^t 
■ ~ u ;l V 3 wicked- 
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wickednefs is folly ; the extreme and the 
confummatipn of folly ; that it is folly fb 
extravagant and. enormous, that every 
other example or kind of foolijflxnefs 4** 
ferves, when compared with, fin, to be do 
nominated wifdpm ? Are not your thoughts 
now repdy to break forth in the language 
of Holy Writ, the fear jf tb< Jjord, (bat 
is yyifdom : and to depart from evil is un- 
derftanding : It is the fool that maketb a nfotf 
at Jin : the f<?<fl x p Lord^ Jhall not Jiand in 
toy fight [e^\ Is this the language of your 
hearts ? See then that yp waljt circumfpe&ly.; 
not as fools \ lut as wife (f) You know 
tHejfoutitain of wifdom. Chrift is not only 
the power of God, but the wifdom of Qocl : 
and of God he is made unto us wifdom no 
lefs than righteoufnefs and fan&ification 
and redemption [g). . liow is wifdom to 
be obtained ? If any of you lack wifdom* let 
htm ajk of God, wbogivetb unto all men li- 
berally and upbraidetb not ; and it Jhall be 
given him {b). How will God beftow the 
gift ? By the infpiration of his Spirit, the 
Spirit ofCbri/l, the Spirit of wifdom. What 
is the defcription which the fpirit of wif- 
dom has delivered of wifdom : not of the 
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wjtfdoni.Qf this world, which is fbolifhneff 
with God; but: of the wifdom which 
cpmeth from above ? "The wi/dom that is 
fr/m above isfirjl pure i thin peaceable, gen* 
tie, and eafy to be entreated ; full of mercy 
wd good fruits y <w\tbout partiality y and 
without bypocrify (*}♦. It is pure : it is holy 
ao4~M&defiled ; it leads the heart to devote 
itfelf to God ; it infpires abhorrence even 
of the appearance of evil. It is peaceable : 
it ftjidies thofe things which make for 
peace, and things whereby one may edify 
another. It is gentle : it is averfe either 
to giye or to take offence ; it deals no un- 
merited . eenfure ; it vents no harfh lan- 
guage ; it abounds in humility, meekpefs; 
forbearance, and charity. It is eafy to be 
entreated : it lends a willing ear to lenient 
counfel : it cheerfully forgives a brother 
even until feventy times feven. -It is full 
of mercy : . it is a&ively and invariably 
tender, companionate, and kind ; breathing 
love for all men, and feeking the welfar^ 
of all men. It is full of good fruits : if 
honours not Gad with, the lips <?nly: It 
fays not to the naked and hungry, Depart, 
be ye warmed >and filled i and yet gives tbem 
not tbofe J kings which pre needful '; but^ it 

■:n t .>.\ o. >(;y James, iii. vj. > * -i V 
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proves its farth by righteous obetf&nde; 
fh£ws itfelf by its works ifl a gddld l?fe irad 
ebifverfation. It is without partiality: H 
di'aWs no needlefs dv unwarrantable diftiiKS- 
tions bietween man .and man j it rehdert 
equal juftice to all, and diftributes kiridntfe 
in proportion to the united claims of ne- 
ceflity and defert. It is without hypocrrfy : 
it affumes no delufiveexterior ; it is 'a ftecf- 
faft obferver of truth ; it will fubmit tb 
any lofs, any fcorn, rather than ef<iape them 
by having recourfe tb the crooked manage- 
ment wl^ich is the policy arid the pn<fe trf 
the children of this world. Such are* thfe 
chara&ers by which the 'Holy Ghioft fias 
diftinguifhed heavenly wifdom; that i wi& 
dbm : which comes ' down from heatori ; 
that wifdom which points to heaven* 4 ; 
that wifdom which makes wife linto fat- 
vatjo'n through faith in Chrift Jefus ; that 
wifddm for want of which the fool dvttk 
even deft th eternal, Have you this wif- 
dom? If you have it not, you have no- 
tiling. Had you all the abilities, all the 
T&rnihg, all. the riches, all the grandeur, 
which mortality can attain, and had riot 
this .wifdom ; you would have nothing. 
Wifdom y faith our Lord, is jujfified if Ber 
children. Are you the Children of Wifdom^ 

X>ft 
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©o y&u prize her above all things I Dp yolj 
w^lk by her rules I Do you foew. forth hep 
iruits? Do you labour for her rewards ? 
Do you maintain her caufe ? Dp you ia- 
vite others to her leflbns ? Give me-undcr v 
landing, exclaims David, and IJbvil faefr 
thy Jaw; yea, I Jhall obferve, it npithmy 
whole heart. Under whatever points of 
ticw you confider the fubje£t, the refult is 
uniformly this; that to fear God and to ieep 
his commandments is the whole wifdqm as 
welt as the whole duty, of man. Let us la* 
iour then, . ray brethren, by fervent ,fuj>- 
plication, to draw down upon ourfelves this 
bbflkrg froda above. . Let us befeech the 
pnly wife God to renew a right fpirit 
within us, that we may forfake theTooliijhi 
and live • „that we may go in the% wayp of 
underftandiijg, and find it a welWpring of 
life While we perceive that wifdon* and' 
true religioix are the fame, let us pray ; that 
He may grant ps underftanding to difcerh 
thgit there is a religion which is pot wif- 
dom, but folly : a religion of form, and de- 
corum; a religion of felf-juftifying mo- 
lality ; a religion of the head, not pf the 
JiearL. Let us intreat him to teach us Jo to 
number .our days, that we may apply pur 
hearts unto wifdom ; to enforce upon us not 
l r only 



298 On the Identity of 'Wifdorn and Religion. 

only the inexpreffible importance of work- 
iog out- our ialvation through the grace of 
hi# Son Jefus, but the (hortnefs of the time 
during which we have to work. M*y He 
inftruft us habitually to bear in mind how 
fpeedily the longeft life will liave pafled 
away : and how uncertain it is, not merely 
whether we fball be preferved unto length 
of days, but whether another year, another 
month, or even another hour, may not 
have ended our exiftence upon earth. May 
He caufe us to be roufed to ferious and 
deep refle&ion by the frequent examples 
which He difplays of the precarioufnefs of 
life. May He caufe thofe who are in the 
vigour of health ever to remember that 
ftrength rears not even a momentary bul- 
wark againft death : and thofe who are of 
a feeble frame, daily to confider how flight 
a hairier is interpofed between them and 
di Ablution. Q that men were wife; thai 
fbey ttnderftood this; that they would con- 
fider their latter end ! 
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SERMON/Xy. 

Folly illuftrajcd by the Cbaj$£er of S^tut 



x Sam. xiu. 13. 



And Samuel faiti to Saul; ^Hhouhaji dent 
"foolijblyrtbou haft not kept the cm* 
4i teandment tf tke Lord** ' ' 

*TnrHEN the children o£ Ifrael, diflatifc 
. • fied with; their Situation under tbs 
immediate fovereignty of the Mod High, 
perfifted in requiring to be governed, like 
the neighbouring nations, by a king ; Saul, a 
young man of the tribe of Benjamin, was the 
perfon whom God placed upon the throne. 
We perhaps, had we poflefled no ulterior 
information, might have been difpofed to 
expefl; that, when the Searcher of hearts 
caft his eye over the twelve tribes in queft 
of a man whom he might appoint to be 
ruler over his people; He would fele& 

one 
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one confpicuous for piety, and prepared 
TSjfHtedfaftf "faith to meet the trials with 
which his exaltation would be attended* 
Yet why ihould yre h^vc eatpe£ted fuch a 
choice? Is it the eftabliflied order of Pro- 
vidence that piety fhould be recompenfed 
by ele vatiSti tb dignity and pdwer ? Are 
the rulers of the earth, whether in Pagan 
or in Chriftian lands* whether' God raifes 
them to empire by the fettled courfe of 
fucceflion, or by the ftprmp <?f warfare and 
revolutions, ufually eminent for religion 
beyond : the; mafe of their ^feje&s ? Was 
i^ r to he psefomfid that w&*ft.He g*ve to 
his people a kitfg in Hit anger (*), in flit 
anger at their rebellious rejection of. Hi$ 
own reg^I fwayy the individual fmglechotit 
ihould be one whofe* excellence might Jull 
tfiern into forgetfulnefs l of their criitaej 
rather than one who throqgh mifconduQ 
jpowing from wilful pcryerfenefe o£ cfea* 
rafter might be the iftftrtinfeat of con*> 
yincing them ^of. their guilt, artd oftheprei 
eminent diftin&ion and peculiar happihefft 
which they had* renounced * The thought* 
of, the Mpft High are ndt as our thougfefs 1 . 
fie knows by what governor, in any pat- 
•t'; : . :r _ . . ;■ _ . ;: / . -a-': ■■ .. • .1. )i 
-■J *;-:.:{f) Hqfcaj x;i^ i !•• -> _;•■..; t;:>;t :-.: 

:':ih *3 ticula? 
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ticular nation .and at any .particular time* 
His own. fecretgnd righteous purpofte, 
whether of nie^cy-or of vengeance, will be: 
mod efficacioufly . promoted. He knew 
what king was moft fitting for the Ifrael? 
ites : and that king he gave to thera. . 

I purpofe to lay before you the leading 
circumftances in the conduct of Saul : and 
afterwards to deduce, for your edification, 
fomc of the inferences which they fug- 
geft. 

1 L. In the early behaviour of Saul/afte* 
the period when he is introduced in the 
Scriptures to our notice,' there is mtich td 
prepoflefs us in his favour. When he i£ 
addreffed by Samuel as the pefrfon otk 
whom the defire of Ifrael ftiould fpeedily 
i>e iixed ; his reply bears ftrong indications 
bfmodefty. The fame modefty ifc after- 
wards • difplayed, when he hides 4iim(elf 
among the furniture of the tents from the 
choice and admiriatidn of the people. When, 
by. the calling of the lots before God, hU 
appointment to the throne has been an T 
nounced to the aflembled tribes of Ifrael ; 
hq unoftentatioufly returns to his father's 
houfe, and difdains not to occupy himfelf 
as heretofore in the fuperintendence of the 

flocks 
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flocks and herds. When the children of 
Belial, wicked and rebellious men, con- 
temptuoufly demand ; How Jhatt this man 
five us ? and defpife him and offer to him 
no prefents, no teftimonies of the refpeft 
due to the delegate of Heaven : he fuftains 
the infult with patience ; he holds his peace. 
When the reft of the people, warmed in 
their attachment to their new monarch by 
his victory over the Ammonites, exclaim, 
Who is he that J aid \ Shall Saul reign over us ? 
Bring the men, that we may put them to 
death: he ftrenuoufly interpofes to fave 
the offenders ; and interpofes, apparently, 
from motives of reverence and gratitude 
to God. There Jhall not a man be put to 
death this day : for to-day the Lord bath 
wrought falvdtion in Jfrael. 

The fruit, however, correfponds little 
with the bloflbm. The impreffions pro- 
duced by early fymptoms of moderation 
and of refpedt fpr his fovereign Benefa&or 
are foon to be effaced. The hour of feriotis 
trial comes on, A vaft army* of Philiftines 
invades the land. The inhabitants conceal 
themfelves from the enemy in caves, in 
thickets, and among the rocks. Saul with 
difficulty aflembles a fcanty body of troopi 
almoft deftkute of weapons of war. He 

has 
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bas been dirc&ed not to march towards the 
invaders until a ibleinn iacrifice onto God 
(hall have been celebrated in the camp by 
Samuel, who has previoufly fixed fevent 
days as the period within which he lhal! 
arrive {b). For the purpofe, as we may 
conclude, of cxcrcifing and putting to 
proof the faith of Saul, the approach of 
Samuel is delayed. The feventh day is 
pail; and Samuel appears not. The Jbi- 
diers of Saul, weary and difpirifed, melt 
away. What meafure (hall the king 
adopt? Shall he Itften to the voice of 
duty, which commands him to wait wkh 
patience for the arrival of Samuel, to whom 
it belongs to offer the Sacrifice ; and in 
pious confidence to leave the event to God? 
Or &all he iiften to political expediency, 
which tells him that be bos tarried /even 
days, according to the fit time that Samuel 
appointed (c) : that the abfence of the pro- 
phet beyond the appointed time will be a 
fufficient apology, though he fhould per- 
form the facrifice himfelf : and couniels 
him to perform it immediately, left the 
forces which yet remain fhould defert 
him ? Saul, impatient and weak in faith* 

{h) See ch. x. 7, 8. {c) Ch, tixi. 8. . 

fnatches 
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fnatches at the fceming advantage of tbd 
moment : and (hrinks not from purchafingL 
it at the price of difobedience. He calls 
for burnt-offerings and peace-offerings* 
Scarcely has he made an end of offering 
the burnt-offering, when Samuel arrives. 
Saul endeavours partly to extenuate, partly 
to vindicate his cohdud ; pleads the critical 
emergency ; and talks of having reln&antly 
forced himfelf to undertake the facrifice. 
Xhe prophet at once cuts off all excufes by 
a declaration, to the truth of which, the 
underftanding and the confcience of the 
king bear witnefs : Thou haft done fooli/bly : 
thou baft not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God, which he commanded thee. 
And he proceeds to inform the difobedient 
monarch, that had he been faithful under 
this trial of humility, his kingdom- fhould 
have been for ever eftabliflied by the Moft 
High : but that now the Lord has fought 
out a man after his own heart, &hd or- 
dained him to be captain over his people, 
becaufe thou, O Saul, baft not kept that which 
the Lord commanded thee. Thou hqft done . 
foolijhly : thou baft not kept th'e commandment 
of the Lord thy God. , , 

In the next memorable circumftancs |n ; > 
the cohdud of Saul, the folly of ii» i§r 

exempji$^d 
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irtmplified by art inftancie of extreme rafli- 
eft and violence. God* by a miraculous 
rtefpofition of his power overthrows be- 
>re Jonathan the hoft of the Philiftincs. 
kuI, breathing vengeance againft th?m r 
id apprehenfive that, if the Ifraelites (hall 
hife to take the fmalleft refrefhment, an 
Idltional number may efcape, Jtraitty 
barges the people with an oath, Curfed be the 
An that eatetb any food until evening ; that 
May be avenged on mine enemies. What 
? e the confequences of this adjuration? 
\ the firft place the Ifraelites are diftreffed 
ith extreme faintnefs through want of 
iftfenance : and the Daughter of the Phi- 
[tines proves far lefs extenfive than it 
light have been had their purfuers been 
IfcWed to refrefh themfelyes, although id 
(e'tebft hafty manner, with the honey, 
$&& they found in gteat abundance ir% , 
Htfbbd through which they palled. In 
re? next place, Saul 1 brings a curfe upoa, 
tehead of hi$ own fon. Jonathan, not , 
Ivftig been prefent when his father boi\nd,. 
Fthe peopk by oath to abftain during the . 
ftxte aE the day' from* fbbd j eata a fmAlt 
clkntity of honey in the wood. The duty " 
f^hibitual arcumfpeftiohand thifxceed-;, 
fJMfutkefs of J$fi f we hot feldbm fndi- ' 
Vet. JI # X cated 
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cated in Holy Writ by the temporal con- 
fequences annexed even to fins of inad- 
vertence. So facred is the obligation of 
an oath impofed lawfully, however raftily, 
by the fovereign authority, that the breach 
of it by Jonathan, though arifing not from 
wilful difregard, but from unfufpicious ig- 
nofance, entails upon the people marks of 
the divine difpleafure. The Supreme Being, 
when Saul afks counfel of Him whether 
the purfuit of the Philiftines (hall be con- 
tinued, returns not an anfwer. The king 
is inftantly aware that the oath which h$ 
impofed on the whole army h^s been 
broken : and pronounces that the offender, 
even if that offender be his own fon Jona- 
than, has forfeited his life. After public 
fupplication to God, the lot is caft for the 
difcovery of the tranfgrjeffor. It falls oa 
Jonathan. His father condemns him to 
death : God do Jb y and more aljb : for thou 
Jhalt furely die, Jonathan. The people, 
however, will not endure the execution of 
the fentence. Jonathan led them on to th$ 
victory whiclx has juft been atchieved. 
Shall Jonathan die, they exclaim, who kas 
wrought this great falvation in Ifraelt As the 
Lord livethy there Jball not one bairqf bfs: 
beadfaU to tie ground : for bzMatb tprougbt 

• psiib 
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tb God this day. So they refcue him, 
it he dies not. Let it be obferved that 
\. guilt of Saul, with refped to this 
nfadion, is not confined to the blind 
y, which impelled him to impofe the 
h on the people. If the crime of . Jo- 
:han was one which the king had au- 
>rity to pardon ; why was he fo obfti- 
:ely barbarous as to condemn his fon ? 
t if, in his apprehenfion, divine juftice 
lifpenfably required the life of the of- 
ider : why did not Saul at all perfonal 
sarids adopt fuitable meafures afterwards 
: carrying the irrevocable fentence 
o effed ? 

Though Saul by his difobedience re- 
ding the facrifice has incurred the for- 
:ure of the kingdom; yet God, ever 
rciful and long-fufFering, forbears to 
nmiflion Samuel to anoint a fucceflbr to 
\ throne : and is willing to grant to the 
worthy prince an opportunity of rein- 
ing himfelf in the divine favour. When 
: children of Ifrael were coming up from 
ypt, the Amalekites, though defcended 
m Eiau the brother of Jacob, laid wait 
cjeftroy them in their march. In con- 
uei\ce of this unprovoked and unnatural 
ftility*- the Lord God, after difcomfiting 
X 2 the 
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the Amalekites before his people, as the 
event is recorded in the feventeenth chapter 
of Exodus, iflues the following injunftion 
ta Mofes : Write this fir a memorial in <t ] 
book , and rebearfe it in the ears of Jojhua ; \ 
I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. The Lord hath 
/worn j that the Lord will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation. In 
the twenty- fourth chapter of Numbers^God 
repeats by the mouth of Baal am hfs de- 
termined purpofe : Antalek was the frjl of 
the nations : but his latter end Jhall be^ that 
he perifh for ever* In the twenty-fifth 
chapter of the book of Deuteronomy, 
-God delivers this exprefs command to 
Ifrael : Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way, when ye were cofne fdrth 
out of Egypt : how he met thee by the toay y 
andfmote the hindmojl of thee \ even all that 
were feeble behind thee^ when thou waft faint • 
and weary : and he feared not God. Theft- 
fore it J* hall be> when the Lord thy God hath 
given thee rejl from all thine enemies round 
about in the land which the Lord thy God* 
giveth thee for an inheritance to pojfefs it ; 
that thou Jhalt blot out the* remembrance of 
Amalek from under hnawn. Samuel, bf 
the dlredtton of the Mdft High** now cota- 

mand* 
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sands Saul to execute the long predi&ed 
vengeance* Having folemnly reminded 
him of his univerfal obligation to hearken 
to the voice of the Lord, who had exalted 
him from obfcurity to the throne j the 
prophet in the name of Jehovah declares, 
ihat the original crime of Amalek was 
;prefent in the divine remembrance; and 
orders him to go and fmite the Jinners the 
Amakkites, men, women, and children : 
and utterly to deftroy every thing belong- 
ing to them, whether px or flieep, camel 
or afs. JSaul affembles his armies, and ex- 
terminates the Amalekites; with the ex- 
ception, however, of their king Agag, 
whom, for the purpofe of exhibiting him 
in triumph through the land of Ifrael, or 
from fome other worldly motive, he pre- 
fumes to refer ve alive. Nor was this 
tranfgreffion the extent of his difobedience. 
Saul and the people /pared 'the beft of the 
^Jbeep and of fhe oxen and of the fatlings 
and xfthe lambs, and all that was good, and 
nqould not utterly deftroy them : but every 
thing that was vile and refufe y that they de- 
firoyed utterly. The ungrateful monarch, 
ftubbprn in rebellion againft the will of 
fais heavenly Benefa&or, is noy? decifively 
,\ 5C3 informed 
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informed that God has reje&ed him (d ). I u 
At firft, with daring falfchood he fteadily |c 
avers to Samuel, that he has obeyed the |; 
commandment of the Lord. Then he 
charges the difobedience upon the people: 
then pretends that the fheep and oxen have 
been faved for the purpofes of facrifice. 
Driven from evafion to evafion, he can no 
longer diffemble his guilt : but is con- 
ftrained to confefs that he has flown upon 
the fpoil, that he has feared the people 
inftead of God, that he has obeyed their 
voice inftead of the voice of God. - The 
extreme folicitude with which, after this 
confeffion, he importunes Samuel to turn 
. with him and honour him before the el- 
ders of the people, demonftrates that the 
refpeft of men is (till the darling objedt of 
his heart. To the conduct of Saul 
throughout the whole of this tranfa&ion 
can a name more appropriate than folly 
be afcribed ? Can any fa£t he afcertained 
.more clearly than the identity of folly 
and fin ? 

Saul is now an outcaft frorti the divine 
favour. He is permitted to retain the 
kingdom during his life : but judgement- 

(</) See alfo 1 Sam. xxviii. 18. 

- s In 
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in its moft terrible form delays not to 
overtake him. The Spirit of the Lord de- 
parts from him. The fuppprt of divine 
grace is in a great meafure withdrawn ; 
and in a proportion precifely correfponding 
he is judicially abandoned to his natural 
depravity. In proportion too as he has 
removed himfelf from the guidance of the 
Moft High, he falls under an oppofite 
control. From time to time an evil fpirit 
from the Lord, an evil fpirit exercifing its 
malignity under the permiflion of Almighty 
God, troubles him. You wonder not, un- 
der thefe circumftances, to behold the re- 
mainder of his days darkened with calami- 
ties and crimes. You' wonder not to fee 
him purfuing year after year the life of 
David ; aiming his javelin at the heart of 
his own fon Jonathan ; maffacring the 
priefts of the '' Moft High with their wives 
and children ; prying into his own deftruc- 
tion by confulting a woman with a fa- 
miliar fpirit : and clofing a long period of 
private and public mifery by an attempt at 
felf-murder ; and finally by imploring and 
receiving death from the hand of an Ama- 
lekite, a furviving fugitive of that nation, 
with refpedt to which he had difobeyed 
the probationary mandate of his God. 

X4 How 
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How (hall the life of Saul be fummarily 
defcribed ? / have Jinned: I have played 
the fool: I have erred exceedingly* Whoft 
are tbefe words ? The words of Saul him- 
felf in his latter days. Do yeu require 
ftronger teftimpny to the identity of folly 
fnd fin ? > 

II. From the foregoing hiftory fevcral 
important observations may be derived. 

We learn, in the firft place, not to re- 
pofe blind and premature confidence on 
fome few promifing appearances as to 
piety. Let every fymptom favourable to 
the fuppofition that religion is the ruling 
principle in the chajafier of another be 
cordially welcomed, and judicioufly tn? 
couraged* But remember the difference 
between the firft tranfadions in the public 
life of Saul, and the general tenor of his 
fubfeqirent proceedings : and learn to guard 
your willing hopes fr on * degenerating into 
fanguiae credulity. Conceive not that an 
amiable deportment, accompanied even 
with ftrpne in$ances of modefty and for- 
bearance, inftances which may originate in 
natural feeling rather than in a defirc of 
pleafing Qod, are demonftrations that the. 
Jieart is religious. Conceive not that e*. 

amjples 



the Character of Saul. 3 1 3 

&mples of religious consideration on fome 
particular occafions are proofs that religion 
\& firmly and durably eftablifhed in the 
boforo. Gold is not known to be genuine, 
until it has ftood the ted of fire. The 
prop is not.eftimated by the blade, but by 
the harveft. Wait until religion has for 
fome time been tried by the temptations of 
life, before you pronounce on its reality* 
Wait until faith has manifefted itfelf in a 
fteady courfe of good works, before you 
pffirm yourfelf certain that it is fineere. 
Wait until the man has habitually fliewa 
himfelf difpofed to facrifice intereft and 
pleafure, evil tempers and evil" practices, 
for the falje of Chrift, before you decidedly 
aver him to be a fervant of Chrift. Che- 
rifli, in judging of others, the warmth and 
the tendernefs of Chriftian charity : but 
j-ecolleg ~ that Ghriftian charity requires 
not that you caft away caution, and dis- 
regard the inftru&ion of experience. 
Above all things, beware of being deluded 
by the contemplation of fcattered tokens 
in your pwr* conduft of love to God into 
a confident opinion refpeding yourfelf. 
Your trials as yet may have been flight. 
Others- far more formidable may be cm 
their way, may be at hand Let him that 

thinkctb 
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thinketh he Jlandeth^ take hted lejl he fall 
Be humble ; be watchful; fhun temptation; 
refift temptation. In the midft of your 
moft earned exertions look for fuccefs 
wholly through fupplication for the grace 
which is in Chrift Jefus. 

Gorifider in the next place the- guilt of 
impatiently endeavouring to attain a pre- 
fent good by departing from the way of 
God'js commandments. The Deity would 
not accept a burnt-offering from Saul, when 
printed in a mannier contrary to his ap- 
pointment. Every thing whiah is not con- 
formable to his revealed will is ;eyiU Are 
you involved in difficulty or trouble ? Are 
you perfuaded not only that you could 
extricate yourfelf, but that you could ac- 
complifh fome purpofe good in itfelf and 
highly defirable, by departing only as it 
were a hair's breadth from the divine law ? 
Do it not. To do evil that good may come is 
declared by St. Paul to be an utterly un- 
chriftiin do&rine. Look back on the dif- 
obedient king of Ifrael. Remember that 
your Lord Is putting you to trial. He is 
proving your patience, your fubmiflion, 
your faith. What if thou feemeft to thy- 
felf to difcern a fliorter way to deliverance 
thata that which He has prefcrihed ? Keep 

thy 
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thy foot from it. It is the path of folly : 
it is the path of fin : it leads to deftru&ion. 
Abide thou in the track of righteoufnefs. 
This is the way. Walk thou in it. ;Tum 
not afide to the right hand or to the left. 
Abide thou in the track of righteoufnefs : 
wait thou the time of the Mod High : 
and in his own time and by the track of 
righteoufnefs the Moft High fhall guide 
thee to peace and to falvation. 

Behold, thirdly, the guilt of ra(h refolu- 
tions and vows. In concerns of import- 
ance, that which is refolved haftily, is com- 
monly refolved foolifhly. But whenever, 
like Saul, a perfon forms a determination, 
or fetters himfelf by an engagement, under 
the precipitate impulfe of paffion : feldom 
£hall a confiderable time elapfe before he 
perceives reafon for deep and lafting re- 
gret. He (hall find himfelf pledged to a 
line of condufk which will entail upon him 
many an hour of forrow. Or he (hall dis- 
cover that his promife cannot be carried 
into effed without fin : and either fhall add 
to his offence by performing it ; or by con- 
fcientioufly declining to fulfil it, fhall excite 
clamour, fufpicion, hatred, and fcorn. Or 
he fhall be tormented by doubts whether 
his refolution was juftjfiable or unwarrant- 
able: 
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able : and hampered by fcruples and un- 
certainty as to the meafures- to be purfued. 
Would you determine wifely ? Would you 
fee the path of duty diftindly ? Would 
you maintain peace of mind and a tran<- 
quil conference ? Refolve with deliberation. 
Fonder all your plans, fix all your pur- 
pofes, with 9 cautions regard to the com- 
mandments of God : and bind not yourfetf 
to any ftep of importance, until you have 
reverently and impartially examined, ac* 
cording to the degree of attention required 
by the nature of the cafe, whether you are 
not plunging yourfelf into temptation or 
entangling yourfelf in tranfgreflion. 

Fourthly, mark the heinoufnefs of fear- 
ing man rather than God. What fin is 
more general ? What fin is more confpi- 
cnoufly arrayed in the attributes of folly ? 
How frequently do men knowingly de- 
viate from the line of fincerity, or partici- 
pate in fome deed of wickednefs, left they 
fhould give offence to a perfon from whotty 
they have expe&ations. How often do 
they yield to intemperance, to extrava- 
gance, to diflipation, to fafhionable follies 
or fafhionable crimes, left they fhould Be 
ridiculed by their companions, or lefe-fri 
the opinion of the neighbourhood, fome 
13 por- 
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portion of ihodifh repute ! Dull of heirift£ 
to the voice of their God, with how quick 
an ear do they catch the rumour of con- 
tempt ! Purblind to the injun&ioris of their 
Saviour, with how fufpicious an eye do 
they look around for th« glance of derifion ! 
How often do they remain filent, when 
they ought to bear their teftimony againft 
unrighteoufnefs J How often, when reli- 
gion i$ fneered at or mifreprefented, do. 
they fhrink through falfe ihame and carnal 
fear from fpeaking the truth in its vindi- 
cation ! Remember the guilt of Saul : trem- 
ble to imitate it. Who art thou that art 
afraid of a man that Jhall die, and of the 
Son of man which Jhall be made as grafs : 
and forgetteji the Lord thy Maker? Let 
the Lord be your fear y let Him be your 
dread. Fear Him who can caft both body 
and foul into hell. Fear Him who has 
declared that, unlefs you confefs Him upon 
earth, He will not confefs you at the day 
of judgement. Fear Him who has fore- 
warned you that, unlefs you are ftedfaftly 
willing to renounce and comparatively to 
hate all things for his fake ; you cannot 
be his difciple, you canngt be waflxed in 
his atoning blood, 

Laftly: 
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Laftly : let the example of Saul admo 
nifli you to frequent meditation on the 
confequences of difobeying God. Thou 
flialt know, like that unhappy king, that 
in every refped thou haft done fooliftily, 
whenever thou haft not kept the command- 
ment of the Lord. Thy worldly projeds 
which thou hopeft to forward by tranf- 
greffing the rule of duty, fhall by that very 
ftep be defeated. Or if for a time they 
appear to have been promoted by thy fin ; 
ere long thou (halt find that they have 
been promoted to thy forrow and confu- 
fion. In difappointment and in fuccefs 
thou fhalt equally reap thy punifhment* 
But are thefe the heavieft effeds of obfti- 
nacy in tranfgreflion ? Prepare thyfelf for 
fever.er judgements. Prepare thyfelf for 
the moft dreadful of the tokens of divine 
indignation. Prepare thyfelf for the de- 
parture of the Holy Spirit of God. Shall 
the heart harden itfelf againft Jehovah ; 
and fhall he not abandon it to itfelf? When 
the Pharifees refufed to liften to the Son 
of God ; he direded his inftrudion to the' 
publicans. When his countrymen at Na- 
zareth perfifted in unbelief; he no longer 
wafted his miracles upon them. When the 
Jews at Antioch rejeded the preaching of 

7 St * 
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St. Paul ; the Apoftle turned, under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghoft, to the Gen- 
tiles. Behold in thefe examples, the efta- 
bliihed courfe of the divine counfels. 
Grace, negleded and abufed, is with- 
drawn. If God (hall withdraw his grace 
from thee ; thou (halt become, like, Saul, 
the fervant of another matter. An evil 
fpirit, that evil fpirit who is the author of 
fin and mifery, (hall feize thee as his prey. 
Then who (hall break thy chains ? Enflaved 
to Satan, thou (halt perform his pleafure 
here: thou (halt fulfil his work, adding 
iniquity to iniquity : and into his kingdom 
(hall death remove thee, there with him 
to be tormented for ever and even 

My brethren ; knowing the terror of the 
Lord % we perfuade men. Reflect and be 
perfuaded. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God. Forget not the bleffings of redemp- 
tion. Glorious as was the earthly domi- 
nion to which Saul was exalted ; how 
faintly does it (hadow out the kingdom 
which the Lord of glory has purchafed 
for you ! Be faithful unto deaths that he 
may give you the crown of life* 
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SERMON XVI. 

On religious Comfort* 



Isaiah, xl. i. 

Comfort ye i , comfort ye », my people , faith your 
God. 

TT is thus that the prophet Ifaiah an- 
nounces the Gofpel to the people of 
Ifrasl. To his evangelical eye, enlightened 
by the fpirit of Jehovah, futurity becomes 
prefent. Through the obfcurity of remote 
ages he beholds the fun of righteoufnefs 
glowing with unclouded beams. What he 
beholds he reveals. He avers to the twelve 
tribes that the word of their God (lands 
faft for ever; that at the appointed himr, 
however diftant, God will eftablifh the co- 
venant made with their forefathers ; that 
He will fend the promifed Redeemer, who 
fhall feed his flock as a fhepherd, preach 

good 
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good tidings unto the meek, bind up the 
broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and comfort all that mourn. But 
the Gofpel was not to be. good tidings only 
to the pofterity of Jacob. Its confolations 
were to extend, as Ifaiah repeatedly de- 
clares, to the Gentiles, to the utmoft corners 
of the world In unifon with the decla- 
rations of this eminent Meflenger of God ; 
with the primeval covenant to Abraham, 
that in his feed all the nations of the earth 
fliould be blefled ; and with the cortefpond- 
ing promifes of the Moft High renewed 
from generation to generation, by fucceed- 
ing prophets ; is the voice of the Angel, 
who communicates the birth of Chrift to 
the ihepherds : Behold^ I bring, you good ti- 
dings of great joy ) which Jhall be to all peo- 
ple. Confidering therefore the words of 
the text as pertaining no lefs to ourfelves 
than to the inhabitants of Judea to whom 
thf y were addrefled ; I would endeavour, 
under the bleffing of God, to apply them 
tc^ pur immediate inftrudtion. 

Comfort ye y comfort ye 9 my people^ faith 
jour God. 

t We have here from the lips of eternal 
truth, the afTurance of a very great bleffing 
to^follow from the preaching of the Gofpel ; 

I-VOL.II. Y Comfort: 
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Comfort: and a defcriptioi> of the perfons 
to whom the blefling belongs ; My people. 
I propofe in the firft place to fhew what 
v the comfort is, which the gofpel of our 
Lord conveys to^mankind : and afterwards 
todefcribe the perfons, .who are authorifed 
to take that comfort to themfelves. 

I. Whenever we fpeak of comforting 
another, the very expreffion implies that 
he is in tribulation and diftrefs. When the 
Gofpel of Chrift is ftated as bringing com- 
fort to men ; the ftatement itfelf proves 
that, without the Gofpel of Chrift, the 
condition of men muft be wretched. If 
the Gofpel is to minifter effe&ual comfort 
under that wretchednefs, it muft meet all 
our wants : it muft lay open a method of 
complete deliverance from the evils of 
every kind under which we labour. Ex- 
amine then what is the fituation of men, 
of every one of us, by nature : and fearch 
whether Jefus Chrift has not provided for 
us in his unbounded mercy the means of 
being refcued from all the miferies,to which 
by nature we are fubjed. 

What is the fituation in which each of 

you finds himfelf, in confequence of that 

corrupt nature which you have brought 

8 into 
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Into the ,world ? Ybu difcover that from 
the earlieft period which you can recolledt 
you have been prone to fin. Sin (hewed 
fymptoms of its power over you iji your 
infancy. As childhood advanced, . fin ma- 
nifefted itfelf in additional fhapes. Youtk 
came attended with new offences. Man- 
hood added to the number. You perceive 
the imagination of your heart ftill to be 
evil continually. In word, or in thought, 
or in temper, or in . conduct, you difcern 
that you are a perpetual tranfgreffor : dis- 
regarding God, .unwilling to obey Him, 
weary of ferving Him, diftruftful of his 
Providence^ difcontented with his appoint- 
ments ; injurious to your neighbour, un- 
kind, unforgiving, full of felfifhnefs, en- 
vious, proud, ambitious. Nor can you 
prefume to whifper to yourfelf that, when 
you trefpafs againft heaven and before man^ 
you do not know that you are offending: 
or that you are conftrained to offend ia 
oppofition to your judgement and choice. 
Whatever plea may be alleged in fpecial 
inftances of ignorance or of furprife ; you 
in general fin againft your knowledge and 
conviction. In almoft every c$fe of fin, 
your confcience either reproaches you at 
the time j ox would have reproached you, 
Y2 if 
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if you had not wilfully fluit your ears, and 
denied yourfelf leifure to liften to its warn- 
ings. And when you tranfgrefs tliroligk 
ignorance ; are you not ignorant, becaufe 
you would not labour to obtain inftrudion ? 
Thus you find yourfelf a finner ; a grie- 
rous finner ; a finner times without num- 
ber; a finner without excufe. Guilt, if 
you deal fairly with your own bofom, 
ftares you in the face. Confidence ex- 
claims that you deferve punifhment : that 
a holy God abhors fin: that a juft God 
will avenge his broken law, and punifh 
finners as they deferve. You have finned : 
the penalty of fin will be exa&ed. That 
penalty you are unable to difcharge. In 
the debtor who owed ten thoufand talents, 
and pofTefTed not any thing which could 
contribute towards payment, you recognize 
yourfelf. What amends can you offer to 
God even for the fmalleft inftance of fin I 
Can you undo the paft ? Even if hence- 
forth you could wholly abftain from tranf- 
greffion, would that abftinence be more 
than your duty ? It could not annihilate 
an atom of antecedent guilt ; nor turn afide 
a fingle ftroke of the fcourge brandifhed 
over you. Is it not thus under human 
laws * If a man perpetrates a inurder j does 

his 
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his forbearance from additional murders 
releafe him from the fentence of the law 
incurred by that which he has committed ? 
But you diftin&ly perceive that, even if 
you could have the option of buying par- 
don for the paft by future abftinence from 
(in ; you rauft defpair of the purchafe on 
thofe terms. You are convinced that, if at 
this moment pardon for all the fins of which 
you have been guilty were gratuitoufly bc- 
ftowed ; you muft expe&, according to 
mournful experience, to fubje& yourfelf 
afrefh by new offences every year, every 
day, to the indignation and vengeance of 
God; and be filled with foreboding terrors 
of punifhment in the world to come. 
Then, with refpe& to the prefent life ; how 
deftitute of comfort, without the Gofpel, 
js the condition of men ! Man is born to 
trouble. Difeafe, weakneft, and pain, po- 
verty, danger and diiappoiotment, the loft 
of thofe whom we love, diftrefs by laud 
and by fea, at home and abroad, thefe are 
among the natural evils entailed upon mzn~ 
kind. Of the greater part <A thefe evils 
you ail muft hare experience- Of this bit- 
ter cup joa all muft drink. How grie- 
vous muft be the Vurden of thefe afflictions, 
if there be no praJpect beyo&A the grave 
Y 3 capable 
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if you had 'not wilfully fluit your ears, and 
denied yourfelf leifure to liften to its warn- 
ings. And when you tranfgrefs through 
ignorance ; are you not ignorant, becaufe 
you would not labour to obtain inftruftion ? 
Thus you find yourfelf a finner ; a grie- 
tous finner ; a finner times without num- 
ber; a finner without excufe. Guilt, if 
you deal fairly with your own bofom, 
ftares you in the face. Confcience ex- 
claims that you deferve punifhment : that 
a holy God abhors fin: that a juft God 
will avenge his broken law, and punifh 
finners as they deferve. You have finned : 
the penalty of fin will be exa&ed. That 
penalty you are unable to difcharge. In 
the debtor who owed ten thoufand talents, 
and poffefled not any thing which could 
contribute towards payment, you recognize 
yourfelf. What amends can you offer to 
God even for the fmalleft inftance of fin I 
Can you undo the paft ? Even if hence- 
forth you could wholly abftain from tranf- 
greffion, would that abftinence be more 
than your duty ? It could not annihilate 
an atom of antecedent guilt ; nor turn afide-= 
a fingle ftroke of the fcourge brandifhed— : 
over you. Is it not thus under humane 
laws? If a man perpetrates a inurder j does& 

hi& 
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his forbearance from additional murders 
releafe him from the fentence of the law 
incurred by that which he has committed ? 
But you diftin&ly perceive that, even if 
you could have the option of buying par- 
don for the paft by future abftinence from 
fin ; you muft defpair of the purchafe on 
thofe terms. You are convinced that, if at 
this moment pardon for all the fins of which 
you have been guilty were gratuitoufly be- 
ftowed ; you muft expedt, , according to 
mournful experience, to fubjeft yourfelf 
afrefli by new offences every year, every 
day, to the indignation and vengeance of 
God; and be filled with foreboding terrors 
of punifhment in the world to come* 
Then, with refpeft to the prefent life ; how 
deftitute of comfort, without the Gofpel, 
is the condition of men ! Man is born to 
trouble. Difeafe, weaknefe, and pain, po- 
verty, danger and difappointment, the lbfs 
of thofe whom we love, diftrefs by land 
and by fea, at home and abroad, thefe are 
among the natural evils entailed upon man- 
land. Of the greater part of thefe evils 
you all muft have experience. Of this bit- 
ter cup you ail muft drink. How grie- 
vous muft be the burden of thefe affii&ions, 
If there be no profped beyond the gravd 
Y 3 capable 
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capable of affording prefent alleviation! 
How wretched muft be the fituation of 
man by nature ; prefent forrow, defpond^ 
ency as to future happinefs, dread of fu- 
ture punifhment. In the midft of thefe 
miferies the Gofpel addreffes you. What 
is its voice ? The voice of comfort. What 
is its intelligence? Glad tidings of great 
joy to all people : to all people ; for to all 
it offers comfort ; on all it beftows the 
power of profiting by the good tidings 
which it conveys. It fets before all people 
a Saviour, who died for the fins of the 
whole world : who invites every man to 
come unto him for comfort: who pro- 
fnifes to receive all that come unto him ; 
who beftows upon all moral ability to come 
unto him that they may have life. " Come 
" unto me," faith your Redeemer, " and 
" all your maladies fliall be remedied,* all 
u your neceflities fliall be fupplied. What 
" though you , have committed numberlefs 
" fins J I offer to you unlimited pardon. 
" What though the law of God which you 
ic have violated, the law to which you can 
" render no fatisfa&ion, denounces its curfe 
" upon your head ? Fear not. I have 
" turned the curfe afide from you : I have 
? borne it myfelf in your behalf. I have 

w Tul- 
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* c fulfilled the law : I have made an atone- 
*' merit. What though you are immerfed 
* c in weaknefs and corruption ; unable to 
** think any thing good of yourfelf ; uo- 
" able to will or to do ; unable to difcover 
" the method of pleafing God ; unable to 
" continue in the patfr of righteoufnefs 
" were you placed in it ? In your weak- 
ic nefs my ftrength fhall be made manifeft 
a and perfected. Your corruption I will 
" cleanfe, in the fountain which I have 
w opened for uncleannefs and fin. By 
*} the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, whofe 
<c influence is at my difpofal, I will en- 
" lighten your underftanding and renew. 
* c your heart. From Me you fhall learn 
'* the will of my Father : from Me you 
" fhall have grace whereby you may ferve 
" Him acceptably^ What though you are 
- * c furrounded by prefent evils ? I am head 
* c over ail things. All things fhall work 
" together for good to you in the end. I 
" lead you to a world where there fhall be 
w neither pain nor forrow nor death. 
" Your friends who fleep in Me fhall God 
*' bring with Him. Your light afflictions 
cc which are but for a moment, fhall work 
** for you a for more exceeding and eternal 
*' weight of glory." 

Y4 Ar * 
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Arc not thefe glorious offers ? Are not 
thefe promifes of comfort ? Is not the 
glory difplaycd to every man ? Is not the 
comfort placed freely within the reach of 
every man? Well may. the Gofpel be 
pronounced good tidings of great joy to all 
people ! 

*l\.' But will all men attain to the glory? 
Is the comfort fealed to every man ? The 
Scriptures conftrain us to anfwer, " No." 
They who at the great day (hall receive 
the fentence, Depart from me, ye curfed> 
into everlajlingfre^ for ever fall ftiort of the 
glory ; have had no effe&ual intereft in the 
comfort. 7° whom then are the glorious 
confolations of the Gofpel to be applied ? 
The Lord God himfelf anfwers the queftion : 
" Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people? 
My people are the perfons, my people are 
the only perions, who fhall be admitted into 
My kingdom of glory. My people are the 
perfons, My people are the only perfons, 
to whom during their continuance upon 
earth the comforts of the Gofpel belong. 

Who then are the people of God ? That 
is the momentous queftibft. 

To render you at prefent one of the 

people of God is it fufficient to have been 

10 baptized 
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iptized into the Chriftian church ? Is it 
ifficient fpeculatively to believe the truth 
f Chriftianity ? Is it fufficient to avow 
ourfelf a Chriftian, and to attend Chrif- 
an worfhip ? Is it fufficient to feel plea- 
ire in difcourfe concerning religion, and 
> be eager in frequenting a multitude of 
sligious ordinances? If no one ofthefe 
articulars is by itfelf fufficient to prove 
ou to belong to the people of God j are all 
f them together fufficient ? Turn to the 
criptures. Propofe your queftion. Who 
re the people of God ? Receive the an- 
wer from the Holy Ghoft by the mouth 
f St. John. Beloved ! he that doeth good 
• of God a\ He, and he only, is one of 
lie people of God, who in heart and life 
\ truly a Chriftian. He, and he only, is 
t prefent entitled to the comforts of the 
>ofpel ; heand he only fhall receive eternal 
onfolation in heaven ; who has that ge- 
luine faith in Chrift which worketh by 
3ve ; who demonftrates that he belongs 
3 God by faithful obedience to his com~ 
landments. 

Beloved! he that doeth good is of God: 
ut he that doeth evil, hath not feen God; 

(a) 3 John, 10, 11. 

underftands 
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underftatfds not God, belongs not to IJim. 
Is this the only paffage in wfiich St. John 
declares that faithful obedience is the teft 
by which you are to judge, whether you 
are of the people of God ? Let the Apoftlc 
reply for himfelf. Little children^ let no 
man deceive you. He that doeth righteouf 
nefs is righteous : he that committetb\fm is 
of the devil In this the children of God 
are manifejied^ and the children of the devil: 
whofoever doeth not righteoufnefs is not ef 
God. Every one that doeth righteoufnefs is 
born of God. Every one that loveth God 
and his neighbour is born of God. And this 
is the love of God > that we keep his command' 
ments. He that keepeth his commandments^ • 
tlie commandments of Chrift, dwelleth in 
Him. If any man love the worlds the lufi of 
theflefh, and the lujl of the eyes r and the pride 
of life ; the love of the Father is not in him. 
If we fay that we hav$ fellow/hip with Him, 
and walk in darknefs ; we lie (b). But 
perhaps you deetn St. John Angular in this 
doftrine. What then faith our Saviour ? 
If a man love me y he will keep my words : 
he that love, h me not keepeth not myfayings. 

{&) i John, Hi. 7,8. 10. ii. 29. iv. 7. v. 3. iii. 24. 
ii. 15, 16. i. 6. * 

He 
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He that keepeth my commandments, he it is 
bat loveth me. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatfoever I command you. Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit : 
r o Jhall ye be my difciples {c). Is not the 
beloved difciple in complete accordance 
with his Mailer ? But after the afcenfion 
of our Lord do the other Apoftles agree 
with St. John in preaching this do&rine ? 
Hear, in the firft place, St. James. Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own fives. . What doth it pro- 
fit, though a man fay he hath faith, and have 
not works ? Can faith fave him ? Know % 
vain man, that faith without works is 
dead (d). Againft whom does St. Jude 
direft the condemning force of his Epiftle ? 
Againft men polluted by continuance in 
fin ; concerning whom he pronounces 
that, becaufe they, walk after their own un- 
godly lufis, they have not the Spirit, {e). 
How fpeaketh St Peter ? His Epiftles are 
replete with exhortations to holinefs as in- 
difpen fable to falvation ; and warnings 
againft fin as the forerunner of deftrudlion. 
He defcribes Chriftians as appointed through 

(c) John, xiv. 21. 23, 24. xv. 14. 8. (d) James, 

i. 22,. ii. 14. 20. (*) Jude, 1 8, 19. 

fandiification 
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fanftification of the Spirit unto obedience. 
He commands them to be obedient children^ 
not fajhioning themfelves according to the 

former lujis in their ignorance ', but to be holy 
in all manner. of conv erf ation : to abftainfrom 

fiefbly lujis which war agafnjl the foul : to : 
efchew evil and do good, if they love life ; to 
add to their faith virtue and knowledge and 
temperance and patience and godlinefs and 
brotherly kindnefs and charity, if they would 
have an entrance minijlered unto them into . 
the everlajling kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrifl (f). The only re- 
maining writer of Epiftles, whether addref- 
fed to individuals, to particular churches, 
or to Chriftians at large, is St. Paul. Is he 
of the fam,e fentiments with his brethren I 
Time allows me to produce but few' of his 
expreflions : but they (hall be fuch as are 
decifive. They that are Chri/Fs, have cru- 
cified the flejh with the ajfeftions and lujis. _ 
If any man have not the Spirit of Chrijl, he 
is none of His. As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God they are the fons of God (g). 
How is a perfon to know whether he is 
led by the Spirit of God ? By examining 

(/) I Pet. i. 2. 14, 15. ii. ii. Hi. 10, 11. 2 Pet. 
1. 5, 6. 11. {%) Gal. v. 24. Rom. viii. 9. 14. 

whether 
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whether the fruits of the Spirit are brought 
forth in him. What are the fruits of the 
Spirit ? St. Paul replies ; The fruit of the 
Spirit is aH goodnefs and rigbteoufnefs and 
truth ; love, joy, peace \ long-fuffering, gen- 
flene/sj faitb y meeknefs^ temperance^ every 
good word and work [b). 

All 'thefe teftimonies, my brethren, whe- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift or of his 
Apoftles, breathe the fame language, pro- 
claim the fame truth. They proclaim that 
God acknowledges not any man as one of 
His people, who does not habitually and 
unrefervedly labour in all things to keep His 
commandments. Evangelical obedience is 
to be the foundation of evangelical com- 
fort. It is by obedience, not feparated 
From faith, but wrought through faith and 
Ln evidence of faith : not regarding it- 
felf as poflefTed of any native holinefs, but 
afcribing every thing in itfelf which is 
pure to the Spirit of grace : not laying 
claim to recompenfe as of debt, as in any 
degree purchafed by inherent merit of 
works, but looking for reward entirely as 
of grace, as in every particular from firft 
to kft purchafed by the juftifying atone- 

(b) Ephef. t. 9. Ga}. v. 22, 23. 2 ThefT. ii. 16, 17. 

roeqt 



334 & n re ^P 0US Comfort * 

merit of Chrift : it is by this obedience and 
by this only that you can prove yourfelves 
to be the people of God, that you can be- 
come entitled as fuch to the confolations 
of the Gofpel. v 

Let us proceed briefly to apply the ob- 
fervations which have been made. 

Truth, by eftablifhing itfelf, overthrows 
error, and diflipates delufion. If a true 
ftandard of judgement be recognifed; the 
authority of eyery falfe ftandard is de- 
ftroyed. If Chriflian obedience be the 
criterion by which you are commanded to 
judge of your title to comfort j can any 
other criterion be necefTary ? Can any 
other be fafe? Can any other be fcrip- 
tural ? You perhaps have been accuftqmed 
to believe that God has been pleafed by a 
fovereign decree to feledt from the mafs of 
mankind certain favoured individuals j 
whom, while he leaves the reft of the 
pofterity of Adam to merited punifhment, 
lie exclufively crowns with the privileges 
of mercy. a Thefe," you have faid to 
yourfelf, " are the eled of God : thefe are 
" the heirs of falvation and its attendant 
" bleffings. To this chofen number I 
" belong. To me, as belonging to them* 
" the comforts of the Gofpel, prefent and 

" future, 
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c< future, are enfu^ed." Unbiafled re- 
fearches into Scripture, and a clofer com- 
panion of things fpiritual with fpiritual,, 
might poflibly convince you that your 
fundamental do&rine is not the do<5trine 
of your Lord. But what if it were ? 
Why fpeak you of comfort belonging to 
you as one of the eledt ; when your Lord 
pronounces it to belong only to t)ie obe- 
dient ? If you are not faithful in obedience ; 
will you prefume, under pretence of being 
one of the ele£, to take cQmfort in con- 
tradiction to the declaration of Jefus 
Chrift ? If you are faithful in obedience ; 
is any thing farther requifite to authorife 
you to apply to yourfelf the comforts, 
which Jefus Chrift affures to the obedient ? 
Or have you, on your own principles, 
any right to confider yourfelf as one of 
the ele& of God longer than while you 
continue faithful in obedience ? 

But your miftake may be of a different 
kind. " I have experienced," you affirm, 
4 * an internal impulfe, an impreflion from 
" above, an indefcribable fenfation of peace 
" and joy wrought, in my heart by the 
" Holy Ghoft, as a feal and pledge of the 
44 a&ual forgivenefs of my fins.. When a 
" reconciled God has thus fpoken peace 
" -* to 
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u to my foul ; do I not well to take to 
u myfelf the comforts of the Gofpel V 
Undoubtedly ; if God has authorifed you 
to regard Him as having thus fpoken peace 
to your foul. But where is your warrant 
to place your confidence on an inward im- 
pulfe ; to regard an indeterminate feeling 
as an impreffion from the Holy Ghoft, 
as a token and feal of forgivenefs? I read 
in the Word of God ; When the wicked 
man turneth away from his wickednefs which 
he hath committed, and doeth that which is 
lawful and right, hejhallfave his foul alive. 
In the fame infallible word I read that in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guijh, (hall be upon every foul of man that 
doeth evil. I read that he who evinces 
his repentance and his faith by obedience, 
is forgiven ; that he who is difobedient 
ftands at prefent condemned. But where 
am I referred to impreflions and impulfes? 
Recoiled the credulity of the human 
mind on all fubjedts with which fervid 
paffions are intermingled : the recorded 
extravagances of the imagination ; the in- 
coflftant fludtuations of internal feelings, 
according to the viciflitudes of ftronger or 
weaker fpirits, of health and ficknefs, of 
profperity and adverfity ; and the facility 

with 
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"with which men of lively conceptions and 
flender judgement work themfelves into a 
perfuafion, that they experience an indefi- 
Bitc impuife, which they are taught to 
expe& and are eager to receive ; and the 
tfifiuiulty with which men of contrary 
(lislities would venture to credit a fimilpr 
?r*fation, Meditate on thefe unqiieftionable 
•uths; and you may fee reafon warmly 
> thank your God, that he has no,t di- 
sced you to judge of your date by a 
ague and variable and tranfient criterion, 
criterion fitted to produce prefumption 
►x- defpair ; but refers you to plain and 
Lxfcftantial fails, to the habitual frame of 
rour heart nianifefting itfelf in pra&i.ce, 
o a ftandard which fcarcely leaves the 
poffibility of dclufion to him who applies 
it with devout and inveftigating obferva- 
tion. And what though you perfift in your 
do&rine ? Will you exalt an impuife, of 
which you cannot certainly know that it 
proceeds from the Holy Ghoft, above the 
Scriptures, which you acknowledge to pro- 
ceed from Him? If you are habitually 
obedient to Chrift through faith ; do you 
deem the fcriptural promife of forgive- 
** e Is to all who thus obey Him an infuffi- 
: *^nt fecurity, an inadequate ground 
Vol. II. Z o£ 
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6f comfc^t ? If you are habitually difobc* 
dient; will you believe on the credit of an 
impulfe that you are forgiven, in opppfi- 
tion to the Scriptures which pronounce you 
to be in a ftate of condemnation ? 

In the two examples already brought 
forward, you have heard the truths incul- 
cated by the text applied to the corre&ion 
of errors in judging of our ftate, which 
arife from inaccurate views of Chriftian 
dodlrine. Let me now apply thofe truths to 
an error conne&ed with mifapprehcnfioik 
of the duty of a preacher. 

Many perfons cherifh very imperfect 
and partial views of the proper nature of* 
preaching. They relifh no difcourfes, ex— 
cept fuch as they term comfortable. They 
delight to hear of the freenefs of the Gos- 
pel ; of the fulnefs of the Gofpel ; of the 
privileges of the Gofpel ; of the comforts 
of the Gofpel : of any thing rather than 
the duties of the Gofpel. In their hearts, 
if not with their lips, they are prepared to 
fay to their minifter, as the Jews faid to 
Ifaiah; Prophefy not unto us right things: 
Jpeak unto us fmooth things (/). They re 
member not the admonition which St. Pai 

(i) Ifaiiili, xxx. 10. 

delive 
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ivefed to Timothy, that it might be the 
e of his preaching : All Scripture is pro* 
blefor doElrine^for reproof, for correBton i 
inJlruElion in righteoufnefs : that the man 
3od may be perfeEl, thoroughly furnifljed 
i all good works (^). If you love not 
iear the ftri& and holy morality of the 
w Teftament prefled and enforced upon 
a by Chriftian principles : is it not a proof 
t you do not relifh the ftri&nefs and 
inefs of that morality ? Is it not a 
)of of a fecret confcioufnefs that your 
>rality is not of that ftri£t and holy na- 
e ? If it is with reluctance that you lend 
ur ear, whenever the terrors referved 
the wicked are proclaimed : is it not a 
>of . either that you prefumptuoufly 
igine yourfelf unconcerned in thofe de- 
iciations of divine vengeance ; or that 
1 wifh to fmother and lay afleep jjrour 
yard mifgivings of fin ? Injudicious and 
igerous is that fpiritual phyfician, who 
nipifters little except opiates and cor- 
Is. Ignorant and deluded is that private 
riftian, who condemns and reje&s every 
ier mode of treatment. Let your wounds 
fearched to the bottom, if you are fo- 

(£) 2 Tim, iii. 1 6, 17. 

Z 2 licitous 
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Hcitous that they fhould be healed. Wel- 
come every degree of difcipline neceflary 
to your everlafting health? Apply not to 
yourfelf the comforts of the Gpfpel farther 
than the predominant frame of your tem- 
pers, difpofitions, and defires, and the ha- 
bitual courfe of your life and conventions 
afford evidence on which you may be 
fcripturally authorifed to hope that, at pre- 
fent, you belong to the people of God.* If 
you are not living unto Chrift through 
faith ; if your converfation is not fuch as 
becometh the Gofpel of Chrift ; if yott 
walk not worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called ; if you are not proved 
to be one of the peculiar people of Chrift by 
being purified from the dominion of cor- 
rupt tempers, principles, and practices, 
and by having become zealous of good 
works : to prefume on the comforts of the 
Gofpel is unwarranted and deftruftive. 

But if, after deep and devout felf-exami- 
nation, you have folid reafon to hope that 
faith in the Son of God has led you to de- 
light in his commandments ; if it be your 
prevailing d^fire that the renewing grace 
of the Holy Spirit fhould fan&ify your 
heart unto obedience; if \t be your habitual 
ftpdyand endeavour to hring every thought, 
2 every 
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every temper, every a&ion, into fubjec- 
tion to the laws and conformity with the 
example of your Lqrd ; to love God above 
all things, and man, in the next place, 
for the fake of God ; and to manifeft the 
ftedfaftnefs and fervency of your love to 
God and man by uniform and unequivocal 
deeds 9 by living to the glory of your hea- 
venly King and the good of your fellow- 
creatures ; then may you humbly confide 
that you are at prefent one of the people of 
God ; then may you regard yourfelf as enti- 
tled by the mercy of Chrift to apply to your 
own comfort the promifes of the Gofpel. 
Remember, however, the ground on which 
you ftand. Remember that, if your obe- 
dience begins to flag ; if a worldly fpirit 
gains ftrength in your bofom ; exadtly in 
the lame proportion your title to comfort 
is undermined. The righleoufnefs of the 
righteous Jhall not deliver him in the day of 
bis tranjgrejjion. When the righteous turn- 
tfh from bis righteoufnefs and committeth 
iniquity ; he Jhall even die thereby. Re- 
member that when St. Paul befeeches 
God to comfort the hearts of the Thefla- 
lonians, that petition is conne&ed with a 
fecond prayer indifpenfable to the fuccefs of 
the former ; that He would eftablifh them 
Z3 ^ 
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in every good word and work. Blejfed 
N are they faith our Saviour, by the mouth 
of St. John, almoft as it were clofing the 
volume of Scripture with the momentous 
warning ; blejfed are they that do his com- 
matidmentS) that they may have a right to the 
tree of life (/). Brethren ! remain ftedfaft 
in obedience. So fhall the God of hope Jll 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope through the power 
of the Holy Ghojl {m). 

(/) Rey. xxii. 14. (wj Rom. xv. 1 3. 



SERMON XVII. 

On religious Defpondence. 



Psalm xxxviii. 6. 



/ am troubled; I am bowed down greatly ; I 
go mourning all the day long. 

'TpHE eyes of the mind, no lefsthan 
thofe of the 'body, are incompetent 
to fuftain, without being dazzled and be- 
wildered, a fudden tranfition from darknefs 
to light. The obje&s which float befbni 
them, new, dimly viewed, imperfe&ly . 
comprehended, are divefted of their pro-^ 
per fhapes, their native*' colours, their 
genuine dimenfions, their wonted accom- 
paniments, their obvious ufe and applica- 
tion ; and not unfrequently prefent them- 
felves as gigantic phantoms, 1 arrayed in 
imaginary terrors. It is only by collect- 
ing the powers which Providence has im- 
Z 4 planted, 
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planted, by exercifing them with difcretion, 
by gradually rendering them familiar with 
unaccuftomed fcenes, by reforting to ap- 
propriate means for ftrengthening their 
debility and rectifying their errors, that 
the recently awakened organ learns to 
judge, to difcriminate, to underftand j to 
appreciate the various fubje&s of its con- 
templation ; to dired them to the ends 
which they are feverally calculated to an- 
fwer; to invite affiftance and to derive 
confolation from every quarter whence 
by the appointment of Heaven the bleffings 
inay be obtained.; and, while it diftin- 
guifhes between real artd fancied dangers, 
and feduloufly guards -again ft perils a&u* 
ally fupervening, to difmifs groundlefs 
alarm. 

When perfons who have lived not unto 
Chrift who died for thetn, but unto them* 
felves ; whether immerfed in the groflhefs 
of open vice* abforbed in the cares of the 
world, funk in fluggifh indifference, or 
refting on pun&ilioufnefs of moral de- 
corum ; when fuch perfons by the efFec* 
tual application of the word of God, by 
ficknefs, by adverfity, by the lofs of a dear 
friend or relative, or by fome equally fea- 
fonable operation of the vifiting hand oi 

Omnipotence, 
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Omnipotence, are rOufed from their fpi- 
ritual lethargy : when they perceive that 
their life has been a fhadow, a dream, a 
childifli play, a tiffue of duties negle&ed 
and wilful tranfgreffions: when they furvey 
the holinefs , and the juftice of God 
whom they have defpifed, and fee them- 
felves fufpended by the thread of mor- 
' tality over the abyfs of eternal condemna- 
tion : it is not unufual for their terror and 
deje&ion to fettle into the bitternefs of 
defpondence. ■ The curfes of the broken 
law, the thunders of inevitable vengeance, 
found inceffantly in their ears. Before 
their eyes the books are opened: ancl the 
long catalogue of their fins written ' in the 
books overwhelms them with agonifing 
difmay. Groaning under the anguifh ex- 
perienced by the affli&ed Pfalmift, but 
deftitute of the gleam of comfort which, in 
the humble confcioufnefs of penitence, he 
ventured to cherifh; they are troubled^ 
they are bowed down greatly \ they go mourn- 
ing all the day long. % The arrows of the 
Lord Jlick fajl in them; and His hand prejf* 
eth them for e^ There is nofoundnefs in thfir 
jftejh becaufe of His anger ; neither is there 
any refi in their bones becaufe of their fn. 
For their iniquities are gone over their head; 

as 
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as an feavy burthen they are too heavy fir 
them. They are feeble and fore broken ; they 
roar by reafon of the difquietnefs of their 
heart. Adopting with fad convidtion thi$ 
defcription of their own miferies, they 
prefume not with David to fubjoin ; In thee, 
O Lord, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord, 
my God. " Ours," they exclaim, a are the 
" threatenings of Scripture : its promifes 
€i belong not to us." 

I propofe, in the firft place, to defcribe 
the general circum fiances attending reli- 
gious defpondence : fecondly, to point out 
the ground of cure : thirdly, to fpecify and 
examine the principal arguments which 
the deje&ed individual frequently alleges 
as proofs, that he is not warranted to ap- 
ply to himfelf the promifes of the Scrip- 
tures : and laftly to addrefs fome pra&ical 
directions to perfons who experience a 
pronenefs to religious defpondence. 

I. When religious defpondence takes 
pofleffion of the mind, a new and delufive 
medium interpofes itfelf between the fuf- 
ferer and all the objects which he con- 
templates. To his eyes every incident 
aflumes an alarming chara&er. In the 
common events of life he perceives the 

hand 
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fiand of God (fetched forth againft him. 
The ordinary courfe of Providence is 
transformed into a fucceflion of fpecial 
judgements. " All thefe things/' cries the 
terrified mourner, " are againft me : mani- 
" feftations of divine difpleafure ; inflic- 
" tions of penal vengeance ; warnings of 
" irrevocable exclufion from God !" Paft 
offences prefent themfelves in the garb of 
lingular enormity. And fometimes one of 
the leaft confiderable deviations from duty, 
a deviation perhaps originating in error 
and inadvertence, preffes forward on the 
imagination as one of the greateft of 
crimes j and forms the groundwork of dis- 
torted reafonings, and of intolerable dread. 
The body participates with the mind. The 
reftlefs fword wears away its fcabbard. 
Nervous agitation undermines health. 
Health undermined aggravates nervous 
agitation. Exertion becomes feeble and 
reluctant ; gradually intermits, progref- 
lively declines. Relative; focial, and do- 
jneftic duties are neglected. Activity and 
alacrity, fources heretofore of pleafure no 
jlefs than iriftruments of ufefulnefs, are ab- 
sorbed in liftlefs melancholy. Diflatisfac- 
tion fpeedily becomes vifible in the counte- 
nances of the lefs religious members of the 

family 
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family. From a clouded and unfocial home 
they fly in queft of cheerfulnefs abroad \ 
and day by day are ftrengthened in the per- 
fuafion that gloom is the infeparable con* 
comitant of piety. The fufferer mean-» 
while is agitated by increafing anxiety and 
forrow. — u I fee the decay of affeftion in 
** thofe to whom I was mod dear. I am 
u a burthen to all ; an obftacle to religion j 
u forfaken of God ; continually more and 
more odious in his fight. Well may I 
be troubled : well may I be bowed down 
greatly ; well may I go mourning all the 
day long !" The load of affii&ioo is 
not feldom aggravated by the mcaftires 
which are adopted for the purpofe of re- 
moving it. ynfeeling cenfurers confpire 
with injudicious friends. At one time de- 
je&ion is encountered with harfhnefs ; at 
another with negleft j at another with 
peremptory oppofition ; at another with 
Hind and debilitating tendernefs. But the 
\fovereign remedy ^xrefcribed by the worldly* 
minded is diflipation. The affli&ed party 
is prohibited from meditating on the fub- 
je& pf religion ; an injun£Hon alike abfurd 
in itfelf and impoffible to be obeyed : and 
is hurried from place to place, from com- 
pany to company, from amufemenr to 
' amufement» 
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amiifement, that neither opportunity, nor 
Icifure may be afforded for reflection* By 
this procefs the portion of mental anguifli 
which may be attributed to bodily indifpo- 
iition is occafionally relieved. But, amid 
changing fcenes and changing occupations, 
the root of the malady remains untouched 
in the heart. The fouldifqerns the futility 
of the means employed for its comfort : / 
and by the difcovery is confirmed in its 
diftrefs. If the tempeft fubfides, it is only 
to recur with augmented violence : or to 
fettle into the fatal calm of felf- right eouf- 
nefs and unconcern. Such is the nature, 
and fuch is the fuccefs, of the meafures to 
which the relatives and connedions of the 
fufferer commonly refort. The modes of 
relief purfued by the defponding party often 
prove equally inefficacious, or equally in- 
jurious. Attempts are made to quiet the 
confeience by voluntary aufterities, by di- 
verfified experiments of mortification and 
penance. Or counfel is eagerly fought on 
every fide from dogmatical and difcordant 
advifers. Or a multitude of religious bookfr 
is indifcriminately accumulated and de^ 
voured : error, erudition, criticifm, contro-* 
verfy, unite in augmenting perplexity: 
and the mind wanders from volume to 

volume, . 
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volume, without guide or clue, bewildered^ 
unfettled, confounded, and difmayed. Hence 
has followed delufion, hence -enthufiafm ; 
hence has melancholy been impelled to the 
confines of frenzy. The Scriptures them- 
felves, partially examined and applied, are 
,heard to utter no voice but that of terror. 
The judgements in ftore for the impenitent 
form the theme of incefiant meditation. 
When the eye cafually meets a promife or 
an encouragement, it hurries away as from 
forbidden ground. Had Eve fled from the 
interdicted tree with the trembling perfe- 
verance with which the victims of defpon- 
dence fly from the confolations of Holy 
Writ ; neither her forrows nor theirs; nor 
thofe of the human race, had been known* 

II. What then, amid thefe jarring re- 
fources unaVailingly employed for the at- 
tainment of relief, are the genuine grounds 
of cure ? 

By devout, comprehenfive and impartial 
felf-examination let the fufferer labour to 
fatisfy himfelf, whether he feels a deep and 
abiding conviction of his guilt ; and whe- 
ther he cherifhes a rooted and earned de- 
fire to be delivered through the Lord Jefus 
Chrift y not only from the puniihment but 

from 
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from the dominion of (in. If he feels not 
this conviction, and cherifhes not this de- 
fire; it cannot with truth be affirmed that 
he repents. If he labours under the con- 
viction of guilt and the dread of punifh- 
ment ; yet is no farther folicitous to be 
livered from the dominion of fin than in 
proportion as he difcerns that penal confe- 
quences are the attendants of tranfgreffion : 
fin is not hated for its own fake, is not 
abhorred as odious to God : there is no 
love of holinefs in the heart, no fcripturai 
repentance. If he entertains a feeble and 
unmeaning defire to be preferved from 
the power of fin for the future ; yet ad- 
mits not a deep impreffion of his aCtual 
guilt; fqels no acute compunctions, no 
ferious uneafinefs, in the recollection of the 
years during which he has lived without 
God in the world : he is in his own eftima- 
tion whole^ and has not perceived his nee<L 
of a jphyfician ; he is in his own eyes 
righteous ', and .has not regarded the call of 
Chrift to repentance. Unlefs both the con- 
viction and the defire are riveted in his 
bofom ; he repenteth not. The Scripture, 
which denounces vengeance againft all 
who are impenitent, gives him not a title 
to tak& comfort. Its promifes prefuppofc 

7 true 
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true repentance. As yet therefore they 
belong not to him. Is he anxious for 
confolation ? Let him hear the voice of 
the Apoftle : Repent^ and be converted^ that 
thy Jins may be blotted out. Then may* he 
'fubmiffively hope with filial faith* that even 
in the cxifting fcene of trial the times *f 
refrejhing Jball come from the prefence of tb$ 
luord. 

But if by the refult of his enquiry he 
is authorifed humbly to confide that the 
convi&ion and the defire, not irrationally 
and unfcripturally feparated, but co-exifting 
in fober and cordial union, decidedly cha- 
rafterife the habitual frame of his foul : he 
is, in other words, authqrifed to confide" 
that God has beftowed upon him the gift 
of repentance j and is warranted in apply- 
ing to himfelf the fcriptural promifes made 
tb the penitent. He falls under our Sa- 
viour's defcription of thofe that mourn; 
and may therefore truft in the hope of 
being comforted. He labours and is heavy 
laden : and may therefore be affured that 
Chrift is ready to give him reft. His heart 
is broken and contrite : he may therefore 
rely that it is a heart which Thou, God y 
wilt not defpife. His is the godly Jorrw* 
that worketh repentance: therefore may 

he 
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he be aflured that,* if he continues the 
fervant of Jefus, it will terminate in faU 
vation. 

III. Unequivocally and repeatedly and 
prominently as thefe truths ftand forth in 
the word of God ; many an individual 
under the overwhelming influence of de- 
je&ion is deterred, and deterred in different 
4:afes by different views, from profiting by 
their confoling import. 

Sometimes the defponder argues thus : 
" God is a God of mercy : but mercy has 
" its limits. Inferior offenders may be 
cc blefTed with forgivenefs : but how 1 can I 

prefume to nourifh hope ? So many are 
" the years during which I have lived not 
" unto Chrift but unto myfelf ; to fenfu- 

ality, or to pride, or to vanity, or to 
" covetoufnefs, or to diffipation, or to fome 

other flagrant fin ; warm as to worldly 

obje£U> dead to religion ; maintaining a 

form, it may be, of godlinefs, but deny- 
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44 ing the power thereof: fo ample have 
44 been the offers, fo abundant the opportu- 



44 nities, of religious inftru&ion and edifi- 
44 cation which I have flighted and abufed; 
44 fo loud the warnings of Providence to 
44 which I have refufed to iiften ; fo fignal 
Vol. Il % A a » and 
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" and fpecial the mercies which my htard-^ 
* c ened heart has withftoqd : fo long have 
" L finned, and with fuch aggravation^, 
" that even by a mod merciful God I[am 
* juftly abandoned to defpair." Abandoned 
to defpair ! Does not the voice of God 
proclaim in the Scriptures that upon true 
repeptance all fins Jhall be forgiven unto the 
Jons of men ; that the blood of Chrift cleanf* 
eth from all Jin ; that though your Jins be as 
fcarlet^ they foall become white as fndw ? 
Have you not heard, do you not believe, 
the univerfal invitation, the unlimited pro-, 
mife, df yotir Saviour : Come unto.me\ atl tt 
who labour and are heavy laden ; and 1 will, 
give you re/l.-^Him that comet b tthfb tne y 
whoever he may be, whatever Tie may 
have be^n *; - 1 will in no wife s caJl 6ut*?' % Is 
not the pialiable of the prodigal fon a prac- 
tical illuftration and eftablifhment of thefe v 
truths ? '.'""' 

" But, alas !" another fufierer replies, 
" the very firft words which you cited* as 1 
4C proclaimed by the voice of God are con- 
u ne&ed by the fame voice with others' 
" which feal my deftru£tion. All fnf Jhall be 
"forgiven unto thefons of men ^ ahdblafphe- 
" mies wherewithfoever they Jhatl~ blaf \ 
" pbeme. But Is there not an exception fub- 

"' joined T 
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" joined? He that Jhall Mqfpheme r agair$ 
" itft Holy Gbojl bath never forgivenefs. 
" Behold the fin, the unpardonable fin, 
" with the commiflion of which my terri-* 
cc fied confcience charges me. I knQW that 
" on the nature of this fin cpnfiderahle ob- 
" fcurity fefts. IJcnow that by fome in- 
" terpreters the guilt is reftrained to the* 
" drime of v thofe felf-conyifted oppofers, 
"who afcribed to the power of Satan the 
" miracles of the Son of God. I knpw that . 
" by others it is fcarcely extended beyond 
"that obdurate malignity, which defied 
"the extraordinary wonders wrought 
"through the effufion of the Holy Ghoft 
"in the days of the Apoftles. But do you 
" pot admit that the fin may be perpetrated 
" in "modern times ? And if it has been 
" perpetrated by me ; is not my defpond- 
" ence judicial, incurable, the prelude of 
€c damnation ?" That the fin may be per- 
petrated in modern times fhall not be de- 
nied. That it has not been perpetrated by 
you is an indifputable truth. Together 
witti deep and abiding convi&ion of guilt 
do not you alfo cherifh a rooted and fcarneft 
defire to be delivered through the Lord 
Jefus Chrift from the dominion no lefs 
than from the punifhment of fin ? Then 
A a 2 have 
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Jhave 'voii the chdra&erlftic tnarfcfct>f githie 
penitent! Away with the tK&^-'bfe^it 
whatever it may, which your i^palleft in&- 
jgi f natipn has transformed into blaf^h^iriy 
^agaiufl: $e Holy Ghoft. Yott y poflglS'rfc 
grace of repentance, frrdm 'the r S|>!Htf of 
grace, only ?an you have received \\V} TKe 
Jioly Ghoft then regards you wlthfaVoW. 

* Ypu- cannot have^blafjplie^e^'&gai'n^lRElrti. 
. Your defpondence is grouncllefs, is iVmcfrp- 
tjuraL Approach an4 take of the Waters 6f 
comfort. , v , .. , .; 

<c Had \ my v offences," cries .another 
mourner, " terminated in myfelf ; ^1 $oiiId 
" Ja^ve dared, Jiowever grievous had been 

• .^my guilt, to. have cherifhed a hopfe of 

3 f c m$f cy. , But I have been the instrument 

,!Vpf Sat^n for the deftrudtion of my f>re- 

."thrcn! I have, allured them into the 

"way of perdition. It is through my 

>. " guilt thAtChriil has died for th$m in vain. 
;< f' Their, blood cries againft me for ven- 
..*?! glance. It is I who fealed their doom: 
" apdin fealing it I have fealed ipy own." 
Qhi\d of affii&ion ! tal^e coqifbrt. *Hbw 
know you th^t the doom of your Com- 
panions in tranfgreffion wa^ iealed ? If 
fealed, know you not that it was fealed 
principally by themfelves ? But let it be 

affumed 
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alTu^i£<2 tb^t you were mainly jnftrumental 
In jheir, guilt. . Lop)*; then in the fifft pface- 
to, iQ^xptural examples of ForgiveheTs ek- 
tjenjcjie^, tp other inftruments of iniquity, 
Jtpoj^jto. Aaron pardojoed and accepted 'kad 
;jrei f i^|l^ted in the office of High Prieft/iftfer 
t hq had ereded the golden calf, and had 
tpysfifotjgbtjb great a Jin upon the people (ft). 
r^cjok ;. tp ManaSTeh, who reared up 'attars 
for Baalim , and worfbipped all tht hbft'of 
.heaven and ferved thtm, and built dttafo for 
them in the houfe of the Lord and in the two 
Courts of the houfe of the Lord, and Jet a 
carved image, the idol which be hdd made y 
in the houfe of God, and cau/ed his children 
.j to pafs through the fit e, and rife* enchant- 
ments, and dealt with a familiar fpirit and 
with wizards ; and madd jfudah -arid the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem to err, aridfedhced 
, them, to do more evil than did the l 'heathen \ 
whom the Lord had dejlroyed before the chiU 
,faen of Ifrael : look to this inftrumeut of 
£,vil> when he was in ajfiiftion and be/ought 
the Lord his God, arid humbled himf elf greatly ^ 
before the God of bis Fathers and prayed unto 
him: and God was entreated of him' and 
t beard his fupplication, and brought him again 

la) Exod. xxxii. 21. xl. 12—^14. 
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into bis kingdom (3). Look to Paul, not 
merely the perfecutor of Chriflians but, the 
instrument of their apoftacy by compiling 
them to' blafpheme [c] ; yet exalted after- 
wards to be the Apoftle of the Gentiles. 
If the gate of pardon w^s open to fuch in- 
flruments of fin j againft whom is it clofed? 
In the next place confider that, according 
to your argument, fcarcely any finner could 
obtain forgivenefs. How fare axe the fins 
whofe effe&s terminate in the individual 
tranfgreflbr ! Where is the habitual finner, 
who by perfuafion or by example has not 
been highly dangerous to the falvajion 
of others? Obferve, finally that your ar- 
gument i* in diametrical opposition to the 
unlimited promifes of Chrift. To all who 
labour ', to all who are heavy laden, to all 
whofe ljieart is broken and contrite, to all who 
grieve with godly for row, tq all who come unta 
Him for pardon ; ' to all fuch without ex- 
ception or referve the Son of God offers 
himfelf as a Saviour. 

'Sometimes deje&ion drives to eftablifh 
itfelf on another foundation; " Though 
"with deliberate fincerity I can affirm," 

(h) 2 Chron. jxxiii. 3—13- 2 Kings, xxi. J. 
{e) A&is, xxv'u |i> - ' * -' K : ' 

. • - so v £ries 
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cries the mourner, " that myconvi&ioris 
44 of fin, and my defires to be delivered both 
** from its punifhmentand its power, acj- 
cord with your demand : though not- 
withftanding the reluctance and deadndfc 
*' of heart which I deplore, I am habitually 
" diligent in prayer, in meditation, in the 
** ftudy of the Scriptures : and though my 
•* confcience bears humble yet undotibting 
** teftimony, that, during a period of very 
u confiderable length, I have perfevered in 
** thefe views, in thefe difpofitions, in thefe 
dt exertions : yet I do not find comfort.- I 
" therefore conclude that comfort is not for 
4i me. Happy, too happy, if at laft I might 
a obtain forgivenefs ; I am not to look, I 
w ought not to look,for peace." Now thus to 
reafon is, in effed", to difcredit the reiterated 
and univerfal promifes which have recently 
been brought forward from the Oracles of 
God. But it is impofftblefor God to lie. With 
Him is no variablenefs nor Jhadow of turn- 
* n g*> Jif us Cbrijt is the fame yefttrday^ and 
to-day % and for ever, farther: though the 
promifes of God will afluredly be fulfilled 
to perfevering penitents ; it muft be re- 
membered that, in the ordinary exercife of 
His fovereignty, He pledges himfelf not as 
to the period of their accomplishment. 
Aa4 To 
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To ttiofe who <*omd itoto Hitti 'H^rib* 
inifcs reft ahd comfort and peace- uttdjfy in 
the Holy Gbqft. But to 'his* own' Wifdbm 
he referves the decifioii astoth£ mbde'and 
the time of conferring and enlarging '\&% 
gifts. In his general dealings wrth<rrua*icind 
it pleafes Him to work gradually, by thfe 
life of means wjiich ' He hasfc appointed. 
The hufbandman exps&s not thit iHfeaven 
**ill beftow the harveft iflimfcdiatety /alter 
the fowmg r of the feed* Days arui wedes 
he is to trait in patience before even?' the 
blade (hall appear. But if he filftatns hid 
fehcesy 'Weeds his crop, and in ail refpeSs 
difcharges with vigilance the duties of his 
occupation: he ihall behold the fbems 
pufhing their growth higher and higher, 
tifttll they are advanced to maturity. -uln 
fhe (ante gradual and ptogreffive mod^of 
communication are the bleffings of grace 
ancl r comfort generally vouchfafed : vouch- 
safed not under the guife of inftantaneous 
iilapfeS, Imaginary impulfes, erithufiaftic 
ffervoiifs, bu{ in fobriety and ferenity, rnea* 
fure after meafure, in proportion to patient 
fcerfeverance in a devdUt ufe of T all 'the 
alppoihted means of grace, and in> a'fedu- 
louS° and faithful improvement undetf'gracs 
tiMMf beftowed; If God fufpenfta* the 

M J gift 
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giftc^ofBomfwt $!#, hsi imparts it ilowly 
aa4 fj>fcringly :m <\bnot< becaufci Hesfees that 
f«c^ri/«iqthod -of /proeetding isn fequifiie 
for, the te ial of your faith> and wiU ^y qati** 
ally work, if you continue ftedfaft m kttmhk 
relia&ce and obedient love* for yburigoGflk? 
Bet not weary in yoell-doing: fo? in due fear* 
Jin you Jhall reap, ifyop faint not. Even 
were tfie Lfrrd of all, in the fingular : myfi- 
terioufhefs of His counfels, apparently ' to 
hSdehis face from you iSntSl death iftill 
flibuld: you be found one of. thofe: who» 
having fet in clouds* fliall rifi? in gldry. 

Sometimes the defpondence fortified by 
thi Tufpenfion of rdigtous comfort is 
darkened by the: gloom of .erroneous doc- 
trinb,; The wretched individual begins to 
apprehend that he is predeftinated to wrath 
anduanguiih everlafting: that, .if nqt es> 
prcfslyt created for the purpofe of being 
rendered miferable, at leaft he is " paflfed 
*^over" in the difpenfation of redeeming 
mercy: that he is virtually reprobated, 
being defignedly excluded by the fovereign 
will of God from the number ofthofe, 
whom the Almighty is fuppofedfpeciajly 
to have ele&ed to be the fole partakers of 
his converting grace* , To aUe#jat£ ^la^ma 
excited by uufconceptions qf . th,e revealed 

counfel 
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counfel of the Moft High may be an <&- 
je£t fometimes attainable by that ingenuity 
of inconfiftent explanation, which, even 
while it prunes the exterior branches of an 
unfubftantial fyftem, labours to gtoafd the 
trunk from attack. To fubdue th«m, the 
axe rauft be laid td the root : the fsdfe doc- 
trine muft be manifefted to be falfe. To 
the fervent piety and the practical holinefs 
of numbers of our Chriftian brethren, who 
conceive themfelves to read in the word of 
God the tenets in queftion, my teftimony, 
however unimportant, I rejoice to beajv 
But conftrained as I have repeatedly been 
to know the terrors which thofe tenets have 
produced, it feems an a£t of duty in kd- 
dreffing perfons expofed to fimilar terrors 
not to withhold my deliberate conviSion, 
that the tenets are deftitute of fcriptural fup~ 
port : and that the detached paflages of Holy 
Writ whence they are deduced fairly ad- 
mit, when confidered in themfelves, and 
clearly demand, when taken in conjunction* 
with the reft of Scripture, a very different 
interpretation. For the prefent purpofe it 
may be fufficient to refer the defpdnding 
fufferer to fonxe plain paflages of the divine 
word, which teach that falvation, in every 
refped unattainable but throughT our Lord 

Jefus 
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Jefus Chrift, is through Him open to every 
pun,: and that on every man of rational 
faculties the free mercy of God beftows for 
the fake of the great Redeemer a portion of 
antecedent grace fa far influencing the will* 
ths underftanding, and the heart, as, with- 
out intrenching on moral agency, to enable 
him, if diligent in the application of grace 
received, to obtain through the blood of the 
crofs an inheritance among the faints. Have 
I any pleafure that the wicked Jhould die 9 

faith- the Lord God? As I live \ faith the 
Lord God, I have no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked ; but that the wicked turn from 
his way, and live. c furn ye, turn ye ; why 
fvill ye die [d)f Can we frame to the, 
imagination any fenfe, in which thefe words* 
could be uttered without delufion ; if there 
were any perfon not a&ually enabled by 
divine grace, in will no lefs than in every 
other requifite faculty, to turn unto God ? 
The Lord is not willing that any Jhould pe- 
rijb ; but that all Jhould come to repentance (e). - 
God our Saviour will have all men to be 

faved {f). Jefus tajled death for every 
man {g) ; gave himfelf a ranfomfor all {h) ; 

( d) I Ezek. xviii. 23. xxxiii. 2. (e) 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

(/) 1 itm. u. 3, 4. (g) Hcb. ii. 9. (A) 1 Tim. ii. 6. 

'■•',; v . m ' 

is 
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is the ptopitiatiM fpr? the Jini, *>fjb$ : whole 
world : u). ; Could any one of thsfe d^clara- 
tidns have been made, if there had been 
a Jingle individual actually or virfcxtaUy 
# pafiad ovfcr," id the plau of redemption ; 
unconditionally excluded from the ; poflibi- 
<Jity of obtaining folvation through Jefus 
Ghrift; unblefled with that preventing , in- 
fluence on his will, without which , be j?*uft 
remain incapable of -profiting by.the, Rie- 
d£emtr*s ; death ;' tantalized by offers .: of 
ittercy^with, which he is left morally ^in- 
competent to clofe? Would our Lord have 
Commanded his difciples to preach tfa Gvfpel 
tb » -iQeYy creature {k)% if there had been a 
fingle perfon to whom it muft neciflarily 
fiave btfen preached in vain? And muft 
h tfot tifeceffarily have been preached 
in vain tb the man, had fticb there 
been, whonrt God had not freed 5y the an- 
tecedent operation of His grace upon the 
will from all impoflibility of bdieving ? Is 
ifpoffible that redemption can be general, 
if eledion renders it neceffarily partial ? Is 
it trite that all men may be faved^ if God 
bellows only on certain feledl individuals 
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the preventing grttce without whiph^o maa 

ttti-M* &ved? I^'itito^triflibg(to^fiimn 

\hat l $tl rtiajr bd &v*di * i£ they; wiii;P 

v WhtI£%ithbut the i>preveatihg grace o£(^od f 

fatid'tB'be beftowed odly on the elekft*jAb 

itiah^an " wHi?^ Are thefecoiidiaafioni 

tb J be J ' gvaded by a verba} di ftin&icm ; < ftjy 

teplyiAg that it is mot al ^natural" rbtft;a 

J^m^rir? impoffibility .;which ,,precbwk$ 

tfibfe^ho are ::raot-pfi<the . rubber ti Q$[&hz 

^ledt-from falvation?', As though the mQfk 

; efleritkl ? part of a mans; nature w.er^ apt 

the! moral' conftituiion which 'he flings 

' iqtD* t&e world ! I 1 forbear to ,accumul*te 

s fcriptiu»al paffages fimilar in import tatfyofe 

^trhfeh haVe been produced. iThe^view* 

*i#hich» God has difclofed: of his ,o»wP Mili- 

' r >bdtes^ . ^nd the univerfalteaorofhisowofd, 

. are » altogether at variance with »^ie opi** 

©ions, which it has Lbertf; heeq .^qviif^ )f <o 

withft^nd. Fear not^ ye mouirper3ji. > i^y^ry 

fcnaq. may become onieof Godfs e]s<3>- Go 

v iocth atfcd; pnpfper. The way pf .ff^tiop, 

iinbiarredto the whole world, li^sf before 

you.* £nter it, purfue it, in the., fy^gtf* 

©f!ytOU*-God. .. •■.-., . • .,.>; 7y . <! ,.,.- 

IV. To perfons who truly repent through 
Chrift, yet are at the fame time opprefled 

7 h 7 
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by a pronenefs to defpondencc, the follow- 
ing practical fuggeftions may hot be al- 
together ufelefs; ' 

Direft your thoughts habitually and im- 
partially to all the attributes arid u ~the 
€< ivMecounkl of God.'* Remertiber His 
mercy no lefs than his juftice ; his redeem- 
ing love no lefs than his holy abhorreiicel 
of fin. Fix your attention no left fted- 
faftly on the pronjifes than on the threaten- 
ings 1 of Scripttire: tin the encoufagfcitfents" 
held forth to the penitent, no lefs earneftty 
than on the curfes denounced againft the 
carelefs 1 and tHe prefumptuous. Be" not 
eafily moved with apprehenfion that yoii 
pay more than proportionate regard td the 
confolations of the Gofpel. The inherent 
bias of deje&ion will draw you with fuf- 
ficient force towards the confiftes of uri- ' 
warranted alarm. Beware left it urge yoti 
acrofs the boundary. " 

In reflecting on your paft fins, let them 
be regarded as grounds of habitual felfc 
abafement, of profpe&ive'watchftflnefg, of 
zealous diligence, of unwearied Exertion, * 
of grateful and fervent love towards Gocf / 
yoiir Redeemer for tjp ftupefidous falya- 
tion-fet before you. But view them ftot* 
as 6bftdcles to the forgivenefs and accept- 
1 ance 
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ance qf a true and perfevering penitent ; 
nor as affording the flighted foundation . 
for dread that the Holy Spirit, who has 
enabled you to bring forth the fruits of 
repentance, will withhold from you the 
grace and ftrength which you (hall here- 
after feek as needful under impending trials 
of your faith. 

If feafons of deje&ion fhould recur j if, 
at the very time when your underftanding 
is fatisfied of the truth and the a&ual re- 
levancy of the fcriptural arguments which 
forbid you to defppnd, even in the face of 
conviction, defpondence fhould opprels 
your foul : wonder not, nor be difmayed t 
as though an unprecedented or extraordi- 
nary event had befallen you. The ftate 
of mind is not uncommon. Survey it in its 
true colours. In the midft of defpondence t 
remember that you are defponding againft 
your judgement and your confcience, • 
againft reafon and the word of God. Con- 
(ider whether defpondence, thus conftituted 
and circumftanced, is not in part to be im- 
puted to bodily indifpofition, to the tre- 
mors of nervous inquietude. Confider 
whether in part it may not be deemed* 
whether it muft not in part be deemed, 

a fubtle , 
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a fubtle and fpecial temptation. The ad- 
versary of man adapts his ftratagems.to the 
individual whom he aflails. The fangnine 
he tempts to ralhnefs, the lukewarm to in- 
activity, the confident to prefumgtioni the 
timid to defpair. To what method of fu- 
perior promife could he refort for the pur- 
pofe of deterring you from perfeverance in 
labouring for falvation, than the icheme of 
inducing you to believe that by you mercy is 
unattainable ? From a method of fuch pro- 
mife is it probable that he (hould refrain \ . 
Meet the danger with adequate circum- 
fpe&ion. Encounter the foe with appro- 
priate arms. Let health receive due at- 
tentioh. Rejlft the devil, and be will fee 
from you. Take the Jhield offaitb % where- 
with you Jloall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked One. Fly for fuccour 
to the throne of grace. Praying always 
with all prayer and fupplication in thejpirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perfeverance, 
plead with Him whofe foul wzsforrowful 
even unto death ; "with Him who knows 
what is the agony with which the vi&xrn 
of fin exclaims, My God ! my God! why 
baft thou forfaken me I who is touched whb 
the feeling of our infirmities % having been in. 

all 
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h abk :te \fhcdt>t& > Ibtot fiku smt tempted. 
Hfe will falffi hi* word. He vAW miniftet; 
ftrength for the conflict. He will notfuffet 
you to be tempted above what you are able to 
bear : but with the temptation will alfo make 
away to efcape^ that you may be able to bear 
it. % Why is thy foul catl down : why is 
it fo'difquieted within thee? Hope thou 
in God : for thou fhalt yet praile Him for 
the help of his countenance. 

Finally ; be a&ive. Be fedulous to em- . 
ploy an ample portion of your time, fo far 
as may be entirely compatible with a juft 
regard to health, in the modes of practical 
ufefulnefs,' which belongs to your ftation : 
and in- the vigilant difcharge of the offices 
of domeftic life. A zealous purfuit of 
pra&ical ufefulnefs, a vigilant performance 
of relative duties, rank very high among 
the good works by which you are to evince 
thfe (incerity of your faith, and to adorn 
the doftrine of God your Saviour* The ma- 
nagement of worldly concerns, when con- 
cluded in a worldly fpirit, is fin. But 
whert kept wholly fubordinate to the great 
purpofes of exiftence, the glory of God 

Vol. II. B b and 
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and the falvation of the foul ; when carried 
"onTroriiTX^ 

tempers, and for Chriftian ends; it is a 
branchftff lfctfice J© ^o^it^s one of the 
fruits of religion. 
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©n the Chriftian Chara&ers of Youth. 



a Cor. vi. 17, 18. vii. t. 

Come out from among them, end beyefepa- 

rate, faith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing : and I will receive you, and 

will be a father unto you % andyejhall be nty 

Jons and daughters, faith the Lord Al~ 

mighty. Having therefore thefe pfbmifes, 

dearly beloved; let us cleanfe ourf elves 

from all filthinefs offlejb and fpirit, per* 

fefting bolipefs in the fear of God* 

^X7HEN a perfoA converfant with the 
vegetable produ&ions of the earth 
obferves in the foreft a plant, whofe pro- 
perties he is defirous of improving; he 
removes it from its native wild into his 
garden. There, rooted in luxuriant foil, 
fheltered from inclement blafts, iecured 
Bb 2 againft 
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againft immoderate humidity, duly watered 
la feafcwas o£ d*p«gt% 4efead«dr fara^the 
encroachthent of worthlefs herbs which 
even in tt\&. cultivate^ fpov^re. continually 
fpringing on' every fide'; it teftifies by a 
confpicuous transformation the foftering 
care of its prote&pr. Its $rowth> enlarger; 
its juices are meliorated j its tints are 
heightened ; its fragrance is exalted ; its - 
fruits are multiplied. It is no longer a 
barren weed: but the delight of Him who 
has appropriated it tohimfelf. ; 

Iji correspondence with the general ouU 
lines of this fixnilitu<fe, the God of mercy 
purifies unto hiflifeif a peculiar people. 
By the miniftratiou of the Gofpel Herefcues 
them from the noxious vicinity Qf wicked- 
nets ; fuftaips them with his arm ; nourifhes 
theni by his grace ; cheers. theqa s with the 
light of his, countenance y and^nables thejm 
to brmg forth fruit, uiifo pe\fe£tiQn. 

Between the obje&s of .favour, however, 
in the two c^es^thQre e^i^s ^ very tygipe^*- 
taiit diffjsr^n^. .The pl^n^ is uaconfcioifs£ 
fenfele(s >f paffive. h ^p^s. pot, its g bepft* , 
f^ftor x npr, fyig. pur^ofeg. Choice hajs^aq, 
concern in i£s iiyi#roye.rn£ntf . Nf)t jb :X t\ip.] 
hu.maqi bei^a4drp(je4 by th« Gofpel,, - 
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hhfcGod requires ti&ive ccmcu&feffce'^tfc)'- 
t>pe&tion of the Will m'aniffefted by exter- 
tifcris of ohedtence. He does nbt hiirry 
tire tai&ri by arbitrary force From amidft 
%ht thorns and thirties of iniquity. Come 
out from among them, he cries, and befepa- 
rate. Beftowing on the helplefc individual 
adequate powers by the- influence of his 
Spirit j He commands him to exert them 
-and come forth. 

To remove an aged plant from die fb- 
reft, and to caufe it to flourilh in the gar- 
den, 'tai^ht be a talk level to the Ikill of 
the cultivator. But he gives the preference 
Vo a younger ftem, whofe fibres Are lefs 
firmly riveted in the foil, and left clofely 
interwoven with the roots of the coftti- f 
gutfiis thicket. To pluck up the veteran 
iinner^ however deep he may have lliot 
his roots downwards towards hell ; and to 
enable him to ftoirrifh like a green fctfoe- 
tree ih ttoe courts of the hmife of his God ; 
is an undertaking devoid of difficulty t& 
the Omnipotent, fiat with fingular com* 
.placfenfey he looks on thtfie, who have re- 
ceived Him 4s the guide of their youth. 
Out of the mouth wen ofbabis and fuellings 
tieperflcEtetb praife. Adtraftefog childhood 
VeceiVes new fflart& of his love. ' Come, ye 
B b 3 children, 
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children, he cries by ly? Holy Spirit, tfeqrhn 

unto me: I will teach you ibk fear of m 

jJ^df f , i¥ Stffii?r little children t exclaimed his 

^betjQYJecl Son*. A? conic unto me, aud forbid 

. them, not <{ far offuch is the kingdom of God* 

-sJn^thp Ql.d Toftament is heard the gracious 

i^dmo^ition; Remember thy Creator i^tbc 

. days.ofthyywtb* And in the paflage from 

tfye,.ljsfew ijvhich I have proposed for qur 

^onfid^ration^ a paflage ftri&ly connected 

^Jby^eiCOBrte^t with the fubjedt of marqage, 

.■*' M j$ yojing perfons that t^e promife, 

; though gertaiping to all Chriftians, .Is jpri- 

• ; .; TOarilj v ^dqreffed : / will receipt you } and 

w'dh fa * aj^tjber unto you : and « Jbmt be 

^\W$ fqns^twd, daughters \ faith the Lord ^U* 

> ;; I&ft w M'& Ci inteyeft lalt^is prpmife to" be 

. y r$t& ^rqt^ the pollutions, of tfie woM : by 

(md$pjfit ? zx$p%fe#trig M^efs^m0ar 

, . jltypr^g: tp ^jppljj; thefe univerfal infthic- 

?;, |.d/ep^,m,t%;,prefqnt and in the fucceed- 
ing difedurfe to point out the diftind hear- 
ings of fome of tha principal, Chriftian vir- 
tues on the chara&ers and duties of youtji 

m 
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in general, and, v as opportunities arife, of 
wKfexinpardiiilki 1 . v ^ :A A *'^V\. 

/" L Tfee archite£, 'Whether ptHt>ofiii^ to 

jevtQt a cottage, or a palace, or a t6mple f 

/provider fbr the fafety of the futbrfc" fu- 

^^rfthiflture by devoting his firffc tare to 

Uie foiifjity of the foundation. Itt'^Otrth, 

J as in : tyery other period df Iifd/thfc itrthi- 

^ t^tion l of every Chrtftiair : fexfceitence is 

^pirty? :'z .fervent )ove of God ■ habituilly 

^fuCmiftihg itklf to the giiidaiicd of Wis feW. 

" ^Wici^witb JBali a young man 7 deanfe bis 

ybay ? By taking beed according fo tBy itoord. 

KK y^ft0 did that ivhicb was Hghtin^btfgbt 

\w*fo £>ord; and declined neither ta^ the right, 

band nor to the left. ^f?Fo?^ 

was yet young be began to fee k aftefibtCod 

*l } tf David, bis father {a). Why had the 

f$ oU f*& men w ^ om St/ Johii addiidfid been 
, $nai>f ed to overcome the wicked 6fie ? fiefcaufe, 
^addg the Appftle, the kvordefGodalndetb in 

you. Youth is the fealbh of ardent :affec- 
..tiftns. Shall the heart be warnrito its at- 

'fachimebt to earthly itelativesi arid afibciates: 
/■ahd x colii towards your ii^avenly ^Fat^er, 

£ your kiudeft frietidi c6ld to^do^^lirift 

V* m * : ■"■■■ * y - : - ' • ■ :; '.-.'.'.; 0* .:-^r.v ' ,i> : .j/, 

' ' :: -'--■ - v ^^4^ ~ :i --who 



^hg,j4fed /qr you, and is nqf tjhamcd J* 
call you brethren ? Youth is the feafbn wihej& 
the perception of delight is the moft lively, 
§htil you be penetrated with a feeing of 
obligation, with tender emotions of gratis 
J^e^ towards an earthly benefactor ; ,an4 
^t^i^kfiLij; to Him wfiogivetfr yqu^Utbijtgf 
ffikly* to, enjoy f Youth is the feafop jof 
i^reogth and alacrity. Shall jhe &iggi& 
ipir^ the in^&ivc feeblqnefs, of ag? be .&£» 
yeaUwM in labours fprjhe glory qf Gf4i 
.aajd &*H you be torpid #s to hi?ftr^ice? 
yputh j$ the feafon of inexperience. . SJ»U 
you her £#rueft in the pujrfoit of fopmaa 
^nqwledgp, pbedieftt to human counfel ; 
3jid negligent of the jigpt which Jehovah 
J*as reveal^ tfiat it may be .a lantern to your 
£atb, of v ,th<it univerfal wifdom which is 
gryey by inflation from Him, and is able 
to tQpktyau tyi\fe unto falvation through Jaith 
%fff?ieh *s in Ckrift Jefus ? Yputh, viewed 
Mfifa' a reference. to the protra&cd term pf 
mpftal life, poflefles the fruits of but a 
ihorc period for growth in grace. If the 
faixtf pf pn hundred years looks back from 
hi$ deathbed with regret and felf-abafement 
pn his prpgrefs in the qualifications by 
which he is to be rendered meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the faints ia 

light; 
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light: &6 you,, whofe. progrefs is afc yet 
comparatively fmati, you whofe career may 
to-morrow terminate In the grave, ling&r 
a#d loiter and trifle oh your way ? 

' II. Under the preceding head was hi- 4 
riuded reverent acquiefcehce in the do£* 
trineg and -rtie commandments of the word 
bf God. Henfce the mind naturally prc>- 
fcfced$ to^tie fubject of docility under hu- 
■ m&hinftrti&ion. 

To 'patents, as ihftrudbrs, the pface of 
pre-eminence is afligned.' ' ffear the infrac- 
tion of thy father •'; and forfake not the law 
of thy mother* For they Jhall he an orna* 
rnent of grace untq thy head y an^ chains about 
thy neck [b\ In the parent are united in 
3. degree not to be paralleled in the cafe 
of any other earthly fuperior, authority 
and afie&ion ; authority eftablifhed on pe- 
culiar foundations ; and affedtion impelled 
by peculiar motives to temper the exercife 
of command, and fo to guide the reins as 
to render controul produ&ivfe of the higheft 
attainable benefit to the individual under 
fubjedlion. But according to the general 
Order of nature, with the ancient is wifdom* 

(h) Prov. i. 8, 9. 

and 



Men Hye*AQt foy .-gi'cpM&re* atefifev. 38ie 
ngieUin &e -vicji^^es of theit pilg^roage 
haVtf/ cpllefted ^kperience for the y Q«$g. 
Sifch j*> thje appointment /of - : Prtxy^lGMP* 
:XiCt,yputtrX§|*pe^t tbe wifiioija ^gd <xfoq rao^y 

;,-J9f ^e^ppffintmegC /* J' govd forvfKW" 
~$at t bz&4r tbfyqfe ,f« £# joutbi^)i r ^o 

thofe W^o iawe 4be x ruk; 9ye?v3W.v)wi&* 

■: it he. to tpatfjbJbr^rfoHkw tbey^hq^ mji 

■c-giv*: ftcqwnt;: on to iwparf fcheir ^fluifttksns 

t>jjl i^Mure^ inj^wnc^, iaprofe^iqgfil^ll, 

M ahs #JCtSi 4»4 the ^wlaaipM^^Hfc ; 

render^ t0 ; ^pb >aocqr4|iagr to his %ti#a ?nd 

*Q$ppf. r tlje . 4$fer/en$£ which is d^fp, To 
M ..^Qd ^o^z-I^Jp^l^j^^ afoabecJt. B«t 

rpf^e^ber, tfca* . $e ground- work ,qf *nv- 
: i^ovenjgnjt ; is ? £;, tg^ch^le fpirit. . jBiftsuft 

r tip% j^i^yice ;; ^jf^ypi)r fenjc^s ? : fponta- 

v ? nequ#y v feek * £ou£jfel f ppjn (their , be#er 

£ jgdgiR^- m :■ Yoiip ^'opterapopu-ies in, age, 

hQiwever ftmi^le their- difporuio^ h^w- 
: ftver fifoaufifig tljeir, .talents, ^re.expQfed 

\*7 7P u ?k ?P itfepfc yery dqlufjona Iby^^cU 
...your p»ri»"io^iniona: are, likely to, J?^ milled, 

J>y which the eyes of your elders may, no 

; . (r) Job, x'ii. i^. •; {^/ ) Lament, iii. 27. 

longer 
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Jonger be dazzled. On what account did 
the ten tribes Revolt from Rehoboatn ? , Be- 
caufe be forfook the counfel of the old men 
fbat bad food before Solomon bis. father ; 
pnd anfwered after the advice of the ywng 
^fien that were brought itp with him (*-)•. 
Wheri your mbnitors Vmdle 0<j*^ith the 
\adnTiratioft with whicli you £aze oti the 
r tihfeet before you | when they r *a» kit a 
%fclue fat Inferior to that witb ^kh^dttr 
''fervid fancy ^ has it-rayed "it : fey 'nfet £0 
y^HBlf^j ♦•Their feelings are cMtfe$ find 
?« dc&dened by tltoe. ? ^heir iunderftafttf- 
"'-?« iiig U darkened ty ^e f iHifttfof ''yttBrt. 
}* They are iio Idhger-'ctoftipetelit to ap|re- 
5* ciate the - fati&fa&iitos withiff my f£a<?h t 
"ff tk$ gratifications belonging to thegitme 
: ^life.*? ? If/in f t¥e fulM of fiff-Tftf- 
fiqient confidence, you refute thferti credit 
fot fuperiority in wifdom : redolte& atleaft 
the obvious advantages undet 'wWfclf they 
^exercife th*ir judgement. iThe^ hafrfe^tttjd- 
den the length of the'paths, on whieh you 
are but about to enter. They bfrvfc tried 
by experiment the attainments; -concern- 
ing which you dedide only from fpecula- 
jion. ' - ' • . • *'■'•'■ - '" v v^ 

(e) 2 Ctoron. xx. 6, &c. 

IILClofely 
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1 -Ift/ttofefy;^ ob- 

Egarioh^of docility urtder the inftnj&ion of 
fiflehds who ar£ advanced in life, is ttie duty 
of ftabitual reverence for agfe. Thoujhalt 
tfjb hip before the hoary head^ and honour 
fbe jhce of the old man ; I am the Lord. 7~e 
y (fanger yjhiffnii your/elves unto the elder (f). 
l^hfen Timothy was commiffioned by St. 
'Pkul to correct with epifcopal control the 
dflonfersfubfifting in the church at Ephefus ; 
matk the tendernefs which be was com- 
jnknded to exercife in checking the faulty 
proceedings of a fuperior in age : Rebuke 
not (in elder : putintreat him as a father; 
and ihe elder women as mothers, Againf 
an elder receive not an accufation but before 
fzdo or three witnejfes (g). If Aich was to 
be tlie coridiid: of Timothy, when invefted 
with judicial authority over the aged : what 
ought to be your conduct ? H6w repug- 
nant to the injun&ions of the .Holy Ghoft, 
how" abominable in the fight of God, is 
contemptuous negle£l in behaviour to the 
old ! What deteftable enormitv refts on the 
head of thofe, who convert the infirmities 
of age into a fubjeft of derifion^ If to- 

(/).Lev. xix. 32. 1 Pet. v. 5. (g) 1 Tim* v. 

wards 
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wards any aged individual negle<9f fer ttie- 
- v rifion be thus, heinous: what is the fia o£ 
thofe who defpife Or deride a parent? Tbt 
eye'tbat mocketb at bis father \ and defpifetb 
to, obey his mother ; the ravens of the valley- 
Jhall pick it out, and the young eagles Jhalt 
eat it. What is thefirjl commandment with 
promife (h) ?.. Honour thy father and thy 
mother Obferve the impartial equality >. 
witfo wjfckh the command extends its pro** 
te&ion a&d confirms its privileges to each 
of your parents. , Within the fcope of this 
command all periods, fituations, and cir- 
cumftances are comprifed. But the Spirit 
of God does not fend you forth to the dis- 
charge of filial duties without an injunc- 
tion immediately referring to the cafe of . 
aged parents. Hearken unto thy father that 
begat thee i and defpife not thy mother when ?. %1 
fhe is old \J). Conformable to this injunc- 
tion is the admonition of the fon of Sirach 
— Grieve hot thy father as long as he livetb. 
And if his under/landing fail^ have patience 
with him : and defpife him not, when thou 
art in thy full flrength (£).. Suftain the^. 
trembling fteps, fupply the* waning facul- 
ties, of the prote&ors who upheld thee/ 

(£) Prov. xxx. 17. Eph. vu 2, (f) Prov. xxiii. % 22. 
(i) EccPust iii. 12, 13. 

while 
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Tpyhile tottering in infancy, and pondered 
by day and 'by night v for thy good, \yheft 
thou kncweft not $hy right hand from $by 
le£t, t If thy career be prolonged^ ,thpu 
al/*p ihak be old. Thou fealt le^n on : the 
arm of duty : thou (halt call on afle£ioa 
to fmopth thy paths. , • ; . 

. ,1V. The, obligations to be confidered ia 
the ne^ct place may be ranged under the 
wmprehen fi ve head of fel£ government. : * 

The fuppprts of -. felf T goverameat ,< aye, 
jfirft, fobcrmindedneis j fecondly, the habit 
of forbearance; . ..„« f . i( ; ;, w 

Sobermind^dnefs, or fpbriety*iiftpUe* the 
difpaflionate contemplation of obje&s <ttr 
yelling them of falfe brilliancy and undue 
importance* , On jhe youth of each fexi as 
pamcularly obnoxious to delufioo through 
.warmth of paffion, Vividnefs of imagination 
and the fpecioufnefs of new attra^ions, 
the duty of fobermindednefs, enjoined on 
every age, is diftin&ly imprefled by St. 
FauL . %cacb young woinetfr fa be fiber* 
Teung men likewijk exhort ta \ Jg> feff&r 
winded {I). To youth alfo, Jij , comaioa 
with their 4&i^.tta 

(l) Tit. 11.4.$. .: : ^ '■" 

, to 
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icy fobriety* with tfhlch the^dtfPSf 'God - 
flftmndeV are dire&ed. : J Soberthlfidfediiers 
leads to fdf-gbv&hmefit by re&If^ftig 'the 
judgement, artd ^kefcifirig through "the me* 
dium df thBTidified judgement, a chaftifittg 
influence fever the aflfeaiotts. If the youth- 
ful Chriftian is commanded hot to love the 
world \ nor the things that are in the world; 
feow much more reasonable in his aj^pre- 
henfieiii is the mandate; how taifth 7 kfe 
eager will be his Attachment t&th^lu/l tf, 
iteficjh and the iufi of the eyes and tM^ride 
of life, when* big ufad«fta6ding h openfed 
and his heart fobered by the reflexion that 
the world pajfeth away •'&&*& t&p thereof 
hit fowbo doetb the n^tofX5od : Mdeth 
fortvet{m)! How mtt<*h ittotb chefcrftiHy 
Willf be turn frota theHUtigf wttth^refetn 
t&'fntffoe tin ?' things r which > hr% l not *>fe&t }; 
,#hen to* foul is penfetfatfcd toith-&£<J6n- 
.viaioA that the things' tohkh^Ye >ftertWe 
ieniporal t hut "the things ; "which tiref not ften 
tire eternal (fc)^ v ; - rL ' : '* : "-?■ V l *' s . 
" T*he trarifa&ions of every d&f are 1 '£*- 
enlplifications of the po we* of •habitP *Nt> 
circuinftances are fo- triflihg, neiite ;ftr ffi'S- 
trienteiw, as ^beb^&W^dr -<ilfc>Vfc%# 3 iff- 

(m) John, ii. ip y » ;; ;: . Vv<«) 2 Cor. iv. 18. 

,*, fluence. • 
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fluence. Nb ftep within the abiKty of rriattt 
is fo eafy, or fo difficult, as ndt to be e£ 
fentially retarded or advanced , by the op* 
pofition or the co-operation of cttftomary 
pradice. Of all human attaittnterlts, ftffi 
government is the mod arduous* Btmf 
is he that rtdeth hfafpirit, than fa t$at t$ket# 
a city. Yet arduous as it may be, to fel'va^ 
tion it is indifpen fable. Is ittheh tf fllattttf 
of indifference whether the aid 'of hfrfeltf 
be cultivated*, or defpifed : whether hafcfr 
be fecured as a faithful ally, or fcon*erte# 
into an obftinate foe ? Is not MhW equalfyr 
potent to ftrengthen you it* forttearaftetf » 
in a&ion? Behold the advantage whicfr 
the children of this worid derive ffoni the 
afliftance of habit in bridling their paffions* 
in reftraining their tongues, in reducing* 
their very geftures and looks under fub- 
ordination. Will not you feelc the feme* 
aid for nobler ends ? Is it not your wis- 
dom, is it not your duty, to nmk& a cove- 
nant with your eyes ', and with the thoughts 
of your heart j univerfally to %eep under 
your body and bring it into fubjeEtim ; nay^ 
even to refrain on many occasions from 
innocent indulgences for the very purpofe 
of forming and upholding that habit of 
forbearance, whofe power, when confirmed, 

is 
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X% in tne hands of divine grace of fuch fig- 
nal efficacy In fuppoyting you againft tempt* 
atibri? 

The importance and the right applica- 
tion' of a fteady pfinciple of felf-govern- 
irient may be illuftrated by an examination 
of its bearings on various Chriftian duties. 
; A fangulne temperament ; buoyant fpirits; 
wkrit* of familiarity with viciffitud^s, obfta- 
cles, and difappointment ; confpire to hurry 
thd young into levity, impatience, haftiii^ 
petulance,' and impetuofity. Gravity i$ 
deemed ftupidity : caution, fearfulnefs. 
Pelay becomes intolerable ; oppofition, 
grievous. Behold a fcene for the exercife 
of felf-government . By gentlenefs to wards 
others, by firmnefs of command over your— 
felf, by ferenity, by kindnefs of temper, by 
patient acquiefcence, prepare yourfclf to 
remain unruffled amid the trials of life* 
If the veffel is incapable of regulating its 
courfe under the flatting gales and fluc- 
tuating tides, which await its early de- 
parture from the harbour ; how fhall it 

ftem the *waves and blafts of the middle 

» * ■ .■■'.. 

ocean ? 

. Temperance difplays a fpacious field for 
felf government. Who bath woe? Who, 
hath forrow ? Who hath contentions ? Who 
hath babbling f Who bath wounds without 
Vol. II. C c caufe ? 
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caufef Who hathrednefs of eyes ? They tb<& 
tarry long at the wine.. The moft con- 
firmed abominations of etxcefs arife from < 
fmaU* beginnings. Are you temperate? 
There was a. time when the habitual 
ckunkard was as temperate. Would you 
ftand .faft in temperance \ Would you - 
be pre ferved from the additional enormi- 
ties, the fucceflive ftages of profligacy, -to 
which intemperance inftigates and hurtfes 
it$ vi&im ? Abftain from the confines, frora 
the vgry appearance of evil. Place thtt 
reftraint on the defire. Look not thou upo* 
the wiqe itobcn it is red y when it givttb its 
colour in the cup. jit the lajl it bitetb likt 
a ferpenty and Jlingeth • like an adder {o\ 
Keep the natural appetite for food' under 
uniform ^difcipline. Every appetite, how- 
ever natural, however ufeful or requifite, 
encroaches and enfnares. Take heed to 
yourf elves y lejl at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with forfeiting [p). To glut- 
tonous men their belly is their God* Ab- 
hor faftidioufaefs of tafte, and a foficitous 
preference of one kind of viands to ano- 
ther. Meats for the belly , cries St. Paul : 
but I will not be brought under the power 
of any [q\ Take no thought^ fays your 

(o) Proy* xxiii. 29 -32. {p) Luke, xxi. 34- 

{q) it:or. V. 12, 13. 

Lord, 
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Lord, what ye Jhall e$t\ and f what ye JkaU- 
drink : fir after tbefe things do the, Gentile* 
feek\jr\ That critical aeutteriefs *)f palate, 
that fcientific infight into the c6mpofitkm 
and qualities of meats and drinks ± in which 
modern pupils of Getftik? principles make" 
their boaft, is difgraceful t& a Chriftian at • 
any* ^period of life, and Angularly difgratf e- 
ful r to the young. ;£.»(..*•■ r •* 

Moderation is temperance extended both: 
the gratifications of the palate t6 diyery 
oAfer worldly indulgence, ac<Som*nddation^ 
afid ^purfuit; Let your moderation be known 
unto all men: the Lord is at baikl {s). In 
this emphatical precept, which as relating 
to a leading branch of felf-g&vernment, 
advances claims particularly forcible to the 
obedient attention of youth, the firft object 
to which the mind is called, is, the duty en- 
joined ; moderation. Confider its nature. 
Guard againft prevailing miftakes on the 
fubje&. Not to be immoderate is not 
moderation. To abftain from intemper- 
ance is not to be temperate. Not to be 
inteiiiperate is a negative abftinence from 
fin. To be temperate is the pofitivc prac^ 
tice of virtue. Between that abftinence 
and this practice, how broad is the fepara- 

(r) Matth. vi. 31,32. (t) Philipp. Jv. 5. 

Cca tion! 
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tion! Apply this example. How often 
do men take (jredit to themfelves for mo- 
deration, when they ought to take fhamc 
for the want of it : credit for norproceed- 
ing fo far as others, inftead of fhame for 
proceeding farther than the genuine fpirit 
of Chriftianity allows. - The fource of the 
delufion is obvious. They compare them- 
felves with others; not with the word of 
God. Be it your care to judge by the 
true ftandard. If the habits of perfons in 
your ftation, however moderate the indi- 
viduals may be deemed by the world, would 
prove immoderate when brought to the 
teft of Scripture ; how ftiall you ftand guilt- 
lefs, if, with the bible in your hands, you 
follow them ? The meafure of the duty in 
every inftance being thus afcertained ; at- 
tend to the manner in which the duty is to 
be difcharged. Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. Mark the energetic import 
of the terms. It is by no means fufficient 
that your own confeience, after a fol^mn 
and fcrutinifing appeal to the word of 
.God, pronounces you moderate.. Your 
moderation muft be known ; unoftenta- 
tioufly but decidedly known. . There muft 
be no opening left for equitable doubt. 
Your eondu& muft be unequivocally fuch, 

both 
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both in its general tenor and in each par- 
ticular inftance, as to exclude all fubftan- 
tial ground for uncertainty as to youi* mo-* 
deration. And to whom is your modera- - 
lion to be thus known ? To your friends 
and neighbours ? Unto all men. Its cha- 
racters mull be fo confpicuoufly impreffed 
upon every part of your proceedings, that 
even a ftranger could not reafonably fufpe& 
its reality ; that all who poflefs if it be 
but a flight knowledge of your conditio!* 
and circumftances, {hall be con drained by 
irrefiftible evidence to Fay* wkhin their 
hearts ; 4< This man lives under the Ghrif- 
" tian influence of moderation." " But will 
" not our moderation," you reply, " be mif- 
" judged by the worldly-minded as narrow* 
" nefs of fpirit, as parfrnapny, or even as 
" pride ?" Very probably. The mifconcep- 
tion however is the concern of thofe who 
misjudge. You have done your part. Tq 
do lefs than your part, becaufe others may 
misjudge your conduft, would be to re- 
gard man more than God. " But will not 
" Chriftian moderation make us Angular ?" 
On many occaiions aflfuredly. Let not your 
heart be troubled. Be Angular : not for the 
fake of Angularity, but of moderation* 
Never be Angular for the fake of tcing 
C c 3 Angular; 
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Angular : never' fhrink from being fiHgufer 
for the fake df being virtuous. If you are 
finguiar hecaufe you rerriain in the path of 
duty while others Kavfe deviated from it; 
it is they' who have lteft you, not you who 
have left them. Let not your heart be 
troubled. Carry on your view to the mo- 
tive, by which the duty of moderation, 
of decided and avowed and' conipifcuous 
moderation, is enforced. The Lord- is at 
band* Behold here the grand «ncoui J age« 
mcnt to fober-mindedftefs and ^forbean- 
ance ! Blehold here the grand fupport un- 
der Angularity and contempt ! The fafliioa 
of this world paffeth away. Superiority 
will fhortly be levelled, gratification ex- 
tin guiftied, poffeffion terminated, by deaths 
After tleath cometh the judgement. As to. 
the fa&, though not as to the degree* of 
future blefledhefs or mifery, judgement but 
promulgates the fentence irrevocably fealed 
by death. The Lord i& at hand to deter- 
mine your everlafting doom : to receive his 
faithful foldier into glory, or to confign 
his irreclaimable enemy to perdition. The 
end of all things is at band : be ye therefore 
Jbber, and watch unto prayer. 

There are two fubje&s, commonly fe- 
ducing to youth, to which the preceding 
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reflexions on t»odera$ipa ipay briefly be 
applied; drefs, ami amufements,. ,,-: :-* 

>. The minds of y<H*ng ,qn$t\ &r£ ; engaged 
by the. concerns- of life-, in employment 
gfoore-feriousand lefs frequently intermitted 
than die occupations which belong to their 
contemporaries of the weaker fex. : And 
-while women ?are lefs expofed than men tb 
th« aflaults of the ruder paffions; the ad- 
vantage is counterbalanced by a greater 
liability to temptations conne&cd toith ptefc- 
fonai appearance, * Hence perhaps it is that 
the wisdom of God addrefies the* female 
fex -trith feparate and .•emphatidaLiadmbnii, 
tions.- i'vULilltb&t -women adbtn tkemjklvtt: 
in mpdeft dpparsl witb y jham&fatexlnefs arrd 
fobriety, notivitb broidered bair^ drgo/d; or. 
pearls, or cofHy array*: not thb<o&twar& 
Adonfing of plaiting tht hair^yof teearidgaf 
gvldjdr of putting on of apparel {ifir ifuhi 
temperate life on fome occafiotts^bfirthe 
mbdfes of orntfnlent here fpecified 4a£>r<- 
cognifed as confiftent with the ^fpfrit 6{ 
the injun&ion j no fuch confirt^ney cari 
bt allowed to a rieedlefs* indulgence- br 
a >vain ; delight, in afty kind bf iheivy 
or expenfive decwatiotV. ^ And>fdppery or 
coftly'attay ift young men is evfcttniore 
-^'- '•■ (t) iT^ilg. %Vf$JilVi.^ v-» ^ 

y * C c 4 criminal 
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criminal than fimilar difregard of fctiptUrtt 
precepts in young women. Frotoa botfi 
fexes, unobtrufive fimplicity in chrdfe, and 
refolute oppofition to extravagance, and to 
every fafhion, however prevalent, which 
borders on indelicacy, are 1 indifputably rt* 
quired. To both fexes has Jefos Chrift 
iflued the mandate ; Take no thought what 
yejhallput on. To both fexes has he de- 
clared that to be folicitous concerning drefs 
was one of the chara&eriftics of the (infill 
Gentiles. Remember that it is the prin- 
ciple, hot the nation, which conftitutes the 
heathen. Remember too that, if fin in- 
duced the neceffity of clothing ; to be vain 
of our habiliments is indeed to glory in 
ourjbame. 

Amufements, linful in their own nature, 
or bringing with them temptations dan- 
gerous to yoiing perfons in general or to 
yourfelf in particular, many virtues com- 
mand you to renounce. Moderation ad- 
vances a ftep farther in the path of forbear- 
ance ; and requires you to exercife reftraint 
as to indulgence in blamelefs amufement. 
She pronounces that amufement transformed 
into bufinefs, becomes fin. She Warns you 
that with mod: amufements the fedu&ions 
of vanity are blended j that with all, the 

fnares 



Ckartffert, ofr«(Hb. 393, 

foarc* of indolence #re inftrvpven* She 
bids you. contemplate the . jrkfqmc vacuity 
uuo which they, to .whom; a particular ner 
creation has been rendered habitual). are 
plunged when it is cafually precluded* 
She tells you that in whatever proportion 
4h£ time bellowed, on any amufement is 
too great ; exa&ly in the fame proportion 
too little is affigned to fome occupation of 
duty. She tells you that unlefs by unU 
*form felf-command, .and occafional felf- 
denial, you retain the complete mattery 
over yourfelf as to innocept indulgences ; 
it is impoffible that you fhquld withfland 
with eafe, it is improbable that you (hould 
a&ually withfland, the allurements of re- 
prehenfible gratifications. It is the »un~ 
happinefs of many perfons, . efpecially of 
the female fex, to experience fuch an edu- 
cation, to be accuftomed at home no lefs 
than abroad to fuch difcourfe and fuch 
examples, as to be led to regard amufe~ 
ments as a fea of pleafures, by navigating 
of which they are to be repaid for the 
thraldom of fchools and inftru&ion. O 
wretched ignorance of human duties ! O 
miferable eftimate of the obje&s of human 
exiftence ! If at any time you feel a fenfa- 
tion of painful disappointment when pre* 

vented 
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rented from 'partaking in fame cxpe&ed 
amufcment ; ' be affured that ryour* IJaaatt:; 
rater imufemont' At/. tca> high a viluet o A/ 
child* is eactufable, whea the butterfly *?hick 
it was on the pcio* of feizAng dudesoite: 
grafp; Let the 'wdl-inftruSed r Ctirifrkajv 
be fiber; and confider^ things indifferent/ 
wkH iftdiffercnee. 4 * » .■.,■.;?.■ - 

r There remains yet one fubjc&, with t£- 
ipefik to which felf-government muft vbe 
exemplified 1 ? purity. ^: ^ . 

'Purity dommands you to Jleo yokthful 
lujis (tir)y utider whatever form^sad. m 
whatever degree^ they may prefent them-: 
ffelveaj and to renounce alt incitements- *to: 
fin, all fociety, all fcenesyall books, all dif-> 
courfe, which tend to inflame the paffions 
Of to pollute the imagination. No unclean 
petfon-—voTi&tt well the fcriptural compre- 
hend venefs of the term— *No unclean ptrfon 
Jhall inherit the kingdom of God [x). 

Purity claims alfo the regulation of the 
demeanour and condudJ: of young perfojis 
towards thofe of the other fexr 

It waar even on Timothy, the eminently 
virtuous Timothy, that St, Paul preffed the 
admonition, to treat the younger women at 

• . , » ■ . . . .•" 

(a) a Tim. ii. 22. (*) Gal, v. 7. 1 Qor. yi. 9, 

fift$rs x 
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Jiftirs^wkh all [purity. ' The phrafe implies 
nor only a confdtentious abhorrence, t£ erery 
aAioiij of every word, wfcich is an.offenjce 
agairift the feelings of modefty ; but a fcrui 
pulousabftinence fromindifereet familiarity* 
a guarded forbearance from unbecoming le- 
vity, a cautious avoidance 6i every pro* 
ceeding likely to impair the habit of deli- 
cate propriety. : If fuch are the obligations 
incumbent on young men ; what circuitv- 
fpe£t referve, what fan&ity of manners, 
does God require from women ! Let each 
fex be aware that, by ftudied affiduities and 
particular attentions, to entrap through mo- 
tives of vanity or felfiftmcfs the affe&ions 
of anctther, is among the; mod cruel fpecies 
of robbery and fraud. Let them fo fegu~ 
late their deportment as tacitly to prevent 
or to remove mifconceptions on the<parfc 
of thofe, who may groundlefsly depm. 
themfelves obje&s of eipecial regard. With 
equal care, with an equally firm con virion 
of duty, let them watch over their bofoms, 
that their own. afFe&ions be not haftily 
feized. If in the commoneft tranfa&ions 
of life the glory* of God is to be the ruling 
principle of a Chriftian ; is that principle 
to be difmifled, is it to be poftponed, in 
the moft important engagement, marriage ? . 

8 Shall 
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Shall the bleffing of the Lord of all accom- 
pany a contraS, in which his honour is 
flighted, his approbation held of fecondary 
importance? Do you feefc the glory of 
God ? Do you hope for his bleffing ? 
Cherifh not a thought of being united to 
another in marriage, until you have folid 
grounds for deliberate belief that the indi- 
vidual in queftion is a true fervant of Chrift: 
a fervant of Chrift not in the loofe accept- 
ation of the terms prevalent in a <Jarelefs 
world, but in that comprehenfive and 
fcriptural import which they fhall be found 
at the laft day to have involved. If per- 
fonaJ attractions, or amiable manners, or 
lucrative or fplendid. connections, prepon- 
derate in your heart ; you are the flave of 
engaging features, or of alluring manners, 
or of intereft, or of ambition ; not the fer- 
vant of Jehovah. Hear the voice of God 
prohibiting his chofen people from mar- 
riages with idolaters. Hear St. Paul com- 
manding Chriftians to marry only in the 
, Lotd (y). Hear him, in the very paffage 
which is the foundation of the prefent 
difepurfe, commanding them not to be yoked 
unequally with unbelievers. What fellow/hip^ 

(j) i Cor. vii. 59. .... 

•■■■'•■ '■ '■■■■'■-■ ■ • he 
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he exclaims, hath rigbteoufnefs with un- 
rigbteoufnefs? What communion bath light 
with darknefs ? What concord bath Cbrift 
with Belial? What part bath be that be~ 
licveth with an infidel? Let it not be fup- 
pofed that the energy of thefe words re- 
fpe&s merely the cafe of a Chriftian about 
to marry a heathen or a fceptic. It re- 
fpedts the cafe of a Chriftian meditating 
marriage with any perfbn whom God re- 
gards as not a Chriftian ; a perfon who like 
the covetous man, or the glutton, being en- 
flayed to fome habit of unrighteoufnefs, is 
ftampedby the Scriptures an idolater; a 
perfon who lives not unto Chrift, and there- 
fore has no efficient faith in Chrift^ a per- 
fon whofe hekrt, idolifing tjie world, is 
cold and formal as to genuine religion. 
Refledt too on fhe danger which would 
neceflarily enfue to your own principles 
no lefs than to your happinefs, from an 
union with a partner not truly religious : 
and you will confefs that on this as, on 
every occafion intereft moves hand in hand 
with duty. Guard then your affections 
againft fudden and premature impreflaons* 
Look primarily to the religious chara&er 
of the individual towards whom you feel 
a dawning of regard. Weigh circumftances 
1 with 
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with precifion : weigh them under a lively 
fenfe of your predifpofition to fee all things 
with a favourable eye. If attachment in- 
finuating itfelf into the bofoin has been 
permitted to make progrefs, ere you dis- 
cover that ittf object is in the primary qua* 
lification defe&ive; how diftreffing is the 
alternative of relinquishing your profpe&s 
at the expence of -a bitter facrifice, or of 
perflating at the rifk of your prefent and 
eternal welfare ! But if you fhrink from 
the facrifice, you do not love God above 
alL ? In making it, whatever you foffer, you 
fuffer <fc* a Cbrtftian ; you fuffer for righte- 
oufnefffake. In fuch fufferings bltjfed are 
you. A& thus in all things, and you fhall 
bebleflcd>forevcr. 
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Cermet oaf from among item]* and^rye/epa* 
rate, faith thi Lord,' and twdxjiot the un- 
clean thing: and / will receiver you, &nd :• 
will fa a father unto you^ andyifball be 
my Jons and daughters, faith the L&rd jdU: 
mighty. Having therefore tbefe promifes % 
dearly beloved; let us cleanfe our/elves 
from allfilthinefs offlejh andfpirit,perfs8- 
ing holinefs in the fear of God* 

nPHE Chriftian graces of piety, docility, 
and reverence for age, together with 
the leading obligations into which felf- 
government is ramified, were inveftigated 
in the preceding difcourfe with efpecial 
regard to their influence on the condudl of 
youth. May the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit 
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which, fcfceoWRng to your ftation, promife 
the lirgeft portion of defirable fruit : It 
forbid* eagertocfe and euriofitytd exfcauft 
the powers of youth in boundlefs excur- 
fioris throughout the regions of kafoing; 
and inftruQs you to Kmif your pttrfiik to 
obje&s not fufrpaffing your grafp by^ tfceir 
number or by their magnitude. Again and 
again it founds in your ear the danger of 
evil communication ; warns yow that amiable 
feelings give ho aflurance of religrott J i ' : i that 
alluring manners may veil a profligate 
heart : that wit compenfates not for ; vk*e, nor 
gay cheerfulnefs for indifference to ptety. 
It reminds you that all the delight of the 
ffalmift was in fucb as excelled in Virtue ; .f 
that he was a- companion to them tktitfedred 
God } that men will form their judgement 
concerning you from the character of thofe 
with whom you affociate : and tfc&t, ; ac- 
cording to the natnral proptjifity bf yotr 
heart to evil and the* powerful corttagion 
of corrupt example, an Unfavourable judge- 
ment, if at prefent prematura wftl 'probably 
be verified. -.:*.;, :.**. \. 

VI. In the general department and con- 
duct of fociety the young receive a peculiar 
meafure of benevolent attention* Their 

* . miiKte 
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ihinds too have* not as yet forgotten early 
leflbns and habits of compliance : nor loft 
the warmth of fanguine credulity amidft 
protra&ed experience of hypocrify and 
felfiftineft* Henc? the Chriftian duty of 
benevolence urges Its demand* on youth 
with greater pofitive advantages, and in the 
face of fewer obftacles, than ,exift in ma. 
turef lifei If the world, tolerant as it may 
be where age has chilled the feelings of 
fympathy* and caution chained the hand of 
liberality, "regards youthful malignity and 
youthful Unkiadnefs with deteftation : with 
What eyes (hall Gad, who propfWttces the 
Want of benevolence unchriftiaft .,Jn *ny 
period, behold it in the young I Though 
\the relief of the diftr^ffed by pecuniary af~ 
fiftance, or by thofe comforts which money 
can purchafe, is fa far from conftituting the 
fubftanee of benevolence, that you may bt* 
jtow all your goods to feed the poor and be to- 
ially devoid of G&aiftiAti charity; it is yet one 
..the fruits which true benevolence cannot 
km render* If any man hath this wortd's 
good 9 and ftctb bir brother have needy and 
fhuttetb up his bowels of cotnpajfion from him ; 
how dwelleth the bve of God in > him\b) \ 
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If we are all members one of another, fel- 
low-members of that body of which Cbrijl 
is the bead: if to feed the hungry, to give 
drink to. the thirfty, to take in the ft ranger, 
to clothe the naked, to vifit the fick and 
the prifoner, is to minifter to the neceffities 
of Chrift (c) : how dwelleth the love, of bur 
Redeemer in us, if we minifter not to thofe 
whom& is not ajloamed to call bis brethren, 
whofe treatment he confiders as . exper- 
ienced by himfelf? To oeconomy.as a 
Branch', of felf-government a flight allftfion 
has recently been made., tet cecqnomy 
n<Hv Jbe regarded in a .point of view {till 
more attra&ive : let it be regarded as the 
fountain appropriated to feed the ftreajn. of 
beneficence. If we are fretted to looi 
every man to the things of others : if the.poor 
man is commanded to npork with bis bands, 
that he may have to give to.bim thai need* 
etb: Shall not youth in efcfy circum(lances 
feve that it may beftow I Shall youtfyaantent 
itfelf with the renunciation of expensive' va- 
nities ? Shall it not delight to impofe filencc 
on many guiltlefs defires ; to facrifice many 
lawful indulgences ; to reftri<3; within nar- 
rower limits the portion of time employed 
in harmlefs but unneceflary; occupations; 

(c) Matth, xxv. 35, &c. 

that 
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that by difpenfing bounty with a larger 
hand, by diffufing comfort over a wider 
circle of mifery, it may gratify itfelf not 
merely in the ampler exercife of compaf- 
fion, but in more abundant manifestations 
of love to its God and its Redeemer ? 

By the operation of benevolence on the 
heart let the young be guarded againft that ' 
pronenefs to entertain hafty jealoufies, and 
to form uncharitable opinions, to which, 
amidft the unexpe&ed difcoveries of evil 
in their aflbciates, they will be tempted. 
In contempfating thofe whom on the whole 
you difapprove, let the eye be no lefs open 
to merits than to^ failings. Let the failings 
of another teach you to meditate on your 
own offences. Univerfally difcreet, fami- 
liar exclusively with the good ; be candid, 
and courteous,and befievblent to all. 

VII. Of youlh 6necf the principal orna- 
ments -is diffidence. : With fome of the 
duties alrpatiy'idy^ftigated, particularly with 
docility afhd t-evelftrice^f agfe, diffidence is 
intfriiately joined/* So* extenfive ^ however 
are its bearings on the charaEter, fo general 
feits itaportance as a fafeguard to youthful 
virtue, that its claims to f^parate confidera- 
tion arc not to be withftood. To be little 
D d 3 in 
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in [ybur oivn eyes ; tt> diftruft your own 
pbWertj to deem humbly Of your dwn at- 
tainments $ to feck* for wifdora from the 
experienced ; to, honour all men ; in lowli- 
nefs of mind to efteem others better thaq 
yourfclf ; to decline the hauntt of tempta- 
tion j to reprefs the fallite of vatjity ; to 
nip affe&ation in the bud ; to refill the 
fuggeftions of pride ; to fttfn a deaf ear to 
the perfuafions of ambition ; to recoil from 
the voice of flattery; to recpive bleffitag* 
with lively confeioufqefs of demerit y t0 
refign them with thankfuliiefi that they 
have been enjoyed fo long? %Ktk are 
among the leflbn6 of diffidence/ plainnefe 
and modefty of apparel ate jndifpepfable 
tokens of diffidence. So pronouttces St 
Paul, when, in comtadiftindtion to decora- 
tions confiding in geld and peart? <i?td ctflfy 
array j he dire£& that kvvmtn fabxffihdorn 
(hem/elves with Jbamf^edkifs\^^J^^ 
dence is likewifeinfeparabie^ftoto infeeknfeft. 
Their union is f epeAt<4^ ^tefiippofed in 
the injunctions of Holy "■ Writ, ^hus 
when the female fex is watfrtd'By St ptter 
againft a fondnef^ for exterior eiAbellifh- 
fapntsy the Apofttej acebfidijag to thp di- 

[d) i Tim. S. 9. 

vine 
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vine wifdom ftamped on every page df the 
Scriptures, fnbjoins : Let tbeir adorning be 
the. ornament of a meek and quiet Jpirit ; an 
ornament which* however undervalued, 
negle&ed, or defpifed by the world, Win 
the Jigbt of God of great price [e). If low- 
linefa aftd humility, if convi&ion of inhe- 
rent weaknefc, if gratitude for undeferved 
mercies, are requtfite in every Chriftian : 
from every age and fex diffidence is re- 
quired* If the obligation is to be ftrength- 
ened by confeipufnefs of inexperience : it 
weaves additional ties around youth. If 
delicacy of frame and of mind, naturally 
predifpofing to diffidence,, are efpecial in* 
dications of the divine will : then* is the 
want of diffidence peculiarly offenfive in 
young women* The declared. 4>bje£t of 
the Scripture >wit& rdpe&to the female 
fex is Dpi form * retiring chara*3er. To be 
keepers 4ft bom; tp guide the boufc; to be 
obedient to tbeir hqfbands ; , to bring up tbeir 
children - r to unUe^tfr,modeftandrefpe£lful 
deference, with cbqfo&mverfation ; not to be 
fdfyrs 3 nor tattiers^nox bqfy-bodies r nor wa#* 
^rersfromjNifetfiJkQufc } thejfe are among 
file facred precepts defigned to itnprefe andto 

v (#) 1 Pet. Iii. _!• . . 

P d 4. fuflaiu 
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fuftain it..:' Agamft -that chara&er the pre- 
vailing fyfterm of modern education and 
modern proceedings declares war. • If the 
precept to he adorned ivitb Jhamefacednefs^ 
when prefented to parents and inftru&ors, 
be received with paflive acquiefcence in- 
terring no pra&ical regard ; it experiences 
favourable treatment. More frequently it 
is encountered with a fmiie of -ietf-com* 
placent fagacity, with open indifference, or 
with undifguifed contempt ; as an anti- 
quated injundion abrogated by eftabliflied 
cuftom, a maxim annulled as inconfiftent 
with the fuperior tafte*nd breeding of a po- 
lifhed age. And the pupil who*is.unfortu«ate 
enough to betray fymptoms of a tendency 
to exemplify: 'it, hears her conformity to a 
fcriptural model, her obfervance of a fcrip- 
tural duty, pronounced; vulgarity and ig- 
norance of i the world 5' and w taught that 
the adorning which God b as beftowed and 
enjoined is in die eyeaAoff enlightened fa- 
fhion a bleraifh and a.diigrafce.. The leading 
concern of the greater nuAiber of thofe 
perfons, who as relatives or guardians have 
the fuperinteridence ^of yqung *omen, 
fedms to be,»firft r to train ppthe pupil in 

'actompliftiments for the purpofe of difplay; 

' snd, afterwards', to pufli her forward into 
;■■■■ occafions 
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©ccafions contrived forV-difpldying -therti;* 
To a& thusiaiftyJed ^dbing juflici" to her! 
If, from thefe^ leffons amd^this^ifcipline 
fbe ftiould^efeupe\with the feelings of diffr- 
"derice unfubdued } {he is conftghech to the 
influence. of that general and J unabafhed 
familarity, which' conftitutes, in the appre- 
hetifion of rtiultkudes, the eafe and. perfec- 
tion of modem manners. Remember, ye 
young, the inftru&ions of your God. .; Let 
not cuftom with . her countlefs, wor- 
shippers . feduce you to* deem, effrontery 
politenefs j or to regard a Chriftian grace 
a& dependent on the rfen&ioaof An idol. 
Come out from among \tbem^ . and be ye fe~ 
parate. - * ..-\y..\x : ,v -■;.:■*;•/■.: 

But while diffidence is.affiduoufty che-^ 
rifhed as po/tefs in itfeJfawiftue than as 
tb& ornan>e**t : .and .guaceLvof every other 
virtue ;,lst incite nature J>e:fo mifconemved* 
its influence fo unwifely extend*d, v aa to 
rob the mkid of(felf-p0ffeflSoo;.v Aa^idft ui- 
^tuious humility .an4 : Tetiri&g^meekriefc* 
let difcenvpent <tt>?.tpsfs&*yfe .the , track of 
xluty* promptitude to eifter it, perfeyfcraace 
to abide in it, be unimpaired. Let not 
Chriftian mpdefty, degenerate, into ; £alfe 
,fhame. , Be not ajhamed % nvhen it concerneth 
thyfouL For there is ajhame that bringeth 
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Jin : and there is ajbatnc which it glory ana 
grate. Accept no per/on againjl tby fad ; 
and kt not the reverence of Uny tnah± ctmfe 
thee to fall. Be not thou ajhamed df the taw 
of the Moji High. Be not thou ajhamed of 
the teflimony of our Lord (/*). Ridicule is 
the weapon which the diffidence of youth 
w xs leaft able to pany. Tajte then to thy- 
felf the Jhield of faith \ That (hicld no 
'dart of the wicked one can penetrate. 
When finners entice tbee % confent thou ~not. 
Follow not a multitude to do evil. Remember 
Him, who for thy fake bid not bis face from 
Jhatne andfpitting, endured the croft, defpifed 
the fbame (g). Remember his awful de- 
nunciation : Whofoever Jhall be ajhamed \of 
me and my words f ofbhnjball the Son of 
man be ajhamed when be comet b in his own 
gbry and the glory if the Father (k). Re- 
member the* Apoftles of your Lord, who 
rejoiced that they ivere counted H&ortby to 
jujferjbame for his name (/). As Gbrtfi has 
fnffered for ur; arm yourfelf % Mewife^ukb 
the fame mind. IfanyrmnfuJferasd>Chr^ 
tian y let him not be ajhamed; but Ut frim 

(/) Eccl'us, it. io— 22. xlii. i, 2. -2 Tim. I. 8. 
0.-Kf.»1.6* Heb.xii.-2. - (£) Mark, vSL 38. Luke, 
**• * r h {*) AtoyY. 41. v 

- glmfy 
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glorify God on this behalf, Bltjftd art thou 
when tptn Jhall revik thee, and fay all man- 
ner of evil concerning thee falfaly fir the 
fake if Qhr\ft* Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad {k). Maintain not an unhallowed 
filence, when evil is fet before thee. ,With 
roeeknefs, yet openly and firmly, bear thy 
teftimony to the commandments of thy 
Redeemer. Confefs Him before men; 
that, when He Jhall appear, thou mayejl have 
confidence \ and not be ajhamed before. Htm 
\ fit Jiis coming (/)• 

VIII. A duty whofe claims on youth are 
particularly ftrong, whofe fphere embraces 
eyery duty already inculcated, finally pre- 
sents itfelf. This duty is Exertion, 

He that gptberetb in funrnpr, is a wife 
fan (m). If to require much from thofe* 
to whom much has been committed baa 
rule of equity fo obvious, as to have efta- 
bliflbed by the common confent of man- 
kind itsatrthority over worldly tran&£Upfts ; 
do you forget that God has promulgated 
this identical j#l© 9s the criterion pf yo\ir 
final doom ? The line of exertion traced 

(i) liPet. iv, i ? 16. Matth. v« 11. - (/) i Jobit 
ii. 28. (m) Prov. x. 5. 

out 
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out by the hand of duty for the youth of 
either fex will be vatied by the elevations 
and depreflions, and by every other variety 
of local circuniftances, which diverfities of 
rank and fituation introduce into that part 
of the map of life through which in dif- 
ferent inftances it is conduced. And in 
all cafes the exertion of young women will 
predominate in the 'unobcrufive. offices of 
domeftic life j that of the robufter fex in 
the laborious cares of bufinefs. Rejoice 
then, ye young, in your ftrength ; rejoice, 
not that you have ftrength for toilfome 
diflipation 'and finful indulgence, but 
ftrength to dedicate to God : ftrength to 
fuftain the declining years and requite the 
early folicitude of a parent ; ftrength to 
uphold a brother or a fifter tottering in the * 
rugged paths of tribulation; ftrength to 
fuccour a circle of relatives and friends in 
proportion to their refpeftive clainis and 
neceffities ; ftrength to prove by £&iVe and 
diverfified lifefulheft that you love your 
neighbour as yourfetf; ftrength td foperiii- 
tend and guide in the fear of God* a ftoufe- 
hold or progeny of your own ; ftf tfrigth to 
labour in the difcharge of the duties at- 
tached to the ftatibn in which HeVhb dif- 
pofes the lot of all men has ordained that 

*7 you 
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you fhouidi labour for Him* .Rejoice, ye. 
young : rfejoioe'and glorify yourRedeegaer. 
Be not partakers <of othpr rnensJinsL: .keep. 

your/elves pmrei Bear fruit abundantly unto 
Chrift. La^y up .treafures for . life everl&ftr* 
ing. Enaplpy your .unbroken, vigour, y<?u& 

, unclouded minds, as injirummts of rigbtftoq/r.: 
nefs.unto hjolinefs ; inftriimenjtsfpr promot;ijQg v 
the temporal and eternal welfare. of y&uj> 
felf and of all with whom yQU are^cOn- 
ne<3:ed... t Be diligent in well-dqingi ,: Bs 
riot enfnaredfotto a purfuit.of trifles. Woxk» 
thou who art; 'entering, on the days p£ thy. 
prime, work.for God and for man. . \Th?n f 
when thy luhha tremble .with age, and. Ian-*- 
guor creeps, .over thy, frame ; then. ihaU . 
thine heart be cheered -with the r^mem^ 
brajice pf; pafl: exertion ;. then fhajt.thou '. 
blefs the\graj:e of God, \vhici| c)i{$tfe4<#nd . 
enabled thee* to bear, with . fouh/ul f>erfe T . 
verance i the burthen and &£&t. of th^d^y. . . . 
In the fubji?^,whi<;fj7hay^pCGU84e4,tJie 
prefent and th& preceding : difcourfe, . you, 
have ccfntepapla.te^my 4 ypvithf\il frifipds, 
the prindip&jf; marks o»£thatrfcnptpral r /cha- 
racter, for ; the attainment-. ojf which yqur 
God commands you to cotne forth .fltid be 

feparate from thp wQrWL •«.- Xfiuch not the uht . 
clean thing, v"A folenm and; moft cowiprfir 

henfive 
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feenfive mjun&km ! You are furrounded 
„by contagion* Contamination Ifcrks ort 
every fid*. The obje&s which cuftom and 
example obtrude on youf regard *fe tod 
often tike onto <tohitedfcpuicbres % winch in- 
died appear beautiful outwardly but "Within 
eft full of dead men y s bones and dll unclean- 
nefs. The paths which you are invited to 
tread lead among graces ivhkb appear not y 
and the men that walk over them are not 
aware of them. Linger not in the precm&s 
of deftru&ion. Sport not amidft the breath 
of mfe£Uon. Pity the wretched vi&imsof 
corruption : but come out from among them 
and be' ye feparate. Such is the mandate ! 
Does the Father of mercies ifluc a command 
unaccompanied with encouragenieht to * 
obedience \ Never. What, in the prefent 
inftance, is the encouragement ? / will re- 
ceive you % and will be a Father unto jou % and 
yefhall be my Jons and daughters, faith the 
Lord Almighty. What though folly fluffs 
her doors againft your return ? My por- 
tals open at your approach. What though 
pride difclaims your friendfhtp \ I will 
love yotf as a Father. What though ther 
world difownsyoti asherchildretr? Ye fhalL 
be my fons and daughters, faith Jehovath. 
Within the fcope of this pcomife wbM ble£- 

fi&g 
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fing is not coraprifed ! To be refcued from 
the dominion of darknefs and tranflated 
Into the kirigdbm of light; to be tranf- 
Formed from enemies into fervants of the 
Moft High; to be made objefts of love t6 
Infinite Goodnef6; to be fhcltcred under 
the wings di Omnipotence j to be guided 
by the fuperintendence of Eternal Wifdom; 
to be wtf&ed in*he blood, fan&ified by the 
grace* accounted as the brethren, of God's 
Inornate Son ; to receive into our hearts 
the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry % Abba, 
ifaibtr ! to have the Spirit it/elf bear wit- 
nefs with our fyirit that we are the children 
of Gwf; to be heirs of God and joint^heirs 
with Qbrifi ; to rejoice under every earthly 
trial with joy unjpeakable end full of glory in 
the hope of an incorruptible inheritance of 
biift: thefe are among the privileges of 
the fons and daughters of the Almighty* 
Having therefore thefe promifes, dearly be- 
loved; let us cleanfc ourfdves frm fllJXtbi* 
nefs of jlejh <w4fpirit y perfecting bolinefs in 
the fear xfQod. ^Azxk the earneftnefs of 
afieAionatc ftttrcaty with which the Apoftle 
animates yon to labour for the high prize 
of your calling. : Jfpcak^.hz cries, almoft 
immediately befiprp Jje, delivers the words 
of theaext> tffycak as unto my children. 
. ..? *i " Bear 
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£ca£ : with me; if \ feel a portion of hi$ 
parr>?flt^isi.. 4f J fpfipk as unto my cbildre/t f 
St^qJJ f tb,efe .^upi^pU6 mercies be propofed 
J»,yi)U.W.T^?^.Wheri 1 ihe 1^ .of..t.he 
jupiyeifcy the C^d,whofe a fevour.icoiiftkutes 
jbje.- ; blefferineki c£j aagds and^^archangpls}- 
ftnetehes forth- t$ yqui the -arrfis. G^pttera^l 
jaw ; do : yoa-'fcftoil, dcu ygu-.tafflatc,- do 
you c loiter ? ..Whfcn Jefus( tht (Redeemer of 
mankind pointy. tp the cr6fs.on which he 
died for your.ofl&ices, atid .thence diredls 
your.^yes to the,*pai>fion& ifc J^is 'Father's 
houfe; will y.otj^pT^vdlyQuriil^es.dcad tt> 
gratitude,' b%d- to gl^ry)? -.-When '$« 
Spir&tff fan^iticatiQn is 4fclH$t<#js -.ft>> fli&d 
abroad the love q£ GghS im y<Hi*/'beatf s ; 
will yoli refefe the grace ofvadojpdiWH will 
you ieal youfcfeivesr the childiteri\o£ the de* 
vil ? . Far be fuch infatuation ! l Be you; 
like youthful Timothy, ml example ta be- 
lievers. Haften to range yoyrfelves under 
the Standard of Heaven. Survey the pro-* 
mifed recompenfe, the vi&brVctown. But 
prepare your hearts ibr the warfare. ' Pre^ 
pare to contend againft principalities and 
powers of darknd"s, agairifl the rulers of. the 
darkncfs.of this ^/^/*// againft the prince of 
this world, the God of this, wartd. Prepare 
to cleanfe yourfelves from ill filthinefs of 
flefh and fpirit. The body of corruption 

mud 
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imuft be kept under abfohite control. The 
deeds of the fleff* muft be tfioitified j its 
affe&ions and lufts mtfft be crucified. The 
baptifmal vow muft be fulfilled. The vairt 
imaginations of the heart muft be repre£- 
fed; the malignant pafiions quelled j th6 
afpirihg fchemes, the prefumptucrus confi- 
dence, the empty wifdom of unhumbled 
nature renounced. Every thought muft 
be brought- into fubje£fcion, reduced under 
capfivity to Chrift Jefus. There muft be 
nd referve ; no bartering and trafficking for 
heaven; no pretext of compenfation for 
one finful habit by many ads of obedience. 
The furrender of the foul to God muft be 
total. Not Some, filthinefs ^ but all filthinefs 
mull be abjured : not all filthinefs of the 
fiejh only, but all filthinefs alfo of the fpirit. 
The purpofe of cleanftng^ the practical aim 
of cleanfing, muft be univerfal. Nothing 
which pollutes in the eyes of God muft 
be tolerated. Not only muft all filthinefs 
be cleanfed away, but holtnefs muft be per- 
fected. A negative chara&er is unknown 
to the Scriptures. ', If you are anxious to be 
purified from iniquity; you are anxious 
Ukewife for pofitive acquifitions, for con- 
tinual progrefs in holinefs. For thofe ac- 
Tjuifitions in that progrefs, you are incef- 
Vol. II. E e fantly 
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fantly to labour. The pattern of your 
Saviour is to dwell upon your mind. To 
transfer into your own difpofitions an en- 
creafing portion of his Spirit; to form 
your own conduct into a nearer and nearer, 
however diftant, refemblance of his excel- 
lence ; to grow in grace, to add virtue to 
virtue, to prefs forward towards the mark, 
to furmount the remaining obftacles of fin, 
to break the bands which retard your exer- 
tions j to be holy as Chrift is holy, perfect 
as he is perfect ; to redouble your fpeed 
when you difcover yourfelf to have linger- 
ed, your diligence when you perceive that 
you have been carelefs : behold the tenor 
of your life, if you are bent on perfe&ing 
holinefo. But who is fufficicnt for thefe 
things ? No man. How then is holinefs 
to be perfected ? In the fear of God* Fear 
God : and the difficulties of a Chriftian 
courfe are no longer the fubjed of de- 
fponding apprehenfion. The fear of God 
infufes the prefence of His , all-fufficienC 
grace. The fear of God infpires lowlinefs ; 
but in working lowlinefs it creates confix 
dence in Him who has promifed to uphold 
the humble. It fummons to unremitting' 
fupplication : but teaches that He whom, 
you fupplicate is mighty to fave. Go ou 
4 then 
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then in the Jlrength of the Lord : make men- 
lion ' of his tighteoufnefs only* Picture to 
yourfeives one of the children of this world 
grown old in fin and unconcern ; and 
throwing his eye backward over the gloom 
Cf Wafted yeafs. Behold the hand of hea- 
ven writing bitter things againji him, and 
Ciufing him' to pojjefs the iniquities of his 
ybuih ! Can he recall the day that is 
pad? Can he ftretch forth thef remnant 
of age to the meafure of his paft period 
(if probation ? Will regret transform the 
fruits which he has borne unto fin into ac- 
cumulated treafures of holinefs ? Suppofe 
his heart broken and contrite* At what 
price would he not rejoice to purchafe the 
Chance of thofe years, which Providence 
fiiay yet have in fibre for you ! With what 
eagernefs of holy exertion, with what de- 
terminations of righteous perfeverance, 
would he entef upon his new career ! With 
What folicitude would he watch over"hi$ 
heart ; with what humility v/ou!d he reft 
On the grace ctf his Saviour ; with what 
ttd\ would he labour for a lot i ( n thq inhe- 
ritance of the faints ! To him this defcrip- 
tion is a fhadow* To you it may be a 
difplay of realities* Do what the aged pe- 
. aitent would have done. Lofe not a mo* 

E c 2 ment. 
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ment. The fpan yet remaining to the 
aged penitent, fcanty as are the limits with- 
in which the courfe of nature confines it f 
may be longer than that which you are 
to occupy. If you procraftinate your de- 
qifion ; he may be glorifying God in a 
Chriftian old age, when you have clofed in 
death an unchriftian youth. Hear the 
invitations of Jehovah ! Devote your- 
felves to that Mafter, of whofe fervice you 
never (hall repent. Choofe that good part \ 
which Jhall never be taken away from you. 
I anticipate the afpirations of your fouls. — 
" O God! we defpife not thy promifes; 
• c we difregard not thy mercies. Incline 
" us, enable us, to come forth and be fep&* 
" rate. Preferve us from the unclean thing ; 
" receive us to Thy felf. Send down the 
" Spirit of thy grace to dwell with us, to 
ic guide our hearts in thy teftimonies, to 
" eftablifh our feet in thy paths. , So fhall 
" we be thy fons and daughters, O Lord 
u Almighty ! We fhall reign with thee, 
" Jefns our Redeemer ! We fhall rejoice 
" jfor ever befor thy throne, Our Father 
ci which art in heaven I" 



SERMON XX. 

On the Method of Salvation. 



Acts, xvi. 30. 

What muji I do to befaved ? 

CUPPOSE a mariner fhip wrecked on a 
defert ifland to behold in the horizon 
the blu& fummits of a chain of mountains, 
which he knows to rife in a cultivated re- 
gion flouriftiing with all the comforts of 
life. To arrive at that happy land becomes 
the obje£t of his unceafing defire. But 
how is the object to be attained ? Shall a 
(lender raft, fuch alone as in his deftitute 
condition he can fabricate, float him thither 
amid currents and winds and waves ? Some* 
times, in a moment of confidence, he per- 
* fuades himfelf that his deliverance is within 
f the compafs of his own ability. Soon he 
recognifes the feeblenefs of his powers, 
E e 3 the 
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the certain inefficacy of his exertions ; and 
is ready to call on the rocks and woods of 
his abode to fhield him from the lingering 
deftrudlion which awaits him. Then he 
rears his. fignals along the £hore, anxious 
if they may but win the notice of fome 
bark from a civilifed nation, or even of the 
vagrant canoe of a favage ; and thus procure 
for him a paffage to the haven where he 
would be^ or, at leaft, affiftanceon his way, 
and inftru&ions how to accomplilh the re- 
mainder of his courfe. Behold the pic- 
ture of a firmer felf-convided of guilt, con- 
fcious of impending judgement, aware of 
the poffibility of deliverance, ignorant of 
the method by which deliverance is to be 
attained, and eagerly looking around for 
information and fuccour ! 

What mujl I do to be favedf Such was 
the queftion w,hich the jailor at Philippi 
prepolcd to Paul and Silas. . Self-con- 
demned as a tranfgreflfor ; earneft, like the 
Ihipwrecked mariner, for efcape ; and in 
one refpe£t fingularly favoured, infomuch 
as by the terrors of the fupernatural earth- 
quake he was convinced that the way of 
falvation was to be learned from the very 
perfons whom he had recently thruft into 
the iuuenpoft dimgeon ; he fervently im- 

plorefl 
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plored, in the few and moft comprehen- 
five words which the extremity of folici- 
tude infpired, the guidance of thefe met- 
fengers of Chrift. We, no lefs than thfe 
jailor,, are fully fatisfied that from the word 
of God, however it be conveyed ; from the 
meffengers of Chrift, whether they fpeak 
to us in perfon' or in their writings ; the 
way of falvation is to be fought. Pro- 
pofing therefore that queftion, each of us 
for himfelf, let us firft confider the anfwers 
which many who bear the name of Chrif- 
tians return to ifc And fecondly, let us 
fearch for the anfwer returned to it in the 
Scriptures. 

I. What mujl I do Jo befaved? " Be de- 
<c cent," it is by fome replied, " in your 
u life and converfation. Obferve with re- 
" gularity the eftabliflied rites of publjc 
" worftiip. Be upright in your dealings. 
" Maintain a refpe&able character. In- 
" dulge not in any flagrant vice. Adt 
c * thus, and you will have no caufe for ap- 
" preheqfion. God is a God of mercy. 
" He. does not expe£t unreafonable fervice. 
" He is< not a rigorous matter, an unjuft 
u judge. He khows our ftrengtb, or ra- 
*•* thet our weaknefs : and he demands not 
; E e 4 . " from 
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the certain inefficacy of his exertions ; and 
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fengers of Chrift. We, no lefs than thfe 
jailor y are fully fatisfied that from the word 
of God, however it be conveyed ; from the 
meffengers of Chrift, whether they {peak 
to us in perfon' or in their writings ; the 
way of falvation is to be fought. Pro- 
pofing therefore that queftion, each of us 
for himfelf, let us firft confider the anfwers 
which many who bear the name of Chrif- 
tians return to it. And fecondly, let us 
fearch for the anfwer returned to it in the 
Scriptures. 

I. What mujl I do. to befaved? " Be de- 
" cent," it is by fome replied, " in your 
u life and converfation. Obferve with re*- 
" gularity the eftabliflied rites of publjc 
" worftiip. Be upright in your dealings. 
" Maintain a refpe£table character. In~ 
" dulge not in any flagrant vice. A6t 
c * thus, and you will have no caufe for ap- 
" preheqfion. God is a God of mercy, 
" He does not expe£t unreafonable fervice. 
" He is< not a rigorous matter, an unjuft 
u judge* He khows our ftrength, or ra- 
*■* thet our weaknefs : and he demands not 
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" from off more than we are aWe to per* 
" form* He is acquainted with the incli- 
" nations x>£ our nature : and though he 
* c ufes ftrong language in the Scriptures 
**ior the purpofe of re draining us within 
" equitable bounds, he will not call us to 
u a ftri£t account for the moderate indul* 
u genee of our defires." The meaning of 
counfei is often illuftrated by looking to 
the condu£k of the counfello^ Survey the 
general conduct of the men who offer this 
counfei* What is the ordinary courfe of 
their lives ? Altogether worldly. You fee 
each man, under the fallacious garb of de- 
corum, living to his favourite paffions and 
propenfities. One is habitually fenfual \ 
another, proud ; another, covetous ; ano- 
ther unchafte. The worfliip paid to 'God 
is a cold and formal and relu&ant fervice. 
The heart is devoted to its own idol. You 
fcarcfely feel' it neceffary to refer to the 
Scriptures in order to learn whether thefe 
advifers have returned a fatisfadtory an- 
fwer to your queftion. Your underftand- 
ing fuffi'cfes; YoU reply to yourfelf : " If 
%% pra&icdly and habitually I live to the 
u -world ; how can I hope for a. reward 
"Ymrn : God? If, while I profefe to be 
"his tervant, i am iu my heart aod con- 
c >dudt 
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u <Ju£k feeking my own pleafure only : 
*' I am a hypocrite. Can hypocrify lead 
u to fal vation ? I muft afk other counfeU" 
What muft I do to be faved ? " You 
u judge rightly," reply your new inftruc- 
tors, " that your former advifers have fur- 
** nifhed a very imperfect anfwer to your 
** enquiries. They have forgotten that a 
u chara&er, to bepleafing to man' or to 
"God, muft be amiable. Sweetnefs jof 
*' manners, eafy affability, courteoufneft 
$i and good humour, are indifpenfable« 
f< Be candid. Judge no one. Shun mo* 
* rofenefs. Partake freely of the gifts of 
* c heaven. Gaiety is the proper attribute 
" of innocence. Study to pleafe all, and 
iC to make all pleafed with themfelvfcs* 
u To cbeerfulnefs add liberality according 
" to your convenience. So fhall you ren4 
cc der all around you happy in this world ; 
" and may juftly conclude that God wity 
" render you happy with them in the next." 
Still you perceive, notwithftanding th$fe 
impofing terms,, that the fuggefted addi- 
tions may have contributed to the former 
character nothing but a fpecious varnifh. 
Thofe additions may be nothitig better than 
more refined accomplKhments. How many 
felfifh, hpw many deceitful, how many 

aban- 
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abandoned men have ' correfponded with 
this defctiption ! Can thofe qualities which 
may be attained, thofe proceedings which 
may be adopted, by the wicked, enfure 
falvation ? But allow the qualities to be in 
fiheferity poflefled. Concede to them their 
dGe excellence. How far are they from 
£on*#ifeting the fcriptural picture of a Chrif- 
tiarif How far does this decent and ami- 
able 1 man fall fhort of the example dis- 
played by the Apoftles, and the early fol- 
lowers of Chrift ? What proof is here to be 
found of fan&ity, of heavenly-mindednefs, 
of fuperiority to the world, of mortifica- 
tion of the corruptions of the heart ; of 
thofe difpofitions towards God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, which the 
Scriptures inceflantly inculcate and de- 
mand ? More is yet requifite. The ques- 
tion is ftill unanfwered. What muft I do 
to be faved ? 

" If you would be faved," replies ano- 
ther fet of advifers, " be a ufeful chara&er. 
" Benevolence is the firft of Chriftian vir- 
u tties. He t hat lovetb his neighbour bath 
t% fulfilled the law. Be adlive for the godd 
u of others. Beftif yourfelf zealoufly in 
"the fmblic offices belonging to- ycur 
" ftation. Affift your friends with yoiir 

" advice, 
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"advice, with your intereft, with your 
" purfe. Forward local concerns. Patro-» 
" nize general improvements. Encourage 
%i public inftitutions. Abound in private 
" charity. So fhall your name be ho- 
iC noured among men. So (hall you not 
c * fail to receive falvation, the due reward 
u of your virtues." That you mull la- 
bour to be ufeful, if you would obtain fal- 
vation, is unqueflionable. It is' equally 
true that he, who loveth his neighbour* 
'hath fulfilled the. law, fo far as his conduit 
towards his neighbour is concerned. BijS 
is religion fummed up \n ufefulnefs to your 
neighbour ? Does not religion look to^ mo- 
tives ? If it be not from a religious motive 
that we are ufeful to our neighbour; is 
our ufefulnefs any mark of religion ? Has 
it any principle in common with religion? 
If a wicked man from a wicked motive 
performs an aft of great ufefulnefs to hts 
neighbour; is he therefore religious? If a 
carelcfs man from a motive neither virtuous 
nor criminal confers a (ignal benefit on 
another ; is he therefore religious ? Mere 
ufefulnefs, it is evident, proves nothing, 
and avails nothing. Then as to the fulfil- 
ment of the law. Is it qmjy towards man 
that we havQ 3. law to obfe^ve ? Is there 

not 
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not a God? Are we hot bound by a law 
to him ? Are theje not peculiar duties con- 
tinually owing to him ? Is not every a£t of 
duty to man founded on duty to God? 
Is not every a& of duty to man acceptable 
before God only when it is performed from 
love to God ? Are we not~ commanded, 
what&t>er we do, to do all to the glory of 
Cody that God may in all things be glorified 
through Jefus Cbrift ? It is undeniable then 
that ufefuinefs to man is not the bafis by 
which a title to falvation can be fuftained. 
What nraft I do to be faved I 

•* You forget," exclaims another clafs, 
u you 'forget the fhare which the atonement 
"of Chrift vindicates to itfelf in the work 
u of human falvation. Wfe will difclofe 
M to you the grounds on which we are 
" con6dent that we ourfelves fhall be faved* 
44 We have always fhewn ourfelves punc- 
44 tual in frequenting religious ordinances, 
44 We have led extremely moral lives. We 
44 have not overlooked amiablenefs of de- 
44 portment. We have been highly ufeful 
44 in our generation. On each of thefe 
41 foundations, were we inclined to boaft, 
44 we might eftablifh powerful pretenfions. 
44 But we remember the frailty of our com- 
i4 mon nature ; and do not wifh to di(Tem-> 

"blc 



€C 



Ct 



On the Method of Salvation. 419 

cc ble our own jmperfe&ions. . We, thank 
" God that we are not as many other men 

are : but before him we do not profefe 
* to be righteous. We acknowledge that 

we are to be faved through Jefus Chrift* 
" Much as we have done, fomething con- 
" fiderable, we doubt not, has been left 
€C undone. That deficiency Chrift will fup- 
" ply. Our own merits, balanced agaiaft 
f< our offences, are infafficient to turn the 
" fcale. Chrift will add from his what is 
<c needful to make it preponderate." . 1$ 
this then the Gofpel plan of falvatiocr 
through a Redeemer; of falvation by free 
grace ; of falvation not of works, left any 
man fhould boaft ? If Abraham/ the father 
of the faithful, the friend of the Moft 
High, had nothing whereof to glory before 
God : do you prefume to come as claims 
ants of falvation in part, in great ^part, as 
of debt ; as in part, in great part, due to 
you on the ground of purchafe by the me^ 
rit of your works ? Was it to fupply the 
finall addition requifite to turn the fcale in 
your favour that Jefus Chrift became man, 
laboured, and died ? Is this an objed cor- 
refponding with the emotions of the Sacrect 
writers when their tongues labour for ut- 
terance, and feem incapable of producing 

expreffiops 
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expreffions adequate to (hadow out the 
tranfcendent.mercies. of redemption ? What 
is the glory .which you accord to the Son 
of God ? The glpry of your falvation ? N9. 
That glory you. aflume primarily to your- 
fel£ The chara&ers previoujly .defer ibed 
named not the . name , of Chrijl. They 
feemed not to take him into the account. 
One looked for falvation through decent 
morality : another added amiablenefs as 
a requifite; another fuhjoined ufefulnefs. 
You feek falvatiqn on the ground of felf- 
righteoufnefg. You name Chrift : bu{ it 
is only to djfhonour him. You take him 
into the account :. but it is only to exclude 
him from the chief concern, in the office 
of frving you. Each of your predecef* 
fors.was his own idol. You worfhjp your- 
felf. Miferable counfellors, miferable com* 
farters are ye all [a] ! My fins ftare me in 
the face. I feel my own helpleflhefs. 
What mull I do to be faved ?. 

II. You have heard fome examples of the 
manner in which the ignorant and the proud 
reply to this momentous queftion* Now 
receive an anfwer from an Apoftle : Believe 

(a) Job, xvi. 2. 

in 



On the Method tf Salvation: 4jt 

in the Lord J ejus Chrift; and tholl Jftalt be 
Javed* . .' , " ; '• ■■~ '/ 

. Believe in the Lofd-Jefus Chrift ! What 
is the meaning of this command, to the 
obfervante' of which the promife of falva-* 
tion is annexed? Is the" meaning this? 
44 I rauft acknowledge the Bible to be the 
" word of God. More particularly I muft 
44 give full credence to the narrative tokicfr 
44 the Scriptures deliver of the adtioiis ana 
44 the fufferings of Jefus Chrift. • I' muft 
44 believe all the articles of the Creed. "I 
44 muft keep my. mind fully fatisfied, in de- : 
" fiance of cavils and difficulties, that'the 
44 Chriftian religion is true. . I muft alfo" 
46 be perfuaded that the fpecific do&rines 
44 of the Gofpel are a&ual verities." This 
faith is the faith of the underftanding : and 
as a firft ftep, is absolutely neceflary. • But. 
if your faith is to condudt you to falvation, 
it muft be perfeded in another quarter. 
How fpake the Evangelift Philip ? 4i If 
44 thou believeft with all thine heart, thou 
" mayeft be baptifed." How fpeaks St. 
Paul ? " With the heart man belie veth unto 
44 righteoufnefs (£)." 

You perceive then that faith, if it ter- 
minates in^ the underftanding, is nothing. 
In its way to the heart it muft convince the 

(i) Afts, viii. 37. Ron-, x. ic. 
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judgement : becaufe our Maker deals witl* 
us as rational creatures, and requires a rea* 
fbnable fervice. But the heart is its obje& 
There it muft arrive. There it muft dwell* 
There it muft reign. , Believe with the 
heart ip the Lord Jefiis Chrift, and thou 

fhajt be&ved.. :/ ; ., 

Wh^t then does Ghriftian faiths aa go* 
verriing the heart, inciudeiilt implies, a 
deep fenfe of our owi^inherent corruption* 
For how fhall we "be duly foHcitou* for &< 
cure, unlefs we are iinpreflfed with thtf. 
danger of the difeafe ? It implies an aweful 
confeioufnefs of the. punifhment, to wbichr 
we have juftly become obnoxious by wilful 
tranfgreffion. For how fljall we be fuf- 
ficiently earned to be relieved from xhg 
penalty which we have incurred, unlefs we 
are fenfible of its amount? It iq&plies a, 
decided convi&ion of our own inability to 
discharge any part of our debt to divine 
juftice. For otherwife how fhall we be 
deeply anxious to feek for a mediator and 
a furety ? It implies a fervent defire to be 
refcued from the future dominion of fin. 
For to what purpofe ihould we be delivered 
from the fentence pronounced againft us, 
if we are fpeedily to bring down upon our-* 
felves the fame fentence again ? It implies 
an experimental knowledge that, if we are 
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''• ];48uM6ned to our natural ftrength, we fhall 
; ^^ueftiotiably be the prey of fin, as here- 
VfafiSre. For If We imagined ourfelves to 
^fe^qual to our own defence? why Ihould * 
. w look around for fuccoui-? It implies' 
/undbutiting* belief that in Chrift Jefds U 
^trfeiflt fal vation ; perfed wifdOtfl and righte- 
^ufnefs and fandlification and rederop- 
tu For otherwife where would be the 
ijtdet|t*sfte tfhcouragetnent to cdttfide our 
- ^tUMon to him ? It implies a fcbrdial a£ 
-♦ftjftitte that he alone is the way. the truth, 
^dibeiifej that no man cometb unto the 
thlher hut by him [c). For otherwife how 
fhall we be guarded againft the blafphe- 
tfaous delufion of framing to ourfelves co- 
^ihifte or fupplementary mediators? 
\ % Bow then will this faith matlifeft itfelf I 
.l8y iti fruits ; by its efficacy in impelling 
v :ind dpnftraining us to adfc in every refpeft 
^Onfej/ttiabiy to its nature. If we believe 
^g^efvcs to be radically corrupt ; we fhall 
i^tK^pce with difguft, the idea of pro- 
fiffing any righteoufnefs of our own. If 
/ iy^e believe ourfelves obnoxious to punifh* 
. iaeirt ; we fhall devoutly apply for an in- 
;.*fe*elft in the appointed ranfom. If we be* 

■/*;. (*) John, xir. 6% 

■?&*$ Oh, 11 Ff lieve 
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lieve oyrfelves utterly unable to difcharge 
any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging juftice of God urges againft us; 
we flhall confeft that our deliverance, if wp 
are delivered, will be an a£t of free and 
ynmerited^grace. If,vye are feryeatly.de;* 

iijrous of future, frolinefs i we fliall jfeek 

■*•*'■' • ' •. ft*' .-•■>■. a „ ■ * i ~%i 

v^itli proportionate Jolicitude the renewing 
influence of the Spirit of fan£tffication. * ff 
we. ar$ convinced that, left to ourfelyes* we 
cannot ,bwt fail ; we ffyaH place pu^ y^hole 
rpliance^on.the continued guidance and 
fiipport, of the Holy Gljioft. , If we pr$ 
convinced that Jefus Chrift is an alwty£- 
ficient Saviour; to hitn yve ihall have ye? 
courfe for falvation. If w$ are fatisfietj 
that there is falvation in no ptber^ihat ttyrp 
is no Qther-name under \heaven given among 
men 'whereby we may be favfd ': tahinj alone 
we (hall commit our foula. To hifxx we 
ihall fly v as the lamb of God who taketh 
away (he fins of the whole world; as 
having made atoncmept t even for us by. his 
Wood: as our prefent advocate with the 
Father ; as ever living tomak£ interceflion 
for us : as having the fuccours of the Holy 
Spirit at his difpofal : as inyefted with all 
power in earth and heaven : as loving us 
with unparalleled affedtion: as watching 

3 over 
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6ver us with unwearied care : as our ex- 
ample, our inftrudtor, our law-giver : as 
having afcended into the manfions of his 
Father to prepare a place for his fervants : 
as again to return in glory, that he may 
raife all the generations of man from the 
grave ; judge the aflembled world in righte- 
oufnefs; receive his faithful followers to 
himfelf ; and feal up the wicked with the 
devil and his angels in the abodes of un- 
utterable and everlafting definition. 

Thefe are the fruits of faith, when firft 
it brings the finner to the foot of the crofs. 
What are its fruits, when, rifing from the 
foot of the crofs, the penitent finner pro- 
ceeds to approve himfelf the fervant, of that 
Lord, who loved him and gaVe Himfelf 
for him? Its fruits are unto holinefe. 
Looking unto jfe/hs, the author and fnijhtr 
t>f his faith, the penitent finner a&uated 
by 'a new principle, living to new obje&b, 
devoted to a new matter, labours in the 
ftrength of .his Redeemers grace to be- 
come dead unto fin and alive only unto 
righteoufnefs. He is eager to manifeft hia 
gratitude to his Saviour. To the laws of 
thrift he cheerfully and unrefervsdly ful*- 
itths. In the ftejVs of Chrift : he endeavour* 
to tread. The glory of Chrift Ije to watchful 
Ff 2 and 
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and steatosis to pfoinow. In Ood^ thd 
/Father of his fcryicified? Lo*#phe behold^ a 
Father rectemciled everi tcj hira^ la bi» 
brethren of the houfehold of faith be. be* 
holds men united to hioifqlf not merely, by 
the common ties of nature, but by the ad- 
ditional and facred bands of redeeming love* 
Even in the wicked hebeholdathofe whom 
t the : Sbn of God died to favei/whom GtA 
>1kiH fparee that they may accept fafvattoa 
-through 'Fib Son. Hence a&ive love to 
€tod and iman chara&erife the Servant of 
ChrifL Fearful of falling fhort pf the glo- 
rious-- felvatitm fet before him i aware ©f 
*lhe tremendous power of hift fpiritual ene- 
>»y, yebnot caft down, beqftufe he reft$,P*l 
,*he arm vof an Almighty Redeemer ;, fee 
• ftodies to .adorn the dodriae of God hfc 
Saviour in- all things, to be a pattern; pf 
-every good work. Waking for the coming 
^pf his Lord, looking forward to things un- 
foen, he difplays not only the a&te virtues 
c of the Ghriftian character, but thofe alfp 
•which are paffive : refignaftbn to the etp-» 
~i ^ointments o£ God, patient enduransft of 
*i afiTiaiona, unwearied ftirg&rertefil p£ inn 
j%qric5, wiHingnefs to bear contempt hjj4 
■ -reproach: HFor righteirafnefs' fake.?. flu? rtft 
i 4^cttttifiu% for ac«ptwo* oa kb wotfcs j 

z^>:± i "-.;■. but 



Vat canfeibus that, unlefs hj$ faith i» ftY** 
danced by habitual worfcs of kolinefe* \h& 
tievttilhaU fee the Lord} he Wtfeiphungiy 
labours to maintain a conference voi4 p£ 
offence towards God and towards -map* 
Thus faith worketh by love, and l>y worlp$ 
proves itfelf to be perfect* . ' : * 

* To us individually,, my brethren, tHo 
great queftion i$> whether we are fipefcing 
fahration in the way which the Scriptures 
teach : whether we are feeking it through 
Him whom God has ordained to be the 
Redeemer. Are we placing coafidenpe in 
a moral abftinence from certain vice*, * 
a- moral regard to certain virtues ; h&vitig 
the form of g*diinefs % but denying tbtfowf 
thereof; decent in the externals of religion, 
t>ut reje&ing the univerfality of it$> i«to* 
minion, averfe to ita humbling and fpi* 
ritual nature? Ov do we repofe ewe 
trull on an amiable charader ; the refult 
of polifhed manners, eafy gpod-humour, 
engaging affability* and ready compaffion ? 
Ox are we depending on the fancied me- 
rits of ufefutneft} while, in the midft of 
wif ufefutnefs, God has not been in all cur 
thought* I Or are we phara&kalhjr pp* 
fuming oh»- a .' fuppofed rigbteoufoefy oof 
9itf ow« j bringing to thfi Gdw .-. q£^iU 
: ~ f * * thing* 
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thlngd as btr debtor^ or deeming omfeWei 
tb have paid a part of the price of our fak 
♦atioh iti thfc compensatory' cola of oil* 
bwn works ? Or are we relying e*rcf ufively 
dn Ghrift Jefus ? Co we feel ourfelves to 
b* dead, and conftrained W come unto Him 
that we may have life ? Thrbugh Him do 
we feek pardon and reconciliation and 
grace ? Have we taken his yoke upon 
IW?"' Are we willing to bear his burthen? 
Db we obey him as the Captain of otii* 
Taxation ? While, equally difclaiming an 
tfnpfodu&ive faith, and works proceeding 
from any other root than faith, we main- 
fain the infeparable union and the indiC- 
|>enfable neceflity of faith and works; do 
we accurately affign to each of thefe requi- 
fi'tes to falvation its proper and peculiar and 
fckcliifive office ? Do we ftedfaftly bear iii 
mind that faith is the inftrument whereby 
we obtain an intereft in that tfeafure, which* 
completely and fblely purchafes our falva- 
tion, the atoning merit of Jefus Chrift : 
and that good works, acceptable to God 
not through defert of their own, for our 
beft works are imperfe£ and finful, but 
folely through the blood of our Redeemer, 
aie requifite, as fruits of faith ; are requifite 
to prove the exifteace of that true faith of the 

heart* 
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heart, which, wherever it qxifts, cannot but 

produce them ? Dp we acknowledge thaf 

f^ith is the gift .of God ; a flame primarily 

kindled in the breaft by Him, and by Hij$ 

(till to be fuftained : a ftream to be prefervefj 

in purity and a&ivity qnly by perpetual fuj^ 

plies frpna that fountain. .whence; it orig*i 

gaily flowed ? rn 

If we now difcern^ my brethren, , tb(j 

momeitfous import of the queftion ftajtefl 

in the text ; if we perceive that frojn (l^f 

Word of God, from the Word of God ex* 

clufively, the anfwer is to be derived ; lejj 

us paufe an4 refled on the Angular ^gra^ 

titude with which, in canfequpnee of the 

extraordinary mercies '. vouchsafed tp iul 

our bofoms ought to glow. Caft your eyes 

over the map of the Chriftian world[ : ex^ 

tend your furvey through every region 

where the name of Chrift has been named: 

and point put, beyond t;he precinds of our 

native ifle, the fpot where we fhould have 

enjoyed equal advantages as to the attaia- 

ment of the knowledge of falyation. What 

if we had feen the light in Judea, the 

cradle of Chriftianity : or in Antioch, or 

in Colofle, or in Ephefus, or in Corinth f 

fcenes where the yineyard.of our Lord 

was planted and watered by Apoftlesr 

Trampling 
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Trampling oft %he rtrins of the temples of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoftj 
ire had bowed before the crefcent of Ma- 
hornet, and refted our everlafting hopes on 
the impoftures of the Koran, What if we 
had been born in any of the numerous 
kingdoms overfhadowed by the fupremacy 
of Rome: or within the bounds of that 
enormous empire, where the corruptions 
Of the Greek church maintain their fway ? 
Riveted in the chains of prteftcraft and 
foperftitlon; bending in idolatrous rever* 
eiice before imagefc or pictures; and con- 
figning our falvation to the care of ima- 
ginary interceflbrs ; we had forfaken the 
Mt Mediator between God and Man. I for- 
forbear minutenefs of comparison with thtf 
ftatc pf our Proteftant brethren abroad* 
Whatever be the points of fuperiority in 
btir lot, may the God of mercy impart 
them to the whole world ! Let us in the 
mean time rejoice with thankful humility 
in the lot which from His unmerited grace 
we have received. -Let us praife Him 
who has caufed us to inherit the bleffingS 
of a land of liberty, civil and religious ; of 
a church in do&rine evangelical, in difci- 
pline apoftolical, Let us remember that 
Jhotn him to whom much is given y mucbjball 

' I* 
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he required. When we contemplate the 
Hght with which we have been favoured : 
nationally and individually, what are we ? 
What punifhment do we not deferve? 
While the judgements of God are abroad 
in the world jv may the inhabitants of this 
our country learn rightebufnefs ! While 
the horizon is faddened with the encircling 
tempeft, while the thunders of vengeance ajje 
roaring in every furrounding land; may 
there be wrought in us through faith in the 
Lord Jefus the broken and contrite heart 
which God will not defpife ! To Him whb 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraided* 
not, let us plead for the gift of faith, the 
foundation of all other gifts from heaven, in 
conftant prayer. Let us ftrengthen our 
faith by the ftudy of his word ; by religious 
meditation ; by contemplating the ferven^ 
piety, the perfevering tioliriefs, the unfht- 
ken fortitude, the labours of love, the joy-' 
fiil endurance, the triumphant death, of 
eminent believers in Chrift Jefus in antienf . 
ot in later days. Let us encourage our- 
felvfe in our earthly pilgrimage by habi- 
tually looking forward with the eye of 
faith to the things unfeen^ that better coua* 
try, that blifsful home, that incorruptible 
inheritance, that city with eternal found*- 
* Voiill. , G g tions 
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tions whofe builder and maker is God, 
: which is the fubftance of our hope, Let 
us believe, in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and 
we fhall be preferved from the ftorms of 
time, or be ftrengthened to fuftain them, 
Let us believe in the Lord Jefoa* Chrift ; 
and however fierce may be the fiery trial 
which comes upon us, however ear eye* 
may be confumed with griefs and wax ^old 
^ecaufe of all our enemies , we fhall be'FavecJ 
ytixh everlafting falvatioi^ . . ■' . 
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